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Rome.-^Decay and Divifion of the Empire of the 
Caliphs. -^Defeats and Vidories of the Greek Em* 
perors. 

WHEN the Arabs firft iffued from the defers chap. 
they muft have been furprifed at the ejife ^^^^^ 
an4 rapidity of their own fuccefs. But when they The limits 
advanced in the career of vidlory to the banks of AmWan 
the Indus and the fumtnit of the Pyrenees j when «»^'»«^*' 
they had repeatedly tried the edge of their fcyme- 
tars .and the energy of their faith, they might be 
Vol. X. B equally 
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THE DECLINE AN-D FALL 

equally aftonifhed that any nation could rcfift their 
invincible arms, that any boundary Ihould confine 
the dominion of the fucceflbr of the prophet. The 
confidence of foldiers and fanatics may indeed be 
cxcufed, fince the calm hiftorian of the prefent 
hour, who ftrives to follow the rapid courfe of the 
Saracens, mufl: ftudy to explain by what means 
the church and ftate were faved from this impend- 
ing, and, as it fliould feem, from this inevitable 
danger. The deferts of Scythia and Sarmatia 
plight be guarded by their extent, their climate, 
their poverty, and the courage of the northern ihep- 
herds ; China was remote and inacceffiblc ; but the 
greateft part of the temperate zone was fubjefl; to 
the Mahometan conquerors, the Greeks were ex- 
haufted. by the calamities^ of war and the lofs of 
their faireft provinces, and the Barbarians of Eu- 
rope might juftly tremble at the precipitate fall of 
the Gothic monarchy. In this inquiry I ftall un- 
fold the events that refcued our anceftors of Bri- 
tain, and our neighbours 'of Gaul, from the civil 
and religious yoke of the Koran; that protected 
the majefty of Rome, and delayed the fervitude of 
Conftantinople j that invigorated the defence of 
the Chriftians, and fcattered among their enemies 
the feeds of divifion and decay. 
r^r^ fiegc Forty-fix years after the flight of Mahomet from 
rti^urby" Mecca, his difciples appeared in arms under the 
the Arabs, ^^jg ^f Conftantinoplc *. They were animated 

. ^ ' by 

'* Theophanes places the fexfen years of the fiegc of Constantinople in- 
the year of our Chriftian sera 673 (of the Alexandrian 66 5, Sept. i.)» and 
Che peace of the Saracen$,/ox^r years afterwards 5 a glaring inconiitency I 

which 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. '3 

by a genuine or fiftitious faying of the prophet, chap. 
that, to the firft army which • befieged the city of 
the Caefars, their fins were forgiven: the long 
feries of Roman triumphs would be meritoriouily 
transferred to the conquerors of New Rome ; and 
the wealth of nations was depofited in this well* 
chofen feat of royalty and comfnerce* No fooner 
had the caliph Moawiyah fuppreffed his rivals and 
eftablifhed his throne, than he afpired to expiate 
the guilt of civil blood, by the fuccefs and glory 
of his holy expedition*; his preparations by fea 
and land were adequate to the importance of the 
obje£t; his ftandard was entrufted to Sophian, a 
veteran warrior, but the troops were encouraged by 
the example and prefence of Yezid the fon and 
prefumptive heir of the commander of the faithful. 
The Greeks had little to hope, nor had their eae- 
mies any reafons of fear, from the courage and 
vigilance of the reigning emperor, who difgraced 
the nam& of Conftantine, and imitated only the 
inglorious years of his grandfather Heraclius. 
Without delay or oppofition, the naval forces of 
the Saracens paifed through the unguarded channel 
of the Hellefpont, which even now, under the 

which Pcravjus> Goar, and Pagi (Critica, torn. iv. p 63, 64), have Oruggled 
to remove. Of the Arabians, the Hegira 52 (A. D. 671, January 8.) is aC 
figncd by Elmaciii, the year 48 (A. D. 668, Feb. 20.) by Abulfcda, whofe 
teilimony 1 efteem the moft con^coient and creditable. 

a For this fird fiegc, of Conftantinople, fee Nicephorus (Brevur. p. ii» 
21.) J Theophanes (Chronograph, p. 294.) 5 Cedrenus (Compcnd. p. 437.)$ 
Zonsff^s (Hift. tonk.ii. I. xlv. p. 89.)$ £lmacin (Hill. Saracen, p. 56, 57.)} 
AbwUeda (Ann^l. Moaem. p. 107, iq8. verf. Rciikc) ; d'Hcrbelot {Bibliot, 
Orient. Conftantinah) } Ockley*s Hift. oC the Saraceos, vol. U. p. izjp 
isS. 

Bz * feeble 
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feeble and diforderly government of the Turkj^ 
Is mamtained as the natural bulwark of the ca- 
pital'. The Arabian fleet caft anchor, and the 
troops were difembarked near the palace of Heb- 
domon, feven miles from the city* Durilig many 
days, frofti the dawn of light to th& evening, the 
line ofaffault was extended from the golden gate 
to the eaflern promontory, and the foremoft war- 
riors were impelled by the weight and effort of 
the fuccecding columns. But the befiegers had 
formed an infufficient eftimate of the ftrength and 
refourees of Conftantinoplfe. The folid and lofty 
walls were guarded by numbers and difcipline: 
the fpirit of the Romans was rekindled by the laft 
danger of their religion and empire : the fugitives 
-from the conquered provinces more fuccefsfully 
renewed the defence of Damalbus and* Alex- 
andria ; and the Saracens were difmayed by the 
ftrange and prodigious effefts of artificial fire. 
This firm and effeftual refiftance diverted their 
arms to the more eafy attempts of plundering the 
European and Afiatic coafts of the Propontis; 
and, after keeping the fea from the month of April 
to that of September, on the approach of winter 
they -retreated fourfcore miles from the capital, to 
the iile of Cyzicus, in which they bad eftabliflied 

, i The ftatc and defence of the Dardaneile* is cxpofed m the Memoirei 
of the Baron de Tort (torn. iii. p. 39— 'g?*")* who was font to fortify them 
againft the-Ruffians, From a piincipai a&or, I (houM have txpedted more 
accurate details ; but he feems to Write for the amufcment, rather than the 
iftftru^ion, of his reader. Perhaps, en the apprdach of the enemy, the 
minifttrof Conftantine was octupicd, like that of Mwftapha, in finding tvrok 
CanarjF birds, who (hould &ng precifety the Came note. 

' - ' their 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. j 

Ib^ nfagazine of fpoii and proviAons. So patient chap. 
was their perfeverance, or fo languid were their ^'^'* 
c^rations, that they repeated in the fix following 
fummers the fame attack and retreat, with a gra- 
dual abatement. of hope and vigour, till the mif- 
cbances of fhipwreck and difeafe, of the fword 
and of fire, compelled them to relinquifh the fruit- 
left enterprife. They might bewail the <lofs or 
cbmmemorate the martyrdom of thirty thoufand 
Moflems, who fell in the ficge of Conftantinople j 
and' tlie folemn funeral of Abu Ayub, or Job, 
excited the curiofity of the Chriftians themfelves. 
That venerable Arab, one of the laft of the com- 
panions of Mahomet, was numbered among the 
4^^rs^ or auxiliaries, of Medina, who fheltered 
the head of the flying prophet. In his youth he 
fought, at Beder and Ohud, under the holy 
ftandard; in his mature age he was the friend 
and follower of Ali ; and the lad remnant of his 
ftnength and life was confumed in a diftaht and 
dangerous war againfl; the enemies of the Koran, 
flis memory was revered j but the place of his 
burial was neglefted and unknown,' during a 
period of feven hundred and eighty years, till the 
conqueft of Conftantinople by Mahomet the fecond* 
A feafonable vifion (for fuch are the manufac* 
ture of every religion) revealed the holy fpot at 
the foot pf the walls and the bottom of the hat* 
bour ; and tHe mofch of Ayub has been defervedly 
chofen for the fimple and martial inauguration of 
theTu^;kiflifuItans% 

The 

4 Demetrius Cantcmifs Hift, of the Othman Empire, ^ 105, it>0. 
Jt^rcJlu^s S;aie pf the Ottoman Empire, p. 10, 1 1. Voyages de Tlvvcnot, 

B3 part 
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i THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP. The event of tke fiege revived, both in the £aft 
^_- ^A_. and .Weft, the reputation of the Roman arms, and 
Peace and ^aft a momentary (hade over the glories of the Sa- 
A. D. 677. raccns. The Greek ambaffador was favourably re- 
ceived at Damafcus, in a general council of the 
emirs or Koreifli : a peace, or truce, of thirty years 
was ratified between the two empires ;. and the ftU 
. pulation of an annual tribute, fifty horfes of a noble 
breed, fifty (laves, and three thoufand pieces of gold, 
degraded the majefty of the commander of the 
faithful ^ The aged caliph was de(irous of pof- 
feding his dominions, and ending Kis days in tran<« 
quillity and repofe : while the Moors and Indians 
trembled at his name, his palace and city of Da« 
niafcus was infulted by the Mardaites, or Ma- 
ronites, of mount Libanus, the firmeft barrier of 
the empire, till chey were difarmed and tranfplanted 
by the fufpicious policy of the Greeks ^' After 
the revolt of Arabia and Perfia, the houfc of Om- 
miyah ^ was reduced to the kingdoms of Syria and 

Egypt : 

part u p* i89> The ChrlftlanSy who Tuppofe that the martyr Abu Ayub is 
vulgarly confounded with the patriarch Job, betray their own ignorance ra- 
ther than thu of the Turks. 

5 Tbcophanee, though a Greek, deferves credit for thefc tributes 
(Chronograph, p. 295, 296. 300, 301.), which are confirmed, with fome 
variation, by the Arabic hiftory of Abulpharagias (Dynaft. p. iz8. verf. 
Pocockj. 

6 The cenfure of TheOphanes U juft and pointed, m* Pw/^aiHW Juj'areiaj' 
ctx^irrwgiacraj .... TrayJe^va kxxm iri'XwQty i Vcaijutna vvo ruv A^'a/3aiy 
^f^F* '^^ *^* (Chronograph.' p. 302, 303.). The fcrics of thdfe events may 
be traced in the Annals of Theophanes, and in the Abridgnaent of the Pa- 
triarch Nicephorus, p. 22.24. 

, 7 Thefc domeftic revolutions arc related in a clear and natural ftylc, in 
the fccond volume df Ocklcy*j» Hiftory of the Saracens, p. 253—370. 
Befides our printed authors, lie draws liis mateKals irom the Arabic 

MSS» 
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Egypt : their diftrefe and fear enforced their com- c^h a p. 



pliance with the preffing demands of the Chriftians j 
- and the tribute was increafed to a flave, an horfe, 
anda thoufand pieces of gold, for each of the three 
hundred and fixty^five days of the folar year. But 
as foon as the empire was again united by the arms 
and policy of Abdatmaiek, he drfclaimed a badge of 
fervitude not lefs injurious to hi? confcience than to 
his pride : he difcontinued the payment of the tri- 
bute J and the refentment of the Greeks was dif- 
ablcd from aftion by the mad tyranny of the fe- 
cond Juftinian, the juft rebellion of his fubjefts, 
and the frequent change of his antagonifts and 
fuccefli^-s. Till the reijgn of Abdalmald;:, the Sa- 
racens bad been content with the free poffeffion of 
the Perfian and Roman treafures, in the coin of 
Cbofroes and Caefar. By the command of that 
caiiph, a national mint was eftabliihed, both of 
fiUer and gold, and the infcription of the Dinar, 
though it might be cenfured by fome timorous 
cafuifts, proclaimed the unity of the God of Ma. 
hornet*. Under the reign of the caliph Waled, 

the 

l^lSS. of Oxford, which he wouW have more deeply fearched, had he keen 
confined to the Bodleian library inlVead of the city jail ; a fate how unworthy . 
of the man and of |iis country ! 

^ Elmacin, who dates the firft coinag:e A. H. 76, A. D. 695, five or fix 
years later than the Greek hiAorians, has compared the weight of the bed 
or common gold dinar, to the drachm or diihcm of Egypt (p. 77. )> whiclv 
may be equal to two pennies (48 grains) of our Troy weight (Hoopet's 
fenquiry into Ancient Meafures, p. 24—36 ), and equivalent to eight fliij- 
Jings of our Aerling money. From the fame Elmacin and the AraHian phy* 
iicianSy fome dinars as hit^h as two dithems, as low as half a dirhem, may 
be deduced. The piece of iilver was the dirhem, both in value and 
w/i£ht3 but an old, though fair coin, flruck at W^fet, A. H. 88, and 

'' ii4 pr«.ferved • 
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8 THE DECLINE ANP FALL 

c H A. p^ thie Greek language and characters were exobd€9| 

v,^,^ from the accoimts of the public revenue?. If this 

change was produftive of the. invention or faipSiaip 

ufe of our prefent oumeraJs, the Arabic or IndijM 

cyphers, ^ they are commonly ftyled, a riCgubtipn 

of offic(B has promoted the moft important difcpir 

yeries of ^jrithmetic, algebra, ami the mathematiQi^ 

|ipiences'°. • • 

cfSan! Whilft the caliph Waled fat idt? on the throzw 

tinopie, of Dan)afcus, while his lieutenants atchieved tfo? 

7i«-^i8. ?o^q"i^ft of Tranfpxiana and Spain, a thii:d i^rn^y 

of Sar;w:ens overfpread the provinces of Afia Mk 

^pr, and approached the borders of the ^y;^^tin« 

capital 3ut; the atteraipt and cUfgrace.of the fe$5«4 

%ge wa^^referved for his brother SoU^fin, whofe 

^pibitipn appears to have been quidc^^id fcty a 

9ioi:e adive and martial fpirit. In the revolutipnj 

9f^ the Qreek empire^, after the tyrant Juftinian ha4 

, been pufli(he4 and a^venged, an huB;\ble fec^etsry^ 

Anaftafius or Artemius, was promotejd by qhaftcia 

. pfeferved in the Bodleian library, wants four jirains of the Cairo ftandard 
(fc€ the Modern UnWcrial Hiftory,^tom. i. p. 54.8. of the Prcnch tranf- 
latlon). 

eKHfm yXuavjfi iMvaioe., yi Jpo^n, >j t^ ia^, n oktco nfjtKrv n r^M yfatpscrja*. ^ 
Tbeoph^n. Chronograph, p. 314. This defc^, if it really cxiiled, mufV 
have ftiraplatfd the ingenuity of tb^ Arabs to invent or borrovir, 

10 According to a new though probable notion, maintained by M. de 
ViUoIfon (Anecdota Graca, torn. ii. p. 152—157.), our cyphers are not 
of Indian or Arabic invention. They were ufcd by the Greek and Latin 
arithmeticians long before the age of Boethius. After the extinaion of 
fcience in the Weft, they were adopted by the Arabic verfions from the oriJ 
ginal MSS, and rc^ore^ to the Xatlns" about tlic xith century. . 

;■■•■■ ^.r 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, 

or merit to the vacant purple. He was aUrme4 
hj the found of war ; and his ambaflador returned 
from Damafcus with the tremendous news, (hat 
the Saracens were preparing fax armament by fea 
%Bd land, fuch as would tranfcend the eatperience 
pf the paft, or the belief of the pre&nt age. The 
precautions of Anaftafius were not unworthy of his 
jlation^ or of the impending danger. He iffued 
a pensmptory mandate, that all perfons who were 
lipjt provided with the means of fubfiftence for ^ 
three years^ (lege, Ihould evacuate the city : the 
pubVc granaries a^d arfenals were abundantly re^ 
pleniihed; the walls were reftored and ftrength^ 
4$ned ; and the engines for caftiag ftoaes, or darts^ 
or fire, were ftationed along the ramparts, or in 
^ brtgantines of war, of w^i^h an addkiona}" 
number was baftily conftru^led. To prevent, is' 
fefer, as well as more honouraUe, than to repel, 
an attack ; and a defign was meditated, zbovethc 
ufual fpirit of the Greeks, of burning the navai 
ftores of the enemy, the cyprefs timber that had 
beai hewn in mount Libanus, and was piled along 
the fea-fiiore of Phoenicia, for the fervice of the 
Egyptiati fleet. This generous enterprife was de- 
feated by the cowardice or treachery of the troops, 
>¥hoi in the new language of the empire, were 
ftyled of the Obfequian Theme "• They murdered 

II In the divifion of the Tbemesy or provinces defctibed i>y Conftuitiiw 
Porphyrogenitus de Thematibus, 1. i. p. 9, 10.) 9 the Obfequiunh a Latin 
appellation of the army and palace, was the fourth in the public order. 
Nice was the metropolis, and its jarifdi^llon extended from the Hellefpont 
over the adjacent parts of Bithynia and Phrygia (fee the two maps preilxed . 
^y Oelifle to the loiperium Oricntale of Banduri}. 
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Pto THE DECLINE AND FALL 

^ uC^' their chief, deferted' their ftandard in ihe ifle of 
Rhodes, difperfed tbemfelves over the adjacent con- 
tinent, and deferved pardon or reward by invefting" 
with the ' purple a fimple officer of the revenue. 
rfhc name ofTheodofius might recommend him 
to the fenate and people 5 but, after fome months, 
he funk into a cloyfter, and refigned, to the firmer 
hand of Leothe Ifaurian, the urgent defence, of the 
capital and empire. The moft formidable of the 
Saracens, Moflemah the brother of the caliph, \n^s 
advancing at the bead of one hundred and twenty 
thoufand Arabs and Perfians^ the greater part 
mounted on horfes or camels ; and the fucce&Ctil 
fieges ofTyana, Amorium, and P^gamus, . were 
^ {ofEcr^nt duration to exeircife ti^ir (kill and to 
elevate their hopes* At the well-known pafis^. 
pf Abydus, . on the Hellefpont, the Mahometan., 
^rnis were trinfported, for the firft time, irom Afia, 
to Eurppe. Ffom thence, wheeling ropnd tbe 
Tbracian cities of the. PropontU, Moilemah in- 
Teded CoQftantinpple on the land fide, furrounded 
his can^p with a ditch and rampart, prepared and 
planted his engines of aflauh, and declared, by 
\irprds and adions, a patient refoli|tion of expeding 
the return of feed-time and harveft, (hould the 
obftinacy of the befieged prove equal to his owiT^ 
The Greeks would gladly have ranjfomed their re-. 
ligion and empire, by a fine or afleffment of a piece 
of gold on the head of each inhabitant of the city ; 
but the liberal offer was rejedled with difdain, and 
the prefumption of Moflemah was exalted by the 
fpeedy approach and invincible force of the navies 
ef JEgypt and Syria. They are faid to have 

amounted 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. it 

amounted to eighteen hundred (hips : the number chap. 
betrays their inconfiderable fize ; and of the twenty i..,-^,^.-,^^ 
ftout and capacious veffels, whofe magnitude im- 
peded their progrefs, each was manned with no 
more than one hundred heavy armed foldiers. Thi$ 
huge armada proceeded on a fmooth fea and with 
a gentle gale, towards the mouth of the BofphorG5 ; 
the furface of the ftreight was overlhadowed, in 
the language of the Greeks, with a moving foreft, 
and the fame fatal night had been fixed by the 
Saraceti chief for a general affault by fea and land. 
To allure the conftdence of the enemy, the em- 
perpr had thrown afide the chain that ufually 
guarded the entrance of the harbour ; but while 
they hefitated whether they (hould feize the oppor- 
tunity, or apprehend the fnare, the minifters of dc- 
firu^ion were at hand. The firefliips of the Greeks 
were launched againft them, the Arabs, their arms, . 
and veffels, were involved in the fame flames, the 
diforderly fugitives were da(hed againft each other 
or overwhelmed in the waves; and I no longer 
find a veftige of the fleet, that bad threatened to 
extirpate the Roman name. ,A ftill more fetal 
and irreparable lofs was that of the caliph Soliman, 
who died of an indigeftion*^ in his camp near 
Kinnifrin or Chalcis in Syria, as he was preparing 
to lead againft Conltantinople the remaining forces 

i» The caliph had emptied two Kaikcts of eggs and of figs, which be 
fwaliowed alternately, and the repaft was concluded with marrow aind 
fttgar. In one of his pilgrimages to Mecca,. Soliman ate, at a (ingle meal, 
fevtnty pomegranates, a kid, fix fowis, and a huge quantity of the grapes of 
Tayef. If the hill of fare be-corre^, we mud admire the appetite rather than 
the luxury of the fovercign of Afia [Abqifedai AnnaL Moflem* p* 126.)* 

of 
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u THE BICtlNE AND FALL 

of the Eaft The brother of IVfoAeoiiih wa^ foot 
ceeded by a kuifman and an enemy; and iht 
throne of an adive and able prince was degraded 
by the ufelefs and pernicious virtues of a bigot* 
While he ftartcd and fatisfied the fcruples of a 
blind confcience, the fiege was continued through 
the winter by the negled rather than by the refo^ 
lotion of the caliph Omar '^ The winter proved 
uncommonly rigorous : above an hundred days 
ibe ground was covered with deep fnove^, and the 
natives of the fultry climes of Egypt and Arabia 
lay torpid and .atmod lifelefs ja their frozen camp, 
.They .revived on the returni pf fpringj a feoond 
j^ort Jiad .been made in their favour; and their 
4i(lri^l3 was relieved by the arrival of two nd* 
merous fleets, laden with cprhi and arms, and foU 
4iers } the firft from Alexandria, of four hundred 
traniports and galUes ; the fecond of three htia<^ 
dred and fixty veflfels from tl^ ports of Africa. 
3nt the Greek fires wer<^ s^ain kindled, and if the 
4^ru^ion was lefs compile!, it was owing to th^ 
eicperience which had taught the Moflems to re* 
main at a fafe di^nce, ox to the perfidy of the 
Egyptian mariners, who deferted with their (hips 
to the empecor of the Chriftians. The trade and 
navigation of the capital were reftored ; and the 
produce of the fiflieries fupplied the wants, and 

13 See the article of Orriar Ben AbdaUziz> in the Bibliotheque Orientate 
(p. 689, 690.), prarferens, fays ]|lmacin (p. 91.), religioncm fuam rebut 
(uts mundanis. He was fo defirous of being with God, that he would not 
have anointed his car ^ his own faying) to obtain a perfcdl cure t>f his laf| 
malady. The caliph had only one Ihirt, and in an age o( luxury, his annual 
cxpence was no more th:in two drachms (Abulpharagius, p. I3Z.)» Haud 
<I:j gavifus to principe Juit orbis Mcflcriius (Abujfeda, p. 127.}, 

13 even 



Digitized by 



Google 



even the luxury, of the inhabitants. But the c h a p. 
calamities of famine and difeafe were foon felt by 
the troops of Moflemah, and as the former was 
miferably afiuaged, fo the latter was dreadfully 
propagated, by the pernicious nutriment which 
hunger compelled them to extract from the moft 
unclean or unnatural food. The fpirit of conqueft, 
and even of enthufiafm, was extinS; : the Saracens 
could no longer ftraggle beyond their lines, either 
(ingle or in fmall parties, without expofing them«» 
ieives to the mercilefs retaliation of the Thracian 
peasants. Aoi army of Bulgarians was attra^ed 
from the Danube by the gifts and promifes of 
Leo; and thefe favage auxiliaries made fome 
atonement for the evils which they had inflicted 
on the empire, by the defeat and flaughfer of 
twenty-two thoufand Afiatics. A report was dex- 
teroufly fcattered, that the Franks, the unknown 
nations of the Latin world, were arming by fea 
and land in the defence of the Chriilian caufe, and 
their formidable aid was expefted with far different 
fenfations in the camp and city. At length, after 
a fiege of thirteen months '% the hopelefs Mofleraah Failure and 
received from the caliph the welcome permiffion of [hclaratf 
retreat. The march of the Arabian cavalry over 
the Hellefpont and through the provinces of Afia, 
was executed without delay or moleftation ; but 
an army of their brethren had been cut in pieces 

14 Bath I>7icephorus and Theopbanes agree that the liege of Conftan- 
tinople was raifed the 15th of Augiift (A. D. 718)5 but as the forrner, oar 
btft witnefs, affirms that it continued tiiiruen months, the latter mufl be 
miftaken in fuppofing that It began on the fame day of the preceding ycztm 
I do RM find that Pagi hag remarl^ed this inconiifkency. 

on 
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14 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

»c H A p. on the fide of Bithynia, and the remains of the 

■L^^A,' fleet was fo repeatedly damaged by tempeft and 

fire, that only five gallies entered the port of Alex- 

'andria to relate the tale of their various and almoft 

incredible difaftets '^ 

fntention In the two ficges, the deliverance of Conftanti- 

^Gfcac nople may be chiejly afcribed to the novelty, the 

^^' terrors, and the real efficacy of the Greek fire '*. 

The important fecret of compounding and direft* 

ing this artificial flame was imparted by Callinicus, 

9 native of Heliopolis in Syria, who deferted from 

the fervice of the caliph to that of xkk^ emperor "• 

The (kill of a chymift and engineer was equivalent 

to the fuccour of fleets and armite ; and this dif* 

covery or improvement of the military art was 

fortunately referved foV the diftrefsful period, 

yrhen the degenerate Romans of the Eaft were 

incapable of contending with the warlike enthu- 

fiafm and youthful vigour of the Saracens. The 

hiftorian who prefumes to analize this extraor- 

t$, In the fecond Hege of Con/lantinople, I have followed Nicephoms 
(Brev. p. 33—36), Theophanes (Chronograph, p. 324— 334.), Cedrenus 
fCompend. p. 449 — 45a.)> Zonaras (torn. ii. p. 9?— 102.), Elmacin (Hi/t. 
Saracen, p. SS.)> Abulfeda (Annal. Modem, p. 126. )> and Abulpbaragius 
(Dynad. p. 130 ), the moll fatisfaftory of the Arabs. 

1^ Our fure and indefatigable guide in the middle ages and ByziMfitine 
fciftory^ Charles du Frcfiic du Cange, has treated in feveral places of the 
Greek fire, and bis collections leave few gleanings behipd. See particularly^ 
Gloffar. Med. et Jnfim. Graeciut. p. 1275. fub voce Ilyf 0«Xow<r»», vypw. 
Cloflar. M&d. et Infim. Lacinitat. Ignii Groicm, Oblervations fur Ville- 
* hardouin, p. 305, 306. Obfervations fur Joinville, p. 71, 72. 

«7 Theophanes ftyles him ft^xy^iX^^ (p. 295.). Cedrenus (p. 437.) 
brings this artift from (the ruins of) Heliopolis in Egypt ; and chemiftry 
was indeed the pecuUar fcience of the Egyptians. 

6 dinary 
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dinary cx)mpofitipn Ihould fufpeft his owa ignp** chap. 
ranee and that of his Byzantine guides, fo prone 
to the marvellous, fo carelefs, and, in this in« 
ftance, fo jealous of the truth. From their ob« 
fcure, and perhaps fallacioas hints,, it fhoukl 
feem that the principal ingredient of the Greek 
fire was the naptha '% or liquid bitumen, a light, 
tenacious, and inflammable oil ^, which fpring* 
from the earth, and catches fire as foon as it qomes 
in contaft with the air. The naptha was mingled, 
I know not by what methods or in what proper-' 
tions, with fulphur and with the pitch that is ex- 
tra£led from ever-green firs *°. From this mixture, 

which 



»s The naptha, the ©knirt incendiarom of the hiftory of Jertifalcm 
(Geft. Dei per Francoj<, p. ri67.)} t'^<^ Oriental fountain cf James dc 
Vitry (I. iii. c. 84. )» «s Introduced on flight evidence and ttrong pro- 
bability. Cinaaiims (1. vi. p. 165.) calls the Greek fire wi/p M>?li>cOT ; 
and the naptha is known to abound between the Tigris and die Cafpiaa 
Sea. According to Pliny (Hift. Natur. ii. i09.)» i,t Was fubfervient to the 
revenge of Medea, and in cither etymology the e^owov Mu^taf, or Mn^waj 
(ProGOp. de Bell. Gothic. L iv. c. Ji.), may fairly fignify this liquid bi- 
tumen. 

'9 On the different forts of oih and bitumens, fee Dr. Watfon'a (the 
prefcnt bifhop of LlandaflTs) Chemical EfTays, vol. iii. effay i. a clalfic 
b«ok, the beft adapted to infufe tlie tafte and knowledge of chemiftry, ^ 
The lefi perfedl ideas of the ancients may be found in Strabo OGco- 
gtaph. 1. xvi. p. 1078.) and Pliny (Hift. Natur. ii. 108, 109.}. Huic 
(X^afthte) magna cognatic eft ionium, tranfiiiuntque protinus in earn 
undecuoque vifao). Of our travellers 1 am beft pleafed with Otter (torn. i. 
p. 153. 153.). 

*o Anna Comnena ha« partly drawn aOde the curtain. Ato th; 

(Atexiad. 1. xiii. p. 383- }• £irewh«re {L xi. p. 336.) (he mentiooa 

the 
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which produced a thick fmoke and a loud exploiioll^ 

proceeded' a fierce and obftinate flame, which not 

only rofo in perpendicular afcent, but likewife 

burnt with equal vehemencet in defcent or lateral 

progrefs ; inftead of being* extinguifhed, it. waa, 

^uriihed and quickened, by the element of 

water ; smd fand, urine, or vinegar, were the 

only remedies that could damp the fury of this 

powerful agent, which was juftly denominated by 

ihe Greeks, the liquid^ or the maritime^ fire* 

For the annoyance of the enemy, it was employed 

with equal efFe£l, by fea and land, in battles or in 

fieges. It was either poured from the rampart 

. in large boilers, or launched in red-hot balls of 

(tone, and iron, or darted in arrows and javelins, 

.twifted round with flax and tow, which had 

deeply imbibed the inflammable oil: fometimes 

h was depofited in fire-fhips, the victims and 

inftruments of a more ample revenge, and was 

moft commonly blown through long tubes of 

copper, which were planted on the prow of a 

galley, and fancifully fhaped into the mouths of 

lavage monflers, that feemed to vomit a ftream of 

liquid and confuming fire. This important art 

was preferved at Conftantinople, as the palladium 

of the ftate ; the gallies and artillery might oc- 

cafionally be lent to the allies of Rome ; but the 

compofition of the Greek fire was concealed with 

ttle proijerty of hurnloi?, xara to «orfa»ej km j^' exarepa. Leo, in th« 
xix** chapter of his TaOics (Opera Meurfil, torn. vi. p. 84J. ^dit- Lami« 
FHdrent. 1745), fpeaks of the new invention of *n;p ^litcx, ^oomug xcuKotmHf 
Thefe are.gemjine and Impsua! teftimonics. 

the 
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the moft jealous fcruple^ and the terror of the 
enemies was encreafed and prolonged by their 
ignorance and furprife. In the treatife of the ad- 
miniftration of the empire, th^ royal author** 
fuggefts the anfwers and excufes that might beft 
elude the indifcreet curiofity and importunate 
demands of the Barbarians. They fhould be 
told that the myftery of the Greek fire had been 
revealed by an angel to the firft and greateft of the 
Conftantines, with a facred injunction, that this 
gift of heaven, this peculiar blefSng of the Ro- 
mans, (hould n^ver be communicated to any 
foreign nation : that the prince and fubject were 
alike bound to religious filence under the tem- 
poral and fpiritual penalties of treafon and facri- 
lege ; and that the irnpious attempt would provoke 
the fudden and fupernatural vengeance of the God 
of the Chriftians. By thefe precautions, the fecret 
was confined, above four hundred years, to the 
Romans of the Eafl: ; and, at the end of the eleventh 
century, the Pifans, to whom every fea and every 
art were familiar, fuffered the effefts, without 
underftanding the compofition, of the Greek fire. 
It was at length either difcovered or ftolcn by the 
Mahometans ; and, in the holy wars of Syria and 
Egypt, they retorted an invention, contrived 
againft themfelves, on the heads of the Chriftians. 
A knight, who defpifed the fwords and lances of 
the Saracens, relates, with heartfelt fincerity, 
his own fears, and thofe of his companions, at 
the fight and found of the mifchievous engine 



&■ ConAantin. Porpbyrogenit. de Admlnldrat. Imperiii c. xiiL p. 649 

65-. . 
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tiiat difefaarged a torrent of the G^etk fire, ike 
feu Grej^edisy as it is ftyled by the more early of 
the Frehch writers. It came flying through the 
air, fays Joinviile^% like a winged long^tailed 
dragon, about the tfaicknefs of an hogfliead, with 
the repoort of, thunder and the velocity of 
lightning ; and the darknefs of the night was dif- 
peited by this deadly illummation« The ufe of 
«hc Greek, or, as it might now be called, of the 
Saracen fire, was continued to the middle of the 
fourteenth century *% when the fcientific or cafual 
■compound of nitre, fulphur, and charcoal^ eflFe£ied 
« mw revolution in the art of war and the hiftory 
of mankind **. 
invafionof Cotftautinople and the Grebk fire might ex* 
fhTArabs, dude, the Arabs from the eaftern entrance of 



A. D. 721, 
tec. 



a* Hiftoire de St. Louis, p. 39. Paris, 1668, p, 44. Paris, dcrimprN 
Inerxc Royalc, 1761. The former of thefe editions is precious for theobf 
fervfttions of Ducan^e ; the latter, for the pure and original text of Joino 
villc. We muft have lecourfe to that text to difcover, that the feu Grcm 
geols was (h($t with a pile or javelin, from an engine that adcd like a 
fling. 

^z The vanity, or envy, ot Oiaking the cOabKihed prop^ty of Faint» bas 

tempted fome moderns to carry Kunpowder above the xiv*** (fee Sir William 
Temple, Dutens, Sec), and the Greek fire above the vii** century (fee the 
SaloHie du Prefident des Broifes, tvm* ii. p. 381.) ; but their evidence^ whith 
precedes the vulgar acra of the invention, is ifldotn clear or fati>faftory, and 
(nbfcquent writers may He fufpefted of fraud cir crtf<Mity. In the earlieft 
flegcii, ibmc combtiftibles of oil and Jblphur have been tifed^ and the Creek 
lire ^as fome affinities with 'guopowder both in nature and effeds: for the 
antiquity of the firA, a palTage of Procopius (de Belt. Goth/ 1. iv. t, ii.)9 
fot- tiiat of the iecond, fome fads iir the Arabic hiftery of Spain (A* D* Ut%9- 
^3i^< i5$>* BiblkK. Arab. Hifp. tons. U p-. 6*, 7, 8.) arc the moA difficult 
to elude. 

^4 That extraordinary man, Friar Bacon, reVeals two of the ingredients, 
'fahpetre and fu'phur, aind conceals the third in a fentcnce of myfterious gJb- 
bcri(h, as if he dreaded the confequences of his own difcovery (Biographiar 
Briianniea, vol« i. p« 4^0. new edition). 
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Europe; btit in the Weft, on tbe fidci of the chap. 



Pyrenees, t^ provinces of Oaul were threatened 
and mVaded by the conquerors of Spain ^^ The 
dedme of the French monarchy invited the attack 
of thefe infatiate fanatics. The defendants of 
Glovis had loft the inheritance of his martial and 
ferocious fpirit; and their inisibrtune or demerit 
has affixed the epithet of la'&f to the laft kings 
of the Merovingian ra«ie*^ They afcended the 
throne without power, and funk into the grave 
without a name. A country palace, in the 
neighbourhood of Compiegne ^% was allotted foi^ 
their refidence or prifon; but each year, in the 



*$ F6r the invftflon of France* and the defeat of the Artbs by Charles 
Mattel, fee the Hitioria Arabum (c. ii, i2» 139 14.] of Koderic Xisnenes^ 
archbitfhop of Toledo, who had before him the Chriftian chronicle of Ifidore 
•Facenfis, and the Mahomeun hidory of Novairi. The MoHems are filent 
or concife in the account of their loffes, biit M. Cardonne (torn. i. p* 1919, xjOy 
131.) has given tipurt and Hm^jle account of all that he could collet from 
Ibn Halikan, Hidjazi, and an anonymoos writer. The texts of the chroni- 
cies of France, and lives of Aints, are inferted in the CoUeaion of Bouquet 
(torn, iii.) and the AnnaU of Pagi, who (torn. iii. iinder the propel years) 
has reftored the chronology, which is anticipated fix years in the Annals of 
Bairenins. The Diaionary of Bayle (Mdtrame and MuimssaJ has more 
merit for lively feAedion than original refearch, 

»* Eginhart> de Viu Caroli Magni> c. it. p. i3-»i»i8, edit. Schmink^ 
Utrecht, 17 1 1. Some modem critics accufe the minifttr Of Charlemagne of 
exaggerating the weaknefs of the Merovingians : bujc the general sutline is 
ju^, and the French reader will fol- ever repeat the beautiful lines of Boileau*s 
Lutrin. 

27 Mamacea on the Oy(e, between Compiegne and No/on, which Eginhart 
es^ls perpanri reditAt vinam (fee the notes, and th« map of ancient France 
for Dom. Boaquet*$ Colledion). Compendium^ or Compiegne was a palace 
of more dignity (Hadrian Valefli Notitia Calliarum, p. i5i.)> and that 
laughing philofopher, the Abbe Galliani (Dialogues fur ie Commerce des 
Bleds), may truly afiirroy tlut it was the tefidence of the rois trds Chretiens 
-^t ires cbcveias. 

C 2 month 
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c H A p. month of March or May, they were condaded 9i 
''"' ^ a waggon drawn by oxen to the afTembly of the 
Franks, to give audience to foreign ambafladcn, 
and to ratify the afts of the mayor of the palace* 
That domeftic officer was become the minuet of 
the nation and the matter of the ptince. A pub- 
Kc employment was converted into the patrimony 
of a private family : the elder Pepin left a king of 
mature years under the guardianfliip of his own 
widow and her child ; and thefe feeble regents 
were forcibly difpoffeffed by the moft adive of his 
baftards. A government, half favage and half 
corrupt, was almoft diflblved; and the tributary 
dukes, the provincial counts, and the territorial 
lords, were tempted to defpife the weaknefs of the 
monarch, and to imitate the ambition of the mayor. 
Among thefe independent chiefs, one of the boldeft 
'and moft fuccefsful was Eudes, duke of Aquitain, 
who, in the fouthern provinces of (Jaul, ufurped 
the authority and even the title of king. The 
"Goths, the Gafcons, and the Franks, affembled 
under the ftandard of this Cht-iftian hcfro : he 
repelled the firft invafion of ike Saracjens ; and 
Za^hia, lieutenant of the caliph, loft his army and 
his life under the walls of Tholoufe. The am- 
bition of his fucceffors was ftimulated by revenge ; 
they repaired the Pyrenees with the means and the 
refolurion of conqueft. The advantageous fitu* 
^tion which bad recommended Narbonne ** as the 

firft 

^8 Even hcfdre tliat colonf, A. U. C. 630 (Vdleius Patercul. I 15.), irt 
tlur time of Polybius (HiA, t iii. p. 265. edit. Gronov.), Narl5onnc was a 

Celiii 
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firfl: Roman colony, was again chofen by the <^ h a p. 
Moilems ; they claimed the province of Septe* 
mania or Lan^uedoc as a juft dependence of the 
Spaniih monarchy : the vineyards of Gafcoiiy 
and the city of Bourdeaux were pofleffed by the 
fovereign of Damafcus and Samarcand ; and the 
fouth of France, from the mouth of the Garonne 
to that of the Rhone, aflumed the manners and 
rdigion of Arabia* 

But thefe narrow limits were fcorned by the Expedition 
fyirit of Abdalrahman, or Abderame, who had ^J^sofAb^ 
been reftored by the caliph Hafliem to the wiflies l**^!*"^' 

A, D. 73l» 

of the foldiers and people of Spain. That veteran 
and daring commander adjudged to the obedience 
of the prophet whatever yet remained df France 
or of Europe ; and prepared to execute the 
fentence, at the head of a formidable hoft, in the 
full confidence of furmounting all oppo(ition either ' 
of nature or of man. His firft care was to fup^- 
prefs a domeftic rebel, who commanded the moft 
important pafles of the Pyrenees: Munu2;ia, 9 
Moorifli chief, had accepted the alliance of the 
duke of Aquitain ; and Eudes, from a motive of : 
private or public interefl;, devoted his beauteous 
daughter to the embraces of the African miibe- 
Jiever. But the ftrongeft fortrefles of Cerdagne 
were inverted by a fuperior force ; the rebel was 
overtaken and ilain in the mountains; and his 
widow was fent a captive to Damafcus, to gratify 
^h^ defires, or n^ore probably the vanity, of the 

Celtic tpwn of the firil eminence, and one of thie mo(^ northern places of tl^ 

known world (d'Anville, Notice de I'Anci^nne Gaule, p. 4730* 

• C 3 commander 
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^^ ' THE DECLINE AND FALl^ 

commander of the feithful. From the Pyrenees, 
Abderame proceeded without delay to the paffage 
of the Rhdne and the fiege of Aries. An army 
of Chriftians attempted the relief of the city : the 
tombs of their leaders were y«t rifible in the 
thirteenth century; and many thoufandsof thdf 
dead bodies were carried down the rapid* ftream 
into the Mediterranean fea. The arms of Ab- 
derame were not lefs fuccefsful on the fide at the 
ocean. He pafled without oppofition the Garonne 
and Dordogne, which unite their waters in the 
gulf of Bourdeaux ; but he found, beyond thofe 
rivers, the camp of the intrepid Eudes, who had 
formed a fecond army, and fuftained a fecond 
defeat, fo fatal to the Chriftians, that, according 
to their fad confeflion, God alone could reckon 
the number of the flain. The viftorious Saraceii 
Overran the provinces of Aquitain, whofe Gallie 
names are difguifed, rather than loft, in the 
modern appellations of Perigord, Saintogne, and 
Poitou : bis ftandards were planted on the waits, 
or at leaft before the gates, of Tours and of 
Sens ; and hisP detachments overfpread the king- 
idom of iurgundy as far as the well-known cities 
of Lyons and Befan^on. The memory of thefe 
dcvaftations, for Abderame did not fpare the 
country or the people, was long preferved by tra* 
ditidn J and the mvafipn of France by the Moors 
or Mahotaietans, affi>rds the grcHind-work of thofe 
fables, \vhich have been fo wildly disfigured in 
the romances of chivalry, and fp elegantly adorned 
by the Italian mufc. In the decline of fociety and 
art, the deferted cities could fupply ^ (lender 

booty 
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booty to the Saracens; their rkheft fpeil was chap, 
fouad in the churches and Tnonafteries, wbkh they .^ y'l^ 
ftrlpped of thdr ^maments and delivered to the 
flamed : and the mt^lar faants^ both Hdaipyrof Boi^ 
tiers and Mwtin of Tours, ibrgbt their miraculous 
powers in the de^nee of th^r own fepulcfarea %* 
A viftorrious line of march had been prolonged 
above a thoufand miles from the rock of Gibraltar 
to the banks of the Loire ; the repetition of aa 
«qual ^ace would have carried the^ Saracens to 
the confines of Pcfond and the Highlands of Scot- 
land : the Rhine is not more impafiable than tikt 
Nile or Euphrates, and the .Arai>ian fleet might 
have failed without a naval combat into the mouth 
of the Thames. Perhaps the interpretation of the 
Koran would now be taught in the fchools of Ox* 
ford, and her pulpits might demonftrate j^o a cir* 
cumcifed people the fandity and. truth of the reve* 
lation of Mahomet ^^ 

Frotn fuch calafmities was Cbriftendom delivered Defeat of 
by the genius and fortune of one man. C^xarles, ^f J^" 
the illegitimate Ton of the elder Pepin, was ccmient ^^1^^ 

A. D. 73a. 

*9 yrithrqar«l->otbc fan^tuary of St. Martin of Tours, Rodcric Ximcn^s 
accufes th« Saracens of the JeeJ, Turonis civitatcm, ecclefiam ct palatia 
vaftatione et inctndio iimili fUruk et <:onrompfit. Tb« coAiInuator of Fr^- 
4^S3^^^^'^^PV^ t9 t^QI f)^ HiOjTf Chan the intention* Ad domum beatllTuiu 
M^tipi cxcrten4^m dcrtinaiit. At Carolus, &c. The French annalift was 
more jealous of tlie honbur of the fa'mt. 

y> Yet I4lnc«ol^ doub^ yghp^i^ ^c[Q^fo)-$ijpofch woald have produced 
a volume of oontroverfy fo elegant anc) ingenious as the fermons lately 
preached by Mr. White, the AraMc profeflbr, at Mr. Banxpton's leflure. His 
obCtrvattoos on-the charailtr and reli|fion.of M»homer> ar9 always adapted 
to bi$ mumci^tji fp^ ^neraUy fbiirde^ in truth and rcafon. He fuftains tb© 
part of a* lively and eloquent advocate 5 and fonietitncs rifcs 't6 the merit of 
an hiftorian and phHbf^^pber* 

C4 with 
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CHAP, wkh the titles of mayor or duke of the Fraidiiy 
but he deferved to become the father of a liae of 
kings. In a laborious adminiftratioa of twenty- 
four years, he reftored and fupported the dignity 
of the throne^ and the rebels jc^ Germany and 
Gaul were fucceflively cruflied by the aftivity of a 
warrior, who, in the fame ca^mpaign, could dif- 
jdayhis banner on the Elbe, the Rhone, and the 
fliores of the ocean. In the public danger, he 
was fnmmoned by the voice of his country ; and 
his rival, the duke of Aqultain, was reduced to 
appear among the fugitives and fuppliants. 
^* Alas!'* exclaimed the Franks, *' what a mif- 
** fortune,! what an indignity! We have long 
*^ heard of the name and conquefts of the Arabs : 
^* we were apprehenfive of their attack from the 
'^ Eaftj they have now conquered Spain, and 
** invade our countrv on the fide of the Weft. 
** Yet their numbers, and (fmce they have no 
** buckler) their arms, are inferior to our own.*' 
*• If you follow my idvice," replied the prudent 
mayor of the palace, '^ you will not interrupt 
** their march, nor precipitate your attack. They 
•* are like a torrent, which it is dangerous to ftem 
♦* in its career. The thirft of riches, and the 
^* confcioufnefs of fuccefs, redouble their valour, 
^^ and valour is of more avail than arms or num- 
^^ bers. Be patient till they have loaded them- 
^* felves with the incumbrance of wealth. The 
** poffeffion of wealth will divide their counfels 
/^ ^nd affure your viflpt-y." This fubtle policy 
is perhaps a refinement of the Arabian writers j 

and 
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and the fituation of Charles will fuggeft a more c ha p, 
narrdw and felfife motive of procraftination ; the 
fecret defire of humbling the pride, and wafting 
the provinces, of the rebel duke of Aquatain. It 
is yet more probable, that the delays of Charles: 
were inevitable and reluftant. A ftanding army 
was unknown under the firft and fecond race : 
more than half the kingdom was now in the handa 
of the Saracens : according to their refpeclive 
lituation, the iPranks of Neuftria and Auftrafia 
were too confcious or too carelefs of the impending, 
danger; and the voUmtary aids of the Gepidas 
and Germans were feparated by a long interval 
from the ftandard .of the Chriftian generaL N6 
fooner had he coUeded his forces, than he fought 
and found the enemy in the centre of France, 
between Toui;s and Poitiers. His welLconduded^ 
march was covered by a range of hills, and Ab* 
derame appears to have been furprifed by hij 
unexpeded prefence. The nations of Afia, Africa,' 
and Europe, advanced with equal ardour to aix 
encoimter which would change the hiftory of the 
world. In the fix firft days of defultory combat, ^ 
the horfemen and archers of the Eaft maintained 
their advantage : but in the clofer onfet of the 
feventh day, the Orientals were oppreffed by the 
ftrength and ftature of the Germans, who, with 
ftout hearts and iron hands ^% afierted the civil 

3> Gens Auftriae membrorum pre-emUientil valMa, et gens Germana 
corde et corpore prsftantiflima, quafi in iatj occuli manO ferre.l et pcdort 
jurduo Arabes exUnxcrum (Roderic Toletan. c. xiv.}* , 

4 and 
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c H A r. sttd religious freedom of their pbfterity. The 
epithet of- Martel^ the Hammer^ which has been 
29}ded to the name of Charles, is expreffive of his 
weighty aqd irrefiftible ftrokes: the valour of 
£ude& wa$ excited by refentment and emulation ; 
aivd th^r companions, in the eye of hiftory, are 
the true Peers and Paladins of French chivalry. 
After a bloody field, in which Abderame was 
fiain, the Saracens, in the clofe of the evening, 
retired to their camp. In the diforder and defpair 
of the night, the various tribes of Yemen and 
Damafcus, of Africa and Spain, «were provpked to 
turn their arms againfl: each other : the remains of 
their hod were fuddenly diflblved, and each emir 
co^&dted his iafety . by an bafty and feparate 
xetreat. At the dawn of day, the (tillndis of an 
hoilile camp was fuipeded by the vi&orious 
CbriftiaDs : on the report of their fpies, they 
ventured to explore the riches of the vacant tents ; 
but, if we except fome celebrated relics, a fmalt 
portion of the fpoil was r^ored to the innocent 
and lawful owners. The joyful tidings were focm 
diffufed over the Catholic world, aiid the monks 
of Italy could afErm and believe that three hundred 
aind fifty, or three hundred and feventy»ifiv4 
thoufand of the Mahometans had been cruflied by 
the hammer of Charles ^^; while no more thaq 

fifteen 

i^ ThcfiB number^ are AaM by Paul Wamefrid, tbe deacon of Aquileia 
Idc Geftis Langob^rd. 1 vi. p. 9a i. edit. Grot.)» and AAaCk^Tms^ tlie 
librarian of the Roman fhurph (ia Yit. Qre^orii Jii.}^ w^io tt;Us a v^x^^ 
culous ftory of*thrce confecrat^d fpunges, which rendered invulnerable 

the 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, 17 

fifteen hundred Chriftians were (lain in the field of c h a p- 
Tours, But this incredible tale is fufficlently dif. y,,^,^L^ 
proved by the caution of the French general, who 
apprehended the fnares and accidents of a purfuit, 
and difmifled his German allied to their native 
forefts. . The maftivity of a conqueror betrays the 
lofs of ftrength and blood, and the moft cruel 
execution is inflided, not in the ranks^ of battle, 
but on the backs of a lly'ng enemy. Yet the Xheyitr 
Tiftpry of the Frjmks was complete and final; Iuf^^ 
Aquitain was recovered by the arms of Eades ; ' ■ 

the Arabs never r^fumed the conqueft of Gaol, 
and they were foon driven beyond the Pyrenees by 
Charles Martel and his valiant race". It might 
have been expeftcd that the faviour of Chriften-i 
dom would have been* canonized, or at leaft 
applauded, by the gratitude of the clergy, who are 
indebted to his fword for their prefent exiftenee. 
But in the public diftrefs, the mayor of the palace 
' had been compelled to apply the riches, or at leaft 
the revenues, of the biihops and abbots, to^ the 
relief of the (late and the reward of the foldiers. 
His merits were forgotten, his facrilege alone Was 
remembered, and, in an epiftle to a Carlovingian 
prince, a Gallic fynod prefumcs to declare that his 

the French r<>ldicr8 ^mong whom they had been Oiared. It ihotild reem» 
that lit lilt letters to the pope, Eudes ui^irped the honour of the vi^ory, for 
which he is ctiaflifed by the French annalifts, whO| with cqujj falfehooj, 
accufe him of inviting the Saracens. 

51 Narbonne, and the reft of Scptimania, was recovered by Pepin, the 
fon of Charles IV^artel, A.D. 755 (H*agi, Critica, torn. i.i. p. 300.). Thirty- 
feven ytars afterwards it was pillaged by a fudden inroad of the Arabs, whO' 
employed the captives in the conAru£^ion of the mofch of Cordova (4p 
GuigneSi Hift. des Huns, tom» >• P 354}* ' 

anceftor 
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anceftor was damned j that on the opening of his 
tomb, the fpeftators were aflFrighted by a ftnell of 
fire and the afpefl: of an horrid dragon ; and that 
s^ faint of the times was indulged with a pleafant 
viSon of the foul and body of Charles Martel, 
burning, to all eternity, in the abyfs of 
hell^*. 
»cv»tion The lofs of an army, or a province, in the 
uiMes/ Wcft^rn world, was lefs painful to the court of 
746^7^0* JPamjrfcos, than the rife and progrefs of a do- 
meftic competitor, ' Except among the Syrians, 
the caliphs of the houfe of Ommiyah had never 
beta the objeds of the public favour. The life 
of Mahomet recorded their perfeverance in 
idolatry and rebellion : their converfion had been 
reluftant, their elevation irregular and faftious, 
and their throne was cemented witli the moft holy 
and noble blood of Arabia. The.beft of their 
race, the » pious Omar, was diffatisfied with nis 
own title : their pcrfonal virtues were infufficient 
to jij^ify a departure from the drder of fuccefCon ; 
and the eyes and wifhes of the faithful were 
turned towards the line of Hafhem and the kindred 
of the apoftle of God. Of thefe the Fatimites 
were either rafli or pufillanimous ; but the de- 
fendants of Abbas cherilhed, with courage and 
difcretion, the hopes of their rifing fortunes. 
From an obfcure refidence in Syria, they fecretly 

34 This p^ftcr^l letter, addreflcd tp Lewis the Germanic, the grandfon 
of Chailem^ne, a^d mofl probably eompofed by the pen of the artful 
Hincmar, is dated in the year 858, and figned by the bifhops of the pro^ 
yinces pf Rlieims and Rouen (Baronius, Annal. Eccltf. A. D. 741. Fleury, 
Hift. Ecclef. torn. x. p. 514— 516.) • Yet Baronius himfcKi and the Frencli 
critics, rejeA with contempt this cpifcopal fidiion. 
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difpatched their agents and miffibnaries, who 
preached in the Eaftern provinces their hereditary 
indefeafibk right; and Mohammed, the fon of 
AH, the fon of Abdallah, the fon of Abbas, the 
uncle of the prophet, gave audience to the depu^ 
ties of Chorafan, and accepted their free gift of 
four hundred thoufand pieces of gold. After the 
death of Mohammed, the oath of allegiance was 
adminiftered in the name of his fon Ibrahim to a 
numerous band of votaries, who expeded only a 
fignal and a leader j and the governor of Chorafan 
continued to deplore his fruitlefs admonitions and 
the deadly ilumber of the caliphs of Damafcus, 
till he himfelf, with all his adherents, was driven 
from the city and palace of Meru, by the rebellious 
arms of Abu Moflem ". That maker of kings, 
the author, as he is named, of the call oi the 
Abbaflides, was at length rewarded for his pre^ 
fumption of merit with the ufual gratitude of 
courts. A mean, perhaps a foreign, extraftioti, 
could not reprefs the afpiring energy of Abu 
Moflem. Jealous of his wives, liberal of his 
wealth, prodigal of his own blood and of that of 
others, he could boaft with pleafure, and poflibly 
with truth, that he had deftroyed fix hundred 
thoufand of his enemies ; and fuch was the in- 
trepid gravity of his mind and countenance, that 
he was never feen to fmile except on a day of 

U The ftted and the faddle which had can led any of his wive* were 
inflantly killed or burnt, left they fhould be afterwards nnounted bj 
ii male' Twelve hundred mules cr camels were required for his kitchen 
furniture ; and the daily t.onfumption amotintpd to three thoufand cakes, 
an hundred (heep, bcfides ox^n^ ^poulcryy &c. (AbulpharagiUi, Hift% 
Dynnft. p. 140.). 

battle* 
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CHAP, faatde. In the yifible ftparation of pmla t%t 
w,j^> ff'een was ocmfecrated to the Fattmttes } the Om« 
miades were diftingoiflied by the white i an4 tbt 
iJack^ as the moil adverfe, was naturally adopted 
by the Abbaifides^ Their ticrbans and garments 
were flai&ed with that gloomy colour : tltro black 
ilandatds, on pike-ftaves nine cidbits long, were 
borne aloft in the van of Abu Modem ; and th<ir 
all^orioal nam^ of the night and the jb»dm) 
obfcurely reprefented the indiSbluble union and 
perpetual fuccei&on of die line of Hafhein. From 
cbe Indus to the Euphrates the £aft was convulfed 
by the quarrel of the white and the black fa^lioiis ; 
ibe Abbaflides were molt frequently vifboriousj 
but their public fuccefs was clouded by the per* 
fonal misfortune of their chief* The court of 
Damafcus, awakening from a long flumber, re- 
vived. to prevent the pilgrimage of Mecca, which 
Ibrahim bad undertaken with a fjplendid retinue, 
to recommend himfelf at once to the favour of 
the prophet and of the people. A detachment of 
cavalry intercepted his march and arrefted his per- 
fon; and the unhappy Ibrahim, fnatched away 
from the promife of untafted royalty, expired in 
iron fetters in the dungeons of Haran* His two 
younger brothers, Saffah and Almanfor, eluded 
the fearch of the tyrant, and lay concealed at 
Cufa, till the zeal of the people and the approach 
of his eaftern friends allowed them to expofe their 
perfons to the impatient public. On Friday, in 
the drefs of a caliph, in the colours of the feft^ 
Saffah proceeded with religious and military pomp 
to the mofch: afcending the pulpit, he prayed 

and 
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^Ad'^Mdied as the lawful fticccflbr of Mabcme; ;* chap, 
and) after iris departure, his kinfmen bound a 
willing people by an o4ih of fidelity. But it was 
on cbe 4[>aaks of the Zab^ and not in the mofch of 
Cu&, .^at this important controverfy was deteti- 
ffiiaed^ -Svery advantage appeared to be on ihe 
fide of the* whic^ faction: the authority of ^a<* 
Wi^d government ; an army of an hundred and 
twenty thoufiind foldiers^ againfl; a fixth part of 
that mtmber ; and the prefenee and merk of the 
caliph Mbrvan, the fout-teenth and laft of the 
boufe df Ommiyah. . Befote his acceffion to the 
chfone, he had deferved, by his Georgian war» 
laire^ the honourable epithet of the afs of MeTo** 
f>etamia ^^ | and beinight hav^ been'ranked aEioag 
Che greMdft princes, had not, fays Abulfeda, the 
6temal ^)fder decreed tlvat moment for the ruin of 
his falMly; a decree againft which aU buraaii 
jprudenciB and fortitude mud druggie in vain. The 
Orders of M^vati were fniftaken or difobeyed : the 
return of his horfe, from which he had difmounted 
on a neceflary occafion, impreflfed the belief of 
his death; and the enthufiafm of the black 
fquadrons was ably condu£ted by Abdallah, the 
uncle of his competitor. After an irretrievable 
defeat, the caliph efcap'ed to Moful; but the 



l^ jfl Hemar. He had been governor of Mefopotamhi, and the Arabic 
proverb pnsifcs the courage of that warlike breed of affcs who never fly 
from an enemy. The ifurname of Mervan may juhify the comparifon of 
Homer (Ihad a 557, &c.)j and both will filence the rfioileois, v»'bo conHdef 
the afs at a ftupid an<l ignoble einbleni (d*HcrbtIot, Bibliot. Orient, 
p. 558O' 

1 1 colours 
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31 THE DECLlHfi AND PALL 

colours of the Abbaffides were difplayed from the 
rampart ; he fuddenly repafled the Tigris, caft a 
melancholy look on his palace of Haran, crofled 
the Euphrates, abandoned the fortifications of 
Damafcus, and, without halting in Paieftine, 
pitched his laft and fetal camp at Bufir on the 
Fall of the banks of the Nile ^\ His fpeed was urged by the 
A?v!\sol inceffant diligence of Abdallah, who in every 
**• '**• ftep of the purfuit acquired ftrength and reputa- 
tion: the remains of the white faction were 
finally vanquifhed in Egypt; and the lance^ 
which terminated the life and anxiety of Mervan^ 
was not lefs welcome perhaps to the unfortunate 
than to the viftorious chief. The mercilefs in- 
quifition of the conqueror eradicated the moft 
diftant branches of the hoftile race : their bones 
were fcattered, their memory was accurfed, and 
the martyrdom of Hoffein was abundantly re* 
venged on the pofterity of his tyrants. Fourfcore 
of the Ommiades, who had yielded to the faith 



17 Four feveral places, all in Egypt, bore the name of Bufir, or Bafirll, 
^o famous in Greik fable. The fird, where Mervan was (lain, was to tlie 
weft of the Nile, in the province of Fium, or Arfmoc ; the fccond in the 
Delta, in the Sebcnny tic nome ; the third, near the pyfamids ; the fourth, 
which was dcftroyed by Dioclefian (fee above, vol. i. p. 4390* »« *he The. 
bais. I fhall here tranfcribe a note of the learned and orthodox Michaelis . 
Videntur in pluribus iEgypti fupcrioris urbibos Bufiri Coptoque arma 
fum^fiiTe Cbriftiani, libtrtaremque de reJigione fentiendi defendifie, fed 
fuccubuiHe quo in bello Coptus et Bufiris diruta, et circa Efnam magna 
Arages edita. Bellum narrant fed caiifam belli ignorant fcriptores By2an- 
tini, alloqui Coptum et Bufirim non rthellaflc diduri, fed caUfTam Chrifll* 
anorum fufcepturi (Not. an. p. ico.). For the geography of the four 
Bufirs, fee Abulfcda (Defcript. ^gypt.^ p. 9. verf. Michaelis. Gotting*, 
1776/ in 4'o), Michaelis (Not. 121—127. P« S^-'Cs)* and d'Anville 
(Mcmoire fur TEgypte, p. 85. 147. 105.). 

or 
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or clemency of their foes, were invited to a ban- chap. 
quec at Damafcus. The laws of hofpitality were y^^^^^^^ 
^violated by a promifcuous maffacre t the board 
was fpread over their fallen bodies ; and the fef* 
tivity of the guefts was enlivened by the mufic of 
their dying groans. By the event of the civil v 
war the dynafty of the Abbaflides was firmly efta* 
blilhed ; but the Chriftians only could triumph in 
the mutual hatred and common lofs of the difciples 
of Mahomet ^^ 

Yet the thoufands who were fwept away by the Revolt o£ 
fword of war might have been fpeedily retrieved a!d%55, 
in the fucceeding generation, if the confe* 
quences of the revolution had not tended to dif-* 
folve the power and unity of the empire of the 
Saracens. In the profcription of the OmmiadeS) 
a royal youth of the name of Abdalrahman alone 
efcaped the rage of his enemies, who hunted the 
wandering exile from the banks of the Euphrates 
to the vallies of mount Atlas. His prefence in 
the neighbourhood of Spain revived the zeal of 
the white fa^ion. The name and caufe of the 
Abbaflides had been firft vindicated by the Per- 
fians J the Weft had been pure from civil arms ; 
and the fervants of the abdicated family ftill held, 
by a precarious tenure, the inheritance of their . 

3S See Abulfeda (Annal Moflem. p. I36«»i45.)» Eutychms (AnnaU 
torn. I'u p. 392. Tcrf. Pocock), Elmaciil (Hiit. Saracen, p. 109— i2i.)» 
Abulpharagius (Hift. Dynaft. p. 'J^-^HO*)* Roderic of Toledo [Hlit 
Arabum, c. iS- p. 33.)> Tiicophanes (Chronograph, p. 356, 357. who 
fpcaka of tbc Abhaffides under the names ofXu^ouranrou and Mwvfo^oi), 
and the Bibliotheque of d^Herbelot, in the articles of Ommiadet, Abhajulest 
Aiarvanf Uraiumf Seffabf JShu MoJUku 

Vol. X. D lands 
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34 TtiE DECLtNfi AND FALL 

lands and the offices of government. Strongly 
prompted by gratitude, indignation, and fear, they 
invited the grandfon of the caliph Hafliem to 
afcend the throne of his anceftors ; and, in his de- 
fperate condition, the extremes of raflmefs and 
prudence were atmoft the fame* The acclama- 
tions of the people faluted his landing on the coaft 
of Andalufia; and, after a fuccefsful ftruggle, 
Abdalrahman eftabliflied the throne of Cordova, 
and was the father of the Ommiades of Spain, 
^ho reigned above two hundred and fifty years 
from the Atlantic to the Pyrenees ^^. He flew in 
battle a lieutenant of the Abbaflides, who had in- 
vaded his dominions with a fleet and army t the 
head of Ala, in fait and camphir e, was fufpended 
by a daring meflenger before the palace of Mecca ; 
and the caliph Almanfor rejoiced in his fafety, 
that he was removed by feas and lands from fuch 
a formidable adverfary. Their mutual defigns or 
declarations of ofienfive war evaporated without 
effed } but infl:ead of opening a door to the con- 
quefl: of Europe, Spain was diflevered from the 
trunk of the monarchy, engaged in perpetual hof- 
tility with the £aft, and inclined to peace and 
friendfliip with the Chriftian fovereigns of Con- 
Tripk divi- ftantinople and France. The example of the Om- 
cah>hltc^* miades was imitated by the real or fiOiitious pro- 
geny of Ali, the Edriflices of Mauritania, and the 
more powerful Fatimites of Africa and £gypt« In 

39 For the revolution of Spaiiiy confult Roderic of Toledo (c. xviii. p. 34, 
ftc.)y the Bibliotheca Arabico-Hifpana (torn. it. p. 30. X98.), and Cardonnc 
(Hift. derAfrlqucct dcl*Efpagnc, tom.i. p. ]So<-*>97* 205. %jt, 323, 
ftc). 

7 the 
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the tenth century, the chair of Mahomet was dif- chap. 
puted by three caliphs or commanders of the s.-i.*v-w 
faithful, who reigned at Bagdad, Cairoan, and 
Cordova, excommunicated each other, and agreed 
only in a principle of difcord, that a feftary is more 
odious and criminal than an unbeliever *^ 

Mecca was the patrimony of the line of Hafliem* Magnifi- 

cence of 

yet the Abbafliides were never tempted to refide' thecaiiphs, 
either in the birth-place or the city of the prophet, y^o'-^^so. 
Damafcus was difgraced by the choice, and poU 
lute(^ with the blood, of the On;imiades ; and after 
fome hefitation, Almanfor, the brother and fuc- 
ceflbr of Saflfah, laid the foundations of Bagdad **, 
the Imperial feat of his pofterity during a reign 
of five hundred years '^% The chofen fpot is on 
the eaftern bank of the Tigris about fifteen miles 
above the ruins of Modain : the double wall was of a 



40 I /hall not Aop to refute the ftrange errors and fancies of Sir William 
Temple (liis works, vol. iii. p. 371 — 374. oftavo edition) and Voltaire 
(Hiftoire Generale, c. xxviii. torn. ii. p. ia4, 115. edition de Laufanne), 
concerning the divifion of the Saracen empire. The miflakes of Voltaire 
proceeded from the want of knowledge orrefltdlion; but Sir William was 
deceived by a Spanifli impoftor, who has framed an apocryphal hiftory of 
the conqueft ot Spain by the Arabs. 

4« The geographer d'Anville (I'Euphrate et le TIere, p. 121— ri3.)j and 
the Oricntalift d'Herbelot (Bibliothcque, p. 167, 168.), may fuffice for the 
knowledge of Bagdad. Our travellers, Pietro d-lla Valle (torn. i. p. 688— 
6980* Tavernier (torn. i. p. zjo—asS.). Tbevenot (part ii. p. 209—212), 
Otter (torn. i. p. 162—168.), and Niebuhr Voyage en Arable, torn. ii. p. 239 

2ji,)y liavc feen only its decay j and the Nubian geographer (p 204) 

and the travelling Jew, Renjamin of Tudela (Itinerarlum, p. 112—123. 
a Conft. rEmpereur, apud Elzevir, 1633), are the only writers of my 
acquainunce, who have known Bagdad under the reign of the Ab- 
bafliides. 

42- The foundations of Bagdad were laid A. H. 145, A. D. 762. Moftafem, 
the laft of Abbaffides, was taken and put to death by the Tartars, A. H. 656, 
A. D. 1258, the 20th of February. 

D 2 circular 
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CHAP. Circular form ; and fuch was the rapid encreafe 



LII. 



of a capital, now dwindled to a ptovincial town, 
that the funeral of a popular faint might be at- 
tended by eight hundred thoufand men and fixty 
thoufand women of Bagdad and the adjacent vil- 
lages* In this city of peace ^^, amidft the riches 
of the Eaft, the Abbaffide^ foon difdained the 
abftinence and frugality of the firft caliphs, and 
afpired to emulate the magnificence of the Perfian 
kings. After his wars and buildings, Almanfor 
left behind him in gold and filver about thirty 
millions fterling^; and this treafure was ex* 
haufted in a few years by the vices or virtues of 
his children. His fon Mahadi^ in a fingle piU 
grimage to Mecca, expended fix millions of dinars 
of gold. A pious and charitable motive may fane*, 
tify the foundation of cifterns and caravanferas^ 
which he diftributed alotig a liieafured road of 
feven hundred miles ; but his train of camels^ 
laden with friow, could ferve only to aftonifh the 
natives of Arabia, and to refrefli the fruits and 
liquofs of the royal banquet ^^ The courtiers 

43 Mcdinat al Salem, Par al Salem. Urbs pacis, or, as is more neatly 
compounded by the Byzantine writers, Etpr.voTroXij (Irenopblis). There is 
fome difpute concerning the etymology of Bagdad, but the firft fyllablc is 
allowed to fignify a garden in the Perfian tongue j the gardfcn of Dad; a 
chriftian hermitj whofecfell had been the only habitation on th© f^pot. 

44 Rellquit in xrarit) fexcenties millies mille Aateres, et quater tt vicies 
miUles milie aureos aureos. Elmacin, Hilt. Saracen, p. 126. I hive 
reckoned the gold pieces at eight HiillingSy and tlie proportion to the lilver 
as twelve to one. But I will never anfwer for the numbers of Erpenius j 
and the Latins are (ibarcely above the favages in tlie language of ^rithrnetic. 

45 D'Herbelot, p. 530, Abulfeda, p* 154. Uiyttn Mcccam apportavif; 
rem ibl ant nunq«am aiK rariflitmc vifam. 

ivould 
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would furely praife the liberality of his grandfon 
Almamon, who gave away four-fifths of the in- 
come of a province, a fum of two millions four 
hundred thoufand gold dinars, before he drew his 
foot from the ftirrup. At the nuptials of the fame 
prince, a thoufand pearls of the lafgeft fize were 
fhowered on the head of the bride *^ and a lot^ 
tery of lands and houfes dilplayed the capricious 
bounty of fortune. The glories of the court were 
brightened rather than impaired in the decline of 
the empire; and a Greek ambaflador might ad- 
mire or pity the magnificence of the feeble Moc- 
tader. " The caliph's whole army," fays the 
hiftorian Abulfeda, " both horfe and foot, was 
*• under arms, which together made a body of 
♦* one hundred and fixty thoufand men. His 
" ftate-officers, the favourite flaves, ftood near 
" him in fplendid apparel, their belts glittering 
** with gold and gems. Near them were feven 
** thoufand eunuchs, four thoufand of them white, 
** the remainder black. The porters or door- 
'* keepers were in number feven hundred. Barges 
<* and boats, with the moft fuperb decorations, 
*V were feen fwimming upon the Tigris. Nor was- 
«* the palace itfelf lefs fplendid, in which were 
^* hung up thirty-eight thoufand pieces of tapeftry, 
*' twelve thoufand fy/e hundred of which were of 

46 Abulfeda, p. 184. 189. defcribcs the fplendour and (iborality of Al- 
mamon. Milton has alluded to this Oriental cuftom : 

—Or where the gorgeous EaA, with richeA hand^ 

Showers on her kings Barbaric pearls and gold. 
I have ufcd the modem word lottery y to exprefs the Mi0lu{ of the Roman 
cmptrors, which entitled to fome piize the perfon who caught them, as they 
were thrqwn among the crowd. 

D 3 « filk 
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CHAP. «' filk embroidered with gold. The carpets on 
" the floor were twenty-two thoufand. An hun- 
*' dred lions were brought out, with a keeper to 
** each lion*^ Among the other fpeftacles of 
** rare and ftupendous luxury, was a tree of gold 
<• and filver fpreading into eighteen large branches, 
*' on which, and on the leffer boughs, fat a 
^f variety of birds made of the fame precious mcr 
** tals, as well as the leaves of the tree. While 
** the machinery afFefted fpontaneous motions, 
^' the feveral birds warbled their natural harmony. 
^' Through this fcene of magnificence, the Greek 
*' ambaflador was led by the vifir to the foot of 
« the caliph's throne*'." In the Weft, the Omr 
miades of Spain fupported, with equal pomp, the 
title of commander of the faithful. Three miles 
from Cordova, in honour of his favourite fultana, 
the third and greateft of the Abdalrahmans con- 
ftrufted the city, palace, and gardens of Zehra. 
Twenty-five years, and above three millions fter- 
ling, were employed by the founder : his liberal 
tafte invited the artifts of Conftantinople, the 
laoft Ikilful fculptors and architedls of the age; 
and the buildings were fuftained or adorned by 
twelve hundred columns of Spanifti and Africanj 
pf Greek and Italian marble. The h^U qf audience 

47 When Ec'l of Antermony (Travels, vol. i. p. 99.) accompanied the 
^uiTian ambalTador to ih^ audience of the unfortMnatc Shah Hulfein of Pcr- 
fia, tiuc lions were introduced, to denote the power of the king over the 
fierccft animals. 

43 Abulftda, p. 237. d'Herbclot, p. 590. This embaffy was received at 
Bagdad A. H. 305, A. D. 917. In the paffage of Abullcda, 1 have ufed, 
yviih foipe variations, the Engli(h tranflation of the learned and amiable Mr. 
Harris of Saliibury (Philological Enquiries, p. 3^3, 364. )• 

was 
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was encrufted with gold and pearls, and a great chap* 
bafon in the centre, was furrounded with the cu- ^-^,^i^^ 
rious and coflly figures of birds and quadrupeds. 
In a iofty pavilion of the gardens, one of thefe 
bafons and fountains, fo deb'gbtful in a fultry cli- 
mate, was replenilhed not with water, but with 
the pureft quickfilver. The feraglio of Abdalrah- 
man, his wives, concubines, and black eunuchs, 
amounted to fix thoufand three hundred perfons ; 
and he was attended to the field by a guard of 
twelve thoufand horfe, whofe belts and fcymetars 
were ftudded with gold ^^ 

In a private condition, our defires are perpe- itsconfe- 
tually reprefled by poverty and fubordination.; but JrWateand 
the lives and labours of millions are devoted to p^ncfi.*'^**' 
the fervice of a defpotic prince, whofe laws are 
blindly obeyed, and whoie wifhes are inflantly 
gratified. Our imagination is dazzled by the 
fplendid pifture ; and whatever may be the cool 
difbates of reafon, there are few among us who 
would obftinately refufe a trial of the comforts 
and the cares of royalty. It may therefore be of 
fome ufe to borrow the experience of the fame 
Abdalrahman, whofe magnificence has perhaps 
excited our admiration and envy, and to tranfcribe 
an authentic memorial which was found in the 
clofet of the deceafed caliph. " I have now 
" reigned above fifty years in viftory or peace j 
" beloved by my fubjeds, dreaded by my ene- 

\ 

49 Cardonnc, Hirtoire dc 1* Afrlque et del'Efpagnc, torn, i p. 330—336. 
A juft idea of the taftc and archltefture of the iXrahlans of Spain, may ha 
conceived from the defcription and plates of the A Ihambra •©£ Grenada 
(Swinburne's Traveis, p. 171— 188. )• 

D 4 *^ mies, 
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" tnies, and refpefted by my allies. Riches and 
" honours, power and pleafure, have waited on 
•• my call, nor does any earthly blefling appear 
•* to have been wanting to my felicity. In this 
** fituation I have diligently numbered the days 
^' of pure and genuine happinefs which have fallen 
^^ to my lot : they amount to Fourteen : — O 
^' man ! place not thy confidence in this prefent 
*« world '°1" The luxury of the caliphs, fo ufe- 
lefs to their private happinefs, relaxed the nerves, 
and terminated the progrefs, of the Arabian em- 
pire. Temporal and fpiritual conqueft had beeA 
the fole occupation of the firft fucceflbrs of Ma- 
|iomet; and after fupplying themfelves with the 
neceffaries of life, the whole revenue was fcrupu- 
loufly devoted to that falutary work. The Abbaf- 
fides were impoveriffied by the multitude of their 
wants and their contempt of oeconomy. Inftead 
of purfuing the great objeQ: of ambition, their 
leifure, their affeftions, the powers of their mind", 
were diverted by pomp and pleafure ; the rewards 
of valour were embezzled by women and eunuchs, 
and the royal camp was encumbered by the luxury 
of the palace. A fimilar temper was diffufed 
among the fubjefts of the caliph. Their ftern en- 

50 Cardonne, torn. i. p. 3t9, 330. This, confeflion, the complaints of 
Solomon of the vanity of this world (read Prior's vcrbofe but eloquent poem), 
and the happy ten days of the emperor Seghed (Rambler, No 204, 205.), 
will be triumphantly quoted by the detradors of human life. Their ex- 
pedationsare commonly Immoderate, their efti mates are feldom impartial. 
If I may fpeak of myfelf (the only perfon of whom I can fpeak with cer- 
tainty), wy happy hours have far exceeded, and far exceed, the fcanty num- 
bers of the caliph of^Spawj and I (hall not fcruple to add, that many of 
them arc due to the pJcafing labour of the prefent compofilion. ^ 

thufiafm 
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thufiafm was foftened by time and profperity : they c h a b, 
fought riches in the occupations of induftry, fame ._^"-l^ 
in the purfuits of literature, aud happinefs in the 
tranquillity of domeftic life. War was no longer 
the paffion of the Saracens ; and the increafe of 
pay, the repetition of donatives, were infufficient 
to allure the pofterity of thofe voluntary cham- 
pions who had crowded to the ftandard of Abu- 
beker and Omar for the hopes of fpoil and of 
paradife. 

Under the reign of the Ommiades, the ftudies ^'^^^Aq^ 
of the Moflems were confined to the mterpretatton i^^nun^ 
of the Koran, and the eloquence and poetry of ATa^f,^ 
their native tongue. A people continually expofed ^^^g ^^ 
to' the dangers of the field muft efteem the heal- ^c. 
ing powers of medicine or rather of furgcry : but 
the ftarving phyficians of Arabia murmured a 
complaint, that exercife and temperance deprived 
them of the greateft part of their praftice'% 
After their civil and domeftic wars, the fubje£ts 
of the Abbaffides, awakening from this mental 
lethargy, found leifure and felt curiofity for the 
acquifition of profane fcience. This fpirit was 
firft encouraged by the caliph Almanfor, who, 
befides his knowledge of the Mahometan law, had 
applied himfelf with fuccefs to the ftudy of aftro^ 
nomy. But when the fceptre devolved to Alma- 
mon, the feventh of the Abbaffides, he complete4 
the defigns of his grandfather, and invited the 

51 The Guliftan (p. 1139.) relates the converfation of Mahonnct «nd a 
phyfician (EpiAol. Renaudot. in Fabricius, Bibliot. Graec. torn, i* p. S14,]. 
The prophet himfelf was ikilled in the art of medicine ; and Gagnier (Vie 
de Mahomet, torn. iii. p. 394—405.) has ^ven ah extra£t of the aphorifms 
which are extant under his name. 

4 mufes 
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CHAP, mufes from their ancient feats. His ambaflfadors 
at Conftantinople, his agents in Armenia, Syria^ 
and Egypt, coUefted the volumes of Grecian fci- 
ence: at his command they were tranflated by 
the mod: fkilful interpreters into the Arabic Ian- 
guage: his fubjefts were exhorted afliduoufly to 
perufe thefe inftrudlive writings j and the fiicceflbr 
of Mahomet affifted with pleafure and modefty at 
che aflemblies and difputations of the learned. 
** He was not ignorant/' fays Abulpharagius, 
** that they are the eleft of God, his beft and mod 
*^ ufeful fervants, whofe lives are devoted to the 
^^ improvement of their rational faculties. The 
*^ mean ambition of the Chinefe or the Turks may 
" glory in the induftry of their hands or the in- 
*« dulgence of their brutal appetites. Yet thefe 
** dexterous artifts muft view, with hopelefs emu- 
*' lation, the hexagons and pyramids of the cells 
** of a bee-hive ^* : thefe fortitudinous heroes are 
** awed by the fuperior fiercenefs of the lions and 
*' tygers ; and in their amorous enjoyments, they 
*' are much inferior to the vigour of the groffeft 
*' and mod fordid quadrupeds. The teachers of 
*' wifdom are the true luminaries and legiflators 
*' of a world, which, without their aid, would 



5» Sfc their curious archite^tire in Reaumur (Hift. des [nfe^lcs, torn. v. 
Memoirc viii.). Thefe hexagons are clofed by a pyramid ; the angles of 
the three fides of a fimllar pyramid, fuch as would accompli(h the given 
end with the imaUeft quantity poflibk of materials^ were determined 
by a mathematician, at 109 degrees 26 minutes for the larger, 70 degrees 
34 minutes for the fmaller. The actual meafure is 109 degrees ag mi- 
nutes, 70 degrees yt minutes. Yet this perfect harmony raifes the work 
ax. the expence of the artift: the bees are not mafters of tranfcendant geo- 
pictry. 

** again 
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^^ again fink in ignorance and barbarifm ".** The 
zeal and curiofity of Almamon were imitated by 
fucceeding princes of the line of Abbas : their 
rivals, the Fatimites of Africa and the Ommiades 
of Spain, were the pitrons of the learned, as well 
as the commanders of the faithful : the fame royal 
prerogative was claimed by their independent emirs 
of the provinces ; and their emulation diffufed the 
tafte Snd the rewards of fcience from Samarcand 
and Bochara to Fez and Cordova. The vifir qf 
a fultan confecrated a fum of two hundred thoufand 
pieces of gold to the foundation of a college at 
Bagdad, which he endowed with an annual reve- 
nue of fifteen thoufand dinars. The fruits of 
inftruftion were communicated, perhaps at dif- 
ferent times, to fix thoufand difciples of every 
degree, from the fon of the noble to that of the 
mechanic : a fufEcient allowance was provided for 
the indigent fcholars ; and the tnerit or induftry 
of the profeffors was repaid with adequate ftipends. 
In every city the produdions of Arabic literature 
were copied and collefted by the curiofity of the 
ftudious and the vanity of the rich. A private 
doftor refufed the invitation of the fultan of Bo- 
khara, becaufe the carriage of his books would 
have required four hundred camels. The royal 
library of the Fatimites confifted of one hundred 
thoufand manufcripts, elegantly tranfcribed and 

53 Sacd Ebn Ahmed, cadhi of Toledo, who died A. H. 462, A. D. 1069, 
has furnifhed Abulpharagius (Dynaft. p.i6o. ) with this curious paiTage, 
as well as with the ttxt of Pocock's Specimen Hifloriac Arabum. A 
number of literary anecdotes of phiiofophers, phyficians, &c. who have 
flouriflicd undtr each caliph, form the priqcipai merit of the Dynafties of _ 
Abulpharagius. 

fplendidly 
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H A 
Lll, 



CHAP, fplendidly bound, which were lent, without jea- 



loufy or avarice, to the ftudents of Cairo, Yet 
this colleftion muft appear moderate, if we can 
believe that the Oramiades of Spain had formed a 
library of fix hundred thoufand volumes, forty- 
four of which were employed in the mere cata- 
logue. Their capital, Cordova, with the adjacent 
towns of Malaga, Almeria, and Murcia, had . 
given birth to more than three hundred writers, 
and above feventy public libraries were opened in 
the cities of the Andalufian kingdom* The age 
of Arabian learning continued about five hundred 
years, till the great irruption of the Moguls, and 
was coeval with the darkeft. and moft flothful 
period of European annals ; but fince the fun of 
fcience has arifen in the Weft, it fliould feem 
that the Oriental ftudies have languifhed and 
declined'*. 
Their real In the libraries of the Arabians, as in thofe of 
S^fcknces. Europe, the far greater part of the innumerable 
volumes were pofleffed only of local value or ima- 
ginary merit ". The flielves were crowded with 
orators and poets, whofe ftyle was adapted to the 
tafte and manners of their countrymen ; with 
general and partial hiftories, which each revolving 



54 Thefc literary anecdote* are borrowed from the Bibliotheca Arabico- 
Hifpana (torn ii« p. 33. 71* aoz, 202. ]» 'Leo Africanus (de Arab. Medicis 
ct Fhilofophis, in Fabric. Bibiiot. Grsc. torn. xiii. p. 259 — 298, particu- 
larly p. 274.), and Rcnaudot (Hift. Patriarch. Alex. p. 274, 275. 536, 
5370> hefides the chronolosical remarks of Abulpharagius. 

55 The Arabic catalogue of the Efcurial will give a juft idfca of the 
proportion of the claffes. In the library of Cairo, the MSS. of aftronomy 
and medicine amounted to 6500, with two fair globes, the one of braTsi 
the other of fUver (Bibiiot. Arab, Hifp. torn, i, p. 417- )• 

generation 
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genetation fupplied with ^ Hew harveft of pcrfons chap. 
and events ; with codes and commentaries of jurif- 
J)rudence, which derived their authority from the 
law of the prophet ; with the interpreters of the 
Koran, and orthodox tradition ; and with the whole 
theological tribe, polemics, myftics, fcholaftics, and 
moralifts, the firft or the laft of writers, according 
to the different eftimate of fceptlcs or believers. 
The works of, fpcculation or fcience may be 
reduced to the four claffes of philofophy, mathema^ 
tics, aftronomy, and phyfic. The fages of Greece 
Were tranilated and iliuilrated in the Arabic hn^ 
guage, and fome treatifes, now loft in the original^ 
have been recovered in the verfions of the Eaft^**^ 
which poiTefled and ftudied the writings of Ariftotle 
and Plato, of Euclid and Apollonius, of Ptolemy^ 
Hippocrates, and Galen ^^ Among the id^ 
fyftems, which have varied with the faftiion of the 
times, the Arabians adopted the philofophy of the 

5^ As for inftance* the fifth, fixth, and fevcnth books (the eighth 
is ftill wanting) of tite Conic Sections of Apollonius Pergaus, which 
were printed from the Florence MS. 1661 (Fabric. Bibliot. Grac. torn, ii, 
p. 559-)- ^^^ the fifth book had been previoudy reftored by the raai 
thematical divination of Viviani (fee his Eioge in Fonteneile^ torn. v. p. 5^^ 
fcc). 

57 The merit of thefc Arabic verfions is freely difcuffed by RenaudcA 
(Fabric. BibUot. Gr«c. tom. i. p* S(2-— Si6-)^ and pJouily defended by 
Gafira (BibUot. Arab. Hifpana, torn. i. p. 23S— •240.^ Moft of the verfioti^ 
of Plato, Ariflotle, Hippocrates:, Galen, &c, ard afcribed to Honato, a phy-^^ 
iiciancf the Ncflorian UGt, who flouriihed at Bagdad in the ^ourtof the 
«aliphs, and died A. D. 876. He was at the head of a fchool or manu- 
iaAure of translations; and the works of h'n fons and difciples were . 
published tihder his na»ie. See Abulpharagius (Dynaft. p. 83. 115. 171— ^ 
274, and apud AiFcman, Bibliot. Orient, tom. ii. p> 438.)» d^eriielot 
(Bibliot. brientale, p. 4560> Aifeman ^(Bibiiot. Orient, torn. iii. p. i64.)» 
and Cafiri (Bibliot. Arab. Hif^iana, tom. i. p. 13^, Sec, 151. 286—290. 
302. 304, &c.). 

Stagirite, 
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CHAP. Stagirite, alike intelligible or alike obfcure for the- 
^-^^.^ readers of every age. Plato wrote for the Athe- 
nians, and his allegorical genius is too clofely 
blended with the language and religion of Greece. 
After the fall of that religion, the Peripatetics, 
emerging from their obfcurity, prevailed in the con- 
troverfics of the Oriental fefts, and their founder 
was long afterwards reftored by the Mahometans 
of Spain to the Latin fchools*'. The phyfics, 
both of the Academy and the Lycaeum, as they 
are built, not on obfervation, but on argument, 
have retarded the progrefs of real knowledge. The 
metaphyfics of infinite, or finite, fpirit, have toa 
often been enlifted in the fervice of fuperftition* 
But the human faculties are fortified by the art 
and praftice of dialeftics ; the ten predicaments 
of Ariftotle colleft and methodife our ideas '% and 
his fyllogifm is the keeneft weapon of difpute. It 
was dextroufly wielded in the fchools of the Sara- 
cens, but as it IS more effeftual for the deteftion 
of error than for the inveftigation of truth, it is 
not furprifmg that new generations of matters and 
difciples (hould ftill revolve in the fame circle of 
logical argument. The mathematics are diftin- 
guiflied by a peculiar privilege, that, in the courfe 
of ages, they may always advance, and can never 
recede. But the ancient geometry, if I am not 
mifinformed, was refumed in the fame ftate by the 

s« See Moftieim, Inftitut. Hift. £cclef. p. x8i. 214. 236. 257. 315. 338. 
396. 4389 &c. 

59 TRe mod elegant commentary on the Categories or Predicaments of 
Arlflotle may be found in the Philofophical Arrangements of Mr. James 
Harris (London^ 1775, »"* oftavo), who 'laboured to revive the ftudies of 
Grecian literature and philofophy. 

Italians 
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Ifalians of the fifteenth century ; and whatever chap. 
may be the origin of the name, the fcience of v-^vw 
algebra is afcribed to the Grecian Diophantus 
by the modeft teftimony of the Arabs them- 
felves^''. They cultivated with more fuccefs the 
fublime fcience of aftronomy, which elevates the 
mind of man to difdain his diminutive planet 
and momentary exiftence. The coftly inftruments 
of obfervation were fupplied by the caliph Alma- 
mon, and the land of the Chaldseans ftill afforded 
the fame fpecious level, the fame unclouded hori- 
zon. In the plains of Sinaar, and a fecond time 
in thofe of Cufa, his mathematicians accurately 
meafured a degree of the great circle of the earth, 
and determined at twenty-four thoufand miles the 
entire circumference of our globe ^\ From the 
reign of the Abbaflides to that of the grand- 
children of Tamerlane, the ftars, without the aid 
of glaffes, were diligently obferved ; and the 
aftronomical tables of Bagdad, Spain, and Samar- 
cand ^% corredt forae minute errors, without daring 

^0 Abulpbara^Ius, Dyna(l. p. 8r. 222. Bibliot. Arab. Hi(). torn. L 
p. 370, 371. In quem (fays the priir.aie of the Jacobites) fi immiferit fe 
kdlor, oceanum lioc in genere {a/gei>ra) inveniet. The time of Diophantus 
of Alexandria is unknown, but his fix bcoks are Tiili extant, and have been 
illullrated by the Greek Pkinudes and the Frenchman Meziriac (Fabric. 
Bibliot. Grac. torn. iv. p. 12—15.). 

fii Abulfeda (Annal. Moflem. p. 210, 211. verf. Reifke) defcribes this 
operation according to Ibn Challecan, and the beft hiftorians. This degree 
moft accurately contains 200,000 royal or Hafhemite cubits, which Arabia . 
had derived from the facred and legal pradHce both of I'alcftine and Egypt, 
This ancient cubit is repeated 400 times in each bafis of the great pyramid, 
and feems to indicate the primitive and univerfal meafures of the £alt* See 
the Metrologie of the laborious M. Paudlon, p. loi — 195.)* 

6i See the Aftronomical Tables of UJegh Bcgh, with the preface, of 
Dr. Hyde, in the firft volume of his Syntagma Di flirtation urn, Oxon* 
1767. 

to 
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c H A P. to renounce the hypothcfis of Ptolemy, ^thout 
advancing a ftep towards the difcovery of the 
folar fyftem* In the eaftern courts^ the truths of 
fcience could be recommended only by ignorance 
and folly> and the aftronomer would have been 
difregardedy had he not debafed his wifdom or 
honefty by the vain predidions of aftrology**^. 
But in the fcience of medicine^ the Arabians have 
been defervedly applauded/ The names of Mefua 
and Geber^ of Razis and Avicenna^ are ranked 
with the Grecian mafters ; in the city of Bagdad^ 
eight hundred and fixty phyficians were licenfed 
to exercife their lucrative profeffion*^*: in Spain, 
the life of the Catholic princes was entrufted to 
theikill of the Saracens^*, and the fchool of Sa- 
lerno, their legitimate offspring, revived in Italy 
and Europe the precepts of the healing art **. The 
fuccefs of each profeffor muft have been influenced 
by perfonal and accidental caufes i but we may 
form a lefs fanciful eilimate of their general know- 



6| The truth of a{(rology was allowed by Albttmacar, and the bed of the 
Arabian aftronomers, wlio drew their mod certain predidlioDs, not from 
Venus and Mercury, but from Jupiter and the fan (AbuJphara^ Dynafl. 
|».i6i— x63.)' For the (late and fcience of the Perfian aArooomers, fee 
Cbardin (Voyages en Perfe, torn. iii. p. i6z — 103. )• 

^ Bibliot. Arabico-Hifpana, torn. i. p. 43!. The original relates a 
pleafant tale> of an ignorant but harmJefs praaitloner^ 

65 In the year 956, Sancho the fat, king of Leon, was cured by the 
|>hyficiansof Cordova (Marlanay 1. viii. c. 7. torn. i. p. 31!. )• 

66 Thefclioolof Saterno, and the introdudion of the Arabian fciences 
into Italy, are difcufled With learning and judgment by Maratbri (Antiqui- 
tat. Italiae Medii y£vi> torn. iii. p. 932— 940.) and biannone (Illoria Civil] 
A Napoli, torn. ii. p. ii^9n-xz7.). 
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tedge of anatomy *% botany *•, and chemiftry *^| 
the threefold bafk of their theory and practice. A 
fuperftitious reverence for the dead confined both 
the Greeks and the Arabians to the difle£tion of 
apes and quadropeda; the more folid and vifibl^ 
parts were known in the time of Galen, and the 
finer fcrutiny of the human frame was referved for 
the microfcope and the injections of modem 
artifts. Botany is an a£live fcience, and the di& 
coveries of the torrid zone might enrich the 
herbal of Diofcorides with two thoufand plants^ 
Some traditionary knowledge might be fecreted 
in the temples and monafteries of Egypt} much 
ufeful experience bad been acquired in the pradice 
of arts and manu&dtures ; but the fcience of 
chemiftry owes its origin and improvement to the; 
induftry of the Saracens. They firft invented and 
named the alembic for the purpofes of diftUlation, 
analyfed the fubftances of the three kingdoms of 
nature, tried the diftindion and affinities of alcalis 
and acids^ and converted the poifonous minerals 

^ See a good view of the progrefs of anatomy in Wotton (Refleflicrns on 
aftctent and modlern LramtAg, p. ao3-*z560* His reputation has been 
Wiwoitbiljf depreciated by the wits in the controverfy of Boyle and 
Benttey. 

63 Bibltot. Arab. Hifpana, torn. i. p. 275. Al Belthar of ^falagaj thek 
gfeated botanift, had travcikd into Africa, Perfia, and India. 

69 Dr.Watfon (Eiements of ChemiAry, vol i. p. 17, &c.) allows tht 
original merit Of the Afahiaits. Yet be quotes tht modeil confeffion of tht 
fiimous Geber of the \x^^ century (d*Herkcloc, p. sS?*)* that he had drawn 
ttoft d( his fcience, perhaps of the tranCoantation of metals, from theandenC 
figes. Whatever might be the orlgitv or extent of^thtir lcn<iwle<»gc, th« 
irts of ehemiftry -ftnd alchymy appear jo have been known in Egypt <C 
ka(t three hundred ^evs before Mubomct (Wott0n*s Rcfledions, p. tax 
«i-i33. Pauwj Rcchcrclics.fiir Its Igjipticiit erUa ChiMit» t»m. i. p. 376 

> V01-. X. E into 
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c H A P. inta foft and falutary medicines. But the mo(f 
y:^^,^^^ eager fearch of Arabian chemiftry was the tran& 
mutation of metals, and the elixir of immortal 
health : the reafori and the fortunes of thoufands- 
were evaporated in the crucibles of^aichymy, and 
the confummation of the great work was jpro- 
moted by the worthy aid of myftery, fable> and 
fuperftition. 
Wantof gut the Moflems deprired themfelves of the 

tafte,and principal benefits of a familiar intercourfe with 
freedom. Greece and Rome, the knowledge of antiquity, 
the pBrity of tafte, and the freedom of thought. 
Oonfident in the riches of thetr native tongue, the 
Arabians difdained the ftudy of any foreign idiom«' 
The Greek interpreters were chofen among their 
Chriftian fubjetSts ; they formed their tranflations, 
fometimes o» the original text, more frequently 
perhaps otb a Syriac verfion i and in the crowd of 
aftronomers and phyficians, there is no example of 
a poet, an orator, or even an hiftorian, being 
taught to %eak the language of the Saracens '**# 
The mythology of Homer would have provoked 
the abhorrence of thofe ftem fanatics ; they pof- 
feffed in lazy ignorance the colonies of the Mace^ 
donians, and the provinces of Carthage and Rome: 
the heroes of Plutarch and Livy were buried iiv 
oblivion j and the hiftory of the world before Ma« 

7^ Abulpharagius (Dynaft. p. z6. 14S.) mentions a Sjr'me verfion «f Ho- 
mer*s two poems, by ThebphilM, a Chriftian Maronite of mount Ubanas, 
yf^o profefled nftronomy at Roha or Edeifa towards the end of the viii^^ 
eeiAufy. Hii work would be a litciwy curioiity. I have read fomewher^ 
but 1 do not believe, that Plutarch** Uves were trandated into Tnrkifii ioc 
Che ufe of Mahomet the fecond. 

7 Jiomet 
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hornet was recluced: to zfhort -Tegeiid of * tfief' ^a- ^^^^^ 
triarchsvtfte pl;of>hets,'and thePerfian kingd. Quf 
education ih the Greek and Latin fchools may 
have fixed in our minds a ftandard' of excln'five 
t^fte ; and I am. not forward to condemn the lite* 
ratute' and' judgment of nations, of whofe lan- 
gU2(ge t am ignorant. Yet 1 kmiv that the claffics 
hkvc much' io tieach, and I believe that the Orien* 
tals 'Have ihtich to learn : the temperate dignity of 
ftylej'the graceful proportions of art, the forms of 
vifibie and intelleftual beauty, the juft delirieatton 
ofcharafter and paffion, the rhetpnc of narrative 
and argument, the regular fabric of epic and dra- 
matic poetty ^*. The influence of truth and rea* 
fon Is of a lefs ambiguous complexion. The phi- 
lofophejrs of Athens and Rome enjoyed the 
blejlings, and afferted the rights, of civil and re- 
ligious ffe^bm* Their moral and political writings 
might have gr^idually unlocked the fetters of 
lEjill^rn defpotifm, diffufed ^ liberal fpirit of en- 
quiry and tol^fatipn, and encouraged the Arabian 
fages to fufpeft that their caliph was a tyrant and 
their prophet an impoftor ^*. The inftinft of fuper- 
flition was alarmed by the introduflion even of the 
4tb(lra£t fciences j and the more rigid dodors of 

7« I !iave perufed with much pleaforc. Sir William Jones's Latlii Com- 
tnentary on Aiiatic Poetry (London^ 17749 '^ o6)avo)> which was compofed 
in the yoiith of that wonderful lingulft. At prcfcnt> in the maturity of hi« 
tafleand judgment^ he would perhaps abate of the fervent, and even par* 
tiai, praife which he has beftowed on the Orientals. 

7* Among the Arabian philofophers, Averroes has been accufed of defpiiins 
'the religion of the Jews, theChriftians, and the Mahometans (fee his article 
in Bayk*s t>i6lionary). Each ofthefe fe^s would agree, that in two in* 
#ances out of three, his contempt was reafonable* 

E % tb« 
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THE DECLINE AND TALL 

tlie law condemned the rafli and pernicious cut!o« 
fity ci Almamon ^K To the thirft of martyrdom, 
die vifion of paradife, and the belief of predeftina- 
tioOy we muft afcribe the invincible enthufi^m 
of the prince and people. And the fword of the 
Saracens became lefs formidable, when their 
youth was drawn away from the camp to the col- 
lege, when the aormies of the faithful prefumed to 
rc»d and to refied. Yet the foolifh vanity of the 
Greeks was jealous of their ftudies, and reluctantly 
imparted the (kcred fire to the Barbarians of the 
Eaft'\ 

In the bloody confli£t of the Ommiades and 
Abbaffides, the Greeks had flolen the opportunity 
of avenging their wrongs and enlarging their 
limits. But a fevere retribution was exaded by 
Mohadi, the third caliph of the new dynaily, who 
feized in his turn the favourable opportunity, 
while a woman and a child, Irene and Conftan- 
dne, were feated on the Byzantine throne. An 
army of ninety-five thoufand Perfians and Arabs 
was fent from the Tygris to the Thracian Bofphorus, 
under the command of Harun^*, or Aaron, the 



71 D'HerVelot, Bibliotheque Orientate, p. 546. 

7+ ©8o$»Xoj aroTTov xpwat^ n tw twv trrm yvucift )« ijv to fu^u» 
y&oi Oav/tAo^rrai ix^oroy voineru twj lOyjo-*, &c. Cedrenus» p. $48. who 
jielates bow manfully the emperor refufcd a matliematician to the inftanccs 
and offen of the caitph Almamon. This abfurd fcruple is expreflcd almo^ 
in the fame words by the continuator of Theophanes (Scriptoret poit 
Theophanem, p. 118.}. 

75 See the reign and chara£ler of Harun al Rafliid, in the Bibliotheque 
Orientale, p. 431 — ^433. under his proper title : and in the relative articles 
to which M. d'Hcrbelot refers. That learned colleftor has (hewn mock 
uAe in dripping the Oriental chronicles of their inilruaive and amufing 
>antcdotcs» ^ 

fecond 
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l^ohd ion of the commander of the fattbfpL H!^ chap, 

encampment on the oppofite heights of Chryfo* 

polis or Scutari, informed Irene, in her palace of 

Conftantinople, of the Jofs of her ttoop$ and 

provinces. With the confent or > connivance of 

their fovereign her minifters fnbfcribed an igno« 

minious peace : and the occhange of fome royal 

gifts cottld not diTguifii the annual tribute of feventy 

thou&nd dinars of gold, which was impofed on 

the Roman emigre. The Saracens had too raflily 

advanced into the midft of a diftant and hoftile 

land : their retreat was folicited by the promife of 

faithful guides and plentiful markets ; and not a 

Greek had courage to whifper, that their weary 

forces might be furrounded and deftroyed in their 

neceiTary paflage between a ilippery mountain and 

the river Sangarius. Five years after this expe* 

4iti(m, Harun afcended the throne of his father 

and hk elder brother; the moft powerful and 

vigorous monarch of his race, illuftrious in the 

Weft, as the ally. of Charlemagne, and familiar 

ta the moil childiih readers, as the perpetual herd 

of the Arabian tales. His title to the name of ^/ 

Rq/bid(tbc Juji) is fullied by the extirpation of 

the generous, perhaps the innocent, Barmecides | 

yet he could liften to the complaint of a poor 

widow who had been pillaged by bis troops* and 

who dared, in a pafiage of the Koran, to threaten 

the inattentive defpot with the judgment of God 

and pofterity. His coiirt was adorned with luxury 

and fcience \ but, in a reign of three-and-twenty 

years, Harwi repeatedly vilited his provinces from 

£3 Chorafan 
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ctiAK Cyrafiin to Egypt; aine times he perforriidd tho 

yjj^f;^^ pilgrimage of Mecca ; eight times he invaded the 

territories of the Romfcms ; and as often as they 

declined the payment of the tribute, they were 

tkiight to feel that a month of depifedation was 

mote cbftly than a year of fubmiifion. But whcii 

the unnatural mother of Cdnftantine was depofed 

and banilhed, her fucceffor Nicephorus reJTolved to 

ddliter^te. this badge of fervitude and difgrace* 

The epiftle of the emperor to the caliph was pointed 

with an allufion to the game of chefs, which had 

already fpread from Perfia to Greece. " The 

*• queen (he fpoke of Irene) confidered you as a 

•* rook and herfelf as a pawn. That pufillani^ 

•* mous female fubinitted to pay a tribute, the 

^* double of which (he ought to have exaded from 

♦• the Barbarians. Rfeftore therefore the fruits of 

^ your^njuftice, or abide the detertnination of 

^< the fword," At thefe Words the ambaffadors 

ejift a bundle of fwords before the foot of the 

thrmie. Thetaliph fmiled at the menace, and 

drawing his fcymetar, fm/apiab, n weapon ©f 

hiftoric or fabulous renown, he cut afunder the 

iFeeble arms of the Greeks, without turning the 

rdgfei, or endangering the temper, of his blade. 

Pe tbendiftabed an epiftle of tremendous brevity : 

j' In the name of the mo/l merciful God, Hirun 

^ -al RaAiid, commander of the faithfiil, tb 

•^* Nicephorus, the Rottlan dog. I have read thy 

♦* letter, O tlftou foaof an unbelieving mother. 

f* Thou (hail not hear, thou fealt behold my 

Iff reply/' It wai written in charafters of Wood 

^ and 
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wd fird o!i the plains of Phrygia ; and the warUke c it a p. 
celerity of the Arab$ could only be checked by the' ■_j-^-,_j 
arts of deceit and the fhew of repentance^ The 
triumphant caliph retired, after the fatigues of the 
campaign, to his favourite palace of Raoca on the 
Euphrates ^; but the diftance of jfive hundred 
miles, and the inclemency of the feafon, encouraged- 
his adverfary to violate the peace, Nicephorus was 
aftonilhed by the bold and rapid march of the 
commander of the faithfol^ who repaffed, in the 
depth of winter, the fnows of mount Taurus : hh- 
ftratagems of policy and war were cxhaufted^ 
and the perfidious Greek efcaped with three wounds 
from a field of battle overfpread with forty thoufand 
of his fubjefts. Yet the emperor was afliamed of 
fubmiflion, and the caliph was refolved on viftory^ 
One hundred and thirty-five thoufand regular 
foldiers received pay, and* were infcribcd ia the 
nrilit&ry roll ; and above three hundred thoufand 
perfons of et^ry denomination marched under the 
black ftandard of the Abbaffides* They fwept the 
furface of Afia Minor far beyond Tyana and An- 
cyra, and invefted the Pontic Heraclea '% once a 
flouriQiing ilate, now a paltry town ; at that tim^ 

76 For the fituation of Racca^ the old Nicephorium, confult d*Anv4]ie 
trEuphrate et- leTigre, p. 24 — 17.)- The Arabain Nights wprttient Harun 
al Raftiid as almoft ftationary in Bagdad. He refpefttd the royal feat of the 
Abliaffidcs, but the vices of the inhabitants had driven token from the cijty 
(Abijfed. Annal. p. 167.). 

77 M. D. Tounn'efort* ifi his coafling voyage from Conftantlnople to Tf«» 
bizond, paflfed a night at Heraclea or Ercgri. His eye furveyed the prefeilC 
ftatc, his reading colle€ied the antiquities, of the oity (Voyage du Levant* 
«om. iii. Icttrc xvi. p. 13— 35-.}* We have a feparate hi flory of Heraclea in 
the fragments of Memnox), which are prcferved by Pliotinsi. 

£ 4 capable 
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capable of fuftaiiung in her antique walls a month's 
liege againft the forces of the Eaft. The ruin was 
complete, the fpoil was ample ; but if Harun had 
been converfant with Grecian ftory, he would have 
regretted the ftatue of Hercules, whofe attributes, 
the club, the bow, the quiver, and the lion's hide, 
were fculptured in mafiy gold. The progrefs of 
defolation. by fea and land» from the £uxine to the 
ifle of Cyprus, compelled the emperor Nicephorus 
to retrad hb haughty d«^ce. In the new treaty, 
the ruins of Heraclea were left for ever as a leffon 
and a trophy ; and the coin of the tnbute was 
marked with the image and fuperfcription of 
Harun and his three tons ^'. Yet this plurality of 
lords might contribute to remove the diflionour of 
the Roman name* After the death of their father, 
the heirs of the caliph were involve^l in pvil dif? 
cord, and the conqueror, the liberal Aliqamon, 
was fufficiently engaged in the reftoration of 
' domeftic peace and the introdudion of fordgi) 

fcience. 
The Arabs Under the reign of Almamon at Bagdad, of 
S^flCrSe, Michael the Stammerer at Conftantinople, the 
^i>.8»3. iflands of Crete ^' and Sicily were fubdi;ed by the 

Arabs. 

7t ^he wan of Harqa al Ralhid aga<|ift thp Ronu^n empire^ are related 
^Theophanes (p. '^84, 38$* 3^7. 396. 497, 408.), Zon^as (torn. ii. Kxv. 
p. 115. 1x4), Cedrenus (p. 4779478 ), Eutychius (Annal* tom.ti. p. 407. )» 
Xlfflacin (Hift. Saracen, p. 13(1. 151, 15a* )» Abulpliaragios (Pynaft. p« 147. 
1 51 .) * and Abqlfeda ( p • 1 5#. 1 6^—4 68. ) . 

79 The authors froin whom 1 have learned the mo^ of the ancient an4 

modem (Ute of Crete, are Belon (Obfervationsy &c. c. 3— ;zpw Paris, i555)> 

Toumefort (Voyage du Levant, torn. i. lettre^i. et iii. )« and Meiirfius 

(CiXTA^ in his worksj, torik iM» p. 3^3— 5[^*)* Although Crete is (Ijrled 

< " *. ' ' ^ - _ ^y 
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Arabs. The iDrmcr of thefe conquefts is dit c h a f. 
dained by their own writers, who were ignorant 
of the fame of Jupiter and Minos, but it has not 
been overlooked by the Byzantine hifliorians, who 
now begin to caft a clearer light on the affairs 
of their own times '^ A band of Andalufian 
volunteers, difcontented with the climate or go- 
vernment of Spain, explored the adventures of 
the fea ; but as they failed in no more than ten 
or twenty gallies, their warfare muft be branded 
with the name of piracy. As the fubje£ts and 
fe£Uries of the white party, they might lawfully 
mvade the dominions of the ilack caliphs. A 
rebellious faction introduced them into Alex- 
andria"; they cut in pieces both friends and 
foes, pillaged the churches and the mofchs, fold 
above fix thoufand Chriftian captives, and main* 
tained their ftation in the capital of Egypt, tiR 
they were oppreffed by the forces and the prc- 
fence of Almamon himfdf* From the mouth of 

h^ Homer IXt»p^ by Dionyiius T^vct^n ti hlou stjSoro;, I cannfA copceive 
that mountainous iiland to furpafs, or even to equal> in fertility the i^eater 
pit of Spain. 

^o The mdl authentic and clrcumflantial intelligence is obtained Inom the 
ipur books of the Continuation of Thepphanes, cuntpiied by the pen or the 
command of Conflantine Porphyrogenitus, with the Life of his father BafU 
tlie Macedonian (Scriptores port Theophanem, p i— i6i. ^ Francif. Com- 
befis, Paris, 1685). The Icfs pf Crete and Sicily U rel^ited, i, ii. p. ^6^^ 
5». To thefe we may add the fecondary evidence of Jofeph Genefius (1. ii. 
p. »!• Venet 1733), Ceorgc C«drenus (Compend. p. 506—508), and 
John Scylitzes Curopalota (apud Baron. Annal. ^^cc^f. A. p. 827. No. «4, 
&c.;. But the modern GreeJ^s are fuch notorious plagiaries, that 1 ihould 
«nly quote a plurality of names. 

*« Renaudot (Hlft. Patriarch. Alex. p. 251— 256. 268—270) has de- 
fcribcd the ravages of tlic Andalufian Arab* in ^gypt, but has forgot to 
connect them with the conqne/t of Crete. 

the 
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CHAP, the Nile to the Helldpont, the iflands and fea4 
coafts both of the Greeks and Moflems were 
expofed to their depredations j they &w, they 
envied, they taded, the fertility of Crete, and 
foon returned with forty gallies to a more ferious 
attack* The Andalufians wandered over the land 
fearlefs and unmolefted ; but when they de« 
fcended with their plunder to the fea-fhore, their 
veflels were in flames, and their chiefs Abu.Caab, 
confeiTed himfelf the author of the mifchief. 
Their clamours accufed his madnefe or treachery. 
** Of what do you complain ?'* replied the crafty 
emir. *' I have brought you to a land flowing 
** with milk and honey. Here is your trueJ 
*« country j repofe from your toils, and forget 
** the barren place of your nativity.'* ** And 
*' our wives and children ?" " Your beauteous 
" captives will fupply the place of your wives, 
^' and in their embraces you will foon become the 
*' fathers of a new progeny." The firft habita« 
tion was their camp, with a ditch and rampart, 
in the bay of Suda ; but an apoftate monk led them 
to a more defirable pofition in the eaftern parts { 
and the name of Candax, their fortrefs and colony, 
has been extended to the whole ifland, under the 
corrupt and modern appellation of Candia. The 
hundred cities of the age of Minos were diminilhed 
to thirty ; and of thefe, only one, mod probably 
Cydonia, had courage to retain the fubfl:ance of 
freedom and the profeflion of Chriflianity. The 
Saracens of Crete foon repaired the loft of their 
navy ; and the timbers of mount Ida were launched 

into 
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into the main* During an hoftile period, of one chap. 
hundred and thirty^eight years, the princes of Con- >-i->,^# 
ftantinople attacked thefe litentious corfairs with 
fruitlefs curfes and ineflfedtual arms. 

The lofs of Sicily** was bccafioned by an a£l andofsi- 
of fuperftitious rigour. An. amorous yotith, who gj^l^-^,* 
had flolen a nun from her cloifter, was fentenced 
by the em^petor to the amputation of his tongue. 
Euphemius appealed to the reafon and policy of 
the Saracens of Africa ; and foon returned witb 
the Imperial purple, a fleet of one hundred (hips, 
and an army of feven hundred horfe and ten 
thoufand foot. They landed at Mazara near the 
ruins of the ancient Selinus ; but after fome partial 
vi£kories, Syracufe ** ^was delivered by the Greeks, 
the apellate wks (lain before her walls, and his 
African friends were reduced to the neceffity of 
feeding on the flefli of their own horfes. In their 
turn they were relieved by a powerful reinforce- 
ment of thefr brethren of Andalufia.; the largeft 
and weftem part of the ifland was gradually 
reduced, and the commodious harbour of Palermo 
was chofen for the feat of the naval and mjlitary 
pow<er of the Saracens. Syracufe preferved about 

'^ AiiXof (fays •the «oAtinaato# ofThrophanes, 1. ii. p. 51.) $« rctvra 

fXS«(7a ijjLtw. This ^iilory of the lofa ot ojcijy is no longer extent. Mu« 
r«tori (Annali d'ltalia, torn. vii. p. 7. 19. 21, Sec.) has adried fome circum** 
Aanecs from the Italian chtonicks. 

83 The fpkndid and intert fling tragedy of Tancre/ie vvqx{\6 adapt itfelf 
much better to this epoch, than to the date (A. D. 1005) whicli Voltaire 
himfelf has chofen. But I raufl gently reproach the poet, for ir.fufmg 
into the Greek fubje^s the fpiric of modern knights and ancient rf pub^ 
iicaos. 

fifty 
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fifty years the faith which (he had fwom to Chrift 
and to daefar. In the laft and fatal ftege, her 
citizens difplayed fome remnant of the fpirit which 
had formerly refifted the powers of Athens and 
Carthage. They flood above twenty days againfl 
the battering-rams aivi catapultaj the mines and 
tortoifes of the befiegers ; and the place might have 
been relieved^ if the mariners of the Imperial fleet 
had not been detained at Conftantinople In builds 
iog a church to the Virgin Mary. The deacon 
Theodofius, with the bifllop and clergy^ was 
dragged in chains from the aJtar to Palermo, caft 
into a fubterraneous dungeon, and e;spofed to the 
hourly peril of death or apoftacy. His pathetic, 
^nd not inelegs^t complaint, maybe read as the 
epitaph of his country \ From the Roman con- 
quefl: to this final calamity, Syracofe, now 
dwindled to the primitive ifie of Ortygea, had 
infenfibly declined. Yet the relics were ftill pre* 
cious; the plate of the cathedral wcighoil five 
thoufand pounds of filver ; the entire fpoil was 
computed at one million of pieces of gold (about 
four hundred thoufand pounds ilerlingX ^^ ^^ 
captives mud out-number the feveofieea thoufimd 
Chriftians who were tranfported from tht; fack of 
Tauromenium into African fervitude. In £&:ily» 
the religion and language of the Greeks wer^ 
eradicated; and fu^rh >vas the docility of the 
rifmg generation, that fifteen thoufand boys were 

S4 The narrative or lamentation of Theodeiius is tranicribed and illuC 
trated by Pagi (Critica, torn. iii. p. 719, &c.). ConftaAtiae Pbrphyro* 
genitus (in Vit. Bafil 0.69, 70. p. 190— •19a.) mentions th«]oisofS^« 
cu(je and the trli^mph of the deioonSf 

drcum* 
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circumcired and clof&ed on die fame day with the ^ "^ f/ 
fon of the Fatimite caliph. The Arabian fqua* v^^^w 
dr(ms iffued from the harbours of Palermo, 
fiiierta, and Tunis ; an hundred and fifty towns of 
Calabria and Campania were attacked and pil- 
laged ; nor oottld the fuburbs of Rome be defended 
by the name of the Cedars and Apoftles. Had 
the Mahometans been united, Italy muft have 
&llen an eafy and glorious acceffion to the empire 
of the prophet. But the caliphs of Bagdad had 
loft dieir authority in the Weft; the Aglabites 
and Fatimifes ufurped the provinces of Africa; 
their emirs of Sicily afpired to independence; 
and the defign of conqueft and dominion was 
degraded to a repetition of jpredatory in- 
roads '^ 

In the fufferings of profttate Italy, the name of invafionof 
Rome awakens a folemn and mournful recoU th?slra- 
le£Uon. A fleet of Saracens from the African ""Jj. 846. 
coaft prdumed to enter the mouth of the Tyber, 
and to approach a city which even yet, in her fallen 
ftate, was revered as the metropolis of the Chriftian 
world. The gates and ramparts were guarded by 
a trembling people ; but the tombs and temples of 
St. Peter and St, Paul were left expofed in the 
fuburbs of the Vatican and of the Oftian way. 
Their invifible fandity had protefted them againft 
the Goths, the Vandals, and the Lombards } but 

« 

*5 The extracts fiom the Arabic hiftories of Sicily are given in Abulfeda 
(AonaL Moilem. p.tji'^^7t)f »»*<* »'* ^^ ^fft volume of Murat6ri*« 
Scriptores Kerum Italicarum. M. de Gttigncs {H\4i. des Huns, torn, i; 
P* 363* 364- } has added fome importaflt fadt* 

5 the 
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'<2iiA ?. theiliArabs^difHalnsdi both^ the goQ)^l and ttie 
4q^tid.; akidiheiri-apadous fpifit wasLapproved tknd 
Mimufcd by the .'precepts of: the 'i^rain. The 
Chriftian^i^o/j were ftripped; af 'thfelr ^coftly- oficr- 
ings ; a fiWer a;lmr Jiwas' tdtft* p^x^y ftetift the liifine 
4>f St. Peter j and if the bddks lor <he' buildings 
t»ere left entfre, their deliv^rstoce 4fiiiril be imputed 
to . the hafte, tath'et tbam thfe ^fcfr«ifj)e«) • of the 
Saracens. Itiitheir coulrfe aJoxig^^^thd Appian way, 
they pillaged' Fuhdi jftnd'befiiiged Qay^tst*; but 
they had tuvn^cj aiide* fiom. thr« w'aUa of Roms, 
fil^y by their divifioBS, th^r rCapitoliiwas faved 
frqm the yoke of the jwrophctof Mecca; The 
fame danger 'ilill impeojied on^ ttoe'beads of the 
-Roman people; and ' their iloi^efU^ force v^m 
unequal to the affault of an African emir* •'iTiey 
claimed th€ prot)?d]tiQn^o|l^tl^pirrJl^juhi;.fo3lF6ff{gn j 
but the Carlovingian ftafxdard va& pyi^rtiirq^i^tjy 
a detachment, of the ;^af;ljari^s; riiej ms^iWStt 
the reftoration of the Greek en^pcrors } btyt-the 
attempt was treafpnable, andtl]e foj^our rfi|ip|e 
and precarious®** Their diftrefs appeafeii fp 
receive fome aggravation froiu the de^Kh Qf th^r 
fpiritual and temporal chief} but the prefling 
emergency fuperfeded the forms- and iptriguesi of 
an election; and the unaninioys choice of pope 

. 86 One of the mod eminent Romanc (GraHaituiy fvaglAcr miilSt«i|i et 
Komani palatii fuperifta) was accufed of declaring^ Quia Franci nihil nobis 
boni faciunt, neque adjutorium prxbent> fed magis qus noftra funt vie- 
lenter toUant. Quare non advocamus Graecos, et cum eis foBdas pacis c6m« 
ponentesy Francoruna regem et gentem de noftro regno et dominatione cx- 
^|)ellimus ? An^ftafius in Lcon« IV. p. 199. 

I-eo 
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jtco the fourth '^ was the fafety of the church and 
city. This pontiff was bom a Roman ; the 
courage of the firft ages of the republic glowed in 
hi$ bread; and, amidfl the ruins of his country, 
he flood ered, like one of the firm and lofty 
columns that rear their heads above the fragments 
of the Roman forum. . The firft days of his reign 
were confecrated to the purification and removal 
of relics, to prayers anid procdiGons^ and to all th^ 
folemn ofBces of religion, which ferved at jeaft t<> 
heal the imagination, and reftore the hopes, of 
the multitude* The public defence had been loxiig 
negle^^ed, not from the prefumptionr of peace, bu( 
from the difttefs and poverty of the times. A9 
far as the fcantinefs of his means and the fhort<» 
Befs of his leifure would allow, the ancient wall» 
were repaired by the command of JLeo ; fifteen 
Cowers, in the nioft acceffible ftations, were built 
or renewed ; two of thefe commanded on either 
fide the Tyber^ and an iron chain was drawi^ 
acrofs the ftream to impede the a£cent of an hoftile 
vaffy. The Romans were aifured of a ihort refpite 
by the welcome news, that the fiege of Gayets^ 
had been raifed, and that a part of the enemy, 
with their lacrilegious plunder, had periflied in the 
waves. 

Bat the ftorm which had been delayed, foon viaory 
bwft upoo them with redoubled violence. The Leo^v^"*"^ 

A. D. S4^ 

S7 Voitaire (Hift. Genenlcy torn. ii. c* 3S. p. 124) appears to be re<. 
BiarkaUy ftruck with the charad^er of pope Leo IV. 1 have borrowed hU 
feneral expreffion, bttt the fight of the iorum lias furnifiicd me with a 
more diftln^ and lively images 

. . . Aglabite, 
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Aglabite'% ^ho reigned in Africa, had inh^ritecl 
from his father a treafure and an army : a fleet of 
Arabs and Moors, after a fliort refrefliment in the 
harbours of Sardinb^ cafl anchor before the 
mouth of the Tybcr, fixteen mite from the city j 
and their difcipline and numbers appeared to 
threaten, not a tranfient inroad, but a ferious 
defign of conqueft and dominion* But the 
vigilance of Leo had formed an alliance with the 
taflals of the Greek empire, the free and maritime 
Sates of Oayeta, Naples, and Amalfi ; and in the 
hour of danger, their gallies appeared in the port 
of Oftia under the command of Caefarius the fon 
of the Neapolitan duke, a noble atid valiant youths 
tvho had already vanquiibed the fleets of the Sara- 
eens. With his principal companions, Csfarlu^ 
was invited to the Lateran palace, and the dcK^ 
terous pontifi^ affected to inquire their errand, and 
to accept with joy and furprife their providential 
fuccour. The city bands, in arms, attended their 
father to Oilia, where he reviewed and blefled his 
generous deliverers. They kifled his feet, re- 
ceived the communion with martial devotion, and 
liftened to the prayer of Leo, that the fame Goii 
who had fupported St. Peter and St. Paul on the 
waves of the fea, would (trengthen the hands of his 
champions againft the adveriaries of his holy name* 
After a fimilar prayer, and with equal refoluttoa^ 

ts De Ouignei, Hi(V. Grnccale dee Huns^ torn, i, p. 36^9 364* Car* 
donncy Hift. de TAfrique et de l*£fpagne, fous U Domiiv»tion d«s Anbes» 
lorn. ii. p. tAf 2 5- I obferve, and cannot reconcile, ttie difiercncc of tM| 

in-itcrs in the faocclTion of the Ag'abltes. 

Ac 
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the Moflems advanced to the attack of the Chriftiatt c ha p. 
gallieSy which preferved their advantageotis ftation <^->^-w 
along the coaft. The viftory inclined to the fide 
of the allies, when it was lefs glorioufly decided 
in their favour by a fudden tempeft, which con« 
founded the (kill and courage of the ftdutefl: mari-^ 
ners. The Chriftians were flieltered in a friendly 
harbour, white the Africans were fcattered and 
daflied in pieces among the rocks and iflands of an 
hoftile fhore. Thofe who efcaped from ihipwreck 
and hunger, neither found nor deferved mercy at 
the hands of their implacable purfuers. The fword 
and the gibbet reduced the dangerous multitude of 
captives; and the remainder was more ufefuUy 
employed, to reftore the facred edifices which 
they had attempted to fubvert. The pontiff, at 
the head of the citizens and allies, paid his grate« 
ful devotion at the ihrines of the apoftles ; and, 
among the fpoils of this naval viAory, thirteen 
Arabian bows of pure and maffy filver were fuf* 
pended round the altar of the fifhermen of Galilee. 
The reign of Leo the fourth was employed in the 
defence and ornament of the Roman ftate* The 
churches were renewed and embel)iihed : near four 
thou&nd pounds of filver were confecrated to re* 
pair the lofles of St. Peter ; and his fanduary was 
decorated with a plate of gold the weight of two 
hundred and fixteen pounds ; embofled with the 
portraits of the pope and emperor, and encircled 
\vith a firing of pearls. Yet this vain magnificence 
rcflefts lefs glory on the character of Leo, than the 
paternal care with which he rebuilt the walls of 
Horta and Ameria; and tranfporced the wan* 
dering inhabitants of Centumcellde to his neV7 
Vox.. X. F foundation 
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q H A p. foundation of Leopolis, twelve miles from the fea- 
v-p-v^^ ihore ''. By his liberality a colony of Corficans, with 
their wives and children^ was planted in the ftation 
of Porto at the mouth of the Tiber ; the falling city 
was reftored for their ufe, the fields and vineyards 
were divided among the new fettlers : their firft ef- 
forts wereaffiftcd by a gift of horfes and cattle ; and 
the hardy exiles^ who breathed revenge agaihft the 
Saracens, fwore to live and die under the flandard 
of St. Peter. The nations of the Weft and North 
who vifited the threfliold of the apoftles had gra- 
dually formed, the large and populous fuburb of 
the Vatican, and their various habitations were 
diftinguifhed, in the language of the times, as the 
fchools of the Greeks and Goths, of the Lombards 
and Saxons. But this venerable fpot was ftiH 
open to facrilegious infult : the defign of inclofmg 
it with walls and towers exhaufted ail that autho- 
rity could command, or charity would fupply : and 
the pious labour of four years was animated in 
every feafon, and at every hour, by the prefence 
of the indefatigable pontiff. The love of fame, a 
generous but worldly paffion, may bt deteSed in 
Foundation ' the name of the Leonine city^ which he beftowed 
SinecUyr ^^ ^^^ Vatican; yet the pride of the dedication* 
A. D. 852. was tempered with Chriftian penance and humi- 
lity. The boundary was trod by the bifhop and 
his clergy, barefoot, in fackcloth and afiies; the 
fongs of triumph were modulated to pfalms and 
litanies ; the walls were befprinkled with holy 
water; and the ceremony was concluded with a 

*9 Bcrctti (Chorographia Italia Mcdii iEv), p. 106. 108.) has illuftratcd 
Ccntumcel!ae, Lcopolis, Ci vitas Lconina^ and the other places of the Roman 

. dutchy. 
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prayer, that under the guardian care of the apoftles chap, 
atid the angelic . hoft, both the old and the new v^^ijli.^ 
Rome might ever be preferved pure, profperous, 
and impregnable •*. 

The emperor Theophilus, fon of Michael the TheAmorU 
Stammerer, was one of the moft aftive and high* J^^nThc- 
fpirited princes who reigned at Conftantinople Sfouff^ 
during the middle age. In offenfive or defcnfive ^'D. Sa*- 
war, he marched in perfon five times againft the 
Saracens, formidable in his attack, efteemed by 
the enemy in his loffes and defeats. In the laft of 
thefe expeditions he penetrated into Syria, and 
befiegcd the obfcure town of Sozopetra ; the cafual 
birth-place of the caliph Motaffem, whofe father 
Harun was attended in peace or war by the moft 
favourite of his wives and concubines. The revolt 
of a Perfian impoftor employed at that moment 
the arms of the Saracen, and he could only inter- 
cede in favour of a place for which he felt and 
acknowledged fome degree of filial affefbion. 
Thefe folicitations determined the emperor to 
Wound his pride in fo fenfible a part. Sozopetra 
Was levelled with the ground, the Syrian prifoners 
were marked or mutilated with ignominious 
cruelty, and a thoufand female captives were 
forced away from the adjacent territory. Among 
thefe a matron of the houfe of Abbas invoked, in 

9® The Arabs aod the Creeks arc alike $lenc concerning the invafion of 
Rome by the Africans. The Latin clironides do not afford much in/lruc- 
tion (fee the Annals of Baronios and Pagi). Our authentic and conun> 
poniy guide for the Popes of the ix*'^ century Is Anallafius, librarian of the 
Homan church. His Life of Leo IV. contains twenty- four pages (p. t :• 5— * 
I99*c<iic* Paris) ; and if a great partconfifts of fuperftitioas trifles, we muit 
^ne «r tonuttend Ms hero, who was mupli oftener i& a church thwio a ^ 
ttmp. 
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an agony of defpaJr, the name of MotaflTem j and 
the infults of the Greeks engaged the honptir of 
her kinfrpan to avenge his indignity, and to an- 
swer her appeal. Under the reign of the twp elder 
brothers, the inheritance of the youngeft had been 
tonfine4 to Anapolia, i^rmenia, Gjeorgia^ and 
Clircailia j this froptiet ftation had exercifed his 
Inilitary talents ; and among hid accidjenti|| cl^ins 
to the name of Odqnary **j the moft meritorious 
are the eight battles which he gained or fought 
agafnft the enemies of the Koran. In this perfonal 
quarrel, the troops of Irak, Syria, and Egypt, 
yere recruited from the tribes of Arabk a»d the 
Turkilh hords : hia cavalry might be numerous, 
though we fliould dedu£l fome myria>ds from the 
hundred and thirty thoafand hbrfes of the royal 
ftables J and the expence of the armament was 
computed at foor millions fterling, or one hun- 
dred thoufand pounds of gold. From Tarfus the 
place of affembly, the Saracen* advanced in three 
divifions along the high road of Cpnftantinople ; 
Motaflem himfelf commanded the centre, and the 
vanguard was given to his fon Abbas, who, in the. 
trial of the firft adventuyes, might fucceed with 
the more glory, or fail with the teafl: reproach* 
In the revenge of his injury^ the caliph prepared 
to retaliate a (imilar affront. The father of Theo- 
philus was a native of Amoriiim ** in Phrygia : 

the 

V The fame number was applied to the following circumftancc in theiife 
of MotafTem ; he was the ei^tth of the AhbaHkles ; he reigned elgtt yearly 
eight months, and eight days ; left eight fons, eight daughters, eight thoufand 
flavcs, eight millions of g^Id. 

9^ Amorium is feldom RHrntkmed by the old geographers, and totally 
forgotten in the Ron^jui Itineraries. After the vi^^ century, it becaixK an 
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rfie orfgiftal feat of the Imperial houfe had been chap. 
adorned with privileges and monutncnts ; and -^f -^r 
Ki^haTeVer might be the indifference of the people^ 
Cbnftaiitino^ple itfclf was fcarcely of more value itt 
the feyes of the fovereign and his court. The name 
6£ AMoAifeM was infcribed on the fhields of the Sa« 
racens ; arid theif three armies wfere rfgaiti unitc4 
under the walls of the devoted city. It had been prot- 
pofed by the wifeft counfellors, to evacuate Amo# 
tiam, to remove the inhabitants, and to abandon the 
(empty ftrufture« to the vain refeh^meiit of the Bar- 
barians. Th6 emperor embraced ^ more gene- 
rous refolution of defending, in a fiege and battle, 
the country of his anceftors. When the armiei 
drew near, the front of the Mahometan line appeared 
to a Roman eye more clofely planted with fpear$ 
and javelins'; but the dvent of the aftion was no* 
glorious on either fide to the national troops. The 
Arabs were broken, but it was by the (words of 
thirty thoufsmd Perfians^ who had obtained fervice 
and fettlement in the Byzantine empire. The 
Greeks w^re ^epulfed and vanquifhed, biit it wa$ 
by the arrows of the Turkifli cavalry ; and had not 
their bow-ftrings been damped and relaxed by the 
evening rain, very few of the Chriftians could 
have cfca^ed with the emperor from the field of 
battle. They breathed at Dorylneum, at the dil\ 
tance of three days; and Thccphilus, reviewing 
his trembling fqua4rons, forgave the common 
flight tjQth of the prince and people. After this 

«pifcopal fee, and at kngth the metropolis of the new Galatia (CaroU 
Sf'" Fauio, Geograph, Sacra, p. 134. )• Tl>e city rofe again from its ruins* 
H we (hould read jfytmuna, g»t ^»g»ria, in the text of the Nubian geogra- 
pher(p.,36.^. 
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CHAP, difcovery of his weaknefs, he vainly hoped to de» 
^^^' precate the fate of Amorium : the inea^orable ca* 
liph rejected with contempt his prayers and pro- 
ipifes ; and detained the Roman ambaifadors to be 
the witneffes of his great revenge. They had nearly 
l>een the witnefTes of his fhanie* The vigorous 
affaults of fifty-five days were encountered by a 
faithful governor, a veteran garrifon, and a defpe^ 
l-jfite people; and the Saracens mud have ralfed 
the fiege if a domeftic traitor had not pointed to 
the weakefl: part of the wall, a place which was 
decorated with the ftatues of a lion and a bull. 
The vow of Motaffem was accomplifhed with un^ 
relenting rigoun tir^d, rather than fatiated, with 
0eftru£lion,he returned to his new palace of Samau, 
in the neighbourhood of Bagdad, while tho 
unfortunate^^ Theophilus implored the tardy and 
doubtful aid of his Weftern rival the emperor of 
the Franks, Yet in the fiege of Amorium above 
feventy thoufand Moflems had perifhed : their lofs 
had been revenged by the flaughter of thirty 
thoufand Chriftians, and the fufferings of an equal 
number of captives, who were treated as the moft 
atrocious criminals. Mutual necefiity could fome« 
times extort the exchange or ranfom of prifon. 
^rs '^ ; but in the national and religious con0id of 

the 

9i In the Eaft he was ftylcd Avrw;^>j? (Continuator Theophan. 1. iii. 
p. 84.) i but fuch was the ignorance of the Wef^, that his ambaiTaciors, in 
pobllc difcourfipy might bq}diy narrate^ de vidorii^, quas adverA|s exteras 
bellando gentcs coelitus fuerat aifecutus. (Annalift* Bertinian. apud Pagi^ 
torn. iii. p. 720) 

94' Abulpharagius (Dynaft. p. 1679 168.) relates one of thcfe Hngular 
tranfaflions on the bridge of the river Lamus in Cjlicia, the limit of the two 
fmpires^ and one day^s journey weflward of Tarfus (d'Anville^ Ceogra* 
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the two empires, peace was without confidence, c h a p, 
and war without mercy. Quarter was feldom _-,^-^^ 
given in. the field ; thofe who efcaped the edge of 
the fword were condemned to hopelefs fervitqde, 
or exquifite torture; and a Catholic emperor re- 
lates, with vifible fatisfadion, the execution of 
the Saracens of Crete, who were flayed alive, or 
plunged into caldrons of boiling oiP*. To a 
point of honour Motaflfem had facrificed a flourifli- 
^g ^^^y^ two hundred tboufand lives, and the 
property of millions. The fame caliph defcended 
from his horfe, and dirtied his robe to relieve the 
diftrefs of a decrepid old man, who, with hh 
laden afs, had tumbled into a ditch. On which 
of thefe adions did he refled with the mod plea- 
fure, when he was fummoned by the angel of 
death •\? 

With MotafTem, the eighth of the Abbaffides, Difordtnef 
the glory of his family and nation expired. When guvdt, 
the Arabian conquerors had fpread themfelvea g^jtl^jo, 
over the Eaft, and were mingled with the fervile **^- 

phle Anctenncy torn. ii. p. 91.]. Four thoufand four hundred and ^ttjjt 
Modems, eight hundred women and children* one hundred confederates^ 
were exchanged for an equal number of Gre^k;. They pjitTed each other in 
the middle of the bridge, and when they reaehed their rcfpedive friends^ 
they fliouted AUsb Aehar^ and Kyrie ^aftn. Many ^l the ^nfoiwr%.ef 
Amorium were probably among them, but in the fame year (A. H. S3i}> 
the mod iUuftrious of them» tlie forty-two martyrs, were beheaded by (hr 
calipl^s order. 

95 Conftantin. Pori>hyrogenitus, in Vit. BafiU c 61. p. 186. Thefe 
Saracens were indeed treated with peculiar Severity as pirates and rencga-t 
does. 

96 For Theophilus, MotafTem, and the Amorian war, fee the Continuator 
9fTheophanes (J.iii. p. 77— 84.), Oenefius, (l.iii. p. »4— 34.), Cedrenus 
(5»8— 53a.)> Elmacin. (Hift. Saracen* p. i8o.)> Abulpharagius (Dynaft, 
p* 165, |60.)» Abulfeda (An^ial. Moflem. p. I9i.]> d*Hprbciq^ (Bibliot, 
Orientally pt $39, ^40.). * 
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crowds of Perfia, Syria, and Egypt, they infenfi- 
bly loft the freebarn and martial virtues of the 
defert. The courage of the South i^ the artificial 
fruit of difciph'ne and prejudice; the aftiv^ 
power of enthufiafm had decayed, apd the mer- 
cenary forces of the caliphs were recruited in thofe 
climates of the North, of which valour is the hardy 
and fpontaneous produftion* Of the Turks '^ wha 
dwelt beyond the Oxus and Jaxartes, the Tobuft 
youths, either taken in war, or purcbafed in 
trade, were educated in the e^tercifes of the fiel^, 
and the profeflion of the Mahometan faith. The 
Turkifh guards ftood in arms round the throne of 
their benefaftor, and their chiefs ufurped the do- 
minion of the palace and the provinces. Motaf- 
fem, the firft author of this dangerous example, 
introduced into the capital above fifty thoufand 
Turks: their licentious conduft provoked the 
public indignation, and the quarrels of the foldiers 
and people induced the caliph to retire from Bag*, 
dad) and eftablifli his own refidence and the camp 
of his Barbarian favourites at Samara on t^e 
Tigris, about twelve leagues above the city of 
Peace *'• His fon Motawakkel was a jealous and 
qruel tyrant ; odious to bis fubjeds, be caft him- 

fr M. 4e G\n%ncs, whp fometimes. leapt, «nd ibmetimcs ftumhles, in 
the gulph between Chinefe and Mahometan ftory, thinks he can fee, that 
thefe Turks are the Hoeukcj alias the Kao^tcbe, or htgh-ivfiggom j that they 
were divided into fifteen horris;- from CJiina and Siberia tb the dominions of 
the caliphs and Samanides, &c. ('H|ft. des liuns^ torn. ill. p. 1—33. 124—* 
131.). 

f9 He changed tht old name of Sumere, or Samara^ into the fancifaf 
title of Ser»ni9tt'retf that which gives pleafure at ^rft fight (d'Hcrbeloti 
Bibliotbeque Oricntalei p^ SoS. d^Anville, TEuphrate ct Ic Tigre, p. 97^ 
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felf on the fidelity of the ftrangers, and thefe 
ftrangers, ambitious and apprehenfive, were tempt-* 
(cd by the fich prpmife of a revolution. At the 
mftigattoii^ or at leaft in the caufe of hi| (bn^ 
they burfl: into his apartment at the hour of fup* 
per^ and the ca|iph was cut into feven pi^es by 
the fame fwords whiph t^^ had recently diftributed 
among the guards pf his life and throne. To thit 
throne, yet dreaming ^ith a father's blood, Mon^ 
fafler was triumphantly led ; but in a reign of fix 
momhs, he found only the pangs of a guilty con^^ 
fcience. If he wept at the fight of an old tapeflry 
^hich reprefented the cringe and pvinifliment of 
the fon of Chofroes ; if his days were abridged by 
grief and remorfe, we may allow fome pity to a 
parricide^ who exclaimed in the bitternefs of deathy 
that he had lofl both this world, and the world to 
pome. After this aO:* of treafon, the enfigns of 
royalty, the garment and walking flaflF of Maho* 
met, were given and torn away by the foreign 
mercenaries, who in four years created, depofed, 
and murdered three commanders of the fsiithful. 
As often as the Turks were inflamed by fear, or 
rage, or avarice, thefe caliphs were dragged by the 
JFeet, expofed naked to the fcorching fun, beaten 
with iron clubs, and compelled to purchafe, by the 
abdication of their dignity, a fhort reprieve of in* 
cyitable fate ^\ At lengthy however, the fury of 

the 

99 Take a fpf cimen, the death of the caliph Motaz : Correptum pedi« 
bus petrahunt, et fudibus probe permalcant, tt fpoliatum laccris vedibns 
in fole coUocaht, prae cujuf, acerrimo aeilO pedes alternit attolhbat ci de« 
mittebat Adftantiam aliquis mifero colaphos concinuo ingo'cbaty qiios il)^ 
ebjeOis manibtis av«rterc ijtuddbftt. « • • # Quo U€to tndicut toriori fait 
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the temped was fpent or diverted : the AbbaC 
fides returned to the lek turbulent refidence of 
Bagdad ; the infolence of the Turks was curbed 
with a firmer and more ikilful hand, and their 
numbers were divided and deftroyed in foreign 
warfare. But the nations of the Eafl: had been 
taught to trample on the fucceflbrs of the prophet; 
and the bleflings of domeftic peace were obtained 
by the relaxation of (Irength and difcipline. So 
uniform are the mifchiefs of military defpotifm^ 
that I fecm to repeat the ftory of the praetorians of 
Rome"^ 
^''''Tftof While the flame of enthufiafm was damped by 
the carma- the bufinefs, the pleafure, and the knowledge, of 
^ a! D. the age, it burnt with concentrated heat in the 
«9o-95i. breafts of the chofen few, the congenial fpirits, 
who were ambitious of reigning either in this 
world or in the next. How carefully foever the 
book of-prophecy had been fealed by the apoftlc. 
of Mecca, the wiflies, and (if we may profane the 
word) even the reafon, of fanaticifm, might 
believe that, after the fucceflive millions of Adam, 
Noah, Abraham, Mofes, Jefus, and Mahomet, 
the fame God, in the fulnefs of time, would 
reveal a fUll more perfed and permanent law. In 
the two hundred and feventy-feventh year of the 
Hegira, and in the neighbourhood of Cufa, an 

totoque triduocibopotuque prohibitum Suffocatus, &c. (^buifeda, 

p. so6.) Of the caliph Mohudi, he fays, cervices ipfi perpetuus idlibus 
contundcbanty teftlculofque pedibus concukabant (p. 108.}. 

too See under the reigns of Motaflfcm, MotawakkeJ, Mo(lanfer> Mo« 
iUiiiy Motasy Mohtadi, and Motamed^ in the Bibliotheque of d*Herbe- 
lot, and the now familiar Annals of Clmacin> Abulpbaragius^ and 
AbiUMa. 
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Arabian preacher, ef die o^nie of- Carmath, char 
aflumed the lofty and incomprehenfihie (lylel of 
the Quide, the Direftor, the Dcmonftrarion, the 
Word,., the Holy Ghoft, the Ggmel, the Herald 
of the Meffiah, who had converfed with him in a 
human fbape, and the reprefentative of Moham^ 
med the fon of Ali, of St. John the Baptiil, and 
of the angel Gabriel. . In .his myftic volume, the 
precepts of the , Kpran were . rejiined to a mort 
fpiritual fenfe ;, he relaxed the duties of ablution, 
fading, ~ and pilgrimage ; allowed the indifcrir 
minate uje of. wine j^nd • forbidden . food j and 
nouriflied. the. fervour of his difcipl^ by the daily 
repetition otjfty pra^yers. The idlenefs and fer- 
rn,ent of the rulliciC^owd awakjened the attenticm 
of the magjftrates of Cufa; a timid perfccutio^ 
affifted the progrefs of the new feft ; and the name 
of the pj-ophet became more revered after his 
perlbn had been withdrawn from the isirorld. His 
twelve apoftles difperfed tbemfelv^s among the 
Bedoweens, " a race of men,*' fays Abulfeda, 
** equally devoid of reafon and of religion ;" and 
the fuccefs of their rpreaching feeme^ to threaten 
Arabia with a new revolution* The Carmathians 
were ripe for rebellion, fmce they difclaimed the 
title of the houfe of Abbas, and abhorred the 
worldly pomp of the caliphs of Bagdad* They 
were fufceptible of difcipline, fince they vowed a 
blind and abfolute fubmifiion to their imam, who 
was called to the prophetic office by the voice of 
God and the people. Indead of the legal tithes, 
he claimed the fifth of their fubftance and fpoil j 
fbe mqft flagitious fins were no more than the type 

of 



Digitized by 



Google 



7* THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, of difobtfdience t and the Wethren were unftecl 

T^-,-. ' ^d concealed by an oarh of fecrecy. After a 

Th?ir miiw bloody conflidk, they prevailed in the prorince of 

pioits/ Bahrein^ along tK^ Petfian Gtilf.T hr aiid wide^ 

A^D. 9C0, ^j^^ ^^.j^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^g^j..^ ^^^^ fiibjeft to the fceptre, 

pr rather to the fword, of Abu Said and his fon 
Abu T^her ; and thefe rebellious imams couI4 
tnuft^r in the field an hundred and /eten thoufand 
fanatics. The mercenaries of the caliph Were 
difmayed ^ the approach of an enemy who neither 
aiked nor accepted quarter; and the! diflPerence 
between them, in fortitude atid p^tienc^. Is exr 
|>reifiyc of the change which three'^ cferTturies of 
profpi^lfty had efficAed • in the chiVafitei* of the 
Arabians. Such troops were^difcotnifited in every 
tftion; thi cities of Racca and Baalbec, of Cufa 
and BafTora, were taken and pillaged ; Bagdad 
was filled with cotifternation ; and the caliph 
tretnbkd behind the veils of his palace, fn a dar*. 
ing inroad beyond the Tigris, Abu Taher ad* 
vanced to the gates of the capital with no more 
than five hundred horfe. By the fpecial order of 
Mo€tader, the bridges had been broken down^ 
and the perfon or head of the rebel was e^pefted 
every hour by the commander of the faithful. His 
lieutenant, from a motive of fear or pity, ap» 
priled Abu Tahet of his danger, and recom- 
mended afpecdy efcape. " Your mafter/^ faid the 
intrepid Carmathian to the meffenger, " is at the 
** head of thirty thoufand foldjers : three fuch 
*' men as thefe are wanting in his hoft :'* at the 
fame inftant, turning to three pf his companions, 
he commanded t1^ firft to plunge a dagger into 

his 
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his breaft, the feeond-to leap Into th,cL Tigris, aiid c h a ?- 
the third to call himfeffhepdloiig ^own a precipice, v^-^s.-^ 
They obeyed without a murmur* " Relate/* 
continued the imam, ** what. you have feen : be- 
** fore the evening yoiar general fhall be chained 
** among my dogs/' Before the evening, the 
camp was furp/ifed J^nd the menace was executed. 
The rapine of the Carmathiaps was fanftified by 
their averfion to the worfbip of Mecca : they 
robbed a caravan of pilgrims, and twenty thoufand 
devout Moflems were abandoned on the burning 
fands to a death of hunger and thirft. Another 
year they fuffered the pilgrims to proceed without 
interruption j but, in the feftival of devotion, 
Abu Taber ftormed the holy city, and trampled TheypiK 
on the moft venerable relics of the Mahonietari l^j^jjfr^*^ 
faith. Thirty thoufand citizens and ftrangers were 
put to the fword ; the facred precinfts were pel- 
luted by the burial of three thoufand dead bodies ; 
the well of Zemzem overflowed with blood ; the 
golden fpout was forced from its place ; the veil 
of the Caaba was divided among thefe impious 
feftaries ; and the black ftone, the firft monument 
of the nation, was borne away in triumph to their 
capitaL After this deed of facrilege and cruelty, 
they continued to infeft the confinjes of Irak, Syria, 
and Egypt ; but the vital principle of enthufiafm [ 
had withered at the root. Their fcruples or their 
avarice again opened the pilgrimage of Mecca, and 
reftored the black Itone of the Caaba ; and it is 
needlefs to inquire into what fadions they were 
broken, or by whofe fwords they were finaiiy 
extirpated. The fed of the Carmathians may 
I be 
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i>HAP. be confidercd as the fecond vifible caufc 
v...,^-!^. of the dedine and fall of the empire of the 

caliphs ••;• 
Revolt of The third and moft'obvious caufe was the weight 
"i^c^li^ and magnitude of the empire itfelf. The caliph 
j^*^' Almamon might proudly afferc, that it was eafier 
for him to rule the Eaft and the Weft, than to 
manage a chefs-board of two feet fquare*"*; yet 
I fufpeft, that in both thofe^ games he was guilty 
of many fatal miftakes ; and I perceive, that in 
the diftant provinces the authority of the firft and 
moft powerful of the Abbaflides was already im- 
paired. The analogy of dcfpotifm inverts the 
reprefentative with the full majefty of the prince ; 
the divifion and balance of powers might relax 
the habits of obedience, might encourage the 
paffive fubjeft to enquire into the origin and admi- 
miniftration of civil government. He who is bom 
in the jftirple is feldom worthy to reign j but the 
elevation of a private man, of a peafant perhaps, 
or a flave, affords a ftrong prefumption of his 
courage and ' capacity. The viceroy of a remote 
kingdom afpires to fecure the property and inhe- 
ritance of his precarious itruft ; the nations muft 
rejoice in the prefence of their fovereign j and 
the command of armies and treafures are at once 

»o« For the fea of the Carmathians, confult EJmacin (Hid, Siracen. • 
p. 219. 124. 229. 2}!. 23?. 24.1. 243), Abulpharagius (Dynafl. p. 179— 
i8».)» Abulfeda (AnnaL Moflem. p. 218, 119, &c, 245. 265. 274.), uii 
d'Herbclot (Bibliotheque Orientalc, p. 256—25$. 635.). I find fomc in« 
confiftencies of theology and chronology, which it would not be eafy nor of 
much importance to reconcile. 

10* Hyde, Syntagma Diffcrtat. torn. ii. p. 57. in Hift. Shahiludil 
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the objedl and the inftrument of his ambition, c h a p. 
A change was fcarcely vifible as long as the u— .-^ 
lieutenants of the caliph were content with their 
vicarious title ; while they foHcited for themfelves 
or their fons a renewal of the Imperial grant, and 
ftill maintained on the coin, and in the public 
prayers, the name and prerogative of the com- 
mander of the faithful. But in the long and 
hereditary exercife of power, they aflumed the 
pride and attributes of royalty ; the alternative of 
peace or war, of reward or punifhment, depended 
folely on their will ; and the revenues of their 
government were referved for local fervices or 
private magnificence. Inftead of a regular fupply 
of men and money, the fucceflbrs of the prophet 
were flattered with the oftentatious gift of an 
elephant, or a caft of hawks, a fuit of filk 
hangings, or fome pounds of mufk and am- 
ber '^^ 

After the revolt of Spain, from the temporal 'I^^^^^' 
and fpiritual fupremacy of the Abbaffides, tffe firft dyntftk*. 
fymptoms of difobedience broke forth in the pro- 
vince of Africa. Ibrahim, the fon of Aglab, the 
lieutenant of the vigilant and rigid Harun, be- 
queathed to the dynafty of the Aglabites the ThcAgU- 
inheritance of his name and power. The indo- " "! d. 
lence or policy of the caliphs diffembled the injury *°^»— 94»- 

'*>? The dynailies of the Arabian empire may be Audkd m the AAoai* 
of Bmaciny Abwlpharagius, and Abulteda> under the proper years, in the 
diaionary of d'Hcrbclot, under the proper names. The tables of M. ds 
Ooignes (Hill, des Huns, com.!.) exhibit a general cbronoloj^y of the 
Baft, . interfpeirfed with fome hirtoricai anecdotes j hut his atuchmcn« 
^ national blood has fometlmes confounded the Qt4tt of time and 
place. 

and 
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and iofs^ and purfued only ^ith pbifon the fotinddf 
of the Edrifttes '"% who eredcd the kingdom and 
city of Fez on the (hores of the weftern ocean **^ 
In the Eaft, the firft dynaftjr was that of the 
Tahefites *** j the pofterity of the valiant Tahcr, 
who, in the civil wars of the fons of Harun, had 
ferved with too much zeal and fiiccefs the caufe of 
Almamon the younger broth en He was fent into 
honourable exile, to command on the banks of 
the Oxus ; and the independence^f his fiicceflfors^ 
who reigned in Chorafan till the fourth generation, 
was palliated by their modeft and refpedful 
demeanour, the happinefs of their fubjefls, and the 
fecurity of their frontier. They were fupplanted 
by one of thofe adventurers fo frequent in the 
annals of the Eaft, who left his trade of a brazier 

The Sbffar. (from whence the name of Soffarides) for the pro-* 
A. a feffion of a rpbber. In a nodkurnal vifit to the 

$72-902. ^J.gaf^Je of tHe priiice of Sillan, Jacob, the fon of 



S04 The Aglabitet Jind Edrifites are the profefled fubje^l of M* de Car« 
donne (Hift. dc TAirlque et de TEfpagne fous la Domination des Arabes^ 
com. U. p. I— 63.)« 

105 To efcapff tlit reproach of erroi*, I muft criticife the inaccuracies of 
11. de Guigoes (torn, i* p* 359O concerning the Edrifiter* i. The dynafty 
and city of Fei could not be founded in the year of the Heglra 173, fmce 
the f6tnderwaa2/'0/7i>tfm0«i child of a defcendant of Ali, who fled from 
Mecca in the year 1 68. 2. This founder, Bdris the fon of Edris> iiiftead of 
liv^gtothc in^probable age of 120 years, A. H. 313, diedy^« H. 214, in 
the prtmt of maniiood. 3. The dynafty ended A. H. 307,. twenty-three 
yeart fooner than it is fixed by the hi dorian of the Huns. Se^ the accurate 
Annals of Abulfcda, p. 158, 159. 185.238. 

m6 The dynaftles of the Taherltes and SofFarides, with the rife of that of 
Ibe Samanides, are defcribcd in the original hiflory and I^tln verfion of 
Mirchond : yet the molt intcrefting fadls jiad already been drained by thn 
dBJigence of M. d*HerbcIot» 
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Leithy ftumbled over a lump of fait, which he c h a p. 
unwarily tailed with his tongue. Salt, among the ^,— -^>^ 
Orientals, is the fymbol of hofpitality, and the 
pious robber immediately retired without fpoil or 
damage. The difcovery of this honourable be- 
haviour recommended Jacob to pardon and truft ; 
he led an army at firft for his benefaftor, at laft 
for himfelf, fubdued Perfia, and threatened the 
rcfidence of the Abbaflidcs. On his march to- 
wards Bagdad, the conqueror was arrefled by a 
fever. He gave audience in bed to the ambaffador 
of the caliph ; and befide him on a table were ex* 
pofed a naked fcymetar, a crufl: of brown bread, 
and a bunch of onions. ** If I die," faid he, 
^^ your matter is delivered from his fears. If I 
*' live, this muft determine between us. If I am 
*' vanquiflied, I can return without reludlance to 
** the homely fare oif my youth." From the 
height where he flood, the defcent would not 
have been fo foft or harmlefs : a timely death fe- 
cured his own repofe and that of the caliph, who 
paid with the mod lavifii concQffions the retreat of 
his brother Amrou to the palaces of Shiraz and 
Ifpahan. The Abbaffides were too feeble to con* 
tend, too proud to forgive: they invited the 
powerful dynafty of the Samanida^ who paffed TheSami- 
the Oxus with ten thoufand horfe, fo poor, that a'd. 
their ftirrups were of wood j ^ fo brave, that they ^**^'^ 
vanquiihed the Soffarian army, eight times more 
numerous than their own. The captive Amrou 
was fent in chains, a grateful offering to the court 
of Bagdad ; and as the vidor was content with 
the inheritance of Tranfoxiana and Chorafan, the 
VoLf X. Q realms 
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realms of Perfia returned for a while to the al- 
legiance of the caliphs. The provinces of Syria 
and Egypt were twice difmembered by their 
Tu^kifli flaves, of the race of Toulun and Ikjhid "*•. 
Thefe Barbarians, in religion and manners the 
countrymen of Mahomet, emerged froni the 
bloody factions of the palace to a provincial com- 
mand and an independent throne: their names 
became famous and formidable in their time ; but 
the founders of thefe two potent dynafties con- 
fcffed, either in words or aftions, the vanity of 
ambition. The firft on his death-bed implored^ 
the mercy of God to a finner, ignorant of the 
limits of his own power : the fecond, in the midft 
of four hundred thoufand foldiers and eight 
thoufand flaves, concealed from every human eye 
the chamber where he attempted to fleep. TTieir 
fons were educated in the vices of kings ; and 
both Egypt and Syria were recovered and poffeffed 
by the Abbaffides during an interval of thirty 
years. In the decline of their empire, Mefopotamia, 
with the important cities of Moful and Aleppo, 
was occupied by the Arabian princes of the tribe 
of Hamadan. The poets of their court could re- 
peat without a blufli, that nature had formed 
their countenances for beauty, their tongues for 
eloquence, and their hands for liberality and 
valour : but the genuine tale of the elevation and 
reign of the Hamadanitesy exhibits a fcene ot 
treachery, murder, and parricide. At the fame 



,to7 M. de Gaign^ (Hift. des Huns, torn. iii. p. 124—154.) has ex- 
haufted the Toulooides and Ikihidites of £gXP(> ^^ thrown f^me light on 
thcCarmatbians and Hamadanitcs. 

% fatal 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 83 

fatal period, the Perfian kingdom was again chap. 
ufurped by the dynafty of the Bowides^ by the ^-^i^-vw 
fword of three brothers, who, under various 3!dif^' 
nameii, were ftyled the fupport and columns of the a. d. 933 
ftate, and who, from the Cafpian fea to the ocean, "** 
would fuffer no tyrants but themfelves. Under 
their reign, the language and genius of Perfia re^ 
vived, and the Arabs, three hundred and four 
years after the death of Mahomet, were deprived of 
the fceptre of the Eaft, 

Rahdi, the twentieth of the Abbaffides, and the Fallen ftate 
thirty-ninth of the fucceffors of Mahomet, was j^phsor' 
the laft who deferved the title of commander of ^*^^* ^^ 
the faithful '"' : the laft (fays Abulfeda) who 9361 &c. 
fpoke to the people, or converfed with the learned : 
the laft who, in the expence of his houfehold, re- 
prefented the wealth and magnificence of the 
ancient caliphs. After him, the lords of the 
Eaftern world were reduced to the moft abjeft 
mifery, and expofed to the blows and infults of a 
fervile condition. The revolt of the provinces cir- 
cumfcribed their dominions within the walls of 
Bagdad; but that capital ftili contained an in- 

'o« Hie eft ultimus chalifah qui multum atque fapius pro conc'one per- 
orarlt .... Fuit etiam ultimus qui otium cum eruditis ct facetis hominibus 
fallere hilariterque agere foleret. Ultimus tandem chalifarum cui fumtus, 
ftipendia, reditus, et thefauri, culinae, c^teraque omms aulica pompa prioruin 
chalifarum ad inftar comparata fuerint. Videbimus enim paullo poft quam 
indignis et fervilibus ludibriis exagitaci, quam ad humilem fortunam ulrimum- 
^ue conteroptum abjedi fuerint hi quondam potentilTimi totius terrarum 
Orientalium orbis domini. Abulfed. Annal. Modem, p. 261. I have given 
this pafTage as the manner and tone of Abulfeda^ but the caft of Latin elo- 
quence belongs more properly to Reiikc. The Arabian hiftorian (p 255. 
»57- »6i— 269. 283, 9iQ,) has fuppUed me witli the moft Intereftinglads of 
this paragraph. 

G 2 numerable 
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CHAP, numerable multitude, vain of their paft fortune, 
difcontented with their prefent ftiate, and opprefiTed 
by the demands of a treafury which had formerly 
been repleniihed by the fpoil and tribute of nations. 
Their idlenefs was exercifed by fadion and con- 
troverfy. Under the mafk of piety, the rigid 
followers of Hanbal'''^ invaded the pleafurcs of 
domeftic life, burfl: into the houfes of plebeians 
and princes, fpilc the wine, broke the inftruments, 
beat the muficians, and diflionoured, with infamous 
fufpicions, the aflbciates of every handfome youth. 
In each profeffion, which allowed room for two 
perfon$, the one was a votary, the other an an- 
tagonift, of Ali ; and the Abbaffides were awakened 
by the clamorous grief of the fedaries, who denied 
their title and curfed their progenitors. A tur- 
bulent people could only be repreflfed by a military 
force ; but who could fatisfy the avarice or affert 
the difcipline of the mercenaries themfelves? 
The African and the Turldfli guards drew their 
fwords againd each other, and the chief com- 
manders, the emirs al Omra"% imprifoned or 
depofed their fovereigns, and violated the fandluary 



109 Their mafter) on a fimilar occafion, /hewed himfelf of a more indul- 
gent and tolerating fpirit. Ahmed £bn Hanba], the head of one of the four 
orthodox feds, was born at Bagdad A, H. 164^ and died the>e A. H. 241* 
He fou*ght and fuffered in tlie difpute concerning the creation of the Koran* 

>io The office of vizir was fupexfcded by the emiral Omra, Imperatorlmw 
pcratorum, a title 6rfl inilituted by Rahdi, and which merged at length in 
the Bowides and Seljukides : ve^igalibus, et tributis ec curiis per omnes re* 
^iones pra?fedt,ju(iuque in omnibus fuggeUis nominis ejus in concionibu» 
mentionem tieri (Abulpharagius, Dynall. p. i990* ^^ ^ likeyfih xntn^ 
Uoned by £lmacin (p» 254, ^SS')* 

of 
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of the mofch and haran. If the caliphs efcaped chap;^ 
^o the camp or court of any' neighbouring prince, 
their deliverance was a change of fervitude,. till 
they were prompted by defpair to invite the 
BowideSy the fultans of Periia^ who filenced . the 
factions of Bagdad by their irrefiflible arms. The 
civil and military powers : were afiumed by 
Moezaldowlaty the fecond of the three brothers, 
and a ftipend of fixty thoufand pounds fterling 
was affigned by his generofity for the private ex-* 
pence of the commander of the faithful. But on 
the fortieth day, at the audience of the ambafiadors 
of Chohtfan, and in the preTence of a trembling 
multitude, the caliph was dragged frotn his throne 
to a dungeon, by the command of the ftranger, 
and the rude hands of hia Dilemites. His palace 
was pillaged, his eyes were put out, and the mead 
ambition of the Ahbafiides afpired to the vacant 
ftation of danger and difgrace. In the fchool of 
adverfity, the luxurious caliphs refumed the' grave 
and abstemious virtues of the primitives times; 
Defpoiled of their armour and iilken robes, they 
faded, they prayed, they ftudied the Koran and 
the tradition of the Sonnites j they performed with 
zeal and knowledge, the funftions of their eccle- 
fiadical charader. The refpe£t of nations ftill 
waited on the fucceflbrs of the apoftle, the oracles 
of the law and confcience of the faithful ; and the 
weaknefs or divifion of their tyrants fometimes 
reftored the Abbaflides to the fovereignty of Bag- 
dad. But their misfortunes had been embittered 
by the triumph of the Fatimites, the real or 

G 3 fpurious 
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Reduftion 
ofCrete, 



l^tirious progeny of ^li. Arifing from the ex- 
tremity of Africa, thefe fuccefcfiil rivals ex- 
tinguifhed in Egypt and Syria, both the fpiritual 
and temporal authority of the Abbaffides \ and the 
monarch of the^ile inful^ed the humble pontiff on 
the banks of the Tlgrii • . 

In the declining age of the caliphs, in the cen* 
turywhit:h ddpfcd after the war of Theophilus and 
Motaflem, the hoftile tranfadiong of the two na- 
tions were confined to Come inroads by fea and 
land, the iruits of their clofe vicinity and inde- 
fible hatred* But when the Eafiern world was 
convulfed and broken, the Greeks were roufed 
from their lethargy by the hopes of conqueft and 
yevenge. The Byzantine empire, fincc the ac- 
ceifion of the Bafiiian race, had repofed in peace 
and dignity ^ and they might encounter with their 
entire •ftrcngth the front of fome petty emir, wbofe 
rear was aflaulted and threatened by his national 
fioes of the Mahometan faith. The lofty titles of 
the morning ftar, and the death of the Sara- 
cens"*, were applied in the public acclamations 
to Nicephoru3. Pbocas, a prince as renowned in 
the camp as he was unpopular in the city. In'the 
fubordinate ftation o( great domeftic, or general 
of the Eaft, he reduced • the ifland of Crete, and 
extirpated the neft of pirates who had fo long de« 



m Uatpr^Dd, whofe (bdleric temper was embittered by bis uneafy fitua- 
tion, (uggefts the names of reproach and contempt more applicable to Ni. 
ctphoVus tliaii the vain titles of theGre'eks, Ecce venit ilella matutina, furgit 
Ejp»^% v«Y(rbcnit obtucii folisradioSy pallida Saraccn^riim^ors, Nicephorus 

fied, 
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fied, with impunity, the majefty of the empire"*, c* a P.' 
His military genius was difplayed in the conduA y.^^^'^^mmj 
and fuccefs of the enterprise j which had fo often 
failed with lofs and difiiohour. The Saracens 
were confounded by the landing of his troops on 
fafe and level bridges, which he c&ft from the 
veflfels to the fliore. Siveh months were con- 
fumed in the fieg6 of Candia ; the defpair of the 
native Cretans was ftimulated by the frequent aicj 
of their brethren of Africa* and Spain ; and, after 
the maffy wall and,double ditch had b^en ftormed 
by the Greeks, an hopelefs conflict was ftill maini 
tained in the ftreets and houfes of the city. The 
whcle ifland was fubdued in the capital, and ^ 
fubmiflive people acceptfed, without refiftance, the 
baptifra of the conqueror "*. Conftantinople api 
plauded the long^forgotten pomp of a triuinph j 
but the imperial diadem was the fole rewiird thdt 
could repay the fervices, or fatisfy the ambition, of 
Nidephorus. 

After the death of the younger Romanus, the ThcEa^ii 
fourth in lineal defcent of the Bafilian race, his «jm!«fft«o' 

' NiC0phortts 

»2 Kotwlthftanding the InfinuatikMis of Zotiftrasy no* u p), ftc. (torn, li* 
1. xvi. p* I97.)f it is 301 undoubted fa£t^ that Crete was completely and 
finally fubdued by Nicephorus Phocas (Pagi, Critica, torn. iii. p. 873—875, 
^eurfiusy Creta, 1. iii. c. 7. torn, iii. p. 464, 465.). 

113 A Greek life of St. Nicon, the Arineniany was found in the Sforza li- 
brary, and tranflated into Latin by the Jefuit Siroiond for the ufe of cardinal 
Baronitts* This contemporary legend oails a ray of light on Crete and Pele- 
ponnefus in th^x^*^ century. He fount! the newly recovered ifland, ftedit 
deteftandae Agarenorum fupeiAitionit veftigiis adhuc plenam ac refintam 
..... but the vi6^orious miflionary, perhaps with fome carnal aid, adbaptlt- 
Kittin omnes veraque fidei difciplinam pepulit. Bcclefiis per totam Infulam 
• f4>ficati$^ If(. (Annal, Eccl^f. A.D. 961.). . , 
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c H^A p. widow Theophania fucceffively married Nicephorus 
^,— ^'^ Phocas and his aflafCn John Zimifces, the two 
]6b^zi^^ heroes of the a;ge. They reigned as the guardians 
mifces, and colleagues of her in&m fons j and the twelve 
563^975. years of their military command form the mod 
fplendid period of the Byzantine annals. The fub« 
je&s and confederates, whom they led to war, 
appeared, at lead in the eyes of an enemy, two 
hundred thoufand ftrcmg ; and of thefe about 
thirty J thpufand were armed with coirafles "* : a 
train of fc^r thoufand mules attended their march ; 
and their evening camp w^ regularly fortified 
p/kk an inclofuxe of iron fpikes. A feries of 
J>loody and undeciiive combats is nothing more 
than an anticipation of what would have been 
cflfefted in a few years by the courfe of nature ; 
but I &all : briefly profecute the conquefts of the 
two emperors from the hills of Cappadocia to the 
defer t of Bagdad. The lieges of Mopfueftia and 
Tarfus in Cilicia 'firft exercifed the (kill and per- 
eonqucftof fevcrance of their troops, on whom, at this 
*'* moment, I (ball not hpfitate to beftow the name 

of Romans. In the double city of Mopfucftia, 
which is divided by the river Sarus, two hundred 
thoufand Moflems were predeftined to death or 
flavery"% a furprifmg degree of population, 

which 



"4 £]iniciny HiA. Saracen, p. 27S,2'^9. Liutprand was dlfpofed to de. 
. preciau the Greek power, yet he owns that Nicephorus led againft ^flyria an 
army •! eighty thoufand men. 

x>; Ducenta fere miliia hominum numerabat urbs (Abulfeda, Anna). 
Moflemi p. 231.) pf Mopfueilia, or Mafifa, MampryAa> Manfifta, Mamifb, 
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i»hich muft at leaft include tbe inhabitants of the c h a p.- 
dependent diftrids* They were furrounded arid s.^^.^^^ 
taken by affault ; but Tai:fus was reduced by the 
flow progrefs of famine ; ^d no fooner had the 
Saracens yielded on honourable terms than they 
were mortified by the dift^knt. and unprofitable 
view of the naval fuccours of Egypt. They were 
difmiffed with -a, fafe-condufi: to the confines of 
Syria,; a part of the pjd Chriftians had quietly 
lived under their dominion ; and the vacant habit- 
ations were repleniflied by a new colony. But 
the mofch was converted into a liable ; the pulpit 
was delivered to the flames ; many rich croffes of 
gold and gems, the fpoils of Afiatic churches, 
were made a grateful offering to the piety or 
avarice of the emperor; and he tranfported the 
gates of Mopfueftia and Tarfus, which were fixed 
in the wall of Conftantinople, an eternal monu- 
ment of his yidory. After theiy had forced and invanonof 
fecured the narrow paffes of mount Amanus, the ^^"^ 
two Roman princes repeatedly carried their arms 
into the heart of Syria. Yet, inftead of aflaulting 
the walls of Antioch, the humanity or fuperdition 
of Nicephorus . appeared to refpefl: the ancient 
metropolis of the Eaft: he contented himfelf with 
drawing round the city a line of circumvallation ; 
left a ftationary army ; and inftrufted his lieute- 
nant to expert, without impatience, the return of 



as it is corruptly, or. perhaps more corredUy, (lyled in the Inlcldle ages 
(Wc/re)ing, Itinerar. p. 580.)* Yet I cannot credit this extreme populouf- 
neis a few years after the teftimony of the emperor Leo, a y%f 7ro\i/7rX»j9** 
r^a Tfl*s KiAif* /3«ie^/3»fo*? ir*»(Ta^ica, c. xviii. in Meurfii Oper. torn. vi. 
p.ti70. 
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^ Lii^ ^' ^P''*^g- But in the depth of winter, in a dark and 
rainy night, an adventurous fubaltem, with three 
hundred foldiers, approached the ran^part, apph'ed 
hU fcaling-ladders, occupied two adjacent towers, 
ftood firm againft the pt^effure of multitudes, and 
bravely maintained hk poft till he n^as relieved by 
the tardy, though efifefltual, fupport'of his.reluc- 

lUcoftryof taut chief. The fir ft tumult o* flaughter and 
rapine fubfided j the reigtt of Caefar :ind'6f'Chrill 
Mra$ reftor^d ; and the efforts oF' *an hundred 
thoufand Saracens, of tlie armies of Syria and the 
fleets, of Afric, *rere confumed without effeft 
before the walls of Antioch. The royal city of 
Aleppo was fubjed to Seifeddowlat, of the dynafty 
of Hamadan, who clouded his part glory by the 
precipitate retreat which abandoned his king- 
; dom and capital to the Roman invaders. In his 
ftately palace, that ftood without the walls of 
Aleppo, they joyfully feized a well-furniflhed ma- 
gazine of arms, a ftable of fourteen hundred 
mules, and three hundred bigs of filver and gold* 
But the walls of the city withftood the ftrokes dF 
their battering-rams ; and the befiegers pitched 
their tents on the neighbouring mountain of 
Jauflian. Their retreat exafperated the quarrel of 
the townfmen and mercenaries ; the guard of the 
gs^tes and ramparts was deferted ; and, while 
tbefy furioufly charged each other in the market- 
place, they were furprifed and deftroyed by the 
fword of a common enemy. The male fex was 
exterminated by the fword ; ten thoufand youths 
were led into, captivity ; the weight of the precious 
fpoil exceeded the ftrength and number of the 

beaft$ 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ItOMAN EMPIRE. 5^ 

bcafts of burthen ; the fuperfluous remainder was chap. 
burnt ; and, after a licentious poiTeflion of ten ■^^^A.p 
days, the Romans marched away from the naked 
and bleeding city. In their Syrian inroads they 
comilnabded' the huibandmen to cultirate their 
lands, that: they themfelves, in the enfuing feafon,) 
ihight reap' the) benefit : more than aa iiundred 
Qities were reduced to obedience ; and eighteen 
pulpits of the principal mofchs were committed to^ 
the flames toiexfnate the facrilege of -the difciples 
of Mahomet. The claflic names of Hiefapolis^ 
Apamea^ and Eihefa, revive for a moment in the 
lift of conqueft : the emperor Zimifces encamped 
in the Paradife of Damafcus, and accepted the 
ranfom of a fubmiflive people; and the torrent 
was only flopped by the impregnable fortrcfs of 
Tripoli, on the fea-coaft of Phoenicia. Since the Parage of 
days of Heratlius, the Euphrates, below the |JlfJ^"^ 
pafl^ge of mount Taurus, had been impervious^ 
and almoft invifible, to the Greeks. The river 
yielded a free paflage to the vidorious Zimifces ; 
and the hiftorian may imitate the fpeed with which 
he overran the once famous cities of Samofata^ 
EdeiTa, Martyropolis, Amida "^ and Nifibis, 
the ancient limit of the empire in the neighbour- 
hood of the Tigris. His ardour was quickened 
by the defire of grafping the virgin treafures of 

ii6 The trxt of Leo the deacon, in the corrupt names of Emeta and 
lAy&Brfim, reveals the cities of Amida and Martyropolis (Miafarekin. 
See Abulfeda, Geograpb. p. 245. verf. Reifke). Of the former, Leo ob- 
ferves, urbs munita et illuflris $ of the latter, clara atque confpicua opi- 
bufque et pecorc> reliquis ejus provmciis urbibus atque oppidis fong« 
pneftans. 

Ecbatana, 
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Ecbacana"% a well-known name, under which 
the Byzantine writer has concealed the capital of 
the Abbaflides. The confternation of the fugi- 
tives had already diflFufed the terror of his name ; 
but the fancied riches of Bagdad bad already been 
diflipated by the avarice and prodigality of do-. 
Dairsrrof mcftic tyrants. The prayers of the people, and 
****^^ the ftern demands of the Keotettant of the Bowides^ 
required the caliph to provide for the defence of 
the dty. The helplefe Mothi replied, that his 
arms, his revenues, and his provinces, had been 
torn. from his hands, and that he was ready ta 
abdicate a dignity which he was unable to fupport. 
The emir was inexorable j the furniture of the 
palace was fold ; and the paltry price of forty 
ihoufand pieces of gold was inftantly confumed in 
private luxury. But the apprehenfions of Bagdad 
were relieved by the retreat of the Greeks : third 
and hunger guarded the defert of Mefopotamia ; 
and the emperor, fatiated with glory, and laden 
^ith Oriental fpoils, returned to Conftantinople^ 
and difplayed, in his triumph, the filk, the aro« 
ihatics, and three hundred myriads of gold and 
filver. Yet the powers of the Eaft had been bent, 
j!bt broken, by this tranficnt hurricane. After 

^vy.ITt ct Ecbata^ia pergeret Agarenorum,)ue regiam ^vcrterct .... 
alunt enim urbium qua ufquam funt ac toto orbe cxif\unt feliciilimam cifc 
auroque ditiflimam (Leo Diacon. apud Pagium, torn. iv« p. 34.). This 
fpkndid ocfcri prion fuits only with Bagdad, and cannot poffibly apply 
either to Hamada, the true Ecbatana (d'Anville, Gcog. Ancicnne, torn. ii. 
p. 2 ;7.>, or Tauris, which has been commonly miftakcn for that city. The 
nai • of Ecbatana, in the fame indefinite fenfc, is transferred by a more 
cbfTic aiithoiity (Cicero pro Lege Manilla, 0,4.) to the royal fear of Mi- 
Ihrida; s, kirg of Pontu*. 

the 
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the departure of the Greeks, the fugitive princes 
returned to their capitals ; the fubjefts difclaimed 
their involuntary oaths of allegiance ; the Moflems 
^gain purified their temples, and overturned the 
idols of the faints and martyrs ; the Neftorians 
and Jacobites preferred a Saracen to an orthodox 
mafter j and the numbers and fpirit of the Mel- 
chites were inadequate to the fupport of the church 
and ftate. Of thefe extenfive conquefts, Antioch, 
with the cities of Cilicia and the ifle of Cyprus, 
was alone reftored, a permanent and ufeful accef- 
(ion to the Roman empire "*« 



vtt See the AnnaU of Elmacin, Abulpharagius, and Abulfeda, fmm A. H. 
351, to A. H. 361 i and the reigns of Nicephorus Phocas and John Zimif- 
cesy in the Chronicles of Zonaras (torn. ii. 1. xvi. p. 199. 1. xvli. 215. 
and Cedrenus (Compend. p. 649^694.). Their manifold defers are 
partly fupplied by the MS. hiitory of Leo the deacon, which Pagi obtained 
irom the ^Benedidtines, and has inferted almofl entire, in a La^n verfion 
(O-itica, torn. iiL p. 87 3* torn. iv. p. 37). 
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CHAP, LIII. 

State of the Eajlern Empire in the Tenth Century^ 
— Extent and Divifion. — Wealth and Revenue. 
— Palace of Con/iantinople. — Titles and Of 
fees. — Pride and Power of the Emperors. — 
TaSlics of the Greeksj Arabs^ and Franks. — 
Lofs of the Latin Tongue.-~-Studies and Solitude 
of the Greeks. 

CHAP. A RAY of hiftoric light feems to beam from 
v,^,^^^/ the darknefs of the tenth century. Wc 

ofth^clwk ^P^"^ ^^^^ curiofity and refpe(S the royal volumes 
•mpire. of Conftantine Porphyrogenitus ', which he com* 
pofed at a mature age for the inftruftion of his 
fon, and which promife to unfold the ftate of the 
Works of Eaftern empire, both in peace and war, both at 
pw^hy"r!jr* home and abroad. In the firft of thefe works he 
gcniiui. minutely defcribes the pompous ceremonies of 
the church and palace of Conftantinople, accord- 
ing to his own prafkice and that of his pre- 
deceirors\ In the fecond, he attempts an accurate 

furvey 

I The epithet of Xlop^wpoyiwrrof, Porphyrogenitus, bom in the purple^ 
ii elegantly defined by Ciaudi«n ; 

Ardua privatos ncfcit fortuna Penates \ 
£t regnum cum luce dedit. Cognata poteftat 
Excepit Tyrio venerabile pignus in oftro. 
And Dttcangey in his Greek and Latin Gloflarlesj produces many paflagea 
^ expreflive of the (ame id«a. 

* A fplendid MS. of Conftantine, de Cxremoniis Auls et Ecclefise By« 
yantinsr, wandered from Conftantinople to Buda, Frankfort, and Leipficy 
vhercit was publiflied in a fplendid edition by Ltid» and Rciike (A.I>. 17519 

in 
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curate furvey of the provinces, the themes^ as they ^ " ^ *•• 
were then denominated, both of Europe and Afia ^ 
The fyftem of Roman taftics, the diTciphne and 
order of the troops, and the military operations 
by land and fea, are explained in the third of 
thefe didaftic coUeftions, which may be afcribed 
to Conftantine or his father Leo \ In the fourth, 
of the ad minift ration of the empire, he reveals the 
fecrets of the Byzantine policy, in friendly or 
hoftile intercourfe with the nations of the earth. 
The literary labours of the age, the pradtical fyf- 
tems of law, agriculture, and hiftory, might 
redound to the benefit of the fubjefl and the honour 
of the Macedonian princes. The fixty books of 
the Bqfilics % the code and pandefts of civil jurif- 

prudence,- 

in folio), with fuch fUvi(h praife as editors never fail to beAow on the 
vrorthy gr worthlefs objed of their toil. 

3 See, \xi the firfl volume of Banduri^s Imperlum Orlentale, Conftantinioa 
de Thematibas, p. i — 24. dc Adminiftrando Imperio, p. 45 — 127. edit, 
Veoet, The text of the old edition of Meurfius is correaed from a MS. of 
the royal library of Paris, which Ifaac Caufabon had formerly feen (Epift* 
ad Polybtum, p. 10.), and the fenfe is illuflrated by two maps of Wil- 
liam Deflifle, the prince of geographers, till the appearance of the greater 
dMnville. 

4 The taftics of Leo and Conftantine are publifhed with the aid of fomt 
new MSS. in the great edition of the works of Meurfius, by the learned 
John Lanoi (torn. vi. p. 571— 9zo. 1211—1417. Florcnt. 1745), y«t the 
text is ftiU corrupt and mutilared, the verfion is ilill obfcure and faulty. 
The Imperial library of Vienna would afford fome valuable materials to a 
■ew editor (Fabric. Bibliot. Grxc. torn. vi. p. 369, 370.). 

5 On the fubjeft of the Bafi/Us, Fahricius (Bibliot. Grsec. torn. xii. p. 425 
-^514.) and Heineccius Hift. Juris Romani, p. 396 — 399. )> and Gian* 
none (Iffcoria civile di Napoii, torn. i. p- 450—458.), as biftorlcal civilians, 
may be ufefuUy confulted. xli books of this Greek code have been pub* 
bfhed, with a Latin vedion, by Charles Annibal Fabrottus (Paris 1647), in 
feven tomes in folio $ it other books have fmce been difcovered, and art 

inferted 
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CHAP. 

LIU. 



prudence, were gradually framed in the three firfl 
reigns of that prolperous dynafty. The art of 
agriculture had amufed the leifure, and exercifed 
the pens, of the beft and wifeft of the ancients ; 
and their chofen precepts are comprifed in the 
twenty books of the Geoponics^ of Conftantine- 
At his command, the hiftorical examples of vice 
and virtue were methodifed in fifty-three books % 
and every citizen might apply, to his contempora- 
ries or himfelf, the leflbn or the warning of pafi: 
times. From the auguft charafter of a legiflator, 
the fovereign of the Eaft defcends to the more 
humble ofEce of a teacher and a fcfibe : and if 
his fucceflfors and fubjeds were regardlefs of his 
paternal cares, we may inherit and enjoy the ever- 
lafting legacy. 
Their inv A clofer furvcy will indeed reduce the value of 
'^^^^"'- the gift, and the gratitude of pofterity : in the 
poffeffion of thefe imperial treafures, we may ftill 
deplore our poverty and ignorance; and the fading 
glories of their authors will be obliterated by in* 

inferted in Gerard Meennan*s Novus Thcfaurus Juris Civ. ct Canon, torn. t. 
Of the whole work, the fixty books, John Leunclavius has printed (Bafil 
X575), an eclogue or fynopfis. The cxiii novels» or new laws, of Lco^ ma/ 
be found in the Corpus Juris Civills. 

6 I have ufed the laft and befl edition of the Ceoponics (b/ NiccJas 
Niclasy Leipfic 1781, 2 vols, in odlavo). Itead in the preface, that the 
fame emperor reftored the long- forgotten fyftems of rhetoric and phllofophy ; 
and his two books of Hip^iatrUa, or Horfe-phylic, were publifiied at Paris* 
1530, in folio (Fabric. Bibftot. Graec. tom. vi. p*.493 — S^^*)* 

7 Of thefe liit bookSf or titles, only two have been prefervcd had 
printed, de Legationtbus (by Fulvius UrHnus, Antwerp I58», land Daniel 
Hsfchelius, Auguft. Vindel. 1603), and de Virtutihus et Vttlit (byHehrx 
Vakfius, ordeValois, Paris 1634.). 

I X difference 
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difference or contempt. The Baiilics wiU fink to c ha p. 
a broken copy, a partial and mutilated verfion ia 
the Greek language, of the laws of Juftintan ; but 
the fenfe of the old civilians is often fuperfeded by 
the influence of bigotry : and the abfolute ptahU 
bition of diwrce, concubinage, and intereft for 
money, enflaves the freedom of trade and the hap* 
pinefs of private life. In the hiftorical book, a 
fubjedt of Conftantine might admiro^the inimitable 
virtues of Greece and Rome t he bfSight learn ta 
what a pitch of energy and elevation the humaii 
charafter had formerly afpired. But a contrary 
effect mud have been produced by a new edition 
of the lives of the faints, which the great logothete, 
or chancellor of the empire, was dire^ed to pre- 
pare : and the dark fund of fuperftitidn was en* 
ricbed by the fabulous and florid legends of Simoa 
the Metaphraji '. The merits and miracks of the 
whole talendar are of lefs account in the eye» of 
a fage, than the toil of a fmgle hufbandman^ who 
multiplies the gifts of the Creator, and fupplies thd 
food of his brethren. Yet the royal authors of 
the Geoponics were more ferioufly employed in ex* 
pounding the precepts of the deflroying art, which 
has been taught fmce the days of Xenophon % as 

the 

^ The life and writings of Simon Metaphraftes are defcribed by Hankius 
(de Scrlptoribus Bysant. p. 4iS«-46o.). This biographer of the faints 
Indulged himfclf in a loofe pataphrafe of the fenfe or nonfenfe of mote 
ancient aAs. His Greek rhetoric is again paraphrafed in the Latin yer- 
iion of Surlusy and fcarcejy a thread can be now vifible of the original 
texture. 

9 According to the firft book of the C^ropsdla, profefTors of tadics, a 
fmall part of the fdence of war, were already inftituted in Perfla, by which 
Greece muft be underftood. A good edition of all the Scriptores Ta6tlci 

Vol. K. H would 
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c HA P. the Jirt of heroes and kings. But the Tables of 
Leo and Conftantine are mingled with the bafer 
alloy of the age in which they lived. It was defti- 
tute of original genius ; they implicitly tranfcribe 
the rules and maxims which had been confirmed 
by viaorics. It was unikilled in the propriety of 
ftyle and method ; they bKndly confound the mod 
diftant and difcordant inftitutions, the phalanx of 
Sparta and tiv^t of Maciedon, the legions of Cato 
and Trajan, u/Auguftus iand Theodofius. Even 
the ttfe, or at leaft the importance, of thefe mili- 
tary rudiments may be fairly queftioned : their 
general theory is dilated by reafon i but the merit, 
as well as difficulty, confifts in the application. 
The difdiptine of a fotdier is formed by exercife 
rather than by ftudy : the talents of a commandei 
are appropriated to thofe calm though rapid 
minds, which nature produces to decide the ^te 
of armies and nations : the former is the habit of 
a life, the latter the glance of a moment ; and the 
battles won by lefibns of tallies may be numbered 
with the epic poems created from the rules of cri- 
ticrfm. The book of ceremonies is a recital, tedi- 
ous yet imperfeft, of the defpicable pageantry 
which had infefted the church and ftate fince the 
gradual decay of the purity of the one and the 
power of the other. A review of the themes 
or provinces might promife fuch authentic and 
ufeful information, as the curiofity of govern- 
ment only can obtain, inftead of traditionary fa- 

weuld be a taflc not unworthy of a fcliolar. HJs induftry rai^ht difcover 
fome new MSS. and his learning might ilJuftraic tht militHry hiftory of til^ 
fcncknrs. Bwt this fglroL^r fhould b« akcwifc afoWier j and, aLs I Qoimui 
IciliUiis no rnorv. 
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bles on the origin of the cities, and malicious epU chap* 
grams on the vices of their inhabitants '\ Such ^^0^^^'^ 
information the hiftorian would have been pleafed 
to record ; nor (hould his filence be condemned if 
the mod interefting objefts, the population of the 
capital and provinces, the amount of the taxes and ^ 
revenues, the numbers of fubjeds and ftrangers 
who ferved under the Imperial ftandard, have 
been unnoticed by Leo the philofopher, and his 
fon Conftantine. His treatife of the public admi« 
niftration is'ftained with the fame blemi(hes; yet 
it is difcriminated by peculiar merit : the antiqui« 
ties of the nations may be doubtful or fabulous ; 
but the geography and manners of the Barbaric 
world are delineated with curious accuracy. Of Embaflyof 
thefe nations, the Franks alone were qualified to ^*"'i*™"**- 
obferve in their turn, and to defcribe, the metro- 
polis of the £a(l. The ambaiTador of the great 
Otho, a bifliop of Cremona, has painted the flate 
of Conftantinople about the middle of the tenth 
century : his ftyle is glowing, his narrative lively, 
his obfervation keen ; and even the prejudices and 
paifions of Liutprand are ftamped with an original 

10 After obferving that the demerit of the Cappadocians rofe in proportion 
tc their rank and ricbes> he inferts a more pointed epigrami which is afcribed 
10 DemodO€us: 

The ftin; is precifely the lame with the French epigram againft Freron s 
Un ferpent mordit Jean Freron— fch bien ? Le ferpcnt en mourut. But as 
the Paris wits are feldom read in the Antliolos^y, I fhould he curious to 
Feam .through what channel it was conveyed]for their imitation (Conftantln. 
Porphyrogen. de Themat. c. ii. Biunk, Anale^l. Grace, torn. il. p. 56. 
Srodati Anihotogia^ !• ii. p. 144- )• - 

H 2 charafler 
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CHAP, charafter of freedom and genius". From thi* 
<--^vw fcanty fund of foreign and domeftic materials I 
(hall ipveftigate the form and fubftance of the By* 
zantine empire ; the provinces and weahh^ the 
civil government and military force, the charader 
and literature, of the Greeks in a period of fix 
hundred years, from the reign of Heraclius to the 
fuccefsful invafion of the Franks or Latins. 
t^^. After the final divifion between the fons of 

themes, or 

provinces Theodofius, the fwarms of Barbarians from Scy- 
pire,andits thia and Germany overfpread the provinces and 
ei!Jry age. cxtinguifhcd the empire of ancient Rome. The 
weaknefs of Conftantinople was concealed by 
extent of dominion : her limits were inviolate, ot 
at leait entire ; and the kingdom of Juftinian was 
enlarged by the fplendid acquifition of Africa and 
Italy* But the poflfeflion of thefe new conquefta 
was tranfient and precarious ; and almoft a moiety 
of the Eaftern empire w^as torn away by the atms 
of the Saracens. Syria and Egypt were opprefled 
by the Arabian caliphs; and, after the reduftion 
of Africa, their lieutenants invaded and fubdued 
the Roman province which had been changed uito 
the Gothic monarchy of Spain. The iflands of 
the Mediterranean wete not inacceffible to their 
naval powers ; and it was from their extreme fta* 
tions, the harbours of Crete and the fortreifes of 
Cilicia, that the ^ faithful or rebel emirs infulted 
the majefty of the throne and capital. The re- 
maining provinces under the obedience of the em- 

II The Lc^atio LIutprendi Epircopi Cremonenfis ad Nicephorum Phocamt 
IS infertcd in MuratorI> Scriptores Rerum Italicaruniy torn, u* pare L 

^rors. 
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perors, were caft into a new mould ; and the yarifr c-ff a p. 
diaion of the prefidents, the confulars, and the ^*"' 
counts, was fuperfeded by the inftitution of the 
t/jernes ", or military governments, whkh pre* 
vailed under the fucceffors of Heraclius, and are- 
defcribed by ihe pen of the royal author. Of the* 
twenty-nine themes, twelve in Europe and fevenf 
teen in Afia, the origin is obfcure, the etymology 
doubtful or capricious: the limits were arbitrary 
,and fluftuating; but fome particular names that 
found the moft ftrangely to our ear were derived 
from the charafter and attributes of the troops 
that were maintained at the expence, and for the 
guard, of the refpeftive divifions. The vanity of. 
the Greek princes moft eagerly grafpcd the (hadow 
of conqueft and the memory of loft dominion. A 
new Mefopotamia was created on the "V^Teftem fide 
of the Euphrates : the appellation and praetor of 
Sicily were transferred to a narrow flip of Cala- 
bria ; and a fragment of the dutchy of Beneven- 
turn was promoted to the ftyle and title of the 
theme of Lombardy. In the decline of the Ara- 
bian empire, the fucceflbrs of Conftantine might 
indulge their pride in more folid advantages. The 
viftories of Nicephorus, John Zimifces, and Bafil 
the fecond, revived the fame and enlarged the 
boundariss of the Roman name : the province of 
Cilicia, the metropolis of Antioch, the iflands of* 

1^ See Conftantine de Thematibus, in Banduri, toni. i. p. i — %o* who 
ownS) chat the word is uk 7raXatc&« 0e^ is ufcd by Maurice (Stratagem. ' 
I ii. c« 2 ) for a legion, froio whence the nanae was eafily transferred to 
its poll or province (Ducange, Glofl*. Grsc. torn. L p. 487, 488.)* Some 
Etymologies are attempted for the Opficiai^ Opumatian, Thracefi^n* 
themes. 

H 3 Crete 
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CHAP. Crete and Cyprus, were reftorcd to the allegiance 
^'"' of Chrlft and Caefar : one third of Italy was an- 
nexed to the throne of Conftantinople : the king- 
dom of Bulgaria was deftroyed ; and the lad fove- 
reigns of the Macedonian dynafty extended their 
fway from the fources of the Tigris to the neigh- 
bourhood of Rome. In the eleventh century, the 
profpe£t was again clouded by new enemies and 
new misfortunes : the relics of Italy were fwept 
away by the Norman adventurers ; and almoft all 
the Afiatic branches were diflfevered from the 
Roman ttunk by the Turkifli conquerors. After 
thefe lofles, the emperors of the Comnenian 
family continued to reign from the Danube to 
Pcloponefus, and from Belgrade to Nice, Trebi- 
zond, and the winding ftream of the Meander. 
The fpacidus provinces of Thrace, Macedonia, 
and Greece, were obedient to their fceptre ; the 
pofleflion of Cyprus, Rhodes, and Crete, was ac« 
companied by the fifty iflands of the iEgean or 
Holy Sea " ; and the remnant of their empire 
tranfcends the meafure of the largeft of the Euro* 
pean kingdoms. 

The fame princes might aflert with dignity and 
truth, that of all the monarchs of Chriftendom 

" Ayio; ^^kxyoit as it is ftyled by the modern Greeks, from which the 
cbrrupt names of Archipelago^ TArchipel, and the Archts, have been tranf. 
|orm«4bygeograpi)ers and Teamen (d^Anvillcy Geographie Ancienney ton».i. 
p. 281. Analyfe de la Carte de la Grece> p. 60. )• The numbers of monks or 
ca'oyers in all the iflands and the adjacent mounuin of Athos (Obfervations 
de Bek>n, fbJ. 32. verfo), monte fanto, might juftify the epithet of holy, 
mytoif a flight alteration from the original atycuo^f impofed by the DoriiinSy 
who> in their dialed, gave the figurative name of tuyti, or gOBts» to 
the bounding wavea (Voflius^ apud CeUariumi Geograpb. Antjq.^tonui. 
p, S29.). 

they 
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riiey poffeflfed the greateft city '*, the moft ample c h a ?• 



ncfs* 



revenue, the moft flourilhing and populous ftate. ■_^--^^ 
With the dech'ne and fall of the empire, the cities G«ff#i , 

wealth apd 

of the Weft had decayed and fallen ; nor could populous 
the ruins of Rome, or the mud walls, wooden 
hovels, and narrow precincls, of Paris and Lon- 
don, prepare the Latin ftranger to contemplate 
the fituation and extent of Conftantinople, her 
{lately palaces and churches, and the arts and 
luxury of an innumerable people. Her treafure$ 
might attract, but her virgin ftrength had repelled^ 
and ftiU promifed to repel, the audacious invafion 
of the Perfian and Bulgarian, the Arab and the 
Ruffian. The provinces were lefs fortunate and 
impregnable ; and few diftrifts, few cities, could 
be difcovered which had not been violated by fomc 
fierce Barbarian, impatient to defpoil, becaufe he 
was hopelefs to poffefs. From the age of Juftinian 
the Eaftern empire was finking below its former 
level: the powers of deftruftion were more aftivc 
thanthofe of improvement; and the calamities of 
war werfi embittered by the more permanent evils 
oi civil and ecclefiaftical tyranny. The captive 
who had efcaped from the Barbarians was often 
dripped and imprifoned by the minifters of his 
fovereign: the Greek fuperftition relaxed the 
mind by prayer, and emaciated the body by faftr 
ing ; and the multitude of convents and feftfvals 
diverted many hand« and many days from the tem? 
poral fervice of mankind. Yet the fut^efts of the 

14 According to the Jewifli traveller who. had vifited furore and Afi^, 
Conftantinr.ptc was equalled only by Bagdad, the great city of the Ifmaelites* 
{Voyage de Benjaipio dc Todeie, par Baratieiv tom.i £• 5. p*460* 
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CHAP. Byzantine empire were ftill the nioft dextrou$ 
and diligent of. nations; their country was bleffed 
by nature with every advantage of foil, climate, 
and fituation ; and, in the fupport and i^ftoration 
of the arts, their patient and peaceful tepiper was 
more ufeful than the warlike ipirit and feudal 
anarchy of Europe. The provinces that ftill ad- 
hered to the empire were repeopled and enriched 
by the misfortunes of thofe which' were irrecover- 
ably Io(L From the yoke of the caliphs, the Ca- 
tholics of Syria, Egypt, and Africa, retired to 
the allegiance of their prince, to the fociety of 
their brethren : the moveable wealth, which 
pludes the fearch of oppreffion, acGompa^ied and 
alleviated their exile • and Conftantinople received 
into her bofom the fugitive trade of Alexandria 
and Tyre. The chiefs of Armenia and Scythia, 
who fled from hoftile or religious perfecution^ 
were hofpitably entertained : their followers were 
encouraged to build new cities and to cultivate 
wafl:e lands; and many fpots, both in Europe 
and Afia, pteferved the name, the manners, or 
at leaft: the memory, of thefe national colonies. 
Even the tribes of Barbarians, who had feared 
themfelves in arms on the territory of the empire, 
were gradually reclaimed to the laws of the church 
and ftate; and as long as they were feparated 
from the Greeks, their pofterity fuppHed a race of 
faithful and obedient foldiers. Did we poflfefs 
fufficient materials to furvey the twenty-i^ine 
themes of the Byzantine monarchy, our curiofity 
might be fatlsfied with a chofen example: it is 
fortunate enough that the cleareft; light fliould be 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE- 105 

thrown on the moft interefting province, and the ^ .^^-^ ^^ 
name of Peloponesus, will awaken the attention y.^^,-^ 
of the claflic reader. 

As early as the eighth century, in the trouble^ ^^^^^ ^^^ 
rdgn of the Iconoclafts, Greece, and cvenPelo? m-. scU- 
ponefus'% were overrun by fome Sclavonian band^ yomaps. 
who outftripped the royal ftandard of Bulgariai^ 
The ftrangers of old, Cadmus, and Danaus, and 
Pelops, had planted in that fruitful foil the feed« 
of policy smd learning ; but the favages of the 
north eradicated what yet remained of their fickly 
and withered roots- In this irruption, the coun- 
try and the inhabitants were transformed ; tha 
Grecian blood was contaminated ; and the proudeft 
nobles of Peloponpfus were branded with the 
name^ of foreigners znd Jlaves. By the diligence 
pf fucceeding princes, the land wa6 in fome mea** 
fure pijrified fron^ the Barbarians ; and the humble 
remnant was hound by an oath of obedience, 
tribute, and military fervice, which they often 
renewed and often violated. The fiege of Patras 
was formed by a fingular concurrence of the Scla- 
vonians pf Peloponefus and the Saracens of Africa* 
In their lad didrefs, a pious fidion of the ap« 
proach of the praetor of Corinth, revived the cout 
^age of the citizens. Their fally y/^s- bold and 

IS Er^Aa^w 0»i h icouroL i X*^ *^ ypyovt fiatfSxfo^y fays Conftantine 
(Theinatibus, 1. ii. c.6. p. 25. )> in a ilylc as barbarous as tiie idea, which 
he confirms, as ufual, by a foolilh epigram. The epitoniizer of Strabo 
likewife obftrves, xm wy ^e veuraa HTrstpoy, kcu £XX(%Sa»7;^s&y koh 
Maxs^vt^y^ xai n(Xe7royTi0x>y £xvd«» SxX«?o» vsjxorrM (I vii* p< 98. edit. 
Hudfon) : a paffage which leads Dodweli a weary dance (Geograph. Minor* 
torn. ii. diflert. vi. p. 170— 19 1.), to enumerate the inroads ox the Sclavi, 
and to fix the date (A. D. 9S0.) of thi$ petty geographer. 

4 fuccefsful; 
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CHAP, fuccefsful ; the ftrangers embarked, the rebels 
*^"* fubmitted, and the glory of the day was afcribed 
to a phantom or a ftranger, who fought in the 
feremoft ranks under the charafter of St. Andrew 
the Apoftle. The fhrine which contained his 
relics was decorated with the trophies of viftory, 
and the captive race was for ever devoted to the fer- 
vice and vaffalage of the metropolitan church of 
Patras, By the revolt of two Sclavonian tribes in 
the ndghbourhood of Helos and Lacedaemon, the 
peace of the peninfula was often diflurbed. They 
fometimes infulted the weaknefs, and fometimes 
refitted the opprefSon, of the Byzantine govern- 
ment, till at length the approach of their hoftile 
bFethren extorted a golden bull to define the rights 
and obligations of the Ezzerites and Milengi, 
whofe annual tribute was defined at twelve hun- 
dred pieces of gold. From thefe ftrangers the 
Imperial geographer has accurately diftinguifhed a 
dpmeftic and perhaps original race, who, in fome 
degree, might derive their blood from the much- 

TrMfiicn of lojurcd Helots. The liberality of the Romans, 
and efpecially of Auguftus, had enfranchifed the 
maritime cities from the dominion of Sparta ; and 
the continuance of the fame benefit ennobled them 
with the title of Eleuthero^ or Free-Laconians '^ In 
the time of Conftantine Porphyrogenitus, they had 
acquired the name of Mainotes^ under which they 
difhonour the claim of liberty by the inhuman 
pillage of all that is Ihipwrecked on their rocky 
fhores. Their territory, barren of corn, but fruit- 

»* Strabom Geograph. 1. viii. p, 561. Paofanias, Grac. Dcfcriptio, J. iii. 
£. ai. p. a64j 165. Pliii. Hift. Natur. liv« cS. 

II ful 



Digitized by 



Google 



OP THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 107 

fill of olives, extended to the Cape of Malea : they chap, 

accepted a chief or prince from the Byzantine ,.0^^A^ 

pnetor, and a light tribute of four hundred pieces 

of gold was the badge of their immunity rather 

than of their dependence. The freemen of Laco- 

nia affumed the charader of Romans, and long 

adhered to the religion of the Greeks. By the 

zeal of the emperor Bafil, they were baptized in 

the feuh of Chrift : but the altars of Venus and 

Neptune had been crowned by thefe ruftic votaries 

five hundred years after they were profcribed in the 

Roman world. In the theme of Peloponefus '% cities mJ 

forty cities were dill numbered, and the declining Pciopone. 

ftate of Sparta, Argos, and Corinth, may be fuf- ^^^ 

pended in the tenth century, at an equal diflance, 

perhaps, between their antique fplendour and 

their prefent defolation. The duty of military fer- 

vice, either in perfon or by fubftitute, was impofed 

on the lands or benefices of the province : a funi 

of five pieces of gold was afleifed on each of the 

fubftantial tenants ; and the fame capitation wa$ 

fliared among feveral heads of inferior value. On 

the proclamation of an Italian war, the Pelopo- 

nefians excufed themfelves by a voluntary oblation 

of one hundred pounds of gold (four thoufand 

pounds flerling), and a thoufand horfes with their 

arms and trappings. The churches and monafte* 

ries furniihed their contingent ; a facrilegious pro* 

fit was extorted from the fale of ecclefiaftical ho- 

nours ; and the indigent bifhop of Leucadia '' was 

made 



17 Conftantin. de Adminiftrando Iinpfrio« l.ii.c. 509 51, 5s. 
x8 The rock of Leucate was the ibttthern promontory of his ifland and 
<ii9c«f(?. Had he been tlie cxclufive guardian of the Lover's teap, fo well 

knows 
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CHAP, made rcfponfible for a penfion of one hundre4 



LIIL 



pieces of gold '' 



Manwfac- gut ([^q wealth of the province, and the truft of 
ciaiiy of the revenue, were founded on the fair and plenti- 
• ful produce of trade and pianufadures ; and fome 

fymptoms of liberal policy may be traced in a law 
which exempts from all perfonal taxes the marj-^ 
jiers of Peloponefus, and the workmen in parch^ 
ment and purple. This denomination may be 
fairly applied or extended to the manufaflures o^ 
linen, woollen, and more efpecially of filk : the 
two former of which had flouriflied in Greece 
fince the days of Homer ; and the laft was intro* 
duced perhaps as early as the reign of Juftinian, 
Thefe arts, which were exercifed at Corinth, 
Thebes, and Argos, afforded food and occupation 
to a numerous people: the men, womeH, an4 
children, were diftribqted according to their age 
and ftrength ; and if many of thefe were domcftic 
ilaves, their mafters, who direfted the work and 
enjoyed the profit, were of a free and honouir 
able condition. The gifts which a rich and gene- 
rous matron of Peloponefus prefented to the em- 
peror Bafil, her adopted fon, were ^oubtlefs 
fabricated in the Grecian looms. Danielis beftowed 
a carpet of fine wool, of a pattern which imitated 
the fpots of a peacock's tail, of a magnitude 
to overfpread the floor of a new church, erefted 
i^ the triple name of Chrift, of Michael the arch- 

tnown to tl.c readers of Ovid (Epift Sappho) and the Speftator, he might 
have been the richeft prelate of the Greek church. 

>9 Leucatends mihi juravit cpifcopus, quotannls ecclefiam fuam debere 
Nlcephoro aureos centum perfolvere, fimiliter ct ceteras plus minufve focun- 
(turn vires fuas (Liutprand in Legat. p. 481^.). 

angel. 
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UngeH arid of the prophet Elijah. She gave fix c h a p. 
hundred pfecei of filk and linen, of various ufe ^"*' 
and denominatidn : the filk was painted with the 
Tyriah dre, and adorned .by the labours of the 
needle j and the linen was fo exquifitely fine, that 
an entire piece might be rolled in the hollow of a 
cane". In his defcription . of the Greek manu- 
faftures, jin htftorian of Sicily difcriminatcs their 
price, according to the weight and quality of the 
filk, the clofenefs of the texture, the beauty of the 
colours, and the tafte and materials of the em« 
broidery. A fingle, or even a double or treble 
thread was thought fufficient for ordinary fale; 
but tlie union of fix threads compofed a piece oi 
ftrbi^er and more coftly workmanfliip. Among 
the colour^, he celebrates, with aflfeaation of elo- 
quence, the fiery Maze of the fcarlet, and the 
fofter luftre of the green. The embroidery was 
raifed either in filk or gold : the more fimple or- 
nament of llripes or circles was furpaffed by the 
nicer imitation of flowers : the veftir.ents that were 
fabricated for the palace or the altar often glittered 
with precious fl.oneS}'and the figures were deli- 
neated in firings of Oriental pearls **. Till the 

twelfth 



*o Sec Conftantine (in Vit. Bafil. c. 74, 75, 76. p. 195. 197, in Script, 
poft Tbcoplianem), who allows himfelf 10 ufe many technical or barbarous 
words: barbarous, fays he, tti tuv 'JToXKcov UfMcOM, x«A.oy yap cr* rovTOig 
KOiyo\iK7Z»» Ducange labours on fome ; but he was not a weaver. 

a« The manufaftures of Palermo, as iliey are defcribed by Hugo Falcan- 
dus (Hill. Sicula in proem, in Muracori Script. Rerum ItaJicarum> torn. v. 
p. 256.), is a copy of thofe of Greece. Without tranfcribing his declama- 
tory fentences, which*! hivc foftened in the t€Xt, I fliall obferve, that in 
this paflagc, the Grange word exarenta/mata is very properly changed fcr 

exantbenuita 
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CHAP, twelfth century^ Greece alone, of all the ^onn« 
■uj^^_f tries of Chriftendom, was poflefled of the infed 
who Is taught by nature^ and of the workmen 
who are inftrudted by art, to prepare this elegant 
uxury. But the fecret had been ftolen by the 
dexterity and diligence of the Arabs : the caliphs 
of the £aft and Weil fcorned to borrow from the 
unbelievers their furniture and apparel ; and two 
cities of Spain, Almeria and Lifbon, were famous 
for the manufafture, the ufe^ and perhaps the 
mnfported exportation, of filk. It was firfl: introduced into 
coiuiy. Sicily by the Normans; and this emigration of 
trade diftinguifhes the viftory of Roger from the 
uniform and fruitlefs hoftilities of every age. After 
the fack of Corinth, Athens, and Thebes, his 
lieutenant embarked with a captive train of weav- 
ers and artificers of both fexes, a trophy glorious 
to their mafter, and difgraceful to the Greek 
emperor "• The king of Sicily was not infeniible 
of the value of the prefent ; and, in the reftitution 
of the prifoners, he excepted only the male and 
female manufafturers of Thebes and Corinth, who 
labour, fays the Byzantine hiftorian, under a bar- 

exantbcmata by Carlfius, the firft editor. Falcandus lived about the year 
H90. 

2^ Inde ad interiora Graciae progrefli, CorintliuTn, Thcbas, Athenas, an- 
tlqua nobilitate cclebres, expugnant ; et, maxinii ibidem ptxdi direpti, opU 
fices etlam, qui fericos pannos texerc foJent, ob ignominiam Imperacoris 
JUius fuique principis gloriam captivos deducunt. Quos Rogerios, in Pa- 
lermo Sicilis metropoii coUocans, artem tcxendi fuos cdocere prscepit j ct 
exhlfic prsdidia ars ilja, prius i Grxcis tantum inter Chrifiianos habits, 
Romanis patere CG&pit ingenils (Otho Frifingcn. de Geftib Fredcricirl. I. i. 
c. 33. in Muratori Script. Ital. torn. vi. p. 668.). This exception allows 
the bidiop to celebrate Liibon and Almeria in fericorum pannorum opi- 
ficio prxnobiiidiins (in.Cbron. apud Muraieri^ Anuali ciUtalia, torn. ix. 
p. 415.). 

baroua 
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barous lord) like the old Eretrians in the fervice c h a k, 

of Darius ^^ A (lately edifice, in the palace of ^_M-y\^ 
Palermo, was eredted for the ufe of this iDduftri- 
ous colony ** ; and the art was propagated by their 
children and difciples to fatisfy the incfeafing de« 
mand of the weftern world. The decay of the 
looms of Sicily may be afcribed to the troubles of 
the ifland, and the competition of the Italian cities. 
In the year thirteen hundred and fourteen, Lucca 
alone, among her fider republics, enjoyed the 
lucrative monopoly *'. A domeftic revolution dif* 
perfed the manufafturers of Florence, Bologna, 
Venice, Milan, and even the countries beyond 
the Alps ; and thirteen years after this event, the 
fiaiutes of Modena enjoin the planting of mulberry 
trees, and regulate the duties on raw filk *^ The 
northern climates are lefs propitious to the educa« 
tion of the filk-worm ; but the induftry of France 
and England ^^ is fupplied and enriched by the pro« 
dudions of Italy and China. 

2} Nlcctas in Manuel, 1. ii. c S. p. 65. He defcribes thefe Greeks as 
/killed Et/rrrpiv; o9eya$ Jf amty, as ^ra^ 9rpo0*a9Oc;i^oyTotf rm i^ccfuruy km 
;^pwjwr*rw» roXxv* 

>4 Hugo Falcandus ftylet them noblles ofiicinas. The Arabs had not 
introduced filk> though they had planted canes and made fugar in the pJain 
of raicrmo. 

»-t See the Life of Caflruccio Cadicani, not by Machiavel, but by his more 
authentic biographer Nicholas Tegrimi* Muratori, who has infertcd it in 
the xi^^ volume of his Scriptores, quotes this curious paiTage in his Italian 
AntiquJtiis (lom. i. diflert. xxv. p. 46— '48.). 

^ Frf»m the MS. ftaiutes, as thty are quoted by Muratort in his ItaUati 
Antiquities (torn. ii. differt. xxx p. 46— 48.). 

A? The broad filk manufacture was c(lahi;/hed in England in the year 
t6to (AndcrfoQ*s Chronological Dedu^ion, voL ii. p. 4 ) : but it is to the 
reyocation of the edidt of Nantes that we owe the Spitalfieids colony. 
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CHAP. I muft repeat the complaint that the rstgue atid 
<^^^v*I . fcaoty memorials of the times will not afford any 
Revrtiucof juft eftimate of the taxes, the revetiue, and the 
empire. fcfources of the Greek empire. From every pro-* 
vince of Europe and Afia the rivulets of gold and 
filver difcharged into the Imperial refervoir a copi^ 
OU8 and pereAnial ft ream. The feparation of the 
branches from the trunk increafed the relative 
magnitude of Conftantinople ; and the maxims of 
defpotifm contracted the ftaie to the capital, the 
capital to the palace, and the palace to the royal 
perfon. A Jewifti traveller, who vifited the Eaft 
in the twelfth century, is loft in his admiration of 
the Byzantine riches. " It is here," fays Benja- 
min of Tudela, " in the queen of cities, that the 
** tributes of the Greek empire are annually depo* 
" fited, and the lofty towers are filled With pre- 
** cioiis magazines of filk, purple, and gold. It 
*^ is faid, that Conftantinople pays each day to 
** her fovereign twenty thoufand pieces of gold } 
" which are levied on the fhops, taverns^ and 
*' markets, on the merchants of Perfia and Egypt^ 
'' of Ruffia and Hungary, of Italy and Spain, 
" who frequent the capital by fea and land *'.'* 
In all pecuniary matters, the authority of a Jew 
is doubtlefs rcfpeftable; but as the three hundred 
and fixty-five days would produce a yearly income 
exceeding feven millions fterling, I am tempted to 

»8 Voyage de Benjamin dc Tadelc, tdm. i. c. 5. p. ^^'•^^i. The Hebrew 
text has been tranflated into French by that marvellous child Baratier, who 
has added a volume of crude learning. Tlie errors and fidionsof the Jewilh 
rabbi, are not a (uf!i^icnt ground to deny the reality of his travels. 

retrench 
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retrench tt leaft the tumerous feflivals of the csh a p. 
Oreek olendan The mafs of treafure that was .^-.-w 
faved by Theodora and Bafil the fecond, will fug^ 
^eft a fptendid, though indefinite, idea of their 
{applies and refources. The mother o£ Michael, 
before fh^ retired to & clolfter, attempted to check 
or expofe the prodigality of her ungrateful fon^ 
by a free and faithful account of the wealth which 
be inherhed; one hundred and nine thoufand 
pounds of gold, and three hundred thoufand of 
filver, the fruits of her own ceconomy and chat of 
her deceafed hufband '^ The avarice of Ba(il is 
not lefs renowned than his valour and fortune : his 
vidiorious armies were paid and rewarded without 
breaking into the mafs of two hundred thoufand 
pounds of gold (about eight millions fterliiig), 
which he had buried in the fubterraneous vaults 
of the palace ^\ Such accumulation of treafure is 
rejected by the theory and praftice of modern 
pdlicy ; and we are more apt to compute the na- 
tional riches by the ufe and abufe of the public 
credit* Yet the maxims of antiquity are ftill em* 
braced by a monarch formidable to his enemies j 
by a republic refpedbble to her allies j and both 
have attained their refpeftive ends, of military 
power, and domeftic tranquillity* 

Whatever might be confumed for the prefent Pomp ana 
watits, or referved for the future ufe, of the ftate, thccmpe* 

rors. 

^9 Sec the contmuatorofTUcopbants (I. iv. p. lO70^ C.drenus (p. 544.)» 
and 2k>fiaais (torn. U. h xvi. p* isj-li 

io Zoiiaras (torn. ii. 1. xvU. p. 225.). inftead of pound«, ufeg the mo^ 
«laffic iqjrptlia^on o£ takntft» which, in a literal (cAfe and driGt coi^iputatiott, 
wouid mukipJy finty (M Uit Utafiv* of^afil. 

V0J-.X. I the 
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CHAP, the firfl: and moft facred demaad was for » the 
. v,.,„...y-L^ potnp and pleafare of the emperor; and his dif- 
cretion only could define the meafure of his pri- 
vate expcnce. The princes of Conftantinople 
were far removed from the fimplicicy of nature ; 
yet, with the revolving feafpns, they were led by 
tafte or fafhion to withdraw to a purer air, £roni 
the fmoke andx tumult of the capital* , They .en- 
joyed, or afFefted to enjoy, the ruftic feftival of 
the vintage : their leifure was an\uied by the ex- 
ercife of the chace and the calmer occupatioa oP 
fifliing^ and in the furamer heats, they were 
{haded from the fun, and refrelhed by the cooling 
breezes from the fea« The coafts and iiIao4^ ^i 
Afia and Europe were covered witji their, ipngni* 
ficent villas : but, inftead of the modeft art which 
fecretly ftrives to hide itfelf and to decora^ the 
fcenery of nature, the mfirble ftriifti^re of .thepr 
gardens ferved only to expofe the riches of tb* 
lord, and the labours of the architeft. The fuc- 
ceffive cafualties of inheritance and forfeiture had 
rendered the fovereign proprietor of many {lately 
houfes in the city and fuburbs, of which twelve 
were appropriated to the minifters of {late ; but 
The palace the great palace ^^ the centre of the Imperial 
t^i^pic!^'*' refidence, was fixed during eleven centuries to the 
fame pofition, between the hippodrome, the ca- 
thedral of St. Sophia, aiid the gardens, which 
' defcended by many a terrace to the fliores of the 

31 For a copious and minute dUcription of the Imperial palace, i^ the 
Conilantinop, Chriftiana (1. ii. c. 4. p. wy^jiy) of Ducan^e,. the Tille- 
mont of the middle ages. Never ha$ laborious Germany produced two ami- 
<^uaiiafis more laborious and accurate Ihan thef* two natives of livelf France. 

Frppoiids. 
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Propontis. The primitiTC tdifice of the firft Con- chap. 
fiantine was a copy or rival of ancient Rome ; the '_r-,A_f 
gradual improvements of his fucceflbrs afpired to > 
emulate the wonders of the old world ^\ and in 
the tenth century, the Byzantine palace excited 
the admiration, at leafl: of the Latins, by an un- 
queftionable pre-eminence of ftrength, fize, and 
magnificence ^^ But the toil and treafure of fo 
many ages had produced a vaft and irregular pile : 
each feparate building was marked with the cha* 
rafter of the times and of the founder; and the 
want of fpace might excufe the reigning moparch 
who demoliflied, perhaps with fecret fatisfadiion^ 
the works of his predeceffors. The cecononiy of 
the emperor Tbeophilus allowed a more free and 
ample fcope for his domeftic luxury and fplendoun 
A favourite ambaflador who had afl:oni(hed the 
Abbaffides themfelves by his pride and liberality^ 
prefented on his return the model of a palace^ 
which the caliph of Bagdad had recently conftrufled 
on the banks of the Tigris. The model was 
inftantly copied and furpaffed : the new buildings 
of Theophilus ^^ were accompanied with gardens^ 

, 3« The ByzaQtIne patace furpaflTes the Capjtol, the palace of Pergamus, 
the K^fioian wood (fcuSpov ftyotX/ieee.}, the temple of Adrian at Cyzlcus» ' 
the pyramidcy the Pharus, Ac, according to an epigram (Antholog. Gr^. 
1. iv. p. 4889489. Brodaei, apud Wechel) afcribed to JuUan> ex-prefe^ 
of Egypt* Seventy-one of liis epigrams, fome lively, are colle Aed in Brunck 
(Anale£t. Grsc. torn. ii. p. 49S<— 510.) ; but this is wanting. 

33 Conftantinopolitanum Palatium not) pulchritudine foium, venim etlam 
fbrtitudine, omnibus quaa unqoam videram municionibus praeAat- (Uuu 
prandy Hih. 1. v. c. 9. p. 463.). 

34 See the anonymous continuator of Theophanes (p. $9. 6f. 86.), whom 
I have fi>lloined in the neat and concife abftra6t of Le Beaa (Hilt, du Bas* 
EmjMrei torn. xjr. p.436, 438.]. 

1 2 and 
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CHAP, atul nvith five churches, on^ of which was coii« 
s,J;^JiL^ fpicuous for fize and beauty : it was crowned with 
three domes, the roof of gilt brafs repofed on 
columns of Italian marble, and the walls were in- 
crufted with marbles of various colours* In the 
face of the church, a femUcircular portico, of the 
figure and aame of the <jtTtxikftgmay was fupported 
by fifteen columns of Phrygian marble, and the 
fubterraneous vaults were of a fimibr conflru&ion* 
The fquare before the iigma was decorated with a 
fountain, and the margin of the bafbn war lined 
and encompaffed with plates of filver. In the be* 
ginning of each feafon, the bafon, inftead of 
water, was repleni(hed with (he moft exquifice 
fruits, which were abandoned to the populace for 
the entertainment of the prince. He enjoyed thi« 
tumultuous fpeftacle from a throne refplendent 
with gc^d and gems, which was raifed by a marble 
ftair-c4fe to the height of a lofty terrace. Below 
the thrcme were ftated the officers of his guards, 
the Hiagiftrates, t!ie chiefs of the faAi<Mis of the 
tiircus ; the inferior fteps were occupied by the 
people, and the place below was covered with 
troops of dancers, fingers, and pantomimes. The 
fquare was furrounded by the hall of juftice, the 
arfenal, and the various offices of bufinefs and) 
pleafure ; and the furpU chamber was named from 
the annual diftribution of robes of fcarlet and 
purple by the hand of the emprefs herfelf. The 
long feries of the apartments was adapted to the 
feafons, and decorated with marble and porphyry, 
with painting, fculpture, and mofaics, with a 
profufion of gold, filver, and precious ficmes. 

His 
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His fanciful magnificence employed the ikill and chap. 
patience of fuch artifts ae the times could afford : -^m-,-^ 
but the tafte of Athens would have delfiifed their 
frivolous and coftly bbpiirs ; a golden tree, with 
its leaves and branches, which flickered a multii 
tude of birds, warbling their artificial mxleSi 
and two lipns of maify gold^ tn4 oj^ (h^ 
natural iize^ who looked and ro&ped Jilke 'theii 
brethren of the foreft. The fucceffofa ?of Tbt^ 
ophilus, of the Baiiliiaa and Comneaiail dynaflie6l# 
were hot lefs isimbitious of leaving fome memorial 
of their reiidence ; and the portion of the palaci} 
molt fpliincfid and auguft, was dignified with th^ 
title of the golden triclinium^\ With becoming Fumimre 
modefty, the rich* and noble Greeks afpired to ancc!"^".' 
imitate their fovereign, and when they pafled 
through the ftreets on horfeback, in their robes 
of fiik and embroidery, they were mlftaken by 
the children for kings ^^ A matron of Pelopo- 
ncfus^V who had cherilhed the infant fortunes 
of Bafil the Macedonian, was excited by tender- 
nefs or vanity to vifit the greatnefs of her adopted 
foft. iti a journey of five hundred miles fron> 
Patras to Coiiftantinoplc, her age or indolence 

35 In avjrco triclinio ^uc pr;ElUntior eft pars potentlffimus (the ufurf^r 
RcmanusJ deg^ns cetera* partes (fi^'tisj diitnbuciat (Lmtpnmd. HKl. 1. v. 
c^«^ p. 469.). For thii lix fignjft;ation of Trlpliniinn ^;?d»ficium tria vcl 
phira KX*vt» fcilicct nye compledttns), fee Ducangc (Gloff. Grjpc. et Ob- 
servations fur Joinvjile, p. 140.) and Rtiike (ad Conftantinum dc Cere- 
moniis, p. 7.). 

36 In equis vefti (fays Benj.im'n of Tudeia) regum filUs videntur pcr- 
fimiles. I prefer the Latin verfion of Conftaiuine i'Empercur (p. 46.)* to 
the French of Baratier (torn. i. p. 490' 

37 See the account of her journey, riiunificence, and tcftamenr, in tht 
J-ifc of Bafil, by his grftndfon Cfonitantine (c. 74, 75, 76. p. 19S— ^97-)' 

1 3 declined 
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CHAP, declined the fatigue of an horfe or carriage : the 
w^^^^ foft litter or bed of Danielis was tranfported on 
the fhoulders of ten robuft flaves; and a$ they 
were relieved at eafy diftances, a band of three 
hundred was fele6ted for the performance of this 
(ervtce. She was entertained in the Byzantine 
palace with filial reverence, and the honours of a 
queen ; and whatever might be the origin of her 
wealthy her gifts were not unworthy of the regal 
dignity^ I have already defcribed the * fine and 
curious manufa£tures of Peloponefus, of finen^ 
filk, and woollen ; but the mofl acceptable of her 
prefents confifted in three hundred beautiful 
youths, of whom one hundred were eunuchs '' 5 
** for fhe was not ignorant," fays the hiftoriao^ 
*^ that the air of the palace is more congenial to 
*• fuch infefts, than a (hepherd's dairy to the flies 
" of the fummer/* During her lifetime, fhe be. 
flowed the greater part of her eftates in Pelopo- 
nefus, and her teftament inftituted Leo the foa 
of Bafil her univerfal heir. After the payment 
of the legacies, fourfcore villas or farms were, 
added to the imperial domain ; and three thoufaod 
flaves of Danielis were enfranchifed by their new 
lord,^and tranfplanted as a colony to the Italia^ 
cpaft. From this example of a private matron, 
we may eftimate the wealth and magnificence of 

38 Carfgnutium {^fft^^ifM^tiy Ducan^y GloflT.) Greet vocant, amputatis 
virilibus ec virgd, puerum eunuchnm quos Verdunenfcs mercatores ob im- 
menfum lucrum facere foient ec in Hifpaniam ducere (LiuCprand, 1. vu 
c 3. p. 470.)— The laft alK>mination of the abominable flare, trade ! Yet 
1 am furprifed to find in the x*^ cemury, fuch a^vc fpeculationt of com- 
merce in Lorraine. 
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the emperors. Yqt our enjoyments are confined ^ "tii; ^* 
by a narrow circle; and, whatfoever may be its '--' j *-**^/ 
value, the luxury of life is pofleffed with more iij- 
noceace and fafety by the mailer of bis *own» 
than by thq fteward, of tbe.public, fortune. 

In an aWblute government, which levels the Hononn 
diftin^ions of nobl^ apd plei:>eian birth, the thcimp^c^ui 
fo^^r^ign is, the. fole fountain of hon.9uri and the ^""**'* . 
raj^, l^otl) ii^ the palace and the empire, depends 
pa ;tt^^ titles .and, offices which are b^flowed and, 
l^efm^ed by his arbitrary wilL Above a thoufand 
yrq^rsji fr9^ , Vefpafian,, to Alexius Comnenus% 
t|i(3 C<iyiir wgs, the fecond perfon, or at lead the 
lecond . degree, aft^r the fupreme title of Augujius 
wa^ m^P freely communicated to the fons and 
brpt}a^rsi 0/ th^. reignirjg .monarch. To elud^ 
vrii(hout violatii^g his promife to a powerful aHbci? 
ate, the huiband of his. ii(ter ; and, without giv- 
ing bimfelf an e<}ual, to re ward. the. piety, of hi$ 
brother JfaaCi the crafty. Alexius interpofed a nevr 
and -fupereminent dignity. The happy, flexibility 
of the Gredc tongue allowed him to compound 
tile' names of Auguflus and emperor (Sebaftos and 
Autocrator), and the union produced the fonorous 
title of Sebq/iocrator. He was exalted above the 
C^e&r on the firft ftep of the throne : the public 
acclamations repeated bis name ; and he was only 

.39 SeetlieAlcxiad(Liii. ^.^%f 79.) o^ Atma Comoens, whoj except 
\^ UiiX piety, may be compared to MadeitioUellc de Momtpenfier. In her 
awfol reveitnce for titles and forms, (he ftyles her father ETir>}/AovJt^;iciKf 
the inventor of this royal art, the nxf^ t«X»!^* and «^*rfl/*»i Mr*r»J/Aw». 

^ 1 4 diftinguifhed 
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c H A P- diftinguilhcd from the fovercign by feme peculiar 
Z ^X ^ Ornaments of the head and feet. The emperor 
^one could affumc the purple or red bufldns, and 
the clofe diadem or tiara, which imitated the 
faihion of the Perfian kings *^ It was an h^h 
j^/ pyramidal cap of cloth or filk, almcA concealed 

by a profofion of pearls and jewels: the crown 
was formed by aa horizontal circle and two arches 
0f gold ; at the fummit, the point of their tnter- 
ieftion, was placed a globe or crofs, and two 
firings or lappets of pearl depended on either 
cheek. Inftead of red, t})e buikins of the Bcr 
baftoctator and Caefar were green ; and on theh 
open coronets or crowns, the precious gems were 
more fparingly diftributed. Befide and below 
the Caefar, the fancy of Alexius creited the Pan^ 
hyperfehqftos and the Protofebajiosy whofe found 
and lignification will fatisfy a Grecian ear. They 
imply a fuperiority and a priority above the fimple 
liame of Apguftus ; and this facred and primitive 
l^le of the Ronum prince was degraded to the 
kiafniieQ and fervants of the Byzantiae courts 
The daughter of Alexius applauds, . with fond 
compl/acency, this artful gradation of hopes and 
honours ; but the fcience of words is acceffible to 
the meanefl capacity; and this vain di&bnary 
was eafily enriched by the pride of his fucceflbrs. 

40 £ti/<|i*«, ri^vof, ^w^yux'^ fee Reiflte, ad Ceremonnle, p. 14, 15. 
Pueange has given a learned difltrtatioii 6n tbe cravens of Conftantinoplc, 
* Home, France, &c. (fur }«inyille, xxv. p. 189 — 305.): but of his thirty- 
ibor models^ none cxadlly tally with Anne*s defcnption. 

To 
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To thdr fiiTouritc fon» ot brothers, they imparted chap.. 
the more lofty appellation of Lord or Dc^i ^J!^"?^ 
which was itluftrated with new ornaments and 
prerogatives, and 'placed immediately after* the 
perfon of the emperor himfelf. The five titles of 
1. Defpot; 2. Sebq/ldcrattir ; 3. Cafar; 4. Pan^ 
hyperfebajior ; atid, 5. Proiofebajioi ; were ufuaily 
confined to the prihccs bf his Mood: they were 
the emanations of his majefty, but as they excr* 
tifed ho regtilar fuh^ioris, their extllence was ufe^ 
tefs, and thcSf aiithority^precarious. 

Bin in every- teonarchy the fubftantial powers offices of 
df government muft be' divided and exercifed by the Sate^/' 
the mhiifters of' the palace and treafury, the fleet ^^^ 
and army; The titles alone osm di£fer; and in 
the revolution of ages, the counts and prasfcfts^ 
the praetor and quasftor, infenflbly defcended, 
while their fervants fofe above their heads to the 
firft konour^ of the Itate; i. In a monarchy; 
which refers every objeft to the perfon of the 
prince, the care and 'cereiribme^ of the palace 
form the mcft refpeftable department. HhtCu^ 
ropalata^j fo illttftrtous in the age of Juftinian, 
was fupplanted by the Proiovejiiare^ whofe pri- 
mitive funditons were limited to the cuftody oi 
the wardrobe. From thence his jurifdiftion wa» 

41 Pars exftans curis, folo diademate difpar 
Ordine pro rerum vocitatus Cura-PaUti-^ 
fays the African Corippus (deLaudibut Jullmi, I. i. 136.}; and In the fame 
century (the vi*''), Caffiodorius reprefenw him, who, vicga aur«^ decoratu«* 
inter numerola obfequia primus ante pedes re^$ incederet (Variar. vii. ^\m 
But this great oiftcer, «yw»7y<vrp?> excrcifing no fundlion, w» ^1 4fSe/x»a*, 
was caft down by the modern Greeks to the xv''* rank (Codin. c. 5. p. 65.), 

extended 
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Mtanded over the numerous miemals of pomp an4^ 
laxury ; and he prefided with bis filrer wand at 
the public and private audience, a. In th^ ancient 
fyftcm of Conftantine, the name of Logotbet^^ or 
accountant, was applied to the receivers, of the 
finances : the principal officers were diflinguiihed 
as the Logothe^es of the ^om^in^ of the pofts, the 
army, the private and public tres^fure; and the 
graa Logotb^ey the fupreme guardian of the laws 
and revenues, is compared with the cbai^cellor of 
the Latin monarchies **. His difcerning eye per^ 
vaded the civil adminiftration ; and he yras ailifted, 
in due fubordination, by the eparch .or pra^ 
fe£t of the city, the firft fecretary, aqd the keepers 
of the privy feal, the archives, and the red. or 
purple ink which was referved for the facr^d %t 
pature of the emperor alone *V The iptrodufl;or 
and interpreter of foreign ambafladora were th^ 
great Cbjaufs^ and the Dragoman ^'^^ two name^ 

4« Ifif etat. (in Manuel* L rXw <• i.) defines bim fo^ i MriFvf ^mn Kay- 
xikot^MOiy i^( J* EX^nvK wcom AayoQtrm^ Yet the epithet of fJ^rycci was ad* 
ded by the elder Andronicus (Ducangc, torn. U p. 827, St3.}* 

49 From Lf o I. ( A. D. 470.) the Jbppniai ink, which is ftiU viffble Ofi (bme 
•riginal »&§, was a ipixture of vermiUion and cinnabar, or purple. The. 
cmperor*s guardians, who (hared in this preivgacive, always filarkcd in 
freen ink the indidion, and the monfb. 'Stt the Di^ioo^ire Dipbmatiqqc 
(toni. i* p. 5x1—51309 ^ valuable abridgoifnt. 

44 The fultan fent a Xioyj to Alexius (Anna Comnena, 1. vi. p. lyp, 
Ducange ad loc.)$ andPachymcr often Cpcaks of the f*Eyaj t^cwj (J. vii. 
c. I. 1. xii. c. 30. I. xiii. c. 2a.). The Chiaoufh baflia is' now at the hea^ 
of 700 officers (Rycaui*s Ottoman Empire, p. 349. odavo edition). 

45 Tagerman is ihc Arabic name of an inttrprettr (d'f4erbelot, p. 854, S55.) 
flrpwToj Twv sjjjuEvst/ftrv a? xoivwf OTo/jL!»ftfj7J Jpotyofxav V? . faysCodlnus (c. r. 
NO 70. p. 67.). See ViUehardouin (N«> 96), Bufbequios (Epift. ir. 
p. 338.). and Ducange (Obfcrvations fur Vilkliardouin, and Gloff. Gra^c. ct 
Latin.). 
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of Turkifli origiri, and which are ftill faniiiiar to ^ "i^ *** 
the fpbUme Porte, v From the humble ftyle and 
fervke of guards^ the Dome/iia infenfibly rofe to 
f he ftation of generals ; the military tihemes of the 
Eaft and Weft, the legions of Europe and Afia, 
were ofteu dlYided, till the great Dome/lie \^zs 
finally inveft<?d with the univerlal and abfolute 
command of the land forces. The Protejiratur^ 
in his original fyndUons^ was the afliftant of the 
^inperpr when he mounted on horfeback; he gra* 
dually became the lieutenant of the great Domeftic 
in the field J and his jurifdiftion extended over 
the ftaWeSji the cjtvalry^ and the royal train of 
bunting and hawking. The Strat^darch was the 
great judge of the^camp ; the Prcitofp^hajhre com^ 
xnanded the guards 3^ the Co?t/labk^\ the grtai 
JEieriarchy and the Acoljtbj were the feparate 
chiefs of the Franks, the Barbarians, and the Va« 
rangi, or Engliih, the mercenary Grangers, who, 
Ui the decay of the national fpirit^ formed the 
^lerve :9/'the Byzantine armies. 4, The naval 
powers were under the cpmmand of the great 
puke; in his abfence they obeyed the great Druru* 
gajre of the ^eet; and, in bis place, the Mmir^ or 
qdmiraly a name of Saracen extraftion *^, but which 
has been naturalized in all the modern^Ianguages 
pf ]purope. Of thefe officers, and of many more 
V^hom it wo^'d be ufelefs to enumerate, the civil 

^ Ko»r«vXo», or xovroravX©,-, a corruption from the Latin Comes Aa» 
bull, or the French Ccnngcable. In a military fenfe, it was ufed by tht 
Greeks in the xi** century, at Icaft a$ early as in France. 

47 It was direftly borrowed fiom the Normans. In the xii** century, 
Glanuone reckons the admiral of Sicily aroonj^ the great officers. 

and 
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and military hierarchy was framed. Their honours 
and emoluments, their drefs and titles, their ma* 
tual faUitations and refpedive pre^enunenoe, were 
balanced with more exquiflte labour, than would 
Ij^ave fixed tfie conftitution of a free people ; and 
|he code was almoft petfeft wheft this bafelefs fa- 
bric, tbte monument of pride aild fervitude, was 
for ever buriefd in the ruins of the empire ^. 
Adoration The moft lofty titles^ and the moft humble 
peror. poftures, which devotion has applied to the Su- 
preme Bdng, have been proftkuted- by 'flattery 
and fear to creatures of the fimie liature with our- 
feives. ^I'he ta&de of'adoKOfion*^, of falling pro- 
ftrate on the ground, and kiffing the feet of the 
emperor^ vM^ borrowed< by Diocletian from Per- 
fian fervitude ; but it was continued and aggra- 
vated till the laft' age of the Greek monarchy. 
Excepting only on Sundays, when it was waved, 
from a motive of religious pride, this humiliating 
reverence was exaded from all who entered the 
royal prefence, from the princes invefted with the 
diadem and purple, and from the ambafladors 
wha reprefented thdr independent fovcrelgns, thff 
caliphs of Afia, Egypt, or- Spain, the kings of 
France and Italy, and the Latin emperors of an- 
dcat Rome. In his tranfaftions of bufmefs, Liut- 

4^ This iketch of honours and offices is drawn from Georffe Codkius Cu« 
rdpalata, who ibrvlved the taking of Conftantinoplc by the Turks : his eJa- 
foprace though trifling work (de Officiis Ecclefiae et Aul« C. P.) has been 
iUuftrated by the notes of Coar, and the tliree hooks of Gretier, a learned 
fefuiL 

49 Tlie refpefiful falutation of carrying the hand to the mouth, ad os, is 
the root of the Latin word, aJoro ado are. See our learned Srlden (vol. iii. 
^ 143—145. 942. )> »n ^^^ Titles cf Honour, it feems, from the i«' books 
of Herodotus, to be of Perfhtn origin. 
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prand, biftop of Cremona *% aflbrted the free fpU chap. 

tit of a Frank and the dignity of his matter Otho. v,-^.^ 

Yet his fincerity cannot difguife the abafement of Rfccption 

his firft audience/ When he approached the ^ors. 

throne, the birds of the golden tree began f 

warble their notes, which were accompanied by 

the roarings of the two lions of gold. With bis 

two companions, Liutprand was compelled to bow 

and to fall proftrate ; and thrice he touched the 

ground with his forehead. He arofe, but in the 

ffaort interval, the throne had been hoi.fted by an 

engine from the floor to the cieling, the Imperial 

figure appeared in new and more gorgeous ap* 

parel, and the interview was concluded in haughty 

andmajeftic filence. In this honefl: and cudous 

narrative, the bifhop of Cremona reprefents the 

ceremonies of the Byzantine court, which arc ftiU 

praftifed in the fublime Porte, and which were 

preferved in th^ laft age by the dukes of Mufcovy 

or Ruffia. After a long journey by the fea and 

land, from Venice to Conftantinople, the amba^ 

dor halted at the golden gate, till he was cqja^ 

duded by the formal officers to the hofpitable pa^ 

lace prepared for his reception j but . this palace 

was a prifon, and his jealous keepers prohibited 

all fecial intercourfe either with ftrangers or na^ 

tives. At his firft audience, he offered the gifta 

of his mafter, flaves, and golden vafes, and cofWy 

armour. The oftentatious payment of the officers 

and troops difplayed before his eyes the riches of 

90 The two embaffies of Liutprand to Conftantinople, all that he faw or 
fuffered in the Gt'eek capital, are pleafantly defcribcd by himfclf (Hift. JL ?i. 
c. x-M4< p* 469—47I* LtpktLo ad Nicephorum Phocam> p. 479'^489.). • 
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c H A ?i the empire : he was entertained at a royal ban* 
^_^ y"'_r quet**, in which the ambaffadors of the nations 
were marflialled by the efteem or contempt of the 
Greeks : from his own table, the emperor, as the 
moft fignal favour, fent the plates which he had 
tafted; and his favourites were difmiffed wfth a 
. robe of honour **. In the morning and evening 
of each day, his civil and military fervants at- 
tended their duty in the palace j their labour was 
repaid by the fight, perhaps by the fmile, of their 
lord ; his commands were fignified by a nod or a 
fign : but all earthly greatnefs Jiood filent and fub- 
Proceffioot miiTive in his prefence. In his regular or extra* 
ordinary proceilions through the capital, he un* 
veiled his perfon to the public view : the rites of 
policy were connefled with thofe of religion, and 
his vifits to the principal churches were regulated 
by the feftivals of the Greek calendar. On the 
eve of thefe proceffions, the gracious or devout 
intention of' the monarch^ was proclaimed by the 
beralds» The ftreets were cleared and purified; 
Ibe pavement was ftrewed with flowers ; the moft 
precious furniture, the gold and filver plate, and 
filken hangings, were difplayed from the windows 
ind balconies, and ^ fevere difcipline reftrained 
and filenced the tumult of the populace* The 

m Among the amufeinents of the feaA» a boy balanced, on his forehead, a 
pike, or pole, twenty-four feet long, with a crofs bar of two cubits a little 
below the top. Two boys, naked, though cindlured (campefirati) together^ 
and iingly, climbed, Aood, played, dercended,^ec. iu me ftupidum rediditr 
mnim mirabilius nefcio (p. 470.). At anotlier repaft an homily of Chry. 
foAom pn the Ads of the Apoftles was read elata voce npn Latine (p 483.)* 

5* Gala is not rmprobably derived from Cala, or Caloat, in Arabic, a robe 
of honour (Rei(kc, Noti in Ceremon. p. 84.). 
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inarch was opened by the military officers at the chap." 
head of their troops; they were followed in long ' 

order by the magiftratcs and minifters of th^ civil 
government: the perfon of the emperor wat 
guarded by his eunuchs and domeftics, and at the 
church-door he was folemnly received by the pa^ 
trlarch and his clergy. The talk of applaufe wai 
not abandpned to the rude and fpontaneous voiced 
of the crowd. The moft convenient ftations were 
occupied by the bands of the blue and green fac* 
tions of the circus ; and their furious confiids^ 
which had (haken the capital , were infenfibly funk 
to an emulation of fervitude. From either fide 
they echoed in re^onfwe melody the praifes of the 
emperor; their poets and muficians dire6led tht 
-choir, and long life*' and viftory were the bur- 
den of every fong. The fame acclamations were 
perfcffmed at the audience, the banquet, and the 
<Jiurcb ;r and- as an evidence of boundlefs fvi^y, 
they, arer^e i^epeated in the Latin *% Gothic, Per- 
£an^ FxenciH and even Engliih language '% by the 
maercenaries who fuftalned the real or fifthioui 
character of thofe nations. By the pen of Con- 
ftantine Porphyrogenitus^ this fcience of form and 
' flattery has been reduced into a pompous and tri« 

53 TlcXvxC^yi^siy is exp'ained by iv^n^^w (Codin. c j, Ducange, Ghff. 
Craec. torn. i. p. ii99.)« 

AofAMi H/xTTf^xTOfS? tiv i^Xroi ayvo? (CereoiOD. c 75. p* 215.). The wafti 
ofthe Latin V, obliged the Greeks to employ their fi ; nor do they regard 
x]U3titity. Till he recollected the true language, thcfe ftrange fentences 
might puzzle a profeflbf. 

X^oyj^yo-j (Codin. p. 90.). I wifti he liad prefcrv^d tilC[ W9rd$, faowcwpr 
corrupt^ of their Engliih acclamation* 
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CHAP. Aing volame '% which the ?aoUy of fucceeding 
v--v^«^>^> times might enrich with an ample fuppleoientv ^^t 
the calmer refleftion of a prince would furely fug* 
geft, that the fame acclamations were applied to 
every character and every reign : and if he l^ad 
xifen from a private rank, he might remember^ 
that his own voice had been the loaded and mod 
eager in applauf^ at the very moment when he 
envied the fortune, or confpired againft the life, of 
his predeceffor "• 
Marriate of The prluccs of the North, <tf the nations, (ays 
withf^d^ £k>nftantine, without faith or fame, were amlH- 
tious of mingling their blood with the blood of 
the Gaefiirs, by their marriage with a royal virgin, 
or by the nuptials of their daughters with a Rxii* 
man prince '^ The aged monarch, in his in- 
itrufUons to his fon, reveals the fecret masin^ of 
policy and pride; and fuggefts the moil decent 
rei^ons for refufmg thefe iniblent and unrealbi^ 
^ble demands. Every animal, lays the difcreet em« 
peror, is prompted by nature to leek a mace 
^rnong the animals of his own fpecies; and the 
human fpecies is divided imo various tribes, by 

5^ For all thefe ceremonies, fee the profefled work «f Conftantiiie Par** 
phyrogcnitus, with the notes, or ratlier diflTertations, of his German editors, 
Leich and Reifke. For the rank of xheftanding courtiers, p. So. iiot. 23. 63t«; 
lor the adoration, except on Sundays, p. 95. 240. not. 131.$ the proceflions, 
p. i, «fc. not. p. 3. &c. ; the acclamations, paflim, not. 25, ice. 5 the fac» 
tions and Hippodrome, p. 177— »i4. not. 9. 93, &C.5 the Gothic games, 
p. 2ft t* not. itr. } vintage, p. 217. not. 109.; much more information ia 
Mattered over the work. 

17 £t privatoOthoni ct nuper eadem dicentl oota adulatio (Tacit. Hift, u 

ss.)- 

*• The itiii«>» chapter, de Admintilratlone Impertii may be expiained and 
rtOifted by the FamilUe By2antin« of Ducange* 
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the diftindion of language, religion, and manfters. 
A juft regard to the parity of defcent pteferves the 
harmony of public and private life ; but the mix& 
ture of foreign blood is the fruitftil foufce of di& 
order and difcord. Such had ever been the opiliion 
and pradice of the fage Romans: theit jurif- 
prudence profcribed the marriage of a citizen and 
a ftranger : in the days of freedom and virtue, k 
fenator would have fcorned to match his daughter 
with a king : the glory of Mark Antony was ful- 
lied by an Egyptian wife '• ; and the emperor 11^ 
tus was compelled, by popular cenfure, to difmifs 
with reluftance the reluftant Berenice ^» This 
perpetual interdiA was ratified by the fsibulous 
&n&ionof the great Conftantine. The ambaiTa* 
dors of the nations, more efpecially of the unbe<* 
Keving nations, were folemnly admonifhed, that 
fuch ftrange alliances had been condemned by the 
founder of the church and city. The irrevocable im»tttMf 
law was infcribed on the altar of St. Sophia; and 
the impious prince who fhould ftain the majefty of 
the purple was excluded from the civil and eccle* 
fiaftical communion of the Romans. If the am- 
bafladors were inftruftcd by any felfe brethren in 
the Byzantine hiftory, they might produce three 

59 Sequiturque nefas ^gyptia conjunx (VlilKily JEn^d viii.6S8.)* Vet 
this Egyptian wife was the daoghter of a long line of kings* Qui4 te mu- 
tavit (fays Antony in a private letter to Auguftus) ao quod rfginam ineo f 
Uxor nriea eft (Sueton. in Augail. c 69.). Yc|l much queilion (for 1 can- 
not ftay to enquire), whether the triumvir ever dared to celebrate bis maiw 
riage eithtr with Roman or Egyptian rites* 

60 Berentcem invitus mvitam dimifit (Suetonius in Tito, c. 7.). Have 
I obferved elfewhere, that this J^wiih beauty was at this time above fift^ 
ytats of age ? The judicious Racine has moft difcreetly fupprefled bqtj) her 
age and her country* 

Vol. X. K memorable 
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C4I A p. memorable eicamples of the violation of this imagL 



nary law : the marriage of Leo, or rather of his 
father Conftantine the fourth, with the daughter 
of the king of the Chozars, the nuptials of the 
grand-daughter of Romanus with a Bulgarian 
prince, and the union of Bertha of France or Italy 
with young Romanus, the fon of Conftantine Por- 
phyrogenitus himfelf. To thefe objeftions, three 
anfwers were prepared, which folved the difficulty 
Thcfirft atid eftablilhed the law. L The deed and the 
A.^D.'733. guilt of Conftantine Copronymus were acknow- 
ledged. The Ifaurian heretic, who fullied the 
baptifmal font, and declared war againft the holy 
images, had indeed embraced a Barbarian wife. 
By this impious alliance, he accompli(hed the 
meafure of his ciimes, and was devoted to the juft 
Thcfccond, cenfure of the church and of poftcrity. IL Ro- 
' '^^ ' manus could not be alleged as a legitimate empe- 
ror; he was a plebeian ufurper, ignorant of the 
laws, and regardlefs of the honour, of the mo- 
narchy. His fon Chriftopher, the father of the 
bride, was the third in rank in the college of 
princes, at once the fubjed and the accomplice of 
a rebellious parent. The Bulgarians were fmcere 
and devout Chriftians ; and the fafety of the empire, 
with the redemption of many thoufand captives, 
depended on this prepofterous alliance. Yet no 
confideration could difpenfe from the law of Con- 
ftantine; the clergy, the fenate, and the people, 
difapproved the condud of Romanus ; and he was 
reproached^ both in his life and death, as the au- 
The third, thor of the public difgrace. lU. For the marriage 
A- D. 943* of his own Ion with the daughter of Hugo king of 
Italy, a more honourable defence is contrived by 

the 
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the wife Porphyrogenitus. Conftantine, the great c h a p*„ 



and holy, efteemed the fidelity and valour of the wpi^w-w 
Franks*'; and his prophetic fpirit beheld the 
viiion of their future greatnefs. They alone were 
excepted from the general prohibition: Hugo 
king of France was the lineal defcendant of Char-^ 
lemagne*^} and his daughter Bertha inherited the 
prerogatives of her family and nation. The voice 
of truth and malice infenfibly betrayed the fraud 
or error of the Imperial court. The patrimonial 
eftate of Hugo was reduced from the monarchy of 
France to the fimple county of Aries ; though it 
was not denied, that, in the confufion of the 
times, he had ufurped the fovereignty of Pro- 
vence, and invaded the kingdom of Italy. His 
father was a private noble : and if Bertha derived 
her female defcent from the Carlovingian line, 
every ftep was polluted with illegitimacy or vice* 
The grandmother of Hugo was the famous VaU 
drada, the concubine, rather than the wife, of the 
fecond Lothair ; whofe adultery, divorce, and fe« 
cond nuptials, had provoked againft him the thun* 
ders of the Vatican. His mother, as (he was ftyled^ 
the great Bertha, was fucceffively the wife of the 
count of Aries and of the marquis of Tufcany : 
France and Italy were fcandlalized by her gal-i 

6t Conftantine was made to praife }hewyt9u»^9tp^um of th« 
FrankSy with whom he claimed a private and public alli|Uice. The French 
writers (Ifaac Cafaubon in Dedicat. Polybii) are hi|hly delighted with thefc 
compliments. 

6x Conftanthie Porpbyiogenitus (de Adminiilrat. Imp* c. a6.) ezhibftt 
a pedigree and Ufe of the illttftrious king Hugo (iri^XnrAf ^nyof Ouywuf). 
A more corred idea muy be formed from the Cricicirm of Pagi» the Annals 
of Muratori, and the Abridgen^pt of St. Marc, A. D. $ts^H^- 

K 2 Iwtries; 
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CHAP. lantries ; and, till the age of threefcore, her 
x,^^^^^^ lovers, erf every degree, were the zealous fervants 
of her: ambition. The example of maternal in- 
continence was copied by the king of Italy ; and 
the threq favourite concubines of Hugo were deco- 
rated with the claiBc names of Venus, Juno, and 
Semele**. The daughter of Venus was granted 
to the folicitations of the Byzantine court: her 
name of Bertha was changed to that of Eudoxia ; 
and (be was wedded, or rather betrothed, to young 
Romanus, the future heir of the empire of the 
Eaft. The conftounation of this foreign alliance 
was fufpended by the tender age of the two par- 
ties ; and, at the end of five years, the union was 
diflblved by the death of the virgin fpoufe. The 
fecond wife of the emperor Romanus was a maiden 
of plebdan, but of Roman, birth ; and their two 
daughters, Thcophano and Anne, were given in 
otho ©f marriage to the princes of the earth. The eldeft 
a! 0^*97*. ^^ bcftowed, as the pledge of peace, on the eldeft 
fon of the great Otho, who had foliated this al- 
liance with arms and embaffies. It might legally 
be queftioned how far a Saxon was entitled to the 
privilege of the French nation : but every fcruple 
was filenced by the fame and piety of a hero 
who had reftored the empire of the Weft. After 
the death of her father-in-law and huft)and, Theo- 
phano governed Rome, Italy, and Germany, dur- 

^i Ailer the mentlonof the tbree goddeflesy Llutprand very natuniUy adds^ 
tt quonium Don rex folut iis abucebatury carum fiati ex inccrtis patnbut 
origioem ducunt (Hift. !• iv. c. 6 ) ; for the marriage of the younger Berths 
fee Hift. L V. c 5<}.ibr th^ Jncontinence of the elder, dulcis cxarcitio Hy- 
menaeijp L li. c. i f| $ Cor the virtues and vices of Hugo» 1, iii. c. 5. Vet it 
mud not be forgot that the bifhop of Crtitiona was a lover of fcandal* 
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ing the minority of her fon, the third Otho ; and ^ ^^^^ ^' 
the Latins have praifed the virtues of an emprefs, 
who facrificed to a fuperior duty the remembrance 
of her country ^. In the nuptials of her After 
Anne, every prejudice was loft, and every confider- 
ation of dignity was fup^ feded, by the ftronger 
argument of neceffity and fear. A Pagan of the woiodomtr 
northy Wolodomir, great prince of RufEa, afpired a: 0:988. 
to a daughter of the Roman purple ; and his claim 
was enforced by the threats of war, the promife of 
converfion, and the otkr of a powerful fuccour 
againft a domeftic rebeL A viftim of her rcKgion 
and country, the Grecian princefs was torn from 
the palace of her fathers, and condemned to a 
lavage reign and an hopelefs exile on the banks of 
the Boryfthenes, or in the neighbourhood of the 
Polar circle ••* Yet the marriage of Anne wai 
fortunate and fruitful : the daughter of her grand- 
fon Jeroflaus was recommended by her Imperial 
defcenc ; and the king of France, Henry I. fought 
a wife on the iaft borders of Europe and Chriftcn- 
dom "*. 

64 Lioec lib Iin{teratrix Gmca fibi ct afiis fuiflct fatk utUi» et optima, 
&c« is the preamble of an inimical writer^ apud Pagi, torn. iv« A* D« 9899 
No 3. Her marriagrand principal anions may be found in Muratori^ Pagi, 
and St. MaiCy under the proper years. 

65 CedreauS) torn. ii. p. 699. S^naras, tom«ii. p. ill. Elmacin^ Hid* 
SaracenJcay Liii. c. 6. Neftor apud Levefque, torn* ii. p. iii. Pagi> Crir 
tica. A* D. 9879 No 6. a fingular concourfe! Woiodomtr and Anne are 
ranked among the faints of the Ruffian churdi. Yet we know hi« vices, 
and are ignorant of her vinues* 

^ Henricus primus duxit uxorem Scythicam^ Ruflamy fiUam regb Jcrof* 
lai. An embalTy of bifliops was feot into RuifUy and the father gratanter 
filiam cum multis donis mifit. This event happened in the year 1051. See 
thp paffages of the original chronicles in Bou^uet*8 Hiftorians of France 
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134 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

In the Byzantine palace^ the emperor was the 
fir (I flave of the ceremonies which he impofed, of 
the rigid forms which regulated each word and 
gefture, befieged him in the palace, and violated 
the leifure of his rural folttude. But the lives and 
fortunes of millions hung on bis arbitrary will : 
and the firmeft miqds, fuperior to the allurements 
of pomp and luxury, may be feduced by the more 
active pleafure of commanding their equals. The 
legiflative and executive power were centered in 
the perfon of the monarch, and the laft remains of 
the authority of the fenate 'were finally eradicated 
by Leo the philofopher ^\ A lethargy of fervi- 
tude had benumbed the minds of the Greeks \ in 
the wildeft tumults of rebellion they never afpired 
to the idea of a free conftitution ; and the private 
chara&er of the prince was the only fource and 
meafUre of their public happinefs. Superftition 
rivetted their chains } in the church of St. Sophia, 
he was folemnly crowned by the patriarch ; at the 
foot of the altar, they pledged their paffive and 
unconditional obedience to his government and 
Coronation family. On his fide he engaged to abftain as 
much as poflible from the capital punifliments of 
death and mutilation ; his orthodox creed was 
fubfcribed with his own hand, and he promifed 
to obey the decrees of the feven fynods, and the 

(toin.xi. p. 29. 159* 161. 319. 3S4. 481. )• Voltaire might wonder at this 
alliance} but he (hould not have owned his ignorance of the country, reli- 
gion, &c. of Jeroilaus— a name fo confpicuous in the Ruffian annals* 

67 A conftitution of Leo the philofopher (Ixxviii.) ne fenatufque confulta 
amplius fi»nt, fpeaks the language of naked defpotifm, \\ u ro ixofctf^w 
xpaTo; TW ryruf avwereu hoixnariM, xou oxaipoy km fji/arctiw ro oc^^nrof ^i-iT^ 
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canons of the holy church *•. But the aflurance chap. 
of mercy was loofe and indefinite : he fwore, not v^^"^* 
to his people, but to an invifiblc judge, and 
except in the inexpiable guilt of herefy, the minif* 
ters of heaven were always prepared to preach the 
indefealible right, and to abfolve the venial tranf- 
greflions, of their fovereign. 1 he Greek ecclefi- 
aftics were themfelves the fubjeds of the civil ma* 
giftrate ; at the nod of a tyrant, the biihops were 
created, or transferred, or depofed, or punifhed 
with an ignominious death : whatever might be 
their wealth or influence, they could never fuc- 
ceed like the Latin clergy in the eftablifliment of 
an independent republic ; and the patriarch of 
Conflantinople condemned, what he fecretly en- 
vied, the temporal greatnefs of his Roman bro- 
ther. Yet the exercife of boundlefs defpotifm is 
happily checked by the laws of nature and necef- 
fity. In proportion to his wifdom and virtue, the 
mailer of an empire is confined to the path of his 
facred and laborious duty. In proportion to his 
vice and folly, he drops the fceptre too weighty 
for bis hands ; and the motions of the royal image 
are ruled by the imperceptible thread of fome mi- 
nifter or favourfte, who undertakes for his private 
intereft to exercife the talk of the public oppref- 
iion. In fome hi^l moment, the mod abfolute 
monarch may dread thie reafon or the caprice of a 
nation offlaves; and experience has proved, that 

M Codinus (de OfficiiSy c xvii. p iso, tii.) gives an idea of this oath 
fo ftrong to the church w*rof mu ynmoi iaXoi xcu vioj rm wytoi cxxXti- 
#MK9 fo weak to the peo|^ km cv^ix^^ ^oinf mu ompvrDpMO'/Mw neu 
•^oiM Ttfro»$ Korcb vo iuiarw* 
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c H A F. whatever is gained in the extent, is loft in the 

s.,^^.^ fafety and folidity, of regal power. 

«^(^Jthe Whatever titles a defpot may aflume, whatever 

Creeks»the claims he may aflfert, it is on the fword that he 
. niKiche'' mud ultimately depend to guard him againft 

fwnk^ his foreign and domeftic enemies. From the 
age of Charlemagne to that of the Crufades, the 
world (for I overlook the remote monarchy of 
China) was occupied aiid difputed by the three 
great empires or nations of the Greeks, the Sa«» 
racensy and the Jranks* Their military ftrength 
may be afcertained by a comparifon of their 
cours^e, their arts and riches, and their ohedience 
to a fupreme head, who might call into aflioii 
all the energies of the ftate. The Greeks, far 
inferior to-tkeir rivals in the firft, were fuperior 
to the Franks, and at lead equal to the Saracens, 
in the fecond and third of thefe warlike qualifi* 
cationst 

Kavy of the The Wealth of the Greeks enabled them to put* 
^^^** cteife the fervice .of the poorer nations, and to 
muntatn a naval power for the protection of their 
coafts and the annoyance of their enemies *^ A 
commerce of mutual benefit exchanged the gold 
of Conftantinople for the blood of the Sclavonians 
and Turks, the Bulgarians and Ruffians ; their 
valour contributed to the vidpries of Ntcephcuiis 

69 If we liften to the threats of Nicephorus, to the gmbaflador of Otbo, 
Nee eft m mari . domino tuo clailiutn nunierus. Navigantium fortitodo 
mihi foU ineft, qui eum cla^ibus j^ggrediar, bello maritimas ejus civitates 
riemoUar i et quas fluminibua funt vicina redigam in faviUam. (Liutprind 
in Legat. ad Nt^ephoninn FliocaiD, in Muratori Scriptores Rerum ItaUcaranw 
icm. »i. pars i. p* 4$iO- He obfervcs in another pUce^ qui caeterls prpAvK 
V^neuci f^ipt ei Aix^alphitanL 
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and Zimifces ; and if an hoftile people prefled too chap. 
clofely on the frontier, they were recalled to the 
defence of their country, and the defire of peace, 
by the well-managed attack of a more diftant 
tribe '^ The command of the Mediterranean, 
from the mouth of the Tanais to the columns of 
Hercules, was always chimed, and often pof* 
feflfed, by the fucc^rs of Conftantine. Their 
capital was filled with naval ftoras and dexterous 
artificers : the fituation of Greece and Afia, the 
long coafts, deep gulfs, and numerous iilands, 
accuftomed their fubjeds to the exercife of myu 
gjaxion ; and the trade of Venice and Analfi 
fupplied a nurfery of feamen to the Imperiid 
fleet ^\ Since the time of the Peloponefian and 
Punic wars, the fphere of adion had not been 
enlarged; and the fcience of naval archite£hire 
appears to haye declined. The art of conflruding 
thofe ftupendous machines which dtfplayed threes 
or fix, or ten, ranges of oars, rifing above, or 
falling behind, each othec, was unknown to the 
ihip-builders of Conftantinople, as well as to the 
mechanicians of modem days ^% The Drp^ 

70 Nee ipfa capiet com (the emperor Othp] in'^iud ortus eftpavper et pei- 
ii«ca Saxonia : pecunia qui pollemus omnes nationcs fuper eum invitabi« 
mus ; et quafi Keramicum confringeinus (Liutprand in Le^t. p. 4S7.). 
The two bookSy de adminiftrando Imperio^ perpetually inculcate the Tanif 
policy. 

7» The xix** chapter of the Taaict of Leo (Meurf. Opera, torn, vu 
pb Sa5— S4S,)» which is given more oorreA from a manufcript of Gudlus, 
by the laborious Fabricius (Btbliot. Gr«c torn. vi. p. 37a— 3791 }» relates to 
tfacAiwawrtfto or naval war* 

7^ Even of fifteen or fivtcen rows of oars, in the navy of Dcmetrhis Po* 
lioKetes. Thcfe were for real ufe : the forty rows of Ptolemy Philaddphur 
vrere applied to a floating palace« whofc tonnage, according to Dr. Arbuth* 
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CHAP, nwnes ^\ or light gallies of the Byzantine empire. 



UII 



were content with two tier of oars ; each tier was 
compofed of five and twenty benches ; and two 
rowers were feated on each bench, who plyed their 
oars on either fide of the veffel. To thefe we muft 
add the captain or centurion, who, in time of aftion, 
ftood ered with his armour-bearer on the poop, 
two (leerfmen at the helm, and two officers at the 
prow, the one to manage the anchor, the other 
to point and play againft the enemy the tube of 
liquid fire. The whole crew, as in the infancy 
of the art, performed the double fervice of ma- 
riners and foldiers ; they were provided with 
defenfive and offenfive arms, with bows and 
arrows, which they ufed from the upper deck, 
with long pikes, which they puflied through the 
port-holes of the lower tier. Sometimes indeed 
the fhips of war were of a larger and mbre folid 
cpnftrudion; and the labours of combat and 
navigation were more regularly divided between 
feventy foldiers and two hundred and thirty 
mariners. But for the moft part they were of the 
light and manageable fize^ and as the cape of 
Malea in Peloponefus was (till clothed with its 
ancient terrors, an Imperial fleet was tranfported 
five miles over land acrofs the Iflhmus of Co* 



not (Tablet of ancient Coins, &c. p. 231— 236.), is compared as 4} to one, 
with an £ngU(h loo-gun Ihip. 

n The Diomones of Leo, ftc. are fo clearly defcribed with two tier ol 
oarsy that I muft cenfure the verfion of Meurfius and Fabricius, who per. 
Tcrt the fenfe by a blind attachment to the claiiic appellation of T'rirtmet, 
The Byzantine luftorians are fometlmes guilty of the fame inaccuracy. 
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rinth ^\ The principles of maritime ta&ics had c h a p. 
not undergone any change fince the time of Thu- 
cydides : a fquadron of gallies ftill advanced in a 
crefcent, charged to the front, and firove to 
impel their (harp beaks againft the feeble fides of 
Itheir antagonifts. A machine for cafting ftones 
and darts was built of ftrong timbers in the midft 
pf the deck ; and the operation of boarding was 
effected by a crane that hoifted balkets of armed 
men. The language of fignals, fo clear an^ 
copious in the naval grammar of the moderns, was 
imperfe£tly expreiTed by the various pofitions and 
colours of a commanding flag. In the darknefs of 
the night the fame orders to chafe, to attack, to 
halt, to retreat, to break, to form, were ctm* 
veyed by the lights of the leading galley. By 
land, the fire-fignals were repeated from one 
mountain to another ; a chain of eight ftations 
commanded a fpace of five hundred miles ; and 
Conftantinople in a few hours was apprized of the* 
hoftile motions of the Saracens of Tarfus^*. 
Some eftimate may be formed of the power of 



74 Conftantin. porphyrogcn. In Vit. Balil. €. Ixi. fi. iS5. He calnnlf 
praifes the ftnitagem as a ffaXm frvivrw xai <rof »;v ; but the iailing tmoA 
i'eloponcfus is def^ribed by liis terrified fancy as a circumnavigation of a 
thoufand miles* 

75 The contimiator of Theophanes (1. iv. p. iii, 113.) names the foe- 
celTive Aations^ the caftle of Lulum near Tarfus, mount Argaeus, Ifamusy 
^Silus, the hill of Mamas, Cyrifus» Mocilus, the hill of Auventiat* the 
fun-dial of the Pliarus of the great palace. He aifirms> that the ntws were 
tranfmitted (y oMMfUf in an indivifible moment of time. MiferaUe am* 
pUfication, which, by faying too much, fays nothing. How much more 
forcible and inftruaive would have been the definition of three« or fix, or 
iwelve hours? 

the 



t 

Digitized by 



Google 



f4t THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, the Greek emperors, by the curious and minute 
K^^^^ detail of the armament which was prepared for 
the redu£Uon of Crete. A fleet of one hundred 
and twelve gallies, and feventy-five veflTels of the 
Pamphylian (lyle, was equipped in the capital, 
the iflands of the ^gean fea, and the fea*ports of 
Afia, Macedonia, and Greece* It carried thirty- 
four thoufand mariners, feven thoufand three 
hundred and forty foldiers, feven hundred Ruf« 
fians, and five thoufand and eighty^feven Mar* 
daites, whofe fathers had been tranfplanted from 
the mountains of Libanus. Their pay, moft 
probably of a month, was computed at thirty-four 
centenaries of gold, about one hundred and thirty* 
fix thou&uid pounds fterlingw Our fancy is bewil* 
dered by the endlefs recapitulation of arms and 
engines, of clothes and linen, of bread for the 
men and forage for the horfes, and of ftores and 
utenfils of every defcription, inadequate to the 
conqueft of a petty iiland,. but amply fufHdent for 
the eftablifliment of a fiourifliing colony ^\ 
T^ictand ^^^ invention of the Greek fire did not, Hke 
^Creeick ^^^ ^^ gunpowder, produce a total revolution ia 
the art of war. To thefe liquid combuftibles, the 
city and empire of Conftantinople owed their 
deliverance ; and they were employed in fieges and 
fea-fights with terrible effed. But they were 

7^ See the Ceremeniate of Conftintine Porphyrogenitui, 1. ii. c, 44* 
p* t76«>i9«. A critical reader will difcem fome inconfiilencies to dif- 
Iwmt parts of this account ; bat tliey are not more obicvre or more ftub» 
bom than the eftablifliment and effedives, the prefent and 6t for dtttj» the 
rank and file and the private, of a modem return, which reU'm in proper 
)iands the knowledge of thefe profiuble myfteries. 

either 
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either lefs improved, or lefs fufceptible of im- chap. 



provenient: the engines of antiquity, the cata- 
pultae, baliftae, and battering-rams, were ftill of 
xnoft frequent and powerful ufe in the attack and 
defence of fortifications ; nor was the decifion of 
battles reduced to the quick and heavy fire of a 
line of infantry, whom it were fruitlefs to proteft 
with armour againfl: a (imilar fire of their enemies. 
Steel and iron were fliil the common inftruments 
of deftru^lion and fafety ; and the helmets, cui«» 
rzS&^y and (hields, of the tenth century did not, 
either in form or fubftance, eflentially differ from 
thofe which had covered the companions of Alex- 
ander or Achilles ^\ But inftead of accuftoming 
the modern Greeks, like the legionaries of old^ 
to the conflant and eafy ufe of this falutary weight ^ 
their armour was laid afide in Ught chariots, 
which followed the march, till, on the approach 
of an enemy, they refumed with hafte and re* 
Iu6lance the unufual incumbrance. Their offen« 
five weapons confided of fwords, battle-axes, and 
fpears; but the Macedonian pike was fhortened a 
fourth of its length, and reduced to the more con« 
venient meafure of twelve cubits or feet. The 
fharpnefs ot; the Scythian and Arabian arrows had 
been feverely felt ; and the emperors lament the 
decay of archery as a caufe of the public misfor- 
tunes, and recommend, as an advice, and a com- 
mand, that the military youth, till the age of 
forty, fliould afTiduoufly pradife the exercife of 

77 See the fifth, fixth, and feventh chapters, vcp* owXwk, ortp* Oflf^io-fft^, 
and VEfi yviAvoca-Mif in the Tactics of Leo, with the correfponding paflasci 
in thofe of Conliantine. 

the 
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CHN^P. the bow^\ The Bands^ or regiments, were ufa* 
ally three hundred (Irong; and, as a medium 
between the extremes of four and fixteen, the 
foot-ibldiers of Leo and Confhntine were formed 
dght deep ; but the cavah'y charged in four ranks^ 
from the reafonable confideration, that the'weight 
of the front could not be increafed by any pref- 
fure of the hindmoft horfes. If the ranks of the 
infantry or cavalry were fometimes doubled, this 
cautious array betrayed a fecret diftruft of the 
courage of the troops, whofe numbers might fwel! 
the appearance of the line, but of whom only a 
chofen band would dare to encounter the fpears 
and fwords of the Barbarians. The order of bat- 
tle muft have varied according to the ground, the 
objed, and the adverfary ; but their ordinary diC> 
pofition, in two tines and a referve, prefented a fuc- 
ceflion of hopes and refources moft agreeable 
to the temper as well as the judgment of the 
Greeks ^^ In cafe of a repulfe, the firft line 
fell back into the intervals of the fecond ; and the 
referve, breaking into two divifions, wheeled 
round the flanks to improve the viftory or cover 
the retreat. Whatever authority could enaft was 
accomplilhed, at leaft in theory, by the camps 
and marches, the exerciles and evolutions, the 

7» They obfenro t»k yotf ro^eise; ffawriXwf afAiKyfin^f • . • • w iwc 
TufiatwhQ reu «cX?.» vv9 uu9t ct^aX/aata ymaSxt (Leo> Taftic. p. $%i* 
Gon(tantin. p. iz]6.)< Yet fuch were not the nMxim» of the Creeks an4 
Romans, who defplfed the loofe and diftant pradice of archery.. 

79 Compare the paflages of the Tadics, p. 16$. and 721. and the iS}^ 
with the x\ni^^ chaptci. 
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edids and books, of the Byzantine monarch ^\ c ha p. 
Whatever art could produce from the forge, the 
loom, or the laboratory, was abundantly fupplied 
by the riches of the prince, and the induftry of 
his numerous workmen. But neither authority 
nor art could frame the moft important machine, 
the foldier himfelf; and if the ceremonies of Con« 
ilantine always fuppofe the fafe and triumphal 
return of the emperor ", his ta^ia feldom foar 
above the means of efcaping a defeat, and pro- 
craftinating the war'*. Notwithftanding fome 
tranfient fuccefs, the Greeks were funk in their 
own efteem and that of their neighbours. A cold 
hand and a loquacious tongue was the vulgar 
defcription of the nation : the author of the tadics 
was beHeged in his capital; and the laft of the 
Barbarians, who trembled at the name of the 
Saracens, or Franks, could proudly exhibit the 
medals of gold and filver which they had extorted 
from the feeble fovereign of Conftantinople. 
What fpirit their government and charader 

80 In the preface to his Tadtlcsy Leo very freely deplores the loft of dif- 
cipltne and the cabmlties of tbetimeSy and repeats, without fcruple (Proem, 
p. 59 7.)» th« reproaches of etfu'Kiut^ ara|ia, ayvfim^mf JhXi», ^c. nor 
does it appear that the fame cenfures were lefs deferved in the next genfc« 
ration by the difciples of Conftantine. 

81 See in the Ceremonial (1. ii. c. 19. p. 353.) the form of the emperors 
uampbng on the necks of the captive Saracens, while the lingers ch^mted, 
« thou haft made my enemies my footftool !** and the people flioated fort/ 
times the kyrie eleifon. 

8» Leo obferves (Tadic. p. 66S.) that a fair open battle agalnfl any nation 
whatfoever, is vJFW^aXtg and tmruvStftw ; the words are flrong, and (he re-^ 
mark is trae ; yet if fuch had been the opinion of the old Romans, Leo had 
nevtr reigned on (he ib^res of the Thracian Bofpboras. 

denied. 
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^ ?,u ^' denied, might have been infpired in fome degree 
Kmm^^-Lmj by the influence of rch'gion ; but the religion of 
the Greeks could only teach them to fuffer and 
to yield. The emperor Nicephorus^ who reftored 
fer a moment the difcipline and glory of the 
Roman name, was defirous of beftowing the 
honours of martyrdom on the Chriftians, who loft 
their lives in an holy war againft the infidels. 
But this political law was defeated by the op- 
poiition of the patriarch, the bilhops, and the 
principal fenators ; and they ftrenuoufiy urged the 
canons of St. Bafil, that all who were polluted by 
the bloody trade of a foldier, fliould be feparated, 
during three years, from the communion of the 
fi^thful•^ 
Chanacr ^ Thcfe fcruples of the Greeks have been com* 
^fd^^!^ pared with the tears of the primitive Moflems 
when they were held back from battle; and 
this contraft of bafe fuperftition, and high-fpirited 
enthufiafm, unfolds to a philofophic eye the 
hiftory of the rival nations. The fubje^ls of the 
laft caliphs'^ had undoubtedly degenerated from 
the zeal and &ith of the companions of the 
prophet. Yet their martial creed ftiil reprefented 



83 ZoDftns (tom..ii. 1. xvi. p. 203, S03.) and Cedrenas (i'ompend. 
p. 66^0 > ^^ relate the 4eftgn of Nictphoruty moft anfortanateljr apply the 
cpitlict of yiwaikui to the oppoficton of the patriarch. 

'4 The TcvVtV^ chapter of the tadics of the different nations, is the moft 
biflorjcal and ufeful of the whole colfeAion of Leo. The manners and arms 
of the Saracens (Tadic. p. 80^^817* and a fragment from the Mediceao 
MS. io the preface of the vi*^ volume of Meurfius) the Roma)n emperor was 
loo frequently called upon to ftud^r. 

the 
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the dciiy as the author of war ** : the vital chap. 
though lateift fpark of fenaticifm ftill glowed in 
the heart of their religion, and among the Sara- 
cens who dwelt on the Chriftian borders, it was 
frequently rekindled to a lively and aftive flame. 
Their regular force was formed of the valiant. 
flaves who had been educated to guard the perfon 
and accompany the ftandard of their lord ; but 
the Mufulman people of Syria and Cilicia, of 
Africa and Spain, was awakened by the trumpet 
which proclaimed an holy war againft the infidels. 
The rich were ambitious of death or viftory in 
the ca'ufe of God ; the poof were allured by the 
hopes of plunder; and the old, the infirm, and 
the women, affumed their fliare of meritoriouj>' 
fervice by fending their fubftitutes, with arms 
and horfes. Into the field. Thefe offenfive and 
defenfive arms were fimilar in ftrength and temper 
to thofe of the Romans, whom they far excelled 
in the management of the horfe and the bow ; 
the mafly filver of their belts, their bridles, and 
their fwords, difplayecl the magnificence of at 
profperous nation, and except fome black archers 
of the South, the Arabs difdained the naked 
bravery of their anceftors. Inftead of waggons, 
they were attended by a long train of camels, " 
mutes, and aflfes ; the multitude of thefe animals, 
whom- they bedecked with flags and dreamers, 
appeared to fwell the pomp and magnitude of 
their hofl:: and the horfes of the enemy were 

^S Uecvroi h xjou xArm t^/a tov ©coy curtcv uro TiOftrrat, x** roXijiiOi^ 
Leon. Tactic, p. S05, 

Vol. X. L often 
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CHAP, oft^n difordered by the uncouth figure aiid eldiou9 
fraell of the camels of the Eaft. Invincible by 
their patience of third and heat, their fpirits 
were frozen by a winter's cold, and the con- 
fcioufnefs of their propenfity to fleep exa£led the 
mod rigorous . precautions againft the furprifes 
of the night. Their, order of battle was a long 
fquare of two deep and folid lines ; the fird ef 
archers, the fecond of cavalry. In their engage* 
nients by fea and land, they fudained with patient 
firmnefs the fury of the attack, and feldom ad- 
vanced to the charge till they could difcern and 
opprefs the laiiitude of their foes. But if they 
were repulfed and broken, they knew not how to 
rally or renew the combat ; and their difmay was 
heightened ^y the fuperditious prejudice, that 
God had declared himfelf on the fide of their 
enemies. The decline and fall of the caliphs 
countenanced this fearful opinion ; nor were there 
wanting, among the Mahometans and Chridians^ 
fome obfcure prophecies** which prognpdicated 
their alternate defeats. The unity of the Arabian 
empire was difToIved, but the independent frag* 
ments were equal to populous and powerful 
kingdoms ; and in their naval and military arma- 
ments, an emir of Aleppo or Tunis might com- 
mand no defpicable fund of (kill and indudry and 
treafure. In their tranfadions of peace and war 

to Liutprand (p. 484, 4S5.) relates and interprets tlje oradcs of the Creeks 
and Saracens, in which, after the falhion of prophecy, the pafl i& clear and 
hiftorical, the future it dark, cnij^matica), and erroneous. From this boun. 
d&ry cf light and ihade, an imptartial jcritic niiy commonly determine the 
dace of the MOipofitien. 

with 
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"Rrkh the Saracens, the princes of Conftahttnbple chap. 
too often fell that thefe Barbarians had nothbg ^_^^-4uJ 
barbarous in their diibipline ; and that if they 
^were deftitnte of original genius, they had been 
endowed with a quick fpirit/ of curic^ty and 
imitation. The model was indeed more perfect 
than the copy : their flitps, and engines, and for- 
tifications, were of a lefs ikilfal conftrudion: 
and they confefs, without ihame, that the fame 
God who has given a tongue to the Arabmns, had 
more nicely faihioned the hands of the Gbinefe, and 
liie heads of the Greeks ^^ 
r A name of fomc^ German tribes between the Th«^«nk» 

or Latins* 

Rhine and the Wefer had fpread its vi£korious 
influence over the greateft part of Gaul, Germany, 
and Italy ; and the common appellation of 
Franks *' was applied by the Greeks and Ara* 
bians to the Chriftians of the Latin church, the 
nations of the Weft, who ftretched beyond their 
knowledge to the fhores of the Atlantic Ocean* 
The v^ft.b<kly had been inlpired and united by 
the foul of Charlemagne ; but the divifion and 
degeneracy of his race foon annihilated the Im<> 
perial power, which would have rivaikd the 
Caefiurs of Byzantium, and revenged the indignities 

'7 The fenre of this dlilindion isexprefled by Abulpharagius (pyna(L 
p. 2. 6t. iot.], but 1 cannot recollect the paflage in vvhich it i$ cdtiveytd by 
thi9 Uvfly apothegm. 

ss Z% Francisy qUo nomine tarn X«atinos quam Teutones eomprehendit» 
ludum habuit (Liutprand in Lcgat. ad imp. Nicephoriun, p. 4^31484.)* 
This exten(h>n of the name may be confirmed from Conitantine (de adini« 
niftrando Imperio, i ii. c. ^7, %$.) and Eutycbius (Annal. torn. i. p. 559 
56.), who both lived before the crufades. The teftimonies of Abulphara- 
gius(Dynaft* p. 69.) and Abulfcda (Prcfat. ad Geogfaph.} are moreie- 
ceAt. 

ha of 
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CH/AP. df tfai 'Chiiftian name. The eMme^ no. lon^r 
feared, aor could the fubje^$ my Iwg^ truft^: 
the application of 5^ pwblic teveCLW, t^e hbours 
of trade and manufa^ure^ in the BQiIitaf j fi^rvicei 
duA. mut^ aid of prpviliQe^ ajid surmi/ss, aiid the 
aaval fquadrons which were regularfy ficujoio^ed 
foam the roouth of the Elbe to that pf ri>e Tybcr. 
bh the begmoing of the feath centory, tjie family 
of Charlemagne hod almoil: drfappe^ed ; feub mo 
narchy: was brofcen iato many hpftik and in^^ 
pendent ftat^a;* the regal title was affumed by the 
moil ambitious chiefs; their re^jok wiu . iioiiatfed 
in a long fubordinatioa of.aaaiiqhy artd. difcor d, 
and the uoblie& of every province difobeyed theiz 
ii>v6reigii, oppreffed their vaflals, a&d .esercifsd' 
porpetuai hQ;ft%ties agaioft thdir eqoads and teigh* 
bom's/' Thflir pidvsto waais, which overttirncd/thc 
fabric; of gavemment, fomented the- mattiai ^sirit 
of the, nation. In the fyftem of moderiuEtirope, 
the powec of. the fwoid is pofie&d) at leaft la 
fy&:y by five or fix miglny poteniates.;. thai 
t^piarations are conduced on a diftant^ frontkr, by 
aHi ovder of men who devote their liv^s tatbe 
ftudy a&(tpradrce.of tbe military art: the reft of 
> the cpimtry .and community enjoys iit the. midfi: 
of war the tranquillity of peace, and is only made 
jTenfible of the change by the aggravation or de- 
creafe of the public taxes. In the diforder« of the 
tenth and eleventh centuries, every peafant was a 
foldier, and every village a fortification; each 
wood or valley was a fcene of murder and rapine ; 
and the lords of eacli caftk were compelled to 
affume the charafter of princes and warriors. 
. - ' . To 
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To tWr dwn courage imd policy, they Mdly £ n a r. 
tnifted for the fafety of their family, tfcc protec- wi^^llw 
4S011 of thctr lands, and the revenge of their kjtt^ 
rifes ; and, like the conquerors of a larger flze, 
they were too apt to traafgrcfs the privilege of de- 
fenfive wan Tlie powers of the imnii and body 
were hardened by the priefence of danger and ne*- 
ceffity of refolution : the fame Ijpirit refufed to 
defert a friend and to forgive an en^n^y ; ^and, In- 
ftead of ileeping under the guardian care of the 
magiftrate, they proudly difdained ' the authority 
of the laws. In the days of. feudal anarchy » the 
inftruments of agriculture and att Were converted 
into the weapons of bloodflied : the peaceful occu- 
pations of civil and ecciefiaftical fociety were abo- 
lifbed or corrupted; and the biibop who ex- 
chan^d his mitre fc^ an helmet, was more forci- ^ 

bly urged by the manners of the times than by the 
obligation of his tenure ^'. 

The love of freedom and of arms was felt, with Their cha« 
confcious pride, by the Franks themfelves, and is uaicJ" 
obferved by the Greeks with fome degree of 
amasement and terror. " The Franks,*' fays the 
emperor Conftantine, ^' are bold and valiant to the 
" verge of temerity ; and their dauntleft fpirit is 
*^ fupportisd by the contempt of danger and death. 
** In the field and in clofe onfet, they prefs to the 
" front, and rulh headlong againft the enemy, 

89 On this ful^i«a of ecciefiaftical and bcneficianr difelpline, father 
Thomaflin (torn. iii. 1. i. c. 40. 45, 46, 47.) may be ufefuUy coofuked. A 
S«neral law of Charlemagne eJcempted the hiihops from perfonal fcrvicc 5 
but Uie opposite pradice, wJu^h prevailed from the ix''' to the xv*** century, 
is c^uDtenanoed by the example or #koce of faints and dolors .... You 
julUfy your coiyardice by the bply canons, fays Rutheriui of Verona s the 
canons likewise forbid you to whore, and yet«— > 

L 3 ** without 
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c H A iL << Without deigning to compute ^ber bis aombert 
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♦* or th^r own. Their rankd arfe formed by tbe 
^^ firm connexions of coafanguinity and friend- 
^* fhip ; and their martial deeds are prompted by 
^< the defire of fav^ng or revenging their dealreft 
^< companicms. In their eye$» a retreat is a 
^^ fhameful flight; and flight is indelible in- 
** ferny ^^*' A nation endowed with fuch high 
and intrepid fpirit, muft have been fecure of vic- 
tory, if thefe advantages had not been counter- 
balanced by many weighty defers. The decay of 
their naval power left the Greeks and Saracens 
in pofleffion of the fea, for evefy purpbfe of an- 
noyance and fupply. In the age which preceded 
the inftitution of knighthood, the Franks were 
rude aild unlkilfiil in the fervice of cavalry *' ; and 
in all perilous emergencies, their warriors werd fo 
confcious of their ignorance, that they chofe to dif- 
mount from their horfes and fight on foot. Unprac- 
tifed in the ufe of pikes, or of miffile weapons, they 
were encumbered by the length of their fwords, the 
weight of their armour, the magnitude of their 
ihieids, and, if I may repeat the fatire of the meagre 
Greeks, by their unwieldy intempel-ance. Their 
independent fpirit difdained the yoke of fubordi* 
nation, and abandoned the ftandard of their chief, 
if he attempted to keep ti^e field beyond the term 

9«> In the xvlip^ chapter of his Tadlics^ the emprror Leo hat fairly ftated 
the military vices and virtues of tbe Franks (whom Meurfius ridiculoufly 
ttanflares by GaUi) and the Xdmbards, of Langobards. See Kkewiib the 
jf^y'ith DiflTertation of Muratori'de Anti^ulutibtis Italic medii ^vi. 

91 Domini tui milites (fays the propd Nieephorus) equitandi ignari pe« 

' deflris pugnx funt infcii : ibutO^um magnitudo, loricarum gravltudO} en- 

fium lon^itudo, gaJearumqae' pOndui neutri parte pugnare eos finit ; ac 

fubridens, impcdit, inquit, aceojl Saftrimarcia hoceft ventrH inj^luvies^ &c. 

LiatprandinLegat. p.48o^^Si» • , . j. 

of 
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of their ftipulation or fervice. On all fides they chap. 
were open to the fnares of an enemy, lefs brave, 
but more artful, than themfelves. They might 
be bribed, for the Barbarians were venal ; or fur- 
prifed in the night, for they negle£ted the precau- 
tions of a clofe encampment or vigilant centtnels. 
The fatigues of a fummer's campaign exhaufted 
their ftrength and patience, and they funk in de- 
fpair if their voracious appetite was difappointed 
of a plentiful fupply of wine and of food. This 
general chara&er of the Franks was marked with 
fome national and local (hades, which I (hould 
afcribe to accident, rather than to climate, but 
which were vifible both to natives and to foreigners* 
An ambaflfador of the great Otho declared, 
in the palace of Conftantinople, that the Saxons 
could difpute with fwords better than with pens ; 
and that they preferred inevitable death to the dif- 
honour of turning their backs to an enemy *\ It 
was the glory of the nobles of France, that, in 
their humble dwellings, war and rapine were the 
only pjeafure, the fole occupation, of their lives. 
They afFefted to deride the, palaces, the banquets, 
the polifhed manners, of the Italians, who, in the 
eftimate of the Greeks themfelves, had degenerated 
from the liberty and valour of the ancient Lom- 
bards^'. 

By 

^ In Sa^onia c«rte fcio . . . ^ decentiut enfibus pugnare quam calamis> 
et prius mortem obire quam h'lAibus ferga dare (Llucprand^ p. 482.). 

ccX?^ U u?y Aar/i^xfcov to tXecv ttjj Tewjrr,^ apirrc vvv avxXfffan 
I'ConlvTa^ica, c. i6. p. 805. The emperor Leo died A. D« 91 1 : an tiiAorical 

L 4 poeniy 
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^ H A !►. By tbe well-known ediQ: of Caracalla, his fub- 
.V;^-^.,-^ jefts, from Britain to Egypt, were entitled to the 
the Laf" *^ ^^^^ and privileges of Romans, and their national 
language, fovercign might fix his occafional or permanent re- 
fidence in any province of their common country. 
In the divifion of the Eaft and Weft, an ideal unity 
was fcrupuloufly prefer ved, and in their titles, laws, 
and ftatutes, the fucceflbrs of Arcadius and Ho- 
nprius announced themfelves as th^ infcparable 
colleagues of the fame office, as the joint fove^ 
reigns of the Roman world and city, which were 
bounded by the fame, limits. After the fall of the 
Weftern monarchy, the majefty of the purple re- 
fided folely in the princes, of Conftantinoplc j and 
of thefe, Juftinian was the firft, who after a di- 
vorce of fixty years regained the dominion of an« 
cient Rome, and atTerted, by the right of conqueft, 
the auguft title of emperor of I?.omans^*. - A 
motive of vanity or difcontent folicited one of his 

poem, which ends in 916, and appears to have been compofed in 940, by a 
native of Vejietia, difcrioiinates in thefe verfes the manners of Italy and 
> France; 

— ^ — QH'^ inertia bcllo 
Pe£^ora (Ubertus ait) duris pFXtenditis armis 
O Itali? Potius vobis facra pocuhi cordi j 
Sappius et ftomarhum nitidis laxare faginis 
Elatafque demos rutilo fokire metallo. 
, Nen eadem Gallos fimijis vel cura repTordet ; 

Vjcinaii quibus eft ftudium devinccFc terras 
Pepreffuntjue larem fpoliis hiuc inde coaftis 

Suftentare 

(Anonym. Carmen Panfgyricum d^ Laudibos Bcreng^irii Auguftl, 1. ii. jn 
M<jratori Script. Rerum Italic, torn. U. pars i. p. 293')' ^ 

9+ Juftinian, fays the Hiftorian Agathias (1. v. p. I570> TpwTQj Pw^xetfw 
«VTOHpaT^^ oyo^ccTt xa* Tpy/^ar*. Yet the fpecific title of emperor c^ 
the Romans was not ufed atConftantinople, till it had been claimed by the 
Freuch and German emperors o^old Rome. 

fvicceffors. 
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fucceflfors, Coitftans the fecond, tD abandcm the c ff a p; 
Thracian Boffihorus, and to reftorc the prifldne .^^"^^ 
honours of the Tyher : aa extravagant projeft 
(exclaims the malicious Byzantine), as if he had 
defpoiled a beautiful and blooming virgin, to enrich^ 
or rather to expofe, the deformity of a wrinkled 
and decrepid matron •^ But the fword of the 
Lombards oppofed his fettlement in Italy : he 
iBUtered Rome, not as a conqueror, but as a fugi*- 
tive, and^ after a viiit of twelve days, he pillaged^ 
and for ever deferted, the antient capital of the 
world *'^ The final revolt and feparation of Italy 
was accomplifticd about two centuries after the 
conquefts of Juftinian, and from his reign we may 
date the gradual oblivion of the Latin tongue. 
That legiflator had compofed his IziP:itutes, his 
Code, and his Pandefts, in a kngui^e which he 
celebrates as the proper and public ftyle of the 
Roman government, the confecrated idiom of the 
palace and fenate of Conftantinople, of the camps 
and tribunals ©f the Eaft**^ But this foreign 

$5 Conftantinc MarrflVs reprol>ates thisdffian in his barbarous vcrfe : 

and it h confirnicd by i iieoplianes, Zonaras, Ccdrenus, and the HiAoria 
Mifcella: voluit in u.bem Romam Imperium transferre (I. xix. p. 157. io 
torn. i. pars i. of the Scriptores Rer. liaJ. of Muratori). 

9^ Paul- Diacon. 1. v. c« 11. p. 480. Anallafius in Vitis Fondficumi in 
^duratori^s Colicdion, torn. iii. pars i. p. 141. 

97 ConfuJt the preface of Ducange (ad Cloff. Graer, mcdii i^vi), and the ' 
Novels of TuOinian (vii. Ixvi.)- The Oreek language was Mivoij the Latin 
was v»i^m to him{clf^ xAififinwfi to'^tbe ^roXircM^ ax^/^» ^^^ fyftcm of 
j^ovcrnmenc 
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c H A K dialefl was unknown to the people and foldiers of 

LIIl 

the Afiatic provinces, it was imperfeftly under- 
ftood by the greater part of the interpreters of the 
laws and the miniftcrs of the ftate. After a (hort 
conflict, nature and habit prevailed over the obfolete 
inftitutions of human power : for the general 
benefit of his fubjefts, Juftinian promulgated his 
novels in the two languages ; the feveral parts 
of his voluminous jurifprudence were fucceffively 
tranflated**: the original was forgotten, the ver- 
fion was ftudied^ and the Greek, whofe intri^ific 
merit deferved indeed the preference, obtained a 
legal as well as popular eftablifhment in the By- 
zantine monarchy. The birth and refidence of 
fucceeding princes eftranged them from the Ro- 
man idiom : Tiberius by the Arabs ^% and Mau- 
rice by ihe Italians "% are diftinguiflied as the firft 
of the Greek Csefars, as the founders of a new 

av/uyou Tounm f(.» ^n^ivas »7sTEi;^i^e (Matth. fila(lares> Hift. Jurii, 
apod Fabric. Bihliot. Graec. torn. xii. p. 369.). The Code and Panders 
(the latter by Thalclsus) were tranflated in the time of Juftinian (p, 358. 
366.). Theophiiusy one of the criminal triumvir^ has left an elegant* 
though diffufe, paraphrafe of the Inftitutes. On the other hand, Julian, 
antcoelTor of Conftantinople (A. D. 570), cxx. Novellas Graecas elcganti 
Latinitate donavit (Hcincccius, Hift. J.^R. p. 396.) for the ufe of Italy and 
iVfrica* 

99 Abulpliaragiut afligns the vii^^ Dynaily to the Franks or Romans, tlie 
viii*'^ to the Greeks, the ix*^ to the Arabs. A tempore Augufti Caefaris 
donee impcraret Tiberius Caefar fpatio circitcr annorum 600 fuerunt Impe- 
ratores C. P. Patricii, et piscipua pars exercit&s Roman! : extra quod^ con- 
filiarii, fcriba et populus, omnes Grseci fuerunt : deinde regnum etiaip 
Gnecanicum fa£lum eft (p. 96. verf. Pocock). ThcChriftian and ccclefi- 
aftical (Indies of Abalpharagius gave him fome advantage over the more 
ignorant Moflems. 

100 Primus ex Grsecoram gcnere in Imperio confirmatua eft 5 ©r, accord* 
ing to another MS. of Paulua Diaconus (1. ili. c. 15. p. 4430> '^^ Gnecorum 
Iffipcrio* 

dynafty 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 155 

dynafty and empire : the filent revolution was ac- c h a p. 
compliflied before the death of Heractius ; and the ^..^^^^ 
ruins of the Latin fpeech were darkly preferved in 
tfai; terms of jurifprudence and the acclamations of 
the palace. After the reftoration of the Weftern 
empire by Charlemagne and the Othos, the names 
of Franks and Latins acquired an equal fignifica- 
tion and extent; and thefe haughty Barbarians 
aflerted, with fome juftice, their fuperior claim to 
the language- and dominion of Rome. They 
infulted the aliens of the £aft who hadl renounced 
the drefs and idiom of Romans ; and their reafon- 
able pradice will juftify the frequent appellation 
of Greeks "''• But this contemptuous appellation The Greek 
was indignantly rejefted by the prince and people !n<f tliSr 
to whom it is applied. Whatfoever changes had [ewfifand 
been introduced by the lapfe of ages, they alleged a^ertthe 
a lineal and unbroken fucceffion from Auguftus Komans. 
and Conftantine; and, in the lowefl: period of 
degeneracy and decay, the name of Romans 
adhered to the laft fragments of the empire of 
Conftantinople "'*. 

<oi Quia linguam, moreSy veftefque mutdftis» putavlt $an£^iiTimus Papa 
{an audacious irony), ita vos (vobis) ttifplicere Romanorum nomen. His 
nuncios^' rogabant Nicephorum Impei'atorem Graecorum, ut cum Otiione 
Imperatore Romanorum amicitiam faceret (Liutprand in Legatione» 
p.486.)- 

xo% By Laonlcua Chalcocondylesy who furvived the laft fiege of Conftan- 
t|nopk« the account is thus ftated (I L p. 3.)- Conflantine tran/pianted bis 
Latins of Italy to a Creek city of Thrace: they adopted the language and 
inanners of the natives, who were confounded with them under the name 
^f Romans. The kings of Conftantinople, fays the brftoriah, tm to <r^af 
avrn^ a-s^vwicr^Ah VufAOUan ffacnXug re xa» avToxpo&ropa; a7rox.a,\uvf 
f,}ihnfuy h fi»^i\uq wiir^ bia^n f^^aa* ^ 

While 
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CHAP. While the government of th* Eaft was Iranf^ 
v^^ aded in Latin, the Greek was che language of lite* 
Period of rature and philofophy ; nor could the tpafters of this 
ijnoraiice. ^.^^ ^^^ perfedt idiom be tempted to envy the bor* 
rowed learning and imitative t^fte of their Roman 
difdples. After the fall of pagartifm, the lofs of 
Syria and Egypt, and the extindion of the fchools 
of Alexandria and Athens, the ftudies of the 
Greeks infenfibly retired to fome regular mona- 
fteries, and above all to the royal college of Con- 
ftantinople, which was burnt in the reign of Led 
the Ifaurian "'^ In the pompous ftyle of the age^ 
the prefident of that foundation was named the 
Sun of .Science : his twelve, aflbciates, the profef- 
fors in the different arts and faculties, were the 
twelve figns of the zodiac ; a library of thirty.fix 
thoufand five hundred volumes was open to their 
inquiries ; and they could (hew an ancient manu- 
fcript of Homer, on a roll of parchment one hun- 
. dred and twenty feet in length, the inteftines, as 
it was fabled, of a prodigious ferpent *''*. But the 
feventh and eighth centuries were a period of dif- 
cord and darknefs ; the library was burnt, the col- 
lege was aboliflied, the Iconoclafts are reprefented 
as the foes of antiquity j and a favage ignorance 

lo^ SccDuc^np-c CC. P. Chriftlana, I, ii. p. 150, i^t.), who colle^^s the 
icftimonies, not of Theophancs, but at leaft of Zonatas (torn. ii. I. xt. 
p.-»io^.)i Ccdrenus Tp. 454..)> Michael Glycas (p. ?.8i,), Conftantint Ma- 
nages (p. S7-). Afier refuting the abfur^ charge againft the emperor, 
Spanheim '^Hift. Im.jginum, p- 99 — iiiO« Hkc a frue advocate, proceeds 
to doubt or deny the reality cf the fire, and olmoft Of the library. 

104 Accerciirg to Malchus (apud Zonar. 1, xiv. p. 53.), this Homer was 
burnt in the time cf Bafilifcus. The MS. might be retitwed— £ut on a 
^ fcrpeni'i flcin? Moft /Irange and incredible ! 

15 - and 
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and contempt of letters -b93 ^graced the princes g h a p« 

of the Heracleafl ^ad Ifaurian dynafties 'V. *^!i^ 

In th^ nin^h. ceptujry, we tna»:e.the firft dawnings Revival of 
of the reftoration of fckmce "'^ After the fanatic u^fng. 
cifm of the Arab^ had fubfided, the caliphs afpired 
to conquec the arts, rather than the provinces, of 
the empire : their Hberal curioiity rekindled tha 
emulatlqn of the Greeks, ^ru(hed away the duik 
from their ancient . Hbr^iries, and taught them to 
know and reward tfee philofophers, whofe labours 
had beep hitherto repaid. by the pleafure of ftudy 
and the pysfujt of truth. Tbie .Cgefar Bardas, the 
uncle of Michael the third, wa^ the generous pro- 
te^pr of letters i a title which al(M*e has prefer ved 
his memory and excufed his ambition* A particle 
of the tje^furied of his nephew was ibmetimai dl- ^ 
verted fjrQi» the indulgence of vice and foUy j a 
ichool was fOpj^ped in the p^Iaoe of Magnanra; 
and the pr^fenoe of Bardas excited the emuladoa 
of the raafjer&.atid iludents. At their head wa$ 
the philofophef Leo, archbilbop of Theflalonica^ 
jbis profound fikiU ii^ aftronomy and the mathbmi. 
tics was. admixed by) the: ftrai^ers of the Eail*; and 
this occult fcience; was ofia^ified by vulgar credwj- 
lity, which modeftly fuppofes that all knowledge 
fuperior to its own m^ft bethe effeft of 'infpiration 

-i ' - • .. : 

105 The etkoyiot of ZQnaras, tbe otyftoc xat otfji^uc of C«Hi:eii«s> are 
?[rong words, perT>3ps hot ili'Tuited to tli»fe reigns. 

««6 See Zonaras (i. xvi. p. i6o, i6i.) and Cedrenus (p. 54.9, $6^')^ 
like friar Bacon, the philofopher Leo lias been tran^fwrmed by igncrancc in|p 
a conjurer: yet-notfo undeservedly, if lie be the author of the oracles moec 
commonly afcrlbed to the emperor of the fame name. The phyficAsOC J^ 
in MS. arc in thilibfary of Vienna (Fabric iu>, Bibliot. Gia-C. torn. vi. p. i6fi. 
tom> xii. p. ySi.)* QiJleftanf! 

\ or 
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c HA p, or magic. At the preffing intreaty of the Csefar^ 
bis friend, the celebtated Photiu8*% renounced 
the freedom of a fecular and ftudioiis life, afcended 
the patriarchal throne, and was alternately excom* 
municated and abfolved by the fynods of the Eafl: 
and Weft. By the confeffion even of prieftly ha- 
tred, no art or fcience, except poetry, was foreign 
to this univerfal fcholar, who was deep in thought, 
inde&tigable in reading, and eloquent iti didion. 
Whilft he exercifed the office of protofpathaire, or 
captain of the guards, Photius was fent amba0a* 
dor to the caliph of Bagdad *"". The tedious hours 
of exile, perhaps of confinement, were beguiled 
by the hafty compofition of his Library^ a living 
. monument of erudition and criticifm. Two hun- 
dred and fourfcore writers, hiftorians, orators, phi- 
lofophers, theologians, are reviewed without any 
regular method: he abridges their narrative or 
doArine, appreciates their ftyle and character, and 
judges even the fathers of the church with a dif- 
cf eec freedom, which often breaks through the fu« 
perftition of the times. The emperor Bafil, who 
lamented the defeds of his own education, en- 
uufted to the care of Phdtius his fon and fucceflbr 

i«7 The ecclefiailical and literary charadVer of Pbotttu, it copiottlly 
dJifcttiTed by Hanckius (de Scripunibut Byzant. p. 2(9—196.) and Fahri- 

CtM« 

loS £k Aa'<TVfUii can only mran Bagdad^ the feat of the caliph $ and tht 
lelatlonof bis embafly might have been curious and inilrudive^ But how 
did he procure his books f A library fefiumerous could nritbcr be found at 
tf/Mf nor tranfported with his baggage, nor preferved in his memory. 
Yet the laft, however incredible, fetms to be affirmed by Photius himfel^ 
qmf mvtuf 11 /mirfi^i) ^t&ro^E. Camufat. (HiA. Critique dt$ Journaux^ 
#• ^7*"94*} &^v^* > Socd account of the Myriobiblon* 

Leo 
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Ijco the philofopher ; and the reign of that prince c.h a p. 
and of his fon Conftantinc Porphyrogenitus forms 
one of the moft profpcrous aeras of the Byzantine 
literature. By their munificence the treafures of 
antiquity were depofited in the Imperial library; 
by their pens, or thofe of their aflbciates, they 
vfete imparted in fuch extracts and abridgments 
as might amufe the curiofity, without oppreffing 
the indolence, of the public. Befides the BqfilicSf 
or code of laws, the arts of hufbandry and war, 
of feeding or deftroying the human fpecies, were 
propagated with equal diligence ; and the hiftory 
of Greece and Rome was digefted into fifty* three^ 
heads or titles, of which two only (of embaflies, 
and of virtues and vices) have efcaped the injuries 
of time. In every ftation, the, reader might con- 
template the image of the paft world, apply the 
leiTon or warning of each page, and learn to ad« 
mire, perhaps to imitate, the esiamples of a brighter 
period. I ikall not expatiate on the works of the 
Byzantine Greeks, who, by the affiduous ftudy of 
the ancients, have deferved in fome meafure the 
remembrance and gratitude of the modems. The 
fcfaolars of the prefent age may dill enjoy the hc^ . 
nefit of the philofophical common-place book of 
Stobseus, the grammatical and hiftorical l«dcon of 
Suidas, the Chiliads of T^etzes, which comprifc 
fix hundred narratives in twelve thoufand verfes» 
and the commentaries on Homer oi Euftathiur. 
arcbbiifaop of Thefialonica, who, from his horn of 
plenty, has poured the names and authorities of 
four hundred writers. From thefe originals, and 
a from 
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CHAP, from the nnm^rous tribe of fcholiafts and critics ■% 
^.,^0^,^ fome eftimate may be formed of the literary wealth 
of the twelfth century : Conftantinople was en- 
lightened by the genius of Homer and Demof- 
th^nes, of Ariftotle and Plato ; and in the enjoy, 
inent or negleft of out prefent riches, we muft 
envy th€ generation that could ftill perufe the hit 
tory of Theopompus, the orations? of Hyperides, 
the comedies of Menander"% and the odes of 
Alcseus and Sappho. The frequent labour of iBuf- 
traribn attcfts not only the exiftence but the popu- 
larity of the Grecian claffics : the general kn<^w- 
fedge of. the age may bededucfed from the example ^ 
of two learned females, the emprefs Eudocia, anrf 
the princefs Anna Comnena, wfca cultivated, in 
the purple, the arts ' of rhetoric and philofophy '". 
•^" ' 1 The 



1*09 Of thcfc modern Greeks, Tec thercfpeAlvc articles in die Bibnothcca 
Gticca of Fahricrus $ ^ U6orlbci« work, yec Airceptible.af a better method 
aadmany improvements^ : of Ebl^atbius (torn. i. p* zS^*— 292. 30(^— 3a9>)» 
of tlie Pfelli (a rliatribe of Leo AUatius> ad calcem torn. v. ), of Conflantine 
Porphyrogenitus (tom. vi. p. 486—509.) , of John Stohxus (torn. fiii. 6^5— 
7»8.), of Suid^ (torn. iv. p. 6a!0^»7.)» John Tzetzes (torn, xit p. 245— 
> *73')« ^^* Harris, in his philological Arrangements^ opus fenile^ tias ^ivcn 
a Ikctchrof' thiaB)UaTitJne leariiing (pr. 287 — 300. ). ' 

«i6 From obfcwr«- dnd h^arfi^y evidence, Gerard Vofllos (de PoctiVGrftds^ 
c'pTs) and ie Cterc (Bibliodi^queChoine, torn, ^ix- pj 285t)mentioiracora< 
mcatary of Michael Pfellus on twenty- four plays • of M^nander, ftiil extax^t 
in'MS. 9t Conftantinople. Vet fuch cJaflic ftudies feem incompalilAc vWtll 
thpsr^Ttf^ror dvtnefsiof 'a tJbUoalman, who pbred^ovdi the cate^^rSis .(de 
Pfelli«, p. 42.) : aiv^Micbaci has* probably been confounded with Honterus 
S^lluSf >Xrho vofote arguments to the comedies of Mcnandcr. In the x***'cen- 
tu|-]0» iSaidas quotetfUfty plays^. bnt he ofun tnmfcribes the old fcMUft of 
Afiftophancs. 

■I" Anna Comntna may hoaft of her Gnel ilyfc (^ro £;^vi^»i» 

V axpy co^vSdOiuia), and Zonaras, her cpntemporaryy hut not her 

*• • * . flatterer^ 
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The vulgar dtale£t of the city, was grofs and biar- char 
barous : a more correct and elaborate ftyle diftin- •,..- .-■llt 
guifhed the difcourfe, or at leaft the compofitions, 
of the church and palace, which fometimes aflfefted 
to copy the purity of the Attic models. 

iln our modern education, the painful though Decay of- 
neceflfary attainment of two languages, which are ^cnLr** 
no longer living, may confume the time and damp 
the ardour of the youthful ftudent. The poets 
and oratots were long imprifoned in the barbarous 
dialefts of our Weftern anceftors, devoid of har- 
mony or grace ; and their genius, without precept 
or example, was abandoned to the rude and native 
powers of their judgment and fancy. But the 
Greeks of Conftantinople, after purging away the • 
impurities of their vulgar fpeech, acquired the 
free ufe of their ancient language, the moft haj^py 
compofition of human art, and a familiar know- 
ledge of the fublime mafters who had pleafed or 
inftrufted the firft of nations. But thefe advan- 
tages only tend to aggravate the reproach and 
fliame of a degenerate people. They held in their 
lifelefs hands the riches of their fathers, without in- 
heriting the fpirit which had created and imprd^d 
that facred patrimony : they read, they prai<5^d, 
they compiled, but their languid fouls feemed 
alike incapable of thought and aftion. In the re- 
volution of ten centuries, not a fmgle difcovery 

was made to exalt the dignity or promote the hap- 

( 

flatterer, may add with truth, y^wrlav »;ci» aKp«)5a>? ArJiXifi^j-ay. Thf 
princcfs was converfant with the artful dialogues ol Faioi and had fturiied 
tbe TiT|paiev(, or ^uadrivium of ailroiocy, geometry, aritlimecic, and roufifi 
(fee her preface to the Alexhd, wIth'Ducange*s ngtes). 

Vol, X. M pinefs 
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CHAP, pindfs of mankind* Not a fingle idea has bceil 
«^i>,^^> added to the fpeculative fyftems of antiquity, and 
a fucceflion of patient difciples became in their 
turn the dogmatic teachers of the next fervile ge- 
neration. Not a fingle compofitioa of hiftory, 
philofophy, or literature, has been faved from ob- 
livion by the intrinfic beauties of ftyle or fentimentj 
of original fancy, or even of fuccefsful imitation. 
In profe, the leaft ofFenfive of the Byzantine wri- 
ters are abfolved from cehfure by their naked and 
unprefuming fimplicity ; but the orators, mod elo- 
quent "* jn their own conceit, are the fartheJl re- 
moved from the niodels whom they affefl: to emu- 
late. In every page our tafte and reafon are 
• wounded by the choice of gigantic and obfolete 
words, a ftiff and intricate phrafeology, the dif- 
cord of images, the childifh play of falfe or unfea- 
fonable ornament, and the painful attempt to ele- 
vate themfelves, to aftonifli the reader, and to in- 
volve a trivial meaning in the fmoke of obfcurity 
and exaggeration. Their profe is foaring to the 
vicious affedation of poetry : their poetry is fink- 
ing below the flatnefs and infipidity of profe. The 
tragic, epic, and lyric mufes, were filent and in- 
. "' glorious : the bards of Conftantinople feldom rofc 
above a riddle or epigram, a panegyric or tale; 
they forgot even the rules of profody ; and with 
the melody of Homer yet founding in their ears, 
they confound all meafure of feet and fyllables in 
the impotent drains which have received the name 

i»* To cenfure the Byzantine tafte, Ducangc (Prcfat. Glofl". Grace, p. 17.) 
firings the authorities of Aulus GeUius, Jcrom Fetronius, George H«iinartoUis» 
. Long<nus j who give at once the prcccpc aaid the example. 

II of 
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of political or city verfes"'. The. minds of the c h a p. 
Greeks were bound in the fetters of a bafe and ^^^,-L^ 
imperious fuperftitibn, which extends her domi- , 
nion round the circle of profane fcience. Their 
underftandings were bewildered In metaphyfical 
controverfy : in the bel;ef of vifions and miracles, 
they had loft all, principles of moral evidence, and 
their tafte was vitiated by the homilies of the 
monks, an abfurd medley of declamation and 
fcripture. Even thefe contemptible ftudies were 
no longer dignified by the abufe of fuperior ta- 
lents : the leaders of the Greek church were hum- 
bly content to admire and copy the oracles of an- 
tiquity, nor did the fchoo^Is or pulpit produce any 
rivals of the fame of Athanafms and Chryfof- 
tom"\ 

In all th(? purfuits of aftive and fpeculative life, Wantdf 
th^ emulation of ftates and individuals is the moft emulation* 
powerful fpring of the efforts and improvements of' 
mankind. The cities of ancient Greece were caft 
in the happy mixture of union and independence, 
which is repeated on a larger fcale, but in a loofer 
form, by the nations of modern Europe: the 
union of^language, religion, and manners, which 
renders them the fpeftators and judges of each 
other's merit "^ : the independence of government 
and intereft, which afferts their feparate freedom, 

«tj The verfiti politic'ij thofe common proftitutes, as»from their eaiinefsj 
they are ilyled by Leo Allatius, ufually confil^ of fifteen fyllabics. They arc 
ufed by Conftantine Manaffes, John Tzetzes, Scz. (Ducange, Glo^T. Latin* 
t«m. iii. p ii p. 345, 34^- <^^^- ^a^^ 176a) 

114 As St. Bernard of the Latin, fo St. John Damafccnus in the vili^^ ctti* 
tory, is revered as the laft father o^ the Greek church. 

. i>5 Huin«*s Mays, vol. i. p. 125. . 
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CHAP, and excites them to ftrivcfor pre-eirJnence in the 

LIU • 

•L_^^-^ career of glory. The fituation of the Romans 
was lefs favourable ; yet in the early ages of 
the republic, which fixed the national chara£ter» 
a fimilar emulation was kindled among the ftates 
of Latium and Italy ; and, in the arts and fci- 
cnces, they afpired to equal or furpafs their 
Grecian njafters. The empire of the Caefars 
undoubtedly checked the aftivity and progrefs 
of the human mind; its magnitude might in- 
deed allow fome fcope for domeftic compe- 
tition ; but when it was gradually reduced, 
at firft to the Eaft and at iaft to Greece and 
Conftantinople, the Byzantine . fubjefts were de- 
graded to an abjefl: and languid temper, the 
natural efFeft of their folitary and infulated 
ftate. From the North they were oppreffed by 
namelefs tribes of Barbarians, to wboni they 
fcarcely imparted the appellation of men. The 
language and religion of the more polifbed 
Arabs were an unfurmountable bar to all focial 
intercourfe. The conquerors of Europe were 
their brethren in the Chriftian faith; but the 
fpeech of the Franks or Latins was unknown, 
their manners were rude, and they were rarely 
connefted, in peace or war, with the fucceffors 
of Heraclius* . Alone in the univerfe, the fdf- 
fatisfied pride of the Greeks was not difturbed 
by the comparifon of foreign merit; and 
it is no wonder if they fainted in the race, 
fince they had neither competitors to urge 
their fpeed, nor judges to crown their vidlory. 
The nations of Europe and Afia. were mingled 
7 by 
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by tlie expeditions to the Holy Land j and it is chap. 
cinder the Comnenian dynafty that a faint emulation 
of knowledge and military .virtue was rekindled in 
.die Byzantine empire. 
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CHAP. LIV. 

Origin arid DoHrine of the Paulicians. — ^heir 
Perfecution by the Greek Emperors.— - Revolt in 
Armenia^ tsfc. — Tranfplantation into Thrace.-^ 
Propagation in the Wejl. — The Seeds ^ Charailer^ 
and Confeqtiences of the Reformation. 



CHAP. 
LIV. 



T N the profeflion of Chriftianity, the variety of 
national characters may be clearly diftinguiflied. 
Supine fu The natives of Syria and Ecjypt abandoned their 
>cek lives to lazy and contemplative devotion : Rome 
again afpired to the dominion of the world ; and 
the wit of the lively and loquacious Greeks was 
confum^ in the difputes of metaphyfical theology. 
The incomprehenfible myfteries of the Trinity 
and Incarnation, inftead of commanding their 
filent fubmiflion, were. agitated in vehement and 
fubtle controverfies, which enlarged their faith 
at the expence perhaps of their charity and 
reafon. From the council of Nice to the end of 
the feventh century, the peace and unity of the 
church was invaded by thefe fpiritual wars ; and 
fo deeply did they affed the decline and fall, of 
the empire, that the hiftorian has too often been 
compelled to attend the fynods, to explore the 
creeds, and to enumerate the feds, of this bufy 
period of ecclefiaftical aimals. From the begin- ' 
ning of the eighth century to the laft ages of the 
Pyzantine empire the found of controverfy was 
feldom he^rd ; curiofity was exhaufted, zeal was 

fatigued, 
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fatigued, and, in the decirees of fix councils, the g h a p 

articles of the CathbUc faith had been irrevocably 

defined. The fpirit of difpute, however vain and 

f>ernicious, requires fome energy and exercife of 

the mental faculties ; and the proftrate Greeks 

were content to faft, to pray, and to believe, iti 

blind obedience to the patriarch and his clergy. 

During a long dream of fuperftition, the Virgin 

arid the Saints, their vifions and miracles, their 

relics and images, were preached by the monks 

and worfhipped by the people; and the appellation 

of people might be extended without injuftice to 

the firft ranks of civil fociety. At an unfeafonable 

moment, the Ifaurian emperors attempted fome- 

what rudely to awaken their fubjefls : under their 

influence, reafon might obtain fome profelytes, 

a far greater number wars fwayed by intereft or 

fear ; but the Eaftern world embraced or deplored 

their vifible deities, and the reftoration of images 

was celebrated as the feafl: of orthodoxy. In this 

paffive and unanimous ftate tKe' ecclefiaftical rulers 

were relieved from the toil, or deprived of the * 

pleafure, of perfecution. The Pagans had dif- 

appeared ; the Jews were lilent and obfcure ; 

the difputes with the Latins were rare and remote 

hoftijities againft a national enemy ; and the fefts 

of Egypt and Syria enjoyed a free toleration, ^ 

under the (hadow of the Arabian caliphs. About 

the middle of tlie feventh century, a branch of 

Manichaeans was fele£led as the viftims of fpiritual 

tyranny: their patience was at length exafperated 

to defpair ai^d rebellion ; and their exile has feat* 

tered over the Weft the feeds of reformation. 

M4 Thefe 
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i6S . THE DE(^LINE AND TALL 

Thcfe important events will juftify fome enquiry 
into the doftrine and ftory of the Paulicians * ; 
and, as they cannot plead for themfelves, our 
candid oriticifm will magnify the goodj and abate 
or fufpeft the evtlj that is reported by their ad- 
verfaries. 
Of igin of The Gnoftics, who Kad 4iftrafted the infancy, 
eu*ns"w * ^^^^ oppreffed by the greatnefs and' authority, of 
^ifcipicsof the church. Inftead of emulating or furpafling 
A. D. 660, the wealth, learning, and numbers of the Catho- 
lics, their obfcure remnant was driven from 
the capitals of the Eaft and Weft, and confined 
to the villages and mountains along the borders 
of the Euphrates. Some veftige of the Marcionites 
may be detefted in the fifth century *j but the 
numerous fefts were finally loft in the odious 
name of the Manichaeans; and thefe heretics, 
who prefumed to reconcile the dodrines of Zo* 
roafter and Chrift, were purfued by the two 
religions with equal and unrelenting hatred. 
Under the grandfon of Heraclius, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Samofata, more famous for the 

« The errors and virtues of the Paulicians are weiglied, with his ufual 
judgn-.«nt and candour, by the learned Mofheim (fiift. Ecclefiaft. feculum ix. 
p. 31X, &c.). He draws his* original intelligence from Photius (contra 
Manichaeos, 1 i )- and Peter Siculus (Hift. Manichaeorum). Thefirftof 
thefe accounts has not fallen into my hands; the fecond, wbich Mofheim 
|>!ffert, I have read in a Latin verfion inferied in. the Maxima Bibliotbcca 
Patrum (tom. xvi. p 754 — 764.)j ^""oni the edition of the Jcfuit Raderus 
(Ingolftadii, 1604, in 4***). 

* In the time of Theodoret, the diocefe of Cyrrhus, in Syria, conulned 
flight hundred villages. Of thefe, two were inhabited by Arians an<i 
£unomians, and eight by Marcionites, whom the laborious bilhop recon- 
ciled to the Catliolic church (Duprn^ Bibliot* Ecckfutlique^ tom. iv. p. Si> 

birth 
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Wrth of Lucian than for the title of a Syrian chap, 
kingdom, a reformer arofe, efteemed by the ^—^.-w 
Paulicians z^ the chofen meflenger of truth. In 
his humble dwelling of Mananalis, Conftantine 
entertained' a deacon, who returned from Syrian 
captivity, and received the incftimable gift of the 
New Teftanient, which was already concealed 
from the vulgar by the prudence of the Greek, 
and perhaps of the Gnoftic, clergy *. Thefe 
books became the meafure of his ftudies and the 
rule of his faith ; and the Catholics, who difpute 
his interpretation, acknowledged that his text was 
genuine and fincere. But he attached himfelf , 
with peculiar devotion to the writings and cha- 
rafter of St. Paul : the name oi, the Paulicians is 
derived by their enemies from fome unknown 
and domeftic teacher; but I am confident that 
they gloried in their affinity to ihe apoftle of the 
Gentiles. His difciples, Titus, Timothy, Sylvanus, 
Tychicus, were reprefented by Conftantine and 
his fellow-labourers : the names of the apoftolic 
churches were applied to the congreg^itions which 
they affembled in Armenia and Cappadocia ; and 
this innocent allegory revived the example aiid 
memory of. the firft ages. In the gofpel, and the ThtJirK- 
epiftJes of St. Paul, his faithful follower inveftigated ** 
the creed of primitive Chriftianity ; and, whatever 
might be the fuctefs, a proteftant reader will 
applaud the fpirit of the enquiry. But if the 
fcriptures of the Paulicians were pure, they were 



S Nobis profanis iihi (facra EvangeliaJ Icgere non licet fed facerclotibus 
duntaxat, was the firft fcrupie of a Catholic when be was advifed to read the 
Bible (Petr* Sicul. p. 761.}. 

tfot 
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CHAP, not perfeft. Their founders rejefted the two 
epiftles of St. Peter % the apoftlfe of the circum- 
cifion, whofe difpute with their favourite for the 
obfervance of the law could not eafily be for- 
given '• They agreed with their Gnoftic brethren 
in the univerfal contempt for the Old' Jeftamenr, 
the books of Mofes and the prophets, which have 
been confecrated by the decrees of the Catholic 
church. With equal boldnefs, and doubt lefs 
with more reafon, Conftantine, the new Sylvanus, 
difclaimed the vifions, which, in fo many bulky 
and fplendid volumes, had been publifhed by the 
Oriental feSs ^ ; the fabulous produftions of the 
Hebrew patriarchs and the fages of the Eaff ; the 
fpurious gofpels^ epiftles, and afts, which in the 
fifft: age had overwhelmed the orthodox code ; 
the theology of Manes, and the authors of the 
kindred herefies; and the thirty generations, or 
»ons, which had been created by the fruitful 



i.In reje^ing the jJr«ffiepiftlc of St. Peter, the Paullclans are juflified 
Ky fomc of the mod refpedable of the ancients and moderns (fee Wetflcin 
ad loc. Sixnon, Hift. Critique du Nouveau Teftament, c. 17.). They like- 
wife overlooked the Apocalypfe (Petr. S.cul. p. 756.); but as fucii negle^ 
is not Imputed as a crime, the Greeks of the ix'** century mo ft have bceq 
carelefs of the credit and honour of the Revelations. 

5 This contention, which has not cf^aped the malice of Porphyry, fup* 
poles fome error and paflion in one or both of the apoitles. By Chryfoftom, 
Jefom, and Erafmus, it is reprefented as a fham quarrel, a ploui fraud, for 
the benefit of the Gentiles and the correaion of the Jew^ (Middieton'9 
Works, vol. ii. p. 1—20.). 

6 Thofc who are curious of this heterodox library, may confult the re» 
fearches of Beaufobre (Hift. Critique du Manicheifme, torn i. p. 305-0 
437). Even in Africa, St. Auftin could defcribe the Manichaean books, tarn 
iDuhi, urn grandes, tarn pretiofi codices (contra Fauft. xiii. 14.) j but he 
adds, without pity, Incendite otnnes iilas mcmbnnaf : and bis advice has 
b^cA rigoroufly follpwcd. 
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Fancy of Valentine. The PauHcians fmcerely chap. 
condemned the memory and opinions of the ^^^^^.^w 
Manichaean fed, and complained of the injuftice 
■which impreflfed that invidious name on the firaple 
votaries of St. Paul and of Chrift* 

Of the eccJefiaftical chain, many links had Thcfim- 
been broken by the Paulician reformers ; and thl^r^bdief 
their liberty was enlarged, as they reduced the ^fj*^' 
number of maflers, at whofe voice profane reafon 
muft bow to myftery and miracle. The early 
reparation of the Gnoltics had preceded the 
eflablifhment of the Catholic worfliip ; and againft 
the gradual innovations of difcipline and dodrine, 
they were as ftrongly guarded by habit and 
averfion, as by the file^;ice of St. Paul and the 
evangelifts. The objefts which had been tranf- 
formed by the magic of fuperftition, appeared to 
the eyes of the Paulicians in their genuine and 
naked colours. An image made without hands, 
was the common workmanfliip of a mortal artifV, 
to whofe fkill alone the wood and canvafs muft 
be indebted for their merit or value. The mira- 
culous relics were an heap of bones and aflies, 
deftitute of life or virtue, or of any relation, 
perhaps, with the perfon to whom they were 
afcribed. The true and vivifying crofs was a 
piece of found or rotten timber ; the body and 
blood of Chrift, a loaf of bread and a cup of wine, 
the gifts of nature and the fymbols of grace. 
The mother of God was degraded from her 
celeftial honours and immaculate virginity ; and 
the faints and angels were no longer folicited 
to exercife the laborious office, of mediation in 

heaven. 
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They hold 
the two 
principles 
of the Ma- 
gjans snd 
Manichs- 



heaven, and miniftry upon earth. In the pradlice, 
or at leaft in the theory, of the facraments, the 
Paulicians were incKned to abolifli all vifible 
objefts of worftiip,' and the words of the gofpel 
were, in their judgment, the baptifm and com- 
munion of the faithful. They indulged a conve- 
nient latitude for the interpretation of fcripture ; 
and as often as they were preffed by the literal 
fenfe, they could efcape to the intricate mazes of 
figure and allegory. Their utraoft diligence muft 
have been employed to diiTolve the connexion 
between the old and the new teftament; fince 
they ado.red the latter as the oracles of God, 
and abhorred the former, as the fabulous and 
abfurd invention of men qr daemons. We cannot 
be furprifed, that they (hould have found in the 
gofpel, the orthodox myftery of the trinity : but 
inftead of confeffing the human nature and fub- 
ftantial fufferings of Chrift, they amufed their 
fancy with a celeftial body that paiTed through 
the virgin like water through a pipe; with a 
phantaftic crucifixion, that eluded the vain and 
impotent malice of the Jews. A creed thus 
fimple and fpiritual was not adapted to the 
genius of the times ^ ; and the rational Chriftian 
who might have been contented with the light 
yoke and eafy burthen of Jefus and his apoftles, 
was juftly offended, that the Paulicians fhould 
dare to violate the unity of God, the firft article 
of natural and revealed religion. Their belief 
and their truft was in the Father, of Chrift, of 



7 The iix capital errors of the Pauliciani are defined by Peter Siculiw 
(p. 756. ) with much prejudice and paflion. 
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the human foul, and of the invifible world. But chap. 
they likewife held the eternity of matter ; a -^.-^A^ 
ftubborn and rebellious fubftance, the origin of 
a fecond principle^ of an aftiye being, who has 
created this vifible world, and cxercifes his tem- 
poral reign till the final confummation of death and 
fin '. The appearances of moral and phyfical evil 
had e(labii(hed the two principles in the ancient 
philofophy and religion of the Eaft ; from whence 
this doftrine was transfufed to the various fwarms 
of the Gnoflics. A thoufand fhades may be de- 
vifed in the nature and character of Ahriman^ 
from a rival god to a fubordinate daemon, from 
pailion and frailty to pure and perfed malevolence : 
but, in fpite of our efforts, the goodnefs, and the 
power, of Ormufd are placed at the oppoQte 
extremities of the line; and every ftep that 
approaches the one muft recede in equal pro- 
portion from the other *. 

The apoftolic labours of Conftantine-Sylvanus Thee[»». 
foon multiplied the number of his difciples, the ofthcPao. 
fecret recompence of fpiritual ambition. The A^J-mTm?, 
remnant of the Gnoftic fedls, and efpecially the Po''-tu»,«rc* 
Manichaeans of Armenia, were united under his 
flandard; many Catholics were converted or 
feduced by his arguments ; and he preached 



• Primum illorum axioma cfl-, duo rcrum efle principia ; Deum malum 
et Deum bonum aliumque hujus mundi conditorexn tt princlpem, et «lium 
luturi xvi (Petr. Sicul. p. 756.)* 

9 Two learned critics, Beaufobrc (Hift. Critique du Manicheifme, 1. !• 
4, 5, 6.) and Mo(hcim (Inftitut. Hift. Ecclef. and de Rebus Chriftiani* 
ante Conflantinuflfi, fee. i, ii, iii.), have laboured to explore and difcriminate 
the various fyilcms of the Gnoftics on the fubje^ of the iwo principles. 

with 
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with fuccefs in the regions of Pontus**" and 
Cappadocia, which had long' fince imbibed the 
religion of Zoroafter. The Paulidan teachers 
were diftinguifhed only by their fcriptural names; 
by the modeft title of fellow-pilgrims, by the 
aufterity of their lives, their zeal or knowledge, 
and the credit of fome extraordinary gifts of the 
holy fpirit. But they were incapable of defiririg, 
or at leaft of obtaining, the wealth and honours 
of the Catholic prelacy : fuch anti-chriftian pride 
they bitterly cenfured ; and even the rank of 
elders or prefbyters was condemned as an infti- 
tution of the Jewifli fynagogue. The new feft 
was loofely fpread over the provinces of Afia 
Minor to the weftward of the Euphrates ; fix 
of their principal congregations reprefented the 
churches to which St. Paul had addrefled his 
epiftles ;, and their founder chofe his refidence 
in the neighbourhood of Colonia", in the fame 
diftrift of Pontus which had been celebrated by 
the altars of Bellona'* and the miracles of 

Gregory. 

lo The counrries between the Euphrates and the Halys were poflfefled 
above 350 years by the Mcdes (Herodot. 1. i. c. 103.) and Peffians j and the 
kings of Pontus were of the royal race of the Achsemenides (Sallud. Frag- 
ment. !• ill. with the French fupplement and notes of the prefident de 
BroflTes). 

»i Mdft probably founded by Pompey after the ccnqueft of Pontiff. This 
Colonia, on the Lycus above Neo-Caefarea, is named by the Turks- Coulci- 
hifar, or Chonac, a populous town in a ftiong country (d'Anville Geogra. 
phie Ancicnne, torn. ii. p. 34. Tournefoit, Voyage du Levant, torn. iii. 
lettie xxi. p. 193 ). 

t^ The temple of Eellona at Comana in Pontus was a powetful and 
wealthy foundation, and the high prieft was refpcdtcd as the fecond perfon 
in the kingdom. As the facerdorai office 'had been occupied by his motlicr*j 
family> Stiabo (1. xii. p. 809. S35, 836, 837.) dwells with peculiar com« 
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Gregory ''. After a miflion of twenty-feven years, chap. 
Sylvanus, who had retired from the tolerating ^_ j^^J^ ^ 
government of the Arabs, fell a facrifice .to 
Roman perfecution. The laws of the pious PCTfccution 
emperors, which feldom touched the lives of lefs empereJT 
odious heretics, profcribed without mercy or dif- 
guife the tenets, the bodes, and the perfons of 
the Montanifts and Manichasans : the books were 
delivered to the flames ; and all who fhould 
prefume to fecrete fuch writings, or to pro- 
fefs fuch opinions, were devoted to an igno- 
minious death **. A Greek minifter, armed wirfi 
legal and military powers, appeared at Colonia 
to ftrike the (hepherd^ and to reclaim, if poflible, 
the loft (heep. By a refinement of cruelty, 
Simeon placed the unfortunate Sylvanus before a 
line of his difciples, who were commanded, as the 
price of their pardon and the proof of their repent- 
ance, to maflacre their fpiritual father. They turned 
afide from the impious office ; the ftones dropt from 
their filial hands, and of the whole number, only 
one executioner could be found, a new David, as he 

pJacency on the temple, the worfliip, and feftlval, which was twice cele- 
brated t very year. But the BeJlona of Puntus had the features and charadler 
of the goddtfs, not of war, but of love; 

»3 Gregory, biftopof Nco-Caefarca (A. D. 240—265.), farnamed Thau- 
maturgus, or the Wonder-worker. An hundred years afterwards, the 
hiftory or ro-nance of his life was compbfed by Gregory of Nyffa, his name* - 
fake and countryman, the brother of the great St. BafiJ. 

H H<^ caererum ad fua egrcgia facinora, divini atquecrthodoxi Imperatores' 
addidcrunt, ut Manichseos Montanofque capital! puniri fententia juberent* 
eorumque lihros, quocunque in loco invent! eflcnt, flammis iradi ; quod 
fiqu.s afpiam eofdtrm occulrafle deprehenderetur, hunc cundtm mortis poena 
artdici, ejufque bon.i in fifcom infcri (Petr Sicul. p. 759-)- What more 
couH bigofy and perftciition deftrc? 

is 
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IS ftylcd by the Catholics, who boldly overthrew 
the giant of herefy. ^his apoftate, Juftus was 
his name, again deceived and betrayed his unfuf- 
pefting brethren, and a new conformity to the 
afts of St. Paul may be found in the converfion 
of Simeon : like the apoftle, he embraced the 
doftrine which he had been, fent to perfecute, 
renounced his honours and fortunes, and acquired 
among the Paulicians the fame of a miflionary 
and a martyr. They were not ambitious of mar- 
tyrdom '% but in a calamitous period of . one 
hundred and fifty years, their patience fuftained 
whatever zeal could inflifl: : and power was in- 
fufEcient to eradicate the obftinate vegetation of 
fanaticifm and reafon. From the blood and aflies 
of the firft vidims, a fucceflion of teachers 
and congregations repeatedly arofe : amidft their 
foreign hoftilities, they found leifure for db- 
meftic quarrels : they preached, they difputed, 
they fuffered ; and the virtues, the apparent vir- 
tues, of Sergius, in a pilgrimage of thirty-three 
years, are reluftantly confeffed by the orthodox 
hiftorians '^ The native cruelty of Juftinian the 
fecond was ftimulated by a pious caufe ; and he 
vainly hoped to extinguifli, in a fingle confla- 
te It (hould feem, that the Paulicians allowed themfelves fome latitude 
cf equivocation and mental refervatioil : till the Catholics difcovered the 
prefTing queftions, which reduced them to the alternative pf apoftacy or 
martyrdom (Petr. Sical. p. 760.). 

16 Tne perfeeution is told by Petrus Siculus (p. 579— -763.) vt^ith fatif- 
faction and pleafantry. Juftus jufta perfolvit. Simeon was not Tiro; but 
xnroff (the pronunciation of the two vowels muft have been nearly the 
lame), a great whale that drowned the mariners who aiiftook him for an 
iiUnd. See likewife Cedrenus (p. 432— 43 5-)* 

gration 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ot THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 177 

gtation the hame and memory of the Paulidans. chap. 
By their primitive fimplicity, their abhorrence >_,-^^4_r 
of popular fuperftition, the Iconoclaft princes 
might have been reconciled to fome erroneous 
<ioftrInes; but they themfelves were ekpofed to 
the calumnies of the monks, and they chofe to 
be the tyrants, left they fhould be accufcd as the 
accomplices, of the Manichaeans. Such a re* 
proach has fullied the clemency of Nicephorus, 
who < relaxed in their favour the feverity of the 
penal ftatutes, nor will his charafter fuftain the 
honour of a more liberal motive. , The feeble 
Michael the firft, the rigid Leo the Armenian, 
were foremoft in the race of perfecution ; but the 
prize muft doubtlefs be adjudged to the fanguinary 
devotion of Theodora, who reftored the images 
to the Oriental church. Her inquifitors explored 
the cities and mountains of the leiTer Afia, and 
the flatterers of the emprefs have afErmed that, 
in a (hort reign, one ^lundr^d thoufand Paulicians 
were extirpated by the fword, the gibbet, or the 
flames. Her guilt or merit has perhaps been 
ftretched beyond the meafure of truth: but if 
the account be allowed, it muft be prefumed that 
many fimple Iconoclafts were punifhed under a 
more odious name ; and that fome who were driven 
from the church, unwillingly took refuge in the 
bofom of herefy. 

The moft furious and dcfperate of rebels are Revolt of 
the feftaries of a religion long perfecuted, and at ^^^ p^*'^^- 
length provoked. In an holy caufe they are no a*d. 
longer fufceptible of fear or remorfe : the juftice ^^"" °* 
of their arms hardens them agamft the feelings of 

VpL. X. N humanity ;~ 
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CHAP, humanity ; and they revenge their fathers* xrr^ngt 
r..,,^^,.^^^ on the children of their tyrants,. Such have been 
the Huffites of Bohemia and the Calvinifts of 
France, and fuch, in the ninth century, were the 
t^aulicians of Armenia and the adjacent pro- 
vinces '\ They were firft awakened to the maf- 
facre of a governor and bifhop, who exercifed the 
Imperial mandate of converting or deftroying the 
heretics : and the deepeft recefles of mount 
Argaeus protefted their independence and revenge. 
A more dangerous and co^fuming flame was 
kindled by the perfecution of Theodora, and the 
revolt of Carbeas, a valiant Paulician, who com- 
manded the guards of the general of the Eaft* 
His father had been impaled by the Catholic 
inquifitors; and religion, or at lead nature, 
might juftify his defertion and revenge. Five 
thoufand of his brethren were united by the fame 
motives ; they renounced the allegiance of anti- 
chriftian Rome ; a Saracen emir introduced Car- 
beas to . the caliph ; and the commander of the 
faithful extended his fceptre to the implacab)e 
thcyforrify enemy of the Greeks. In the mountain between 
Tcphricc, siwas and Trebizond he founded or fortified the 
city of Tephrice '% which is ftill occupied by a 
fierce and licentious people, and the neighbouring 
bills" were covered with the Paulician fugitives, 

»7 Pctnis Sicultts (p. 763, ^64.), ttj6 continuator of Thcophanes (1. ir. 
Ct 4. p. J039 104.), Cedrenus (p. 541, 541. 545)^ and Zonaras (ton), ii. 
1. xvi. p.i56.)> dtCcTihe the revolt and exploits of Carbeai and hlsPatttfi* 
cians. 

>8 Otter (Voyage en Turquie et en Perfe, tom. ii*) is probably the only 
Frank who h;is vhitedthe independent Barbarians of Tephrice, now Divrijni, 
from whom he fbrtonatcly eftaptd in the ttmn of a Turkifli olftcer. 

i' A who 
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Who now reconciled the ufe of the bible and chap. 
the fword. During more than thirty years, Afia -^^m^-.^f 
was afflided by the calamities of foreign and 
domeftic war : in their hoftile inroads the difciples 
of St. Paul were joined with thofe of Mahomet; 
and the peaceful chriftians, the aged parent and 
tender virgin, who were delivered into barbarous 
fervitude, might juftly accufe the intolerant fpirit 
of their fovereign. So urgent was the mifchief^ 
fo intolerable the ^ame, that even the diiToIute 
Michael, the fon of Theodora, was * compeIle4 
to march in perfon againd the Paulicians : he was 
defeated under the walls of Samofata ; and the 
Roman emperor fled before the heretics whom 
his mother had condemned to the flames. The 
Saracens fought under the fame banners, but the 
vi&ory was afcribed to .Carbeas ; and the captive 
generals, with more than an hundred tribunes^ 
were either releafed by his avarice, or tortured 
by his fanaticifm. The valour and ambition of 
Chryfocheir "% his fucceflbr, embraced a wider 
circle of rapine and revenge. In alliance with 
his faithful Moflems, he boldly penetrated into 
the heart of Afia ; the troops of the frontier and 
the palace were repeatedly overthrown ; the 
edids of perfecution were anfwered by the pillage ^Jl^^^^^^ 
of Nice and Nicgmedia, of Ancyra and Ephefus j 
nor could the apoftle St. John proted from 
violation his city and fepulchre. The cathedral 

t9 In the hiftory of Chryfocheir, Gencfiui (Chron. p. 67 -70. edit. Ve- 
Bct.) has expofed the nakednefs of the empire. Conftantine Porphyrogenltus 
(in Vit^Bafil. c. 37—43, p. 166— 171.) iuw difplayed the giory of his 
grandfather, Cedrenus (p. 570—573.) i» wiihout their pjiflions or their 
knowledge. 

Na 
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c HA P. of Ephefus was turned into a ftable for mules and 
horfes ; and the Paujicians vied with the Saracens 
in their contempt and abhorrence of images and 
relics. It is not unpleafing to obferve the triumph 
of rebellion over the fame defpotifm which has 
difdained the prayers of an injured people. The 
emperor Bafil, the Macedonian, was reduced to 
fue for peace, to offer a ranfom for the captives, 
and to requeft, in the language of moderation 
and charity^ that Chryfocheir wpnld fpare his 
fellow-chriftians, and content himfelf with a 
royal donative of gold and filver and fi Ik gar- 
ments. " If the emperor,** replied the infolent 
fanatic, " be defirous of peace, let him abdicate 
** the Eaft, and reign without moleftation in the 
^* Weft. If he refufe, the fervants of the Lord 
** will precipitate him from the throne.** The 
l-eludant Bafil fufpended the treaty, accepted the 
defiance, and led his army into the land of herefy, 
vrtiich he wafted with fire and fword. The open 
country of the Paulicians was expofed to the fame 
calamities which they had inflided ; but when he 
had explored the ftrength of Tephrice, the mul- 
titude of the Barbarians, and the ample maga- 
zines of arms and provifions, he defifted with a 
figh from the hopelefs fiege. On his return to 
Conftantinople he laboured, by the foundation of 
convents and churches, to fecure the aid of his 
celeftial patrons, of Michael the archangel and 
the prophet Elijah ; and it was his daily prayer 
that he might live to tranfpierce, with three ar- 
rows, the head of his impious adverfary. Beyond 
his expeflations, the with was accompliflied : 

after 
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after a fucceftful inroad, Chryfocheir was fur- chap. 
prifed and flain in his retreat; and the rebel's ',,-,A^ 
head was triuinphantly prefented at the foot of 
the throne. On the reception of this welcome 
trophy, Bafil inftantly called for his bow, dif- 
charged three arrows whh unerring ^im, and 
accepted the applaufe of the court, who hailed 
the viftory of the royal archer. With Chryfc^ l^n^^* 
cheir, the glory of the Paulicians : faded and 
withered **" ; on the fecond expedition of the 
emperor, the impregnable Tephrice was deferted 
by the heretics, who fued for mercy or efcaped 
to the borders. The city was ruined, but the 
fpirit of independence furvived in the mountains ; 
the Paulicians jdefended, above a century, their 
religion and liberty, infefted the Roman liinits, 
and maintained their perpetual alliance with the 
enemies of the empire and the gofpeL 

About the middle of the eighth century, Con- Their 
ftantine, furnamed Copronymus by the wor- Utto/from 
Slippers of images, had made an expedition into tTmwe. 
Armenia, and' fpund, in the cities of Melitene 
and Theodofiopolis, a great number of Paulicians, 
his kindred heretics. As a favour or punifhment, 
he tranfplanted them from the banks of the 
Euphrates to Conftantinople and Thrace; and 
by this emigration their doftrine was introduced 
and diffufed in Europe **. If the feflaries of the 

20 Zwotf^rtixKoayQn isa^oi, i ct>v^ycr% tv}^ T€^pucn> euayJift. How elegant 
is the Greek tongue, even in the moUth of Cedrcnus! 

" Copronymus tranfported hii cvyyinik^i heretics j and thus tffAaTO^dji 
i oa^k^ Ilai/Xixic&yop; fays Cedrcnus (p. ^^%»)9 who has copied the anna)$ 
pf Theophanes? 

N 3 metro- 
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CHAP, metropolis were foon mingled with the pro- 
mifcupus mafs, thofe of the country ftruck a 
deep root in a foreign foil. The Paulicians of 
Thrace refifted the ftorms of perfecution, main- 
tained a fecret correfpondence with their Arme- 
nian brethren, and g^ve aid and comfort to 
their preachers, who folicited, not without fuc- 
cefs, the infant faith of the Bulgarians". In 
the tenth . century, they were reftored and mul- 
tiplied, by ia .more powerful colony, which John 
Zimifces*^ tranfported from the Chalybian hills 
to the valleys of Mount Haemus. The Oriental 
clergy, who would have preferred the dcftruftion, 
impatiently, fighed for the; abfence, of the Mani- 
chaeans : the warlike emperor had felt and ef- 
teemed their valpur: their attachment to the 
Saracens was pregnant with mifchief; but, on 
the fide of the Danube, againfl: the Barbarians of 
Scythia, their fervicc might be ufeful, and their 
lofs would be defirable. Their exile in a diftant 
. land was foftened by a free toleration : the Pauli- 
cians held the city of Phllippopolis and the keys 
of Thrace ;. the Catholics were their fubjefts ; 
the Jacobite emigrants their affociates : they 
occupied a line of villages and caftles in Macedonia 
and ^pirus; and many native Bulgarians were 
aiibciated to the communion of arms and herefy. 

** Pctrus Siculus, who rcfided nine months at Tephrice (A. D. 870.) for 
the ranfom of captives (p. 764. ), was informed of their intended mifli$>n» 
and addrcflfcd his prefervative, the HilVoria Manichieorum, to the new arch- 
bifliop of the Bulgarians (p. 754. )» 

^i The colony of Paulicians and Japobites tranfplantcd-by John Zimlfces 
(A. D. 97a ) from Armenia to Thrace, is mentioned by Zonaris (tom* iU 
L x^ii. p. 209.) and Anna Comnena ( Alexiad^ 1. xiv. p. 450^ &c.). 

As 
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As long as they were awed by power and treated chap: 
with moderation, cheir voluntary bands were -^r-^A^* 
diftinguiihed in the armies of the empire; and 
the courage of thefe dogSy evar greedy qf war,' 
ever thirfty of human blood, ia noticed with ' - 
aftoniAuneo^, and aimoft with reproach,, by the 
pufillanimqus Greeks. The fame fpirft rendered 
them, arrogant and contumacious ; they were 
eafily provoked by caprice or injury; apd their 
privileges were often . violated by fih^ • faithlefe 
bigotry of the government artd clergy* . In the 
midft of the Norman war, two thoufand five 
hundred Manichaeans deferted the flandard of 
Alexius Comnenus **, and retired to their native 
homes, - He diflembled till the moment of re- 
venge; ifivited the chiefs to a friendly con- ^ 
ference; and puniihed the innocent and guilty 
by imprifonment, confifcation, and baptifm. In 
an interval of peace, the emperor undertook the 
pious ofEce of reconciling them to the church 
and ftate : his winter-quarters were fixed at 
Philippopolis ; and the thirteenth apoftle, as he 
IS ftyled by his pious daughter, confumed whole 
days and nights in theological controverfy. Hi$ 
arguments were fortified, their obftinacy was 
melted, by the honours and rewards which he 
bellowed on the moft eminent profelytes ; and 
a new city, furrounded with gardens, enriched 
vith immunities, and dignified with his own 

*4 The Alexiad of AnnaComnena (l.v. p. T31. I. vi. p 154, 155. I. xiv. 
p. 450-^4^7. with the annotations of Ducange) records the tianfa€lions of 
i^er apoftolic father with the Maaichsanb, whofe aboftiinable herefy /he was 
dtfiroHi of refuting. 

IT 4 name. 
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name, was founded by Alexius, for the rei]« 

deuce of his vulgar converts. The important 

ftation of Philippopolis was wrefted from their 

hands; the contumacious leaders were fecured 

in a dungeon, or baniflied from their country; 

and their lives were fpared by the prudence, ra* 

ther than the mercy, of an emperor, at whofe 

command a poor and folitary heretic was bum; 

alive before the church of St. Sophia **. But 

the proud hope of eradicating the prejudices of 

a nation was fpeedily overturned by the invincible 

seal of the Paulicians, who ceafed to diflemble 

or refufed to obey. After the departure and 

death of Alexius, they foon refumed their civil 

and religious laws. In the beginning of the 

thirteenth century, their pope or primate (a ma* 

nifeft corruption) refidcd on the confines of 

Bulgaria, Croatia, and Dalmatia, and governed, 

by his vicars, the filial congregations of Italy 

and France *•. From that asra, a minute fcru* 

tiny might prolong and perpetuate the chain of 

tradition. At the end of the laft age, the feft 

or colony ftill inhabited the vallies of mount 

Hsemus, where their ignorance and poverty were 

more frequently tormented by the Greek clergy 

than by the Turkifli government. The modern 

Paulicians have loft all memory of their origin ; 

as Bafll, a monk, and the author of the Bogoniiles, a fed of Gnoilics, 
v/ho foon vaniihed (Anna Comnena^ Alexiad, L xv. p. 486^-494. Moflieim, 
Hjft. Ecclefiaftica, p. 4*0. ). * 

*6 Matt. Paris, Hift. Major, p. t67. This pafTage of ourEngliih liifto- 
. fianis alleged by Ducange in an excellent note on Villcliardouin (N© ic8. J, 
•who found the Paulicians at Philippopolis the friends of the Bulgarians. 

and 
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and their religion is difgraced by the worfliip of c ha p. 
rhe crofs, and the praftice of bloody facrifice, which w*v-w 
jTome captives have imported from the wilds of 
Tartary *'• 

In the Weft, the firft teachers of the Manichaea» 2u^^'j,"J^ 
theology had been repulfed by the people, or fup^r itaiy and 
preffed by the prince. The favour and fuccefs of ^ "^', 
the Paulicians in the eleventh and twelfth centu* 
ries, muft be imputed to the ftrong, though fecret, 
difcontent which armed the moft pious Chriftians 
againft the- church of Rome. Her avarice was op« 
preffive, her defpotifm odious : lefs degenerate per- 
haps than the Greeks in the worfliip of faints and 
images, her innovations were more rapid and 
fcandaious : (he had rigoroufly defined and impofed 
the doftrhie of tranfubftantiation : the lives of the 
Latin clergy were more corrupt, and the Eaftern 
bifliops might pafs for the fucceifdrs of the apoftles^ 
if they were compared with the lordly prelates, 
who wielded by turns the crofter, the fceptr?, an4 
the fword. Three different roads might intro- 
duce the Paulicians into the heart of Europe. 
After the converfion of ,. Hungary, the pilgrims 
^ho vifited Jerufalem might fafely follow the 
courfe of the Danube: in their journey and 
return they paflfed through Phtlippopolis ; and the 
feftaries, difguifing their name and herefy, might 
accompany the French or German caravans to 
their refpeftive countries.' The trade and domi« 
nion of Venice pervaded the coaft of the Adriatic, 
and the hofpitable republic opened her bofom to 

«7 See MaHigliy Stato MUitare dell* Xmpero Occomaiko^ p. 14. 

3 foreigners 
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CHAP, foreigners of every climate and religion. Under 
the Byzantine ftandard, the Paulicians were often 
tranf ported to the Greek provrnces of Italy and 
Sicily; in peace and war they freely converfed 
vith Arangers and natives, and their opinions 
were filently propagated in Rome, Milan, and the 
kingdoms beyond the Alps *'• It was foon difco* 
vered, that many thoufand Catholics of every 
rtok, and o£ either fex, had. embraced the Mani- 
chsean herefy ; and the flames which confumed 
twelve canons of Orleans, was thefirfl afl: and fig- 
nal of perfeculioHi The Bulgarians*^, a name fo 
innocent in its dnigin,. fo odious in its application, 
fpriead . their branches- over the face of Europe* 
United' in commtM hatred of idolatiiy and RojQ;ie, 
they were coraicfted by a fon» of f pifcopat and 
preibyterian govcirnpent ^ their V4tiou« (eiks iwr< 
(tfftrimmattd by.Jbine: fainter or darker (hades of 
tfaaculogy ; but tbey gentraJly agreed in the two 
prificiplesy the contempt of the old teftament^ and 

• ^••'ji .;'. p' . . 

^^rT^? |ntr^du6ViQa of tlie Paulicians into Italy and France, is amply 
difcuffed by Muratori (Antiquiiat Ifalia medii JEw'i, torn. v. diflert. ix. 
fJsi — i5i.)i ^i^t* M^flTdni (p. 379-^^382. 419-/^22.). Yet both have 
(QrrrK>olgulji .curious j>i>lfa|:e of W^ltam the Apulian, who cUairly dc/cribes 
tfeem in a I'attle between th^ Cjicekb and Norm^ins, A. D. 1040 (in Muia- 
t6ri, 'Scripf. Atrum lia.. (om» v.*'p. 256.): 

f Qoit)i3Gr;rd$aderant/tj«f|fttniq)tos peffimus oror, ^ ^ 

Fcfcrai^mcDt^s^ e^ ab ipfp ngnieji habibai^t. 
But he is fo' ignorant of their dod)rinc as to ma4\e them a kind cf Sibelh'ani 
o«>Pat«ipai[iian6« .■./.- 

^9 B^lia^ijr Bouigm, Sou^^^^"^ national appellation,. h»% been applied bf 
the Frencli as a term of reproach to ufurers and unnatural^ Tinners. The 
Materhtif or^Patiiiuii Uvfs htei) rtadeto figrttfy a fmort44^iid fiattcrmg'hypft* 
cfjtc./uch a^fAw)t\ptFaiei'Jio{ ioat origin)^ and pioafa fit farce (Ducaiige> 
GlofT. Latinitat. iTiedii ct infimi JEvl ). The Manichccns were likewife 
named Catkari, or the pure^ by corruption, Gawtri^ &c. 

* '^' • • • •• the 
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the denial of the body of Chrift, either on the c h a p. 
crofs or in the eucharift, A confeffion of fimple ..^^.^^ 
worfiiip and blamelefs manners is extorted from 
their enemies ; and fo high was their ftandard of 
perfedion, that the increafing congregations were 
divided into two claffes of difciples, of thofe who 
praftifed, and of thofe who afpired. It was in the ^f^^^^ 
country of the Albigeois ^, in the font hern pro- b.geoi?, 
vinces of France, that the Paulicians were moft ,100, ic 
deeply implanted ; and the fame viciflitudes of 
martyrdom and revenge which had been difplayed 
in the neighbourhood of the Euphrates, were 
repeated in the thirteenth century on the banks of 
the Rhdne. The laws of the Eaftern emperors 
were revived by Frederic the fecond. The infur- 
gents of Tephriee were reprefented by the barons 
and cities of Languedoc : Pope Innocent III. fur- 
paffled the fangiiinary fame of Theodora. It was 
in cruelty ilone that her foldiers could equal the 
heroes of the cfufades, and the cruelty of her 
prieflrs was far excelled by the founders of the in- 
quifition '* ; ^n office more adapted to confirm^, 
than to refute, the belief of an evil principle. 
The vifible affemblies of the Paulicians, or Albi- 

39 Of the ]avvsy . cmfede^ and peefecution agatnft the Albigeois, a juft, 
though general idea, is expreOed.by Modiein) (p. ^yy^j^i,). The detail 
ntay be found in the eccknaitlcal hi/torians, ancient and modern, Catholics 
and ProctAant|$«and arootug thefe Fleary is the moft impartial and mode« 
rate. 

3« The A6^s (Liber Sententiarum) of the InquifitioH of Tholoufe (A. D. 
ijoj-^-ijjtj.) have been publiflied by Linf>borch (Aniilelodami, 169a), with 
a previous HiCory of the InquiAtion in general. They deferved a more 
learned and critical editor. As we muft uot calumniate even Satan, or the 
Holy Office, I will obferve, that of a lift of criminals which fiils nineteen 
folio pages, only fifteen a^ ^»d iour women were delivered to the fecular 
ar/n« .... 

geois. 
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geois, were extirpated by fire and fword ; and the 
bleeding remnant efcaped by flight, concealment, 
or catholic conformity. But the invincible fpirii 
which they had kindled ftill lived and breathed in 
the Weftern world. In the ftate, in the church, 
and even in the cloifter, a latent fucceffion was 
preferved of the difciples of St. Paul ; who pro. 
tefted againft the tyranny of Rome, embraced the 
Inble as the rule of faith, and purified their creed 
from all the vifions of the Gnof^ic theology. The 
ftruggles of Wickliff in England, of Hufs in Bo- 
hemia, were premature and ineffedual ; but the 
names of Zuinglius, Luther, and Calvin, are pro* 
nounced with gratitude as the deliverers of 
nations. 
wdTi^fe A philofopher, who calculates the degree of 
qacnccs of thcit merit and the value of their reformation, will 
prudently afk from what articles of fjaith, ahvoe or 
agaitf/i our reafon, they have enfran,chifed the 
Chriftians ; for fuch enfranchifem^nt is doubtlefs 
a benefit fo far as it may be compatibk with truth 
and piety. After a /fair difcuflion we (hall rather 
()e furprifed by the timidity^ than fcandalifed by 
the freedom, of our firft reformers **. With the 
Jews, they adopted! the belief and defence of all 
the Hebrew fcriptures, with all ibeir prodigies, 
from the garden of Eden to the' vifions of the pro* 
phet Daniel ; and they were bound, like the Ca- 
tholics, to juftify againft the Jews the abolition of 
^ divine law. In the great myfteries of the Tri* 

. n The opinions and proceedings of the reformers are expofed in the 
f<icond ^rt of the general hiftory of Moflieim : but the balance, which he 
h^ bel4 wi)Cb 16 clear an eye> aadio Acariy^n )iand, begins to Incline In 
lavcur of his Lutheran brethren. 
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iiity and Incarnation the reformers were feverely 
orthodox : they freely adopted, the theology of the 
four, or the firft fix councils ; and with the Athana- 
fian creed, they pronounced the eternal damnation 
of all who did not beh'eve the Catholic faith* Tranii 
fubftantiation, the invifible change of the bread 
and wine into the body and blood of Chrift, is a 
tenet that may defy the power of argument and 
pleafantry ; but inftead of confulting the evidence 
of their fenfes, of their fight, their feeling, and 
their tafte, the firft proteftants were entangled in 
their own fcruples, and awed by the words of Jefus 
in the inftitution of the facrament. Luther maih- 
tained a corporeal^ and Calvin a real, prefence of 
Chrift in the eucharift ; and the opinion of Zuin- 
glius, that it is no more than a fpiritual commu*^ 
nion, a fimple memorial, has flowly prevailed in 
the reformed churches ". But the lofs of one 
myftery wa« amply compenfated by the ftupendous 
doftrines of original fin, redemption, faith, grace, 
and predeftination, which have been ftrained from 
the epiftles of St. Paul. Thefe fubtle queftions 
had moft afluredly been prepared by the fathers 
and fchoolmen; but the final improvement and 
popular ufe may be attributed to the firft reform- 
ers, who enforced them as the abfolute and effen- 
tial terms of falvation. Hitherto the weight of 
fupernatural belief inclines againft the Proteftants ; 

13 Under Edward VI. our reformation was more bold and ptrfcft ; but m 
the fundamental articles of the church of England, a Arong and explicit 
declaration againd the real prefence was obliterated in the original copy, to 
pleafe the people, or the Lutherans, or Queen Elizabtth (Burnet's HJftor/ 
of the Reformation, vol.U. p. Sz. izS. 302.]. 

and 



Digitized by 



Google 



ijK> Tf!E DECttNE. AND FALL 

c M A p. and many a fobcr Chriftian would rather admit 
^'^' that a wafer is. God, than that God is a cruel and 
capricious tyrant. 

Yet the fervices of Luther and his rivals are folid 
and important ; and the philofopher mud own his 
obligations to thefe fearlefs enthufiafts '*. L By 
their hands the lofty fabric of fuperftitjon, from 
the abufe of indulgences to the interceffion of the 
Virgin, has been levelled with the ground. My- 
riads of both fexes of the monaftic profeffion were 
reftored to the liberty tind labours of focial life« 
An hierarchy of faints and angels, of imperfeft 
and fubordinate deities, were dripped of their teni« 
poral power, and reduced to the enjoyment of 
celeftial happinefs : their images and relics were 
banifliedfrom the church ; and the credulity of the 
people was no longer nouri(hed with the daily 
repetition of miracles and vifions. The imitation 
of Paganifm was fupplied by a pure and fpiritual 
♦worlhip of prayer and thankfgiving, the moft worthy 
of man, the leatt unworthy of the Deity. It only 
remains to obferve, whether fuch fublime fimpli- 
city be confiftcnt with popular devotion ; whether 
the vulgar, in the abferice of all vifible objeQs, 
will not be inflamed by enthufiafm, or infenfibly 
fubfide in languor and indiflFerenc€. IL The 
chain of authority was broken, which retrains the 
bigot from thinking as he pleafes, and the flave 
from fpeaking as he thinks : the popes*, fathers, 
and councils, were no longer the fupreme and in* 

U " Had It not been for fuch men as Luther and myfclf^** faid the fanatic 
Whiilon to i^]alley the philofopher, ** you would now be kneeling before an 
" image of St. Winifred.** 
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fallible judges of the world; and each Chrlftian 
was taught to acknowledge no law but the fcrip- 
tures, no interpreter but his own confcience. This 
freedom, however, was the confequence, rather 
than the defign, of the reformation. The patriot 
reformers were ambitious of fucceeding the tyrants 
whom they had dethroned. They impofed with 
equal rigour their creeds and confeffions ; they 
afferted the right of the magiftrate to punifh here- 
tics with death. The pious or perfonal animofity 
of Calvin profcribed in Servctus " the guilt of his 
own rebellion ^^ ; and the flames of Smithfield, in 
which he was afterwards consumed, had been kin- 
dled for the Anabaptifts by the zeal of Cranmer *^ 
The nature of the tyger was the famie, but he was 
gradually ^deprived of his teeth and fangs. A fpi- 
^ ritual and temporal kingdom was poiTefled by the 

35 The article of Servet in thcDiflionaire Critique of ChaBfTepie, Is the 
beft account which I hav^e feen of this fliA»mtfui tranfaftion. Sec likewifif 
the Abb6 d'Artigny, Nbuveaux Mcmoircs d'Hiltoire, &c. torn. ii. p. 55—* 

36 I am more deeply fcandalifed at' the iingle execution of Sefvetus, tbaii 
at the hecatombs which hav^ blazed in the Auio da Fes of Spain and Portu- 
gal. 1. The zeal ol Calvin ft cms to have been envenomed by perfonal 
malice, and perhaps envy. He acvufed his adverfary before their common 
enemies, the judges of Vienna^ and betrayed, for his deftru6lion^ the facred 
truft of a privare correfpondence, a. The deed of cruelty- was not varnifhed 
by the prttence of dan jtr to the church or ftate. In his pafTage through 
Geneva, Servctus was an harmlef% ftranger, who neither p«^eache!!, nor 
printedj nor made profelytes. 3. A Catholic inquifitor yields the fanid 
obedience which he requires, but Calvin violated the golden rule of doing 
as he would be done by ; a rule wliich I read in a moral treatife of JfocratcS 
(in Nicole, torn. i. p. 93 edit. Battic), four hundred years before the pub- 
lication of the gofpcL *A ira^xfima v$' Irspw o^y*ftff'Si, renna to<^ 

37 See Burnet, vol. il p. 84 — 86. The fenfe and hum|«iiry of the ypung 
king were oppreffed by the authority of the primate. 

Roman 
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CHAP. Roman pontiflF: the Proteftant doftors were ftib* 
jeds of an humble rank, without revenue or jurif- 
di€lion* His decrees were confecrated by the anti* 
quity of the Catholic church : /AWr arguments and 
difputes were fubmitted to the people ; and their 
appeal to^ private judgment was accepted beyond 
their wifbes, by curiofity and enthufiarm. Since 
the days of Luther and Calvin, a fecret reform- 
atbn has been filently working in the bofom of the 
reformed churches ; many weeds of prejudice were 
eradicated ; and the difciples of Erafmus '* diffufed 
a ipirit of freedom and moderation. The liberty 
of confcience has been; claimed as a common benefit, 
an inalienable right *' : the free governments of 
Holland *"" and England *' introduced the practice 
of toleration ; and the narrow allowance of the 
laws has been enlarged by the prudence and hu** 
roanity of the times. In the exercife, the mind 
has underftood the limits of its powers, and the 

i^ Erafmus may be confidered as the father of rational theology. After 
a flumbtr of an hundred years, it was revived bythe ArmioUns of Holland, 
Grotius, Limborch, and Le Clerc } in England by Chiilingworth, the lati- 
tudinarians of Cambridge (Burnet, Hiil. of own Times, vol. j. p. 261— 
268. otHwo edition), Tillotfon, Clarke, Hoadley, &c. 

19 1 am forry to obfcrve, that the three writers of the laA age, by whom 
the rights of toleration have been fo nobly defended, Bayle, Leibnitz, and 
Locke, are all laymen and philofophers. 

40 See the excellent chapter of Sir William Tempi* on the religion of the 
United Provinces. I am not fatisfied with Grotius (de Rebus Beigicis, 
Annal. 1. i. p. 13, 14. edit, in iimo), wh* approves the Imperial laws o{ 
perfecution, and only condemns the bloody tribunal of the inquifition. 

41 Sir William t31ack(lone (Commentaries,, vol. iv. p. 33, 54} explains 
the law of England as it was fixed at the Revolution. The exceptions of 
Papifts, and of thofe who deny the Trinity, would ftill leave a tolerable fcope 
for perfecution, if the national fpirit were not more effiedual than an 
hundfed ftatutes. 

words. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 193 

words and fhadows that might amufe the child can chap. 



no longer fatisfy his manly reafon. The volumes 
of controverfy are overfpread with cobwebs : the 
doctrine of a Proteftant church is far removed 
from the knowledge or belief of its private mem* 
bers ; and the forms of orthodoxy, the articles of 
£iith, are fubfcribed with a figh or a fmile by the 
modern clergy. Yet the friends of Chriftianity 
are alarmed at the boundlefs impulfe of inquiry 
and fcepticifm* The predi£Uons of the Catholics 
are accompliflied : the web of myfteiy is un* 
ravelled by the Arminians, Arians, and Sodnians, 
whofe numbers muft not be computed from their 
feparate congregations $ and the pillars of revela* 
tion are ihaken by thofe men who preferve the 
name without the fubftance of religion, who in* 
dulge the licence without the temper of philo* 
Ibphy**. 

4* I diall recommciuf topubCc antmadverfion two |)aflages in Dr. Prieftley^ 
which hnnf tbc ultimate tendency of liia opiniont. At the firft of theft 
(Hiit of the Correptions of Chriftianityt vol. t. p. ±7$, %y6*) the prieft^ 
at the fecond {yqI. li* p. 48f.] the magiftnite, may treraUc I 
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Tht Buf^aHans.^^Origin^ Mlg^aiktrs^ and Settlement 
dfth^ Hungarians, -^Thhir Inroads in the Eaji and 
Weft. — ^he Monarchy of Rujfta. — Geography and 
Trade.. — Wars of the RuJJihp^ againjl ihe Grefek 
Empire.— Con'oerftofi of tte Barbarian^. 



CHAP. 

LV. 



f t'NBERr^'thie* reign dF Conftantine the grand- 
' ftm t^f'Heraclius,' the ancient barltier of the 
Danube, fo 'often vidlattcf ' ihd To 6fteii reftered, 
was irrettievaWy ft^^e^ awiy by a new deluge of 
BafbariaTis. Their j^rdgreft'^Was' fevoured'r by the 
falipbs, • thelt unkntDWn atrd 'a:ccfdetita:l auxHiaYies : 
(Tre Roman legkms Weri ottupJed in Afia ; and 
after the lofs of Syria, Egypt, and Africa,, the 
Caefar^ were twice .reduced to. the danger and dif- 
grace of defending their .capital againft . ttbe Sara- 
cens. If, in the account of this interefting people, 
I have deviated from the ftridand original line" 
of my undertaking, the merit of the fubjeft will 
hide my tranfgreifion or foHcit my excufe. In 
the Eaft, in the Weft, in war, in religion, in fcience, 
in their profperity, and in their decay, the 
Arabians prefs themfelves on our curiofity: the 
firft overthrow of the church and empire of the 
Greeks may be imputed to their arms; and the 
difciples of Mahomet ftill hold the civil and reU- 
gious fceptre of the Oriental world. But the 
fame labour would be unworthily beftowed on the 
fwarms of favagcs, who,, between the feventh and 
I ^ •' the 
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the- twelfth century, defcended from the plsuns of ^^.^^^ 
Scythia, in tranfient inrpad or perpetual emigra- ^^^' ^ w 
tion'* Their naipes are -upcouth, their origins 
doubtful, tjieir a£lion$ obfcure, their fuperftition 
was blind, their valour brutal, and the uniformity 
of th^ir public ^nd private lives was neither foftened 
by innocence nor reftned by policy. The 
majefty of the ByzRntine .throne repelled aiid fur- 
vived their difordcrly ajtajcks ; the greater part of 
thefe Barha^ians has dffappeared without leaving ^ 
^y mfimorial of their esifteoce, and the defpicable 
remnant continues, ^d may long continue, to 
grqap under the dominion of a foreign tyrant. 
From; tjii? antiquities :of, I. Bulgarians^ II. Hunga^ 
riaj^y ?nd..IIL )/?^^f7^':I Ihall content myfelf 
with JJetefting fi^h ftjiifts as yet deferve to be re- 
meqibered. The co^qaefts of the, IV. Normans, 
an4 th<y. xnojstarchy of thcy V. Tueucs, will natu- 
rally ter^in^te in, th<e meinorable Cru&des to the 
UoiyLLftlKi, and the double faU of the qity and 
^pipii» of >Co^fta^tine. 

In his march to Italy, Theodoric * the Oftro- Emigration 
goth had trampled on the arms of the Bulgarians, gfrlansf"'' 
After this defeat, the name and the nation are loft ^ ^- ^*^» 
dunng a .century and an half; and it may be fuf- 
pefted that the fame or. a fimilar appellation was 

^Y^l the paiTages of the Byzantine hKlory which relate to the Barbarians, 
are compikci^ mcthodifed, and tranfcribedy in a Latin verfion, by the labo- 
ri6u3 John.QQttheJf Strittcr, in his " Mcnjoriae Populorum ad Danubium, 
Pontum Euxinuniy Paludem Maotidem, Caucafum, Mare Cafplum, ct indft 
mfigis ad Septemtriones locolenMum.** Petpopoli. 177 1— 1779; in four tomes^ 
or fix volumes, in 4^. But the faihlon has not enhanced the price of thefe, 
^w materials. 

^ HiA* vol. vii. p. x«» 

O a revived 
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revived by ftrange colonies from the BbryftbeneSf 
the Tanais, or the Volga. A king of the ancient 
Bulgaria ' bequeathed to his five fons a lad leffon 
of moderation and concord. It vtras received as 
youth has ever received the counfels of age and 
experience ; the five princes buried their fotber ; 
divided his fubje&s and cattle ; forgot his advice ; 
feparated from each other ; and wandered in queft 
of fortune, till we find the moft adventurous in 
the heart of Italy, under the proteftion of the ex- 
arch of Ravenna \ But the dream of emigration 
was directed or impelled towards the capital. The 
modem Bulgaria, along the fouthern banks of the 
Danube, was damped with the name and image 
which it has retained to the prefent hour : the new 
tonquerors fucceffively acquired, by war or treaty, 
the Roman provinces of Dardania, Theflaly, and 
the two Epirus'^; the ecclefiadical fupremacy was 
tranflated from the native city of Juftinian; and, 
in their profperous age, the obfcure town of Lych* 
nidus, or Achrida, was honoured with the throne 

J Theophanes, p. 296— £99. Ana(lafiu«» p. 113. Kiccphorus, C« P* 
p. 7.2, 23. Theophanes places the old Bulgaria on the banks of the AtcU or 
Volga ; bttt be deprives himfelf of all geographical credit by difchargtng that 
river into the Euxinc Sea* 

♦ Paul. Diacon. dc Geftis Langobard. 1. v. c. 29. p. %Zx, 88a. ^ The ap- 
parent difference between the Lombard historian and the abovc-mentionei 
Greeks, is eafily reconciled by Camillo Fellegrino (de Ducatd Bencventano, 
diflerc. vii in the Scriptores Rerum Ital. torn v. p. 186, 187.) and Beretti 
(Chorograph. Italic medii /Evi, p. 273^ &c.). This Bulgarian cotony w«s 
planted in a vacant di(kri€t of Samnium> and learned the Latin, without for- 
getting their native language* 

5 Thefe province& of the Greek idiom and empire, are alRgned l» the 
Bulgarian kingdom in (bedifputc of eccUliaftical jurifdi^ion between the 
patriarchs of Rome and Condantinople (Baroiuus, Annal. Ecckf. A> D. Z€^t 

of 
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of a king and a patriarch*. The unqueftibnable chap. 
evidence of language attefts the defcent of the Bui- 
garians from the original ftock of the Sclavonian^ 
or more properly Slavonian race^ j and the kindred 
bands of Servians, Bofnians, Rafcians, Croatians, 
Walachiane % &c. followed cjther the ftandard or 
the example of the leading tribe. From the Euxine 
to the Adriatic, in the ftate of captives or fubjefts, 
or allies or enemies, of the Greek empire, they 
overfpread the land ; and the national appellation 
of the SLAVES • has been degraded by chance or 
malice from the fignification of glory to that of 
fervitude'*. Among thefe colonies, the Chroba- 

tiansy 

6 The (Ituation alu^ royalty of Lychnidiis» or Achricla> arc dearly ex* 
preiTcc* in Cedienus (p. ys^.)' The removal of an archbiihop or patriarch 
frotn Judinianea prinna, to Lychnidus, and at length to Ternovo, has pro- 
doced fomc perplexity in the ideas or language of the Greeks (Nicephorus 
Cregoras, i. ii, c. 2. p. 149 15* Thomaflin, Ulfciplme de TEglifey torn. i. 
1. 1, c. 19.13.); and a Frenchman (d*Anville) is more accurately (killed in 
the geography of their own country (Hid. de l*Academie dcs Inicriptions, 
tom.xxxi.)- 

7 Chaicocondylf s, a competent judge, affirms the identity of the language 
of the Dalmatians* Bofmans* Servians, Bulgarians f9o\t% (de Ret}vs Turcicis, 
1. %» p. 283.), and elfewhere of the Bohemians (I. ii, p. 3$.). The famo 
author has marked the fq>arate idiom of the Hitngflrians. 

< See ^he work of John Chriftopher de Jordan, de Originibus Sclavicis^ 
Vindob(Mic» t745> >n four parts, or two volumes in folio. His coUeAions 
and refearches are ufeful to elucidate the antiquities of Bohemia and the 
adjacent countries : but his plan is narrow, his ftyle barbarous, his criticifoi 
ihallow, and the Aulic counfelkM* is not free from the prejudices of a 6o« 
hemian. 

9 Jordan (bbfcribes to the welt known and probable derivation from Sldva, 
Imiii gloria^ a word of familiar ufe in the different dialers and parts of 
fpeech, and whith forms the termination of the moil illudrious nwtmt (de 
Originibus Sclavicis, pars L p. 40. pars iv. p. 10 1, loaO* 

so This converfion of a national into an appellative name appears to have 
arifen in the viii'** century, in the Oricnul France, where the princes and 
biJbepi were rich in Sclavonian captives, not of the Bohemian (exclaims 

O3 Jordan), 
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tiafis'% or Croats, who now attend the motions bf 
ah Auftrian army, are the defendants of a mighty 
croatsor people, the conquerors and fovcreigns of Dalmatian 
ofDaimatia, The maritime cities, and of thefe the infant re* 
A^D.960, pyj^j}^ of Ragufa, implored the aid and inftruc- 
tions of the Byzantine court : they were ad^ifed 
by the magnanimous Bafil to referve a fmall ac* 
knowledgment of their fidelity to the Roman em* 
pire, and to appeafe, by an annual tribute, the 
, wrath of thcfe irrefiftible Barbarians. The king* 
dom of Croatia was fhared by eleven Zoapans^ or 
feudatory lords ; and their united forces were 
numbered at fixty thoufand horfe and one hundred 
thoufand foot. A long fea-coaft, ' indented with 
capacious harbours, covered with a firing of iflands, 
and almoft in fight of the Italian fhores, difpofed 
both the natives and ftrangers to th^ prs^flice of 
navigation. The boats or brigantines of the Croats 
,were conftrufted after the fafliion of the old Libur-* 
nians : one hundred and eighty yeffels may excite ^' 
the idea of a refpeftable navy j but our feamen 
will fmile at the allowance of ten, or twenty, or 
forty, men for each of thefe Ihips of war. They 
were gradually converged to the more honourable 
fervice of commerce ; yet the Sclavonian pirates 

Jordan), bu.- of Sorabian. race. From thence the wo^d vyas extended to 
general ufc, to the modem languages, and even to the ftyle of the.laft Byv 
zantrncs (fee the Greek and Latin Gloffaries of Da Cange). The confufioa 
•f the ]£eC?ioi, or Servians, with the Latin Ser-oi^ was Aill more for- 
tunate and familiar (Conllant. Porphyr^^ de adminiftrando Imperio« c 32* 
p. 99.). 

IX The emperor Conftantine P«i^yrogenitiiSy mod accarate for bis own 
times, mod fabtriotttior preceding agesy defcribes the Scbvoniiss of Da|« 
»»tia (c.*9— .36,^. . 

were 
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mtre ftill frequent and dangerous ; ^nd it was not 
before tbe clofe of the t^nth century that the frecr 
riom and fovereignty of the Gulf were effedlually 
vindicated by the Venetian republic'*. The an- 
ccftors ofthefe Dalmatian kings were equally rcr 
moved from the ufe and abufe of navigation : they 
dwelt in the White Croatia, in the inland regions 
of Silefia and. Little Poland, thirty days* journey, 
according to the Greek computation, from the fea 
of darknefs. 

The glory of the Bulgarians " was confined to ^'^^^ ^'"s- 
a narrow fcope both of time and place. In the ^X^anag^ 
jiinth and tenth centuries, they reigned to the 640^1017. 
fouth of the Danube ; but the more powerful na- 
tions that bad. followed their emigration, repelled 
all return to tbe qorth and all progrefs to the weit> 
Yet, in the obfcure catalogue of their exploit*^ 
they might boaft an honx)ur which had liitherto 
b^en appropriated to the Goths ^ that of flaying 
in battle ope of the fucceffors of Auguftus and 
Conftantine. The emperor Nicephorus had loft 
his fame in the Arabian, h^ loft his life in the 
gclavonian, war. In his fir ft operations he adi. 
vanced with boldnefs and fuccefs into the centre 
of Bulgaria, and burnt the royal courts which was 
probably no mope than an edifice and village of 

»* See the anonymous Chronicle of the xi*** century, afcribed to Jolin 
Sagornimis, p. 94 — 102. aixl that compofed in the xiv*** by theDogf Andrciv 
Dandolo (Script. Rerum ItaU tom.xii. p. 2*7-*-Z30.)} tUc twooidtft«w- 
numcnis of the hiltory of Venice. ' 

«5 The i^ril kingdoni of the Bulgarians may be found, under the proper 
4ate>, in the Annals of Cedrenus and Zonaras. The Byzantine materials 
are colleftcd by Striitcr (Memoriae Fopulorum, torn. ii. pars ii. p. 441-— 
647.)} and the fericb of their kings is difpbfed and fettled hy Du Cangc (FaiW 
Byzant. p. 305^313.). 

'[ Q 4 timber, 
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timbere But, while he fearched the fpoil and re- 
fufed all offers of treaty, his enemies coUeded 
their fpirits and their forces : the pafles of retreat 
were infuperably barred ; and the trembling Nice* 
phorus was heard to exclaim : ^* Alas, alas ! unlefs 
^^ we could affume the wings of birds, we cannot 
** hope to efcape.'* Two days he waited his fate 
in the inactivity of defpair ; but, on the morning 
of the third, the Bulgarians furprifed the camp ; 
and the Roman prince, with the great officers of 
the empire, were ilaughtered in their tents. The 
^D.Six. body ofValens had been faved from infult; but 
the head of Nicephorus was expofed on a fpear^ 
and his ikull, enchafed with gold, was often re* 
pleniOied in the feafts of victory. The Greeks 
bewailed the diflionour of the throne; but they 
acknowledged the juft punithment of avarice and 
cruelty. This favage cup was deeply tindured 
with the manners of the Scythian wildernefs ; but 
they were foftened before the end of the fame 
century by a peaceful intercourfe with the Greeks^ 
the poifeflion of a cultivated region, and the intro- 
du&ion of the Chriftian worfliip. The nobles of 
Bulgaria were educated in the fchools and palace 
of Conftantinople ; and Simeon '% a youth of the 
royal line, was inftrufted in the rhetorjic of De* 
moflhenes and the logic of Ariftotle. He rdin- 
4. p. quifhed theprofeflion of a monk for that of a king 
Jr^^* and warrior ; and in bis reign, of more than forty 

'4 Simeonem remi-Gnecum efle sicbant, c6 quod % pueritii Bysantii De«» 
maftheois rhetoricam et Ariftotelis fyUogirmoi didicerat. Liulpran^, 1. iii. 
c. 1 He fays in another pUcc» Simeon, fortis hcllator, Bulgarir prcrratj 
ChriftianuSf fed vicinis Grsecit valde inlmicut (t i. c^i.)* 

^ years. 
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years, Bulgaria aflumed a rank among the civilized <^ h^ p. 
powers of the earth* '^Che Greeks, whom he 
repeatedly attacked, derived a fainc^confolation fron\ 
indulging themfelves in the reproaches of perfidy 
and ^crilege. They pujpchafed the aid of the Pa- 
gan Turks ; but Simeon, in a fecond battle, 
redeemed the lofs of the firft, at a time when it ^^'as 
efteemed a vidlory to elude the arms of that for-^ 
midable nation. The Servians were overthrown, 
made captive, and difperfed ; and thofe who vifited 
the country before their reftoration could difcover 
no more than fifty vagrants, without women or 
children, who extorted a precarious fubfiften^^ 
from the chace. On claflic ground, on the banks 
of the AcbelSus, the Greeks were defeated ; their 
horn was broken by the ftrength of the barbaric 
Hercules **. He formed the fiege of Conftantino- 
ple ; and, in a perfonal conference with the ent« 
peror, Simeon impofed the conditions [of peace^ 
They met with the mod jealous precautions : the 
royal galley was drawn clofe to an artificial and 
welUfortified platform ; and the majefty of the 
purple was emulated by the pomp of the Bulga- 
rian. ** Are you a Chriftian ?*' faid the humble 
Romanus ; " It is your duty to abftain from the 
•* blood of your fellow-chriftians. Has the third 
^^ of riches feduced you from the bleffings of 
** peace? Sheath your fword, open your hand, 
^* and I will fatiate the utmoft meafure of your 

>5 N •— « Rigtdum fera dexter^ comu 

Dam tenet, anfiregit truncique % fronte revellit. 
Ovid (Mctamorph. ix. i— loo.) has boldly painted tbe combat of the 
river 'god and the hero ^ the native and the (Irangcr. 

«« defires." 
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** dcfircs/' The rtcoacillation was fealedby « 
^omeftic alliance ; the freedorh of trade; was granted 
or reftored; the firft honours of the court were 
fecured to the friends of Bulgaria, above the am- 
baflrador$ of enemies or ft rangers *^ ; and her 
4^c, '^^^' princes were dignified with thjs high and invidious 
title of bajileus^ or emperor. But this friendfliip 
was foon difturbed : after the death of Simeon, the 
pations were again in arms \ his feeble fuccefibrs 
were divided and extinguiflied ; and, in the begia- 
ning of the eleventh century, the fecpnd Bafil, who 
•was born in the purple, deferved the appellation of 
conqueror of the Bulgarians. His avarice was in 
fome rne^fure gratified l>y a treafure.of four hundred 
thoufand pounds fterling (ten thoufand pounds 
weight of gold), which he found in the palace of 
Lychnidus. His cruelty inflicted a cool and exqul- 
iite vengeance on fifteen thoufand captives who 
had been guilty of the defence of theij country : 
they were deprived of fight ; hut to one of each 
hundred a fingle eye was left, that he might conduQ: 
his blind century to the prefence of their king. 
Their king is faid to have expired of grief and 
horror j the nation wa? awed by this terrible ex- 
ample ; the Bulgarians were fwept' away from 
their fettlements^ and circumfcribed within a nar- 

16 The ambaflador of Otho was provoked by the Greek jcxcefles, cum 

Chriftophori filium Pctrus Bulgarorum Vafileui conjugcm ducerct, Symphtmfiy 
idtft confonantia, fcriptojuramento firmata fur t, ut omhuim gentium j4pof- 
tol'is, id clt nunciis, penes nos Bulgarorum Apoftoii prscponantur, honortntur, 
diiigantur (Liutprand inXegatione, p. 482.). Sec the Ceremoniale of Con- 
ftantinc of Porphyrogenitus, lom. i. p. 82. torn. ii. p. 4»9»43a 434, 435. 
443* 444* 44^' 447* '^^^ ^^ annotations of Rciike. 

row 
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row province ; the forvivbg chiefs bequeathed to chap. 
t|ieir children the advice of /patience and the duty -,_^^^1 ^^ 
pf revenge. 

11. When the black fwarm o£ Hungarians &r^ oullrul^ 
hung over Europe, about nine hundred years after or Hunga- 
the Chriftian aera^ they were miftaken by fear and a! d' 88^ 
fuperftition for the Gog and Magog of the fcrip* 
turesj.the figns and forerunners of the end of 
the world '\ Since the introdudion of letters^ 
they have explored their own antiquities with a 
ftrong and laudable impulfe of patriotic curiofity **. 
Their rational criticifoi can no longer be amufed 
with a vain pedigree of Attila and the Huns : 
but they complain that their primitive records 
have periilied in the Tartar war; that the truth 
or fidion of their ruftic fongs is long fince for- 
gotten ; and that the fragments of a rude chro- 
nicle*'' mud be painfully reconciled with the 

con^ 



<7 A bithop of WurtzbuYgh fubmkted this opinion to a reverend 'ail^bot; 
but he ixiore gravely decided, th.u Gog and Magog were the fpirituai perfe- 
cutors of tbc church ; fince GOg figni^es the root, the pride of the Heiefi- 
archs, and Magog what comes from the roof, the propagation of their 
ic&s. Yet thefe men once commanded the refpe^l of mankind (Fleury^ 
Hift. Ecclef. torn. xi. 'p. 594, &c.). 

18 The two national authors, from whom I have derived the mpft a/H fi- 
ance* are George Pray ( DiiI«:rtatione$ ad Anoales vcteruni Hungarorum, 
&c* Vindobonse, 17759 in folio), and Stephen Katona {Hlil. Critica Du« 
cum etRegum Hungaris (tirpis Arp;dian«, Psllini, 177S— 1781, 5 vols, 
in od^avo). The firft embraces a large and often conjcdiural fpace 5 the 
latter, by his learning, judgment, and perfpicuity, defervcs the name of a 
critical hi(iorian. 

19 The author of this Chronicle is ftyled the notary of kmg Bela. Ka- 
tona has afligned him to the xii'|* century, and defends his charadlcr againfl 
the hypercriticifm of Pray. This rude, annalift muft have tranfcribed fome 
hilloricai records^ fince he could affirm with dignity, reje£tis talfis fabulis 
* ' \ ruillcorum. 
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CHAP. 



contemponiTy though foreign intelligence of the 
Imperial geographer ^« Ma^ar is the national 
and Oriental denomination of the Hungarians ; 
but, among the tribes of Scythia, they are dif- 
tinguiflied by the Greeks under the proper and 
peculiar name of Turksy as the defcendants of 
t^at mighty people \vho had conquered and reigned 
from China to the Volga. The Pannonian colony 
preferved a correfpondence of trade and amity 
with the eaftem Turks on the confines of Perfia ; 
and after a feparation of three hundred and fifty 
years, the mifiionaries of the king of Hungary 
difcovered and vifited their ancient country near 
the banks of the Volga. They were hofpitably 
entertained by a people of Pagans and Savages 
who ftill bore the name of Hungarians ; converfed 
in their native tongue, recollected a tradition of 
their long-loft brethren, and liftened with amaze- 
ment to the marvellous tale of thdr new kingdom 
and religion. The zeal of converfion was ani- 
mated by the intereft of conranguinity ; and 
one of the greateft of their princes had' formed 
the generous, though fruitlefs, defign of reple- 
niihing the folitude of Pannonia by this domeftic 



rnfttconimt ct |arrolo cantd joculttorttm. In the xs*^ eenmry, theft 
labks were colledled by Thurouiu^y and entbclltihed by the Italian Bon. 
finhif. ^ec the Preliminary Difcourft in the Hid. Critiea Dacum^ p. 7— 

33- 

M See Conftantine de Adminiftrando Imperio, 03, 4. 13. 3S— 42. 
Katbna has nicely fixed the compofition of this work to the yearf 949, 
950, 9S] ([>.4— 70- The critical hiilorian (p. 34— 107.) endeavours to 
prove the exigence, and to relate the anions, of a firil duke ji/mus, the 
lather of Arpad, who is tacitly rejeAed by Conftamine. 
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colony from the heart of Tartary*'. From this chap. 
primitive country they were driven to the Weft ^^' 
by the tide of wa!r and emigration^ by the weight 
of the more diftant tribes, who at the fame time 
vrere fugitives and conquerors. Reafon or fortune 
direded their couxfe towards the frontiers of the 
Roman empire ; they halted in the ufual ftations 
along the banks of the ^reat rivers ; and in the 
territories of Mofcow, Kiow, and Moldavia, fome 
veftiges have been difcovered of their temporary 
refidence. In this long and various peregri- 
nation, they could not always efcape the dominion 
of the- ftronger ; and the purity of their blood 
vras improved or fuliied by the mixture of a 
foreign race ; from a motive of compulfion or 
choice, feveral tribes of the Chazars were aflbci- 
ated to the ftandard of their ancient vafTals ; in* 
troduced the ufe of a fecond language; and 
obtained by their fuperior renown#the moft ho« 
nourable place in the front of battle. The mili- 
tary force of the Turks and their allies marched 
in feven equal and artificial divifions ; each 
divificm was formedf of thirty thoufand eight 
hundred and fifty^feven warriors, and the pro* 
portion of women, children, and fervants, fuppofes 
and requires at leaft a million of emigrants. 
Their public counfels were direfled by feven 
vayvods^ or hereditary chiefs ; but the experience 
of diicord and weaknefs recommended the more 
fimple and vigorous adminiftratioa of a fingle 

* tf Pnqr (Diifeft. p. S7— S^ Src.) produces in4 Ukiftratet the odi^vcaX 
paffa{M of Uit Httn(ariaii mUIlofUrics^ Boiirfiniof and /Baeas SUvius. 

t perfoOi 
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perfon. The kepfre, which had been declined 
by the modeft Lebedius, was gianted to the 
birth or merit of Almus and his fon Afpad, and 
the authority of tha fupreme fchaa of the Chazars 
confirmed the engagement of the prince and 
peopkj of the people to obey his commands, 
of the prince to confult their, happinels and 
^lory; . . — . - 

Their Fen- _ With this tiarrative we pight be reafonably 

nic origin. •rr'"- r t 1 • 

content, if the ^ penetration of modern learning 
^hadnot opeiaed a |iew and iargicr profpeck erf 
^tbe^fintjquities of nations. - Th^ Hiingarian !an- 
jgu^ ftand^. aloiie, - andj as it were, infulSitedy 
among the SclavQniai^ di^ileSs j but it bears a 
^lofe and clear affinity to the idioms of the Fcnnic 
.tace *% of an obfolete and . fayage race, which 
.fefrraerly occupied the norih^rn regions of Alia 
^nd Europe. The genuine appellation of Ugti 
pr, Jj^ours is ^ound oi^ the weftetn conftn^s of 
..China *^; their migration to the banks of the 
irtifE is attefted by Tartar evidence**; a fin^ilar 

a* Fifclier, in the Quaeftlones Pctwgolitanae de Originc Ungroriiin, and 
Pray, t)i[rcrtat. i, ii, iii, &c., have drawn up fevcral comparative tables of 
«4ie Hungarian .with the Fcnnic dialedis* The affinity h indeed Arikingy 
but the l}{i^ are ibort ; the words ^re purpofcly chofeo 3 and I read jo tbe 
learned Bayer' (Comment. Acpdem. Petrppol. torn. x. p. 374), that, al«j 
Ihottgii «tiie Hungarian ha« adopted many Fennic words ({nnupaeras voces), 
. it «^Cec|iaUy differs JBbto fjenio et «atyri. 

; *l. IP.the rcgioa of Turfao, whick is dearly and minutely defcnbcd-fcy 
tlic Chinefe gcogra^luys (CaubiJ. Hift. duCraad Ccngifcan, p. ij.j De 
Ciiigncs, Hift. des Huns, torn. ii. p. 31, Sec). 

»4 Hift. Genealogiquc des Tartars^ par Abulghazi Bahadur Khao, 
partie ii* p* 90— '98* 

name 
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^aitieand language are dete&ed in the foutherfl' chap. 
parts of Siberia:*' ; azKi the remains of the Fennic 
tribes are widely, though thinly, fcattered from 
the fcorces of the Oby to ihe.fliores of Lapland *^ 
The confanguinity of the Hungarians and Lap- 
landers would difplay the powerful energy of 
climate on the. children of a common parent;, 
the lively cbntraft between the bold adventurers, 
who are intoxicated with the wines of the Danube, 
and. the wretched fugitives who are immerfed 
beneath tbeifiiQ^d.of the polar circle. Arms^ 
and freedom have ever been the ruling, though 
too ofteii the unifuccefsful, paiSon of the Hun- 
garians, who are endowed by nature with a 
vigotous conftitution of foul and body*\ ' Ex-? 
tl'eme cold has diminiihed .the flature aqd con- 
gealed the faculties of the Laplanders ; and the 
jAr^c trib^, alone among the fans of men, are 
ignorant of war, and unconfcious of human 



A5 In thtit }ournvy to (*ekln, both Ilfarand Ives (Harrises Colkdton 
of Voyages and Travel*, vol. ii. p. 920, ^tt,) and Bell (Travels, vol. i. 
p. 174.) found the Vogulltz'in th neighboarhood of Tobolfky. By the 
tortures of the etymological art, Ugur and yogu/ are reduced to the fame 
name; the circumjacent mountains really bear th^ appellation of t^r/tf« . 
and of all the Fennic dialedts, the Vogulian Is tiie neareft to the Hungarian 
(Fifcher, Diflert. i. p, 20—30. Pray, Diflert. ii. p. 31—34.). 

^< The eight tribes of the Fennic race are defcribed in the curious- work- 
of M. Leveque (Hift. des Peoples foumis a la Domination de Ja RuiBetf 
torn. i. p. 361—5^1.). 

*7 This pidiure of the Hungarians and Bulgarians is chiefly drawn from 
the Tad^ic6 of Leo, p. 796 — 801. and the Latin Annals^ which are alleged 
by Barcnius,Pagi, ^nd Muratori, A, 1). 889, &c. 
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c H A P. blood : an happy ignorance, if reafon and virtue 
%,,«i..v^ v^i'c the guardians of their i>eace ^ I ' 
i^m*Sf ^^ " ^^^ obfervation of the Imperial author of 
thrHung*. the Taftlcs *% that all the Scythian hords refem* 
MiUiaiis» hied each other in their paftoral and military 
A^^-9«>> life^ that they all pradifed the fame^ means of 
fubfiilence, and employed the lame inftruments 
of deftrudion. But he adds, that the two na- 
tions of Bulgarians and Hungarians were fuperbr 
fo their brethren, and fimilar to each other, in 
the improvements, however rude, of^ their difci- 
pHne and government ; their vifible likenefs de- 
termines Leo to confound his friends and enemies 
in one common defcription; and the pi&ire 
may be heightened by fome ftrokes from their 
contemporaries of the tenth century. Except 
the merit and fame of military prowels, all that 
is valued by mankind appeared vile and con- 
temptible to thefe Barbarians, whofe native fierce- 



** BuA»D, Hift. Ntturetk, tarn. v. p. 6. in iimo. Guftavut AtWphm 
attempted, withput faccefsy to form a regiment of Laplanders. Crotius 
fays of thefe Arctic tribes, arma, arcu$» et pharetra, fed adverfus feras (Annal 
1. iv. p. ajS.) » *nd attempts, after the manner of Tacitus, to varttUh with 
pbilofophy tbeir brutal ignorance. 

a9 Leo has obferved, that the government of the Tur|cs was meaarchlcal> 
and that their puniihmentfi were rigorous (Tadlic. p. 896. m.vt»tts xfti/Sot- 
fHOf)* Rhegino (in Chron* A. D. t%^.) mentions theft as a capital 
crame^^aad hh larifpradeaee isc^nfinned by tlie original code of St. Stephea 
(A. D. 1016.). If a (Uve were guili!y, he was cbaftifed, for the firft timCf 
with the lof)) of Ms nofe, or a fine of five heifers ; for the fecond, with the 
lofs cf his eiTs,' or a fimaiar fin«i for the third, with death | #faich the 
Ireefpan did not incnr till the fourth offence, as his firft penalty was tiis 
iofs of libc^-ty (Katoea^ Hlft« Regum Hangar, torn. 1. p. t%Ut aja-J* 
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nefs was Iftimulated bf ^the ircmfcioufiiers of nam- c h A ih 

bers a&d /rcedom. The ^cnts of the Hungarians *'^* 

wert -of • l*ther, their garments of furj they 

Ibaved their hair ' and fcarified their faces : in 

fpeech they were* Jlow, in^ adion prompt, in 

treaty perfidious ; ^OHd jtkey- Ihared the commoft 

reproach of- Barbarians, too ignorant to conceive 

the impdrtaticfe of truths too proud to deny or 

palliate the breach of their 'mdft folemn engage-^ 

ments* Their fimptidky has been ptaifed ; yet 

they abftaiiied QHly'^fiPom the luxury they had 

hevtfr known; whatever they faw, they coveted; 

their dHires^ #ere :iiifatiat&, and their fole in« 

duftry wa^'^h^ hjftid of violence and rapine. By 

the de^ition^^f 4 paft^rsl nation, I have recalled 

a long d6l<3ription of the (Economy, the warfare, 

ind the govefnnlient that prevail in that ftage 

of fociety ; I may add, that to fiOiing as well as 

to the chafi, ^he Hungarians were indebted for a 

part of iheJr fubfifteiice ; and iince they Jeidom 

cultivated the ground, they muft, at ieaft in 

theif new fettieilients, have fometimes praftifed 

a flight zttd uhtkilful hufbandry. In their emi- 

grations, perhaps in their expeditions, the hod: 

was accompanied by thoufatids of (heep and 

oxen, who ihcreafed the cloud of formidable 

duft, and afforded a cohftant and wholefome 

fiipply of milk and animal food. A plentiful 

command' of ^ forage was 4he* firft care of the 

general, aird if the flocks and herds werefecurc 

of their pafl'ures, the hardy warrior was alike 

mfenfiblebf* danger and fatigue. The confufion 

of nren 'and cattle that overfpread the country 

Vol. X. P expofisd 
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e. H 4Pi expoTed their camp to iin^tirnal furprifi^^ had 
not a ftill wide? circuit Jl>e<^ii 0€cupi^4 by- their 
light cavalry, perpetually lA motipM tO; difcover 
and* delay the approach of thfe ienfWfj. : After 
Some experience of the Roman ^ics, they adopted 
the ufe of the fword wASp^i^i |he he^qfiet of tb^ 
foldier, and * the iron brpafVplate . of; )iisj ^e^^ 7 
but their native and deadly 5;iFeapon was the Tarlav 
bow: from the eavlieft, infancy, their childifca 
and feivants were exefci(e4i in this double f^^ience 
of archery and hosfeinaAthip; .th^r arfp wai 
ftrong} their aim wais fure ; ^d h. the ^nioft 
rapid career, they were taught t^ tjbww' th^ixi* 
ielves backwards, and ta fliodt atojley of arrowy 
bktx> the air. In opea covibat^ fniieor^t .mibufl), 
in fl^bt, or purfuit^ ihey!' \«^Q; c(qU%ljy JcM^mid- 
able*: an appearancei of 'OTrder- w^^.msiilllaiiied 
\fk the foremoft i^anks, * bMt their charge wa& 
driven for war d$ by the impati^i}^ ^jurefiure of 
(iu^c^difig crowdls. , 7hey >pui:fue|i, ^ce^ldng and 
raih, with; loofened reins ^n^/horvi^f outcries ^ 
but if they fled, with real or » di/Tepihled, isnr, 
the ardour of a purfuing, foe w;^^ checked and 
chaftifed by ch^ lame habits; of irregular fpeed 
aqd fudd^n evolution. . hf, the abufe of vidoryj^ 
they aftoni(hed Europe^ ^yet fmaxting from the 
wounds of the Saracen and the Dane; mercy 
they rarely aOceds^ ^nd more rarely ^ be(lowed: 
both fexes were accufed as, equally ina^ceffible to 
pity, and their appetite for raw ApQ^ ipight coua* 
tenance the popular^ tale^ that they drank the 
blood and feafted on the hearts of. the flain., 
Yet the Hungarians were not devoid; of thofe 
2 . ..: prin. 
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prmctples of juftice and humanity, wUch nature chap. 
baft implaiited in every bofom. The licenfe of '..-^V^ 
public and private injuries was reflrained by law9 
iind puniihm^nts ; and in the fecurity of an open 
^^mp, theft is the inoft tempting and moft dan« 
^erous offence. Among the Barbarians, there 
were many, whofe fpontaneous virtue fupplied thcif 
laws and corrected their manners, who performed 
the duties, and fympathifed with the affedions, oi 
focial life. 

After a long pilgrimage of flight or viSoryf iftaMiA* 
the Turkifh bords approached the common limits in^cuof 
of the French and Byzantine empires. Their [SSiJ""^** 
firft conquefls and final fettlements extended on a.d.s89. 
cither fide of the Danube above Vienna, below 
Belgrade, and beyond the meafure of the Roman 
province of Pannooia, or the modern kingdom of 
Hungary '^ That ample and fertile land was 
loofely occupied by the Mcftavians, a Sclavonian 
name and tribe^ which were driven by the in* 
yaders into the compafs of a narrow province. 
Charlemagne had ftretched a vague and nominal 
empire a^ far as the edge of Tranfylvania ; but, 
after the failure of his legitimate line, the dukes 
of Moravia forgot their obedience and tribute 
to the monarcbs of Oriental France. The baftard 
Arnulph was provoked to invite the sirms df 
the Turks; they rufced through the real or 
figurative wall, which his jpdifcretion had throvioi 
open; and the king of Germany has been juftly 
reproached as a traitor to the civil and ecclefi-> 

|P See Katona^ Hiit Ducum Hungar. p* 321-^351. 

P2 aftical 
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aftical fodety of the Chriftians. During the Kfc 
of Arnulph, the Hungarians were checked by 
gratitude or fear : but in the infancy ol his fon 
Lewis they difcovered and invaded Bavaria; 
and fuch was their Scythian fpeed, that in a 
fingle day a circuit of fifty miles was ftript and 
confumed. In the battle of Auglburgh the 
Chriftians mamtained their advantage till the 
fcventh hour of the day : they were deceived and 
vanquiflied by the flying ftratagems of the Turkifli 
' cavalry. The conflagration fprcad over the pro- 
vinces of Bavaria, Swabia, and Franconia ; and 
the Hungarans '* promoted the reign of anarchy, 
by forcing the ftouteft barons to difcipline their 
vaflals and fortify their caftles. The origin of 
walled towns is afcribed to this calamitous period ; 
nor could any diftance be fecure againft an enemy, 
who, almoft at the fame tnftant, laid in aflies 
^he Helvetian monaftery of St. Gail, and the 
city of Bremen, on the (hores of the northern 
ocean. Above thirty years the Germanic empire^ 
pT kingdom, was fubjeft to the ignominy of 
iribute ; and refiftance was difarmed by the me- 
nace, the ferious and effe^ual menace, of drag- 
ging the women and children into captivity, and of 
ilaughtering the mates above the age of ten years. 
I have -^either power nor inclination to follow the 
Hungarians beyond the Rhine; but I muft ob« 

ti Hungaroium gens, cujut omne» fere nationcs cxpcrtje fcvhiaoiy Stc, 
U the preface of Liutprand (i. i. c. 2.)» who frequently expatiates on the 
calamities of Wis own times. See 1. i. c 5. 1* ii. c'lyX. 4, 5>6^7. 1 iii. 
c. I, &c. i. V. c. S. 15. in Lcgar. p. 485. His colours are (laringy but hi» 
chronolog/ mWfl he rc<^ificd by pjgi andMuratori. 

fervc 
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fervc with furprife, that the fouthem provinces of 

France were blafted by the tempeft, and that 

Spain, behind her Pyrenees, was aftoniflied at 

the approach of thefe formidable Grangers **. 

The vicinity of Italy had tempted their early in- a.d,9po. 

roads ; but, from their camp on the Brenta, they 

beheld with fome terror the apparent ftrength and 

populoufnefs of the new-difcovered country. ,They 

requeued leave to retire ; their requeft was proudly 

rejected by the Italian king ; and the lives of 

twenty thoufand Chriftians paid the forfeit of 

his obftinacy and raftinefs. Among the cities of 

the Weft, the royal Pavia was confpicuous in 

fame and fplendour; and the pre-eminence of 

Rome itfelf was only derived from the relics of 

the apoftles. The Hungarians appeared ; Pavia a. d. 934« 

was in flames ; forty-three churches were con^^ 

fumed; and, after the maflacre of the people, 

they fpared about two hundred wretches, who 

had gathered Ibme* bufliels of gold and filver (a 

vague exaggeration) from the fmoking ruins of 

their country. In thefe annual excurfions from 

the Alps to the neighbourhood of Rome and 

Capua, the churches, that yet efcaped, refounded 

with a fearful litany : '' Oh! fave and deliver us from 

" the arrows of the Hungarians!" But the 

faints were deaf or inexorable ; and the torrent 

rolled forwards, till it was flopped by the ex- 

S» The three bloody reigns of Arpad, 21oltao, and Toxus, are critically 
illaftraud by Katooa (Hiit Ducuin» &c. p 107—499')* His diligence 
has fearcbed both natives and foreigners i yet to the dzeds of mifcbief, or 
glory, I have been able to add the dpftroAion of Bremen. (Adam Bremen^ 

P 3 treme 
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CHAP, treme land of Calabria "• A compofition wat 
'_,-;t^ offered and accepted for the head of each Italian 
fubjed; and ten bufhels of filver were poured 
forth in the Turkifh camp. But falfehood is the 
natural antagonifl: of violence; and the robbers 
were defrauded both in the numbers of the af» 
feffment and the ftandard of the metaL On the 
fide of the Eaft the Hungarians were oppofed in 
doubtful conflidt by the equal arms of the BuU 
garians, whofe faith forbade an alliance with the 
Pagans, and whofe fituation formed the barrier of 
/. 0.914; the Byzantine empire. The barrier was over- 
turned; the emperor of Confbntinople beheld 
the waving banners of the Turks ; and one of 
their boldeil warriors prefumed to ftrike a battle- 
axe into the golden gate* The arts and treafures 
of the Greeks diverted the aifault ; but the Hun* 
garians might boaft, on their retreat, that they 
bad inpofed a tribute on the fpirit of Bulgaria 
and the majefty of the C^cfars^^ The remote 

and 



SS Muratori has confidered with patriotic care the danger a^d refouroes 
of Modena. The citirent befought St. Geminianus, their patron, to avert^ 
by WsmtgrcdXon, the ra^ia, fiage/Ium, ice. 

Nunc ce rogamu^, iiqct fc)-vi pe^iniy 

Ab Ungerprum nos defends jaculis. 
The bifliop ereded walls for the pubHc defence^ not contra dofninos ferenot 
(AAtiqiiitat. Ital. med. iEv4, tom. L dlflTcitat. i. p. ai, «a.), and the Ton; 
of tl)c nightly watch is not without eleganlse or ufe (tom. tii. diC xU 
P* 709.)* The Italian annaiift has accurately traced the fericsof their in* 
roads (Annali d^Iulia, torn. vit. p. 365. 367. 393. 401. 437*440. toin.¥iii. 
^19. 41. 5»,&c.). 

54 Both the Hungarian and Raffian annals fuppofe, that they befieged, or 
Attacked, or infulted Conftantinople (Pray, dUfertat. x. p 239. Katona, 
Hlft. Duciiin, p. 354— 360.) 5 and the faft is a/mtft confeffcd t>y th« 
9)Miitine hiftorian* (l«o Qnunmaticusy p* 506. Cedrenus, tom. H. 
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ind rapid operations of the fame campaigti chap. 
appear to magnify the power and numbers of tht 
Turks ; but their courage is moft deferving of 
praife, fincc a light troop of three or four hun- 
dred horfe would often attempt and execute the 
moft daring inroads to the gates of Theflalonica 
and Conftantinople. At this difaftrou^ acra of 
the ninth and tenth centuries, Europe was afRiCted 
ty a triple fcourge from the North, the Eaft, and 
the South; the Norman, the Hungarian, and 
the Saracen, fbmetimes trod the fame ^ound of 
defolation ; and thefe favage foes might have beea 
compared by Homer to the two lions growling 
over the carcafe of a mangled ftag ". 

The deliverance of Germany and Chriftendom v«aoryt>^ 
was atchieved by the Saxon princes, Henry the fowZt, * 
Fowler and Otho the Great, who, in two me* -^^•934» 
morable battles, for ever broke the power of the 
Hungarians^. The valiant Henry was roufed 
from a bed of ficknefs by the invation of hk 
country ; but his mind was vigorous and his 

P* ^.) : yet, however gloriout to the nation^ it is denied or doubted ^y 
the critical hiftorian, »ntf even by the notary of Bela. Their rcepticifm i« 
meritorious; they could not fafely tranfcribe or believe ilie rulUcorum fii« 
bulas: but Katona might have given due attention to the evidence of Liut* 
prand; Bulgarorum gcncem atque Gr^rcorum tribuuriam feccrant (Hift* 
1-ii. C.4. p,435.). 

^^ — XwvO* •»$ Jnp»»0*)T>!», 

Ot« eu^ jtofntfnat vifk x7«^iini( iXo^om 

A^^ wuKbomt ^ry» ffonanrt fotx*^^^' 
1<^ They are amply and critically difctiflcd by Katona (Hift. Dueani« 
p. 360—368. 417—470.). Liutprand <l. it. c.S, 9.) is the beft evidence 
for the former, and Witichind (Annai. Saxon. 1. iii.; of the Utter: buttbe 
ni^cal hiilorijin wUlnot evea overlook tlM iioni of a warrior, which is Ud 
tt> be prefenred at Jaxberin. 

P 4 prudence 
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CHAP, prudence fuccefsful. ^•,My tomp^ioBs/' faid 

s,^^^^^^ k^ on the mornmg of the combat, ^^ maintain 
•* your ranks, receive on your bucklers the firft 
** arrows of the Pagans^, and prevent their fecond 
** difcharge by the equal and i;apid career of your 
** lances.** They obeyed, and conquered : and 
the biftorical pifture of the caftle of Merfeburgh 
exprefied the features, or at leaft the: character, of 
Henry, who, in an age of ignorance, entrufted 
to the finer arts. the perpetuity of his name" 
At the end of twenty years, the children of the 
Turks who had fallen by his fword invaded the 
empire of his fon ; and their force is defined, 
in the lowed edimate, at one hundred thoufand 

oTOtbothe horfe^ They were invited by domeflic fadion; 

a!p/955. the gates of Germany were treacheroufly un- 
locked ; and they fpread, far beyond the Rhine 
and the Meufe, into the heart of Flanders* But 
the vigour and prudence of Otho difpelled the 
confpiracy ; the princes were made feafible, that 
unlefs they were true to each other, their religion 
and country were irrecoverably loft ; and the 
national powers were reviewed in the plains of 
Augfburgh. They marched and fought in eight 



17 Hunc verb triunnphuin, tam laude qaam memoril dignum, ad Meref- 
borgum rex in fuperiori coenaculo domus p«r ^t/y^a^Mfi id ell, piduraniy 
rotari praecepit, adeo ut rem veram potii^s quam verifimikm videas : an 
high encomium (Liutprand, J. ii. c 9.)« Another palace in Germany h»d 
been painted with holy fubjedi by the order of Charkmagne ; andMuraCori 
•may julUy affirm, nulla fxculafuere in quibus pifiorea do/iderati fuerint 
(Antiquiut. Ital- mcdii i£vi, torn, ii* diflert. xxiv* p. 3(0, i6i.)> ^^ 
domeftic daima to antiquity q{ i^nori^nce and original imperfc^ion (Mr* 
Walpole*a lively worda) are of a much mar« ri^cepr ci»u ( Apecdotes of 
Painting) voL u p. %, &c«}* 
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legions, according to the divifton of provinces chap. 

and tribes ; the firft, fecond^ and third, were 

cbtnpofed of Bavarians j the fourth of Franco- 

nians ; the Bfth of Saxons, under the immediate 

cornmand of the monarch ; the fixth and feventh 

conHfled of Swabians } and the eighth legion, of 

a thoufand Bohemians, clofed the rear of the 

hoft. The refources of difcipline and valour 

were fortified by the arts of fuperftition, which, 

on this occafion, may deferve the epithets of 

generous and falutary. The foldiers were purified 

with a fad ; the camp was bltiTed with the relics 

of faints and martyrs ; and the. Chriftian hero 

girded on his fide the fword of Conftantine, 

grafped the invincible fpear of Charlemagne, and 

waved the banner of St. Maurice, the prsefed of 

the Thebaean legion. But bis firmed confidence 

was placed in the holy lance '% whofe point was 

fafhioned of the nails of the crofs, and which his 

father had extorted from the king of Burgurtdy, 

by the threats of war and the gift of a province* 

The Hungarians were expefted in the front; 

they fecretly pafled the Lech, a river of Bavaria 

that falls into the Danube ; turned the rear of the 

Chridian army ; plundered the baggage, and dii^ 

ordered the legions of Bohemia and Swabia. 

The battle was reftored by the Franconians, 

whofe duke, the valiant Conrad, was pierced 

with an arrow as he refted from his fatigues : 

l< See Baronius, Annal. Eccicf. A.D. 9»9> No 1^5. The Unce oC 
Chriilit taken fram the beft evidence, Liutpratid (L iv. c. i20» Sigebcrt^ 
ind the aat of St. Gerard : but tiie other militarj relict depend od the fauh 
itf the Ocfta Anilonun poll Bedam, I ii. c. S« 

the 
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the Saxons fought uAder -the eyes of their king; 
and his vxdlory furpafled, in merit arid importance, 
the triumphs of the laft two hundred yeats. The 
lofs of the Hungarians was ftiW greater in the 
flight than in thc'aftion; they were encompaflfed 
by the rivers of Bavaria ; and their paft cruelties 
excluded them from the hope of mercy. Three 
captive princes were hanged at Ratiihon, the 
mukitude of prifoners was flain or mutilated, 
and the fugitives, who prefumed to appear in the 
face of their country, were condemned to ever- 
lafting poverty and difgrace *•. Yet the fpirit 
of the nation was humbled, and the mod ac- 
ceflible pafles of Hungary were fortified with a 
ditch and rampart. Adverfity fuggefted the coun« 
fels of moderation and peace : the robbers of the 
Weft acquiefced in a fedentary life : and the next 
P generation was taught by a difcerning prince, 

that far more might be gained by multiplying 
Smd exchanging the produce of a fruitful foil. 
The native race, the Turkifli or Fennic blood, 
was mingled with new colonies of Scythian or 
Sclavonian origin ^j many thoufands of robufl 

and 

3f Kafeoiuiy Kift. Duoim Himpriae, p. 5009 frc. 

. 4» Among thefe colonies we may aiftinguilhf 1. The Chasars, or Caban, 
who joined tlit Hungarians on their marcb (Conftant. de Admin. Imp. 
c. 39^ 40. p. loS, 109.). a. Tiie Jazygrs, Moravians^ and Siculi, whom 
tbey found in the land s the laft were fvbaft « remnant of the Huns of 
Attila, and were entrufted with the guard of the borders. 3. The Ruflians, 
who^ like the Swifs in France^ imparted a general name to the royal por* 
ters. 4. The Bulgarians, wtiofe chiefs (A. D* 956I) .were inritiedy cum 
inagnl multitudinc HtjmabeRtantm, Had any of thcfe SdaiioBiana embraced 
the Mahometan religion ? 5. The Bilftm and Cumans, a mixed multitudt 
of PatiiDacitet, U», Chaxare, ftc. who had fpread, to tb« lower 
Damibc. Tbt laft colony of 40*000 CumanS) A ..P. i%i^i was received 

and 
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and induflrious captives had been imported from chap. 
all the countries of Europe*'; and after the ^^■^■i— ^ 
marriage of Gerfa with a Bavarian princefs, he 
beftowed honours and eftates on . the nobles of 
Germany **. * The fon of Geifa was mvcfted with 
the regal title, and the houfe of Arpad reigned 
three hondrecjl years in the kingdom of Hungary* . 
But the freeborn Barbarians were not dazzled by 
the luftre of the diadem, and the people afferted 
their indefeafible right of choofing, depofing, 
and punifliing the hereditary fervant of the 
ftate. 

III. The name of RussiaKu** was firft di- ^^^um^m 
Vulged, in the ninth century, by an embafly monarchy. 
from Theophilus, emperor of the Eaft, to the 
emperor of the Weft, Lewis, the fon of Charle- 
magne. The Greeks were accompanied by the 

and converted by the kings of Hangftry* who derived from that tribe a new 
regal flppeUation (Pray, Diflert. vi» vii. p. 109—173. Katona, Hift. 
Ducum. p. 95—99. »5i— 164. 476. 479— 4*3> *c.). 

41 Chriftiani autem, quorom pan major populi eft, qui ex omni parte 
ninndi illuc tradi funt captivi, ftc. Such was the language of Piiigrinal^ 
the firft miflionary vrho entered Hungary, A> O. 973. Par» major i^ 
ftrorig. Hrft. Ducum, p. 517. 

4* The fide Jes Teutonici of Geifla are authenticated in old charter:* : and 
Katona, with his ufual induftry, has made a fair cftimace of thefe colonies, 
which had been fo loofely magnified by ti)e Italian Ranzanus (Hift. Critfc 
Ducum, p. 667— 6S1.). 

^i Among the Gretkt, this national appellation has a fingular form 
Pms» as an undeclinable word, of which many fanciful etymologies haim, 
teen fttggefted. 1 have perufed, with pleafure and profit, a diderution de. 
Ocigiae Ruflorum (Comment. Academ. Petropoiaanc, torn. viii. p. %%%*^ 
436.), bj Theophilus Sigefrid Ba>er, a learned German, wliofpent hisjife. 
and labours in tlie fervice of Ruiita, A geographical trad of <i*AnviUe, d^) 
l*£mpire de RuOie, ion Origin^j etfet Accroiffiinca«» (Parity 177a, m 
^vtio,) haa Ukewiic been of »fa 

envoys 
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CHAP, envoys of the great duke, or chagan, or czar^ 
i,^^,Ji^ of the Ruffians. In their journey to Conftan* 
A.D. S39. tinople, they had traverfed many hdftile nations; 
and they hoped to efcape the dangers of their 
return by requefting the French monarch to 
tranfport them by fea to their native country. 
A clofer examination detected their origin : they 
^ere the brethren of the Swedes and Normans, 
v^hofe name was already odious and formidable 
in France ; and it might juftly be apprehended, 
that thefe Ruffian ftrangers were not the mef« 
fengers of peace, but the emiflaries of wan 
They were detained, while the Greeks were dif- 
miifed ; and Lewis expeded a more fatisfaflory 
account, that he might obey the laws of hofpi* 
tality or prudence, according to the intereft of 
both empires^. The Scandinavian origin of 
the people, or at lead the princes, of Ruffia, may 
be confirmed and illuftrated by the national an- 
nals** and the general hiftory of the North. The 
Normans, who had fo long been concealed by 
a veil of impenetrable darknefs, ifuddenly burft 
forth in the fpirit of naval and military enterprife. 
The vaft, and, as it is faid, the populous regions 

44 Sec the entire paiT.ge (dignum, fays Bajrer, ut aureis in tabuHs figatur) 
in the Anmilet Bertiniaoi f rancorum (in Script. Jtal Muratori, torn. ii. pars^i. 
!>• s«5-)» A D. S39, twenty-two year* before the aera of Ruric In the 
x«^ century, Liutprand (HifV. 1. v. c 6 ) fpeaks of the Rufliant and Kor- 
manfl as the fame Aqnilonares homines of a red complexion. 
, 4f My knowledge of tliefeannalt is drawn from M Leveque, Hiftoire de 
Ruffle.* Nvllory the ftrft and beft of theie ancient annalifts, was a monk 
of Klo^, who d ed in the becsinning of the xii*^ century 5 but his chronicle 
WIS ohf(;«re, tiil it was poblilhed at Peterlbur«rh, 1767, in 4'to. Levcqtici 
Hift. de Ruffle, torn. i. p. xvi. Coxt*s Travels, vol. ii. p. 1S4. 

of 
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of Denmark^ Sweden, and Ndr^ray^ were crowded ^ 2y^ ^^ 

with independent chieFtains and derperate adven- vi^,^^ 

ftfrersy'who (igHed in the laziiie&'of peace, and 

Mil^d in tbd agonies of death. Piracy was the 

exertife, the trade,' the glory, afad the virtue, of 

thci Scasidinaviaa youthi Impatient of a blisak 

climate and narrow limits, they.ftarted front the 

faai^et, grafped their, arms, founded their hora^ 

afcended their veflels, and explored every: coaft 

that promifed either fpoil or !fettiemeat; . The 

Bakic was the firft fcene of their naval atchieve* 

ments} they-^ifited th^ieaftern ibbres,^ the fileat 

reiidence of Fennic and Sclavonian tribea, and 

th^ primhive Ru0ians of the lake*I;adoga paid 

a tribute^ the ikins of white fqoirreU, to tbcb 

ftrangers, whom ; they faluted wi(h the title of 

Varangians^ or Corfairs* Their, fgperioriCy in 

arms, difcipline, and renown, commanded the 

fear and reverence of the natives^ * ih their warl 

againft the more inland fava<ges, the Varangians 

condefcended' to &rve as friends, and . ausutiiries^ 

and gradi^Uy, by choice or .cpnqjiieft, ol^taiiied 

the dominion of a people whom they wore, qua* 

lified to proteA« Their tyranny was expelled^ 

their valour was again recalled, till at lengthy 

Ruric, a Scandinavian chief, became the father a.d.S6i. 

of a dynafly which reigned above feven hundred 

years. His brothers extended his influence : the 

example of fervice and ufurpation was imitated 

by his companions in the fouthern provmces of 

Ruffia; and their eftablifliments, by the ufual 

\ • 

46 Theophil. Sig. Bayer de Vangit (for the naimc is diffcreotlj fyelt)^ 10 
Comment. Acadeiii. PctropoUum^^ toin.iv. p« t75<^3ii* 

methods 
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IdcFthods of war and aflaffinatiob, Wqi cemelital 
into the fabric of a powerful monarchy^ 
The va- ^s lc«iff 2s th* deicendants of Riitic livere ombw 

rancidns of 

conftanti- fidered as aliens and conquefors, they ruled byl 
'^^' the fword of. the .Varangians, diftributed eftates 
and fubje£ls to tfa^r faithful captiains, aod. fopH 
plied their numbers wkfa frefli ftreams o£ ad- 
ventiirdrs irom the Baldc coad^^ But n^hen 
she JBcandinavian chiefs bad ffruck a deep and 
permanent root into the foii, they mingled \ritb 
the Ruffians in blood; reltgbn, and language^ 
and the firit Waladimir had the merit of defirer-^ 
ing hfs country from thefe foreign inercena'ries* 
They had feated him on the throne ; his riches 
^ere infi^cient to fatisfy their deitiands; bus 
ihey Uftened to his pleafing advke, tliat they 
ftot^td leek, not a more grateful, but a more 
wealthy, mafter; that they fliould embark for 
Greece, vrtiere, inftead of the ikins of fquir* 
rels, filk and gc^d would be the febompenfe 
pS their fervice. At the fame time the RuU 
fiaft prince admontihed his^ Byzantine ally to 
dHperfe and employ, to recompenfe and reftrain^ 
thefe impetuous children of the North. Con- 
temporary writes have recortkd the introdlidion, 
' name, and chauCt^r of the Varangians: each 
day they rofe b confidence and efteem ; the whole 
body was afiembled at Conftanrinople to perform 
the duty of guards ; and their ftrength was re- 
cruited by a numerous band of their coontrymen 

' 47 Yet, as late as the year ici8, Kiow and Roffia were AUl gtiarded 
ex fugitivorvm fervorum jobort confluentium, ct maxime Danonim. Bi^er, 
who quotes (p. a9».) the Chronicle of Dithmarof Mcrfeburgb, obfervet. 
tliat It was voufuaJ for tke Germans to enttft in a foreign fervke. 

from 
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fiom. a«e ifttod't)f Thuk. . Qik.lbia^occSifibB, .Ac 9 k a p, 
^^g^!;;(^PpeUal:jonQf ThvIei9a}ipUed to England; ^;^i'^.^ 
-a^d the a^vr Varangians' were a colony of^ilnglifti 
aqd Danes who fled fromihe yok^ of the Notmaft 
4Conqueror« The habits of pilgrimage and piracy 
had approximated thq cou»trte$ of the.edrth; 
thefe .^xjl» Fere entertained, iii; the fijsaatine 
^ur^i qnd. th^y . prefcrved^ tJlLithe laft age of 
the^ empire, the . inberiuncft qf ipotlefe lo^altgfc 
and ti^^ ufe q^ the DaoHh q)!i ftogliih toi^io. 
With' tbeir bro^d an4 do^^W^edgied battle-lxes 
on their ^oulders^ tbey.attendfedr.tho.Gfieelfc^Ml- 
pcror tpth^e terpple, rfve-feftate-, andtbe^Wppo. 
9(}ro^e; he i}ept.,a]|d.::fe2^^fd ui»4er tb^ir irufty 
guard ; and th^^f^ys of th^^palace^ the ti^f^nf^ 
;wd the capital^ ,>f ere bel4,iiy,jh«;ftrpi ai>d feutbfv4 
h^ds of the V^angiani f *^r r ' -] . . ' . i: : . 

.In the tefltb^eptury^ the; : geography of ^cytbia ocogr.phy 
was, extendi iar. beyond ^ the limits' of ai^iei^ Ruma, ^ 
j&nowledge; and' the monarqhy.of the Ruffians ^•^•9S«' 
obtains a vaft and. confpicuogf place in the map 
of Coriftantine *•• Tbe fojw^ of Ruric were malj- 

tgr? 



48 D« Cange Iwicolle^d from the orisinal autlM»r« the ftateind Mftpuf 
of tl)e Varangi at Conltanciaoplc (Glo^Tar. MecU et Infimae Graecitatiii^ 
ffib voce Btfcuyyw, Med. et Infimc Latinkarls, fub voce f^agrir Kot. 
jKkAkxiad. Anns Comaena, p.»s6, as7,nS», Not* » fur Viitehatrdoulf , 
p. I96— 299.]* Sec likewife the annotations of Rei(ke to the Ccremoniale 
Aui« Byzanc. of Con(Untine> tom. ii. p,. 1494 150, Saxo-Grammatlcus 
affirms that they fpoke Daniflif but Coclinu» vriaintams th«m tiJl the fifteenth 
century in the ufe of their native EnjliOi : rtoM;xftw^*«n o» Bapyyoi n»m 

49 Tbe original repofd of the gcogiapby and trade of Ruflia U produced 
by the emperor Conftantine Porpby^eoittt« (de Adminiftrat. Imperii, 
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ic^St^ the >fpa€loiiir provinci? of Wdfodotefr, or 
jMlofcow; ahd, if they'i^cire canfiiiied on that fide 
iy^he herds of rti^ Eift; their weftern frontier 
in tfaofe early ^y$ was< i^nlai-ged to the Baltic 
fea''^n!d the cduntry of- tlie • Prufiians. Their 
northern reign a fended abovi' the' fixtietli de- 
3gipe«l of latitdd^)* ovei* the Hy^erboreair Regions, 
'ivrhtch faiicy had p^c^ted v^ich moriftert, or 
^doudeld with eterna) darknefs. To the fouth 
<h€y- followed' the cburfe of' the fioryfthenes, 
^wad approached :)-lii/ith ^at river iiie 'neighbour- 
-tabd'^ the Eitedfae^^feA. -The tribes that dwelt, 
•or' ^Wdndered,' od this alhi^e circuit' were obedient 
tO'^he'-feme ci^^uerw, and -iiilenribly blended 
itt^ Ihe fame natiouir -The lahgtiage of ^ Ruflia 
^ adiaieffr ofifhe^SifkviD'nian ; Vut, in the tenth 
century, thefe two modes bf fpeech were different 
fipotti each otfiWY^^iid, as • the SfcliVonian pre- 
Yaii^' in the SduthjMt nttiy be presumed that the 
orfgthal RuffiansCbr the^ North, 'the primitive 
Yubjefts' of the Varangian chief, were a portion 
of the Pennic race;^ With the emigration, union, 
trf^ diffolution, of the wandeiing tribes, the loofc 
^nd indefinite pidlure of the Scythian defert has 
eohtlnually fhiftedi But the moft ancient map of 
JRuffia'affordsiomq places which ftill. retain their 

«&ame and pofition^-and the two capitals, Novo- 

*i • • .' ■ . '• V ^ .,■ ■. 

c. 2. p.. 55> ?fi- c 9. p/^9-^6r. c. 13. p. 63— 67. c. 37. p. 106. c,4t. 
p. Ill, ii3.)»3n'"4 illuftrated )^y ii]c diligence of Ba/cr (de Geogn)>hil 
Uufllx viclnaruiiique Re^ivJtiuin ci'r'c ter ^. C. 948. in Comment. Acadcm. 
Pttfopol. torn. ix. p. 367*-4ai* totii. k. p. 371—411.), with the aidof 
the ehroftkies »nd traditi&ns of Rtti!ta| Scandinavia, ftc* 

Iforod 
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gbrod** and Kiow", are coeval with tHe firft c h a p, 
age of the monatchy. Novogorod had not yet t^. ^^ 
deferved the epithet of great, nor the alliance of 
the Hanfeatic league, which diflFufed the ftreams • 
of opulence and the principles of freedom. Kio^ 
could not yet boaft of three hundred churches, 
an innumerable people, and a degree of greatnefs 
and fplendour, which was compared with Con- 
ftantinople by thofe who had never feen the 
rfefidence of the Caefars. In their origin, the two 
cities were no more than camps or fairs, the 
mod convenient ftations in which the Barbarians 
might aflemble for the occafional bufinefs of war 
or , trade. Yet even thefe affemblies announce 
fome progrefs in the arts of fociety ; a new 
breed of cattle was imported from the fouthem 
provinces; and the fpirit of commercial enter- 
prife pervaded the fea and land from the Baltic 
to the Euxine, from the mouth of the Oder to 
the port of Conftantinople. In the days of 
idolatry and barbarilm, the Sclavonic city of 

50 The haughty proveri), *' Who can rcfift God and the great Novo- 
*' gorod ?** is applied by M. Leveque (Hift. de Ruflie, torn. i. p. 60.} even 
to the times that preceded the reign of Ruric. In the courfc of his hiftor/ 
he frequently celebrates this republic, which >. was fuppreifed A. D. 1475 
(torn, it* p* %$% — 166. )• 'That accurate traveller, Adam Olearius, defcribct 
(in #^3$) the remains of Novogorod, and the route by fea and land of the 
Holftein ambaffadors (torn. i. p. iS3~>»9.)* 

S* In hac magna civitate, qus eft caput regni, plus trecentae eccleflae 
babentur et nundinse o€to, populi etiam ignota manus (Eggehardus ad 
A* D. lOiS, apod Bayer, tom.ix.'p: 412^). He likewife quotes (torn. x. 
p. 397.) the words of the Saxon annalift, Cujus (Rujftaj metropolis eft 
Chive, smula fceptri Conftantinopolitani quae eft clarifTimum decus Grsecix. 
The fame of Kiow, efpecially in the xi^** century^ had readied the German 
and the Arabian geographer!. 

Voju. X. (^ Julin 
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Julm was frequented and., enriched by the Nor- 
mans, \vho had prudently fecured a free mart 
of purchafe and exchange ^** From thi^ harbour, 
at the entrance of the Oder, the co;:fair, or mer- 
chant, failed in forty^three days to the eaftern 
fhores of the Baltic, the mod diftant .xiations were 
intermingled, and the holy groves of Curland 
are /aid to have been decorated with Grecian 
and Spanilh gold". Between the fea and Novo- 
gorod an eafy intercourfe was difcovered; ia 
the furnmer, through a gulph, a lake, s^d a navi-. 
gable river; in the winter feafon, over the hard: 
and level furface of boundlefs fnows. From the 
neighbourhood of that city, the Ruffians de- 
fcended the dreams that fall into the Bo- 
ryfthjqnes ; their canoes,^ of a fingle tree, * were 
laden with flaves of every age, furs pf . every 
fpecie^, thg fpoil of their bee-hives, and the hides 

5^ In Odorse «ftie qu&' Scythlcas alluit palUde^, nbhiliHima CMt^ JuIU 
num» ceJeherrimam, Banbaris et Graecis qui Tunc in circuitu praef^ans fta" 
ti(mem; e(V fane maxrrrta omnhiiti'quas EiirOpa claudi: civltatum ( Adam 
Bremenfis, Hift. Ecclcf. p. 19.). A ftrange exaggeration even in the xi'** 
century. The trade of the Baltic, and the Hanfeatic league, are carefully 
treated in Anderfon*s HiftoricalDedudtion of Commerce j at leail^ in our 
litTgUageS, larhnot acquainted with any book fo fatisfad^ory. 

SI According to Adam of Bremtn (de .Situ Daniae, p. 5S.), the old Cur- 
land extended, eight; days journey. ^loiig the coaft j and |p^ 4*eter Teutobur- 
gicus'Cp. 58, A. p. 1326), Memel. is dj^fined a« the ,-cf?aunon frontier of 
Riiffia, Curland, and Fruflia. i^urum, jbi, plurimum. (f,ays Adam) divinis, 
aug;uribus atque nccrpmanticis cmnes t^omus funt pienae . • . ^ . a toto 
orKc ibi refponfa pctuntur maxime ab Hifpanis (forfan Zupan'u, id^fl regulis 
Lcttovise) et Gracis. The name of Greeks was applied to the Ruffians even 
before their convtrfion j an imperfedl conversion, if they ftill confultcd the 
wizards of Curland (Baytr, tom. x. p. 3^8«402^ &c. Grotlus, Prolegom.eii« 
ad' Hift. Goth, p.^j?.)-- 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. aa? 

of their cattle ; and the whole produce of the c h a p. 

North was collefted and difcharged in the ma- '_r-,A^ 

gjlzines of Kiow. The month of June was the 

ordinary feafon of the departure of the fleet: 

the timber of the canoes was framed into the oars 

and benches of more folid and capacious boats ; 

and they proceeded without obftacle down the 

JSoryftheneSy as far as the feven or thirteen ridges 

of rocks, which traverfe the bed, and precipitate 

the waters, of the river. At the more {hallow 

falls it was fufficient to lighten the veiTels; bu^ 

the deeper catarafts were impaffable; and the . 

mariners^ who dragged their veflels and theit ,^ 

flaves fix miles over land, were expofed in thi^ 

toilfome journey to the robbers of the defert ^\ 

At the £rfl; ifland below the falls, the RuiHan^ 

celebrated the feflival of their efcape ; at a fe- 

cond, near the mouth of the river, they repaired 

their ihattered veflels for the longer and more 

perilous voyage of the Black Sea» If they' fleered 

along the coaft, the Danube was acceflible ; with 

a fair wind they could reach in thirty-fix or 

forty hours the oppofite fliores of Anatolian and 

Conftantinople admitted the annual viiit of the 

ftrangers of the North. They returned at the 

fl:ated feafon with a rich cargo of corn, wine, 

and oil, the manufadures of Greece, and the 

fpices of India. Some of their countrymen re- 

54 Cooftantine ofily reckons feven catara^^s^ of whidv he gives the RdtV 
ilan and Sclavonic names J bat thirteen are enumerated by the Sieur de 
Beauplan, a French engineer, who had furveyed the courfe and navigation 
of the Dnieper or Boryfthenes (Defcription d^Ukraine, Rouen^ 1660,. a thii^ 
quarfo) j but the map is liniuckiiy wanting in my copy. 

0^2 ^ded 
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1« THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, fided in the capital and provinces ; and the national 
^,...-^1.1^ treaties protedted the perfons, efFefts, and privileges 

of the Ruffian merchant ". 
Naval ex- But the fame communication which had.beeii 
the Ruffians Opened for the benefit, was foon abufed for the 
Sn^k." "^j^^y» ^f mankind. In a period of one hundred 
and ninety years, the Ruffians made four at- 
tempts to plunder the treafures of Conftantinople : 
the event was various, but the motive, the means, 
and the objeft, were the fame in thefe naval 
expeditions '*. The Ruffikn traders had feen the 
magnificence and taftcd the luxury of the city of 
the Caefars. A marvellous tale, atld a fcanty 
' ftipply, excited the defires of their fkvage coun- 

trymen : they envied the gifts of nature which 
their climate denied ; they coveted the works of 
art which th^y were too lazy to imitate and too 
indigent to purchafe : the Varangian princes un- 
furled the banners of piratical adventure^ and 
their braveft foldiers were drawn from the nations 
that dwelt in the northern ifles of the ocean". 
The image of their naval armaments was revived 

55 Ncftpr, apttd Leveque, Hift. de Rnffie, torn. i. p. 7S — ^0. From the 
Dnieper or Boryfthenes, thcRuilian& went to Black Bulgaria, Chazaria, and 
^ria. To Syria, how ? where ? when ? May we not, inftcad of Zvfut, read 
Tvana (de Adminiftrat. Imp. c 4l« p. 113.) ' "The alteration is flight; 
the pofidon of Saania, between Chaxaria and Lazlc^ is perfe^y fuitable } 
and the name was ftiU uFed in ihexi**^ century (Ccdrcn. torn. ii. p. 770.)* 

5fi'The wars o{ the Ruffians and Greeks in the ix}^, x**, and xi*»» ccn. 
turiesy are related >n the Byzantine Annals, efpecially thofe of Zonaras and 
Cedrenus ; arid all their teilimonics are colleded in the RuJ/tca of Stritter, 
torn. ii. parsii, p. 9 39 — 1044. 

57 Tlfoo-treLifiO'a.iJi.im ^s ««* O't//Jtju«;^t«o» wt 0X17W avo ruf xctroixnyrut 
nr i-m; Trpos-o^KTioi; ra Oxiaw mroii fftrwy* Cedrcnii^' in Compend. 
P.75X. 
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GF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. aa» 

in thie laft century, in the fleets of the Cofacks, 
which iffued from the Boryfthencs, to navigate 
the fame feas, fot a fimilar purpofe'*. The 
Greek appellation of monoxyla^ or fingle canoes, 
might be juftly applied to the bottom of their 
veffels. It was fcooped out of the long ftem of 
a beech or willow, but the flight and narrow 
foundation was raifed and continued on either 
fide with planks, till it attained jthe length of 
fixty,. and the height of about twelve, feet* 
Thefe boats were built without a deck, but with 
two rudders and a mad ; to move with fails and 
oars ; and to contain from forty to feventy men, 
with their arms, and provifions of frefli water 
and fait fifli- The firft trial of the Ruflians was 
made with two hundred boats ; but when the 
national force was exerted, they might arm 
againfl: Confl:antinople a thoufand or twelve hun» 
dred veflels. Their fleet was not much inferior 
to the royal navy of Agamemnon, but it was 
magnified in the eyes of fear to ten or fifteen 
times the real proportion of its flrength and 
numbers. Had the Greek emperors been en- 
dowed with forefight to difcern, and vigour to 
prevent, perhaps they might have fealed with a 
maritime force the mouth of the Boryfthenes* 
Their indolence abandoned the coafl: of Anatolia 
to the calamities of a piratical war, which, after 
an interval of fix hundred years, again infefted 
the Euxine^ but as long as the capital was re<» 

58 Sec Beauplan (Dercription de rUkraine, p. 54— 6i.):lusclerQp|ptfonii 
are lively, his plans accurate, and except the cir(:umilaiK'c of fire<«ann$^ Wt 
may re^d old Rui&ansi for modern Cofncks. 

(^3 fpefted. 
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130 tHE DECLINE ANB FALL 

fpefted, the fufferings of a diftant province 
efcaped the notice both of the prince and the 
hiftorian. The ftorm which had fwept along 
from the Phafis and Trebizontl, at length burft 
on the Bofphorus of Thrace ; a ftreight of fifteen 
miles, in which the rude veflels of the Ruffian 
might have been ftopped and deftroyed by a more 
The firft, fldlful adverfary. In their firft enterprife '• under 
^' ' ^' the prmces of Kiow, they pafled without oppo- 
iition, and occupied the port of Conftantinople 
in the abfence of the emperor Michael, the fon 
of Theophilus. Through a crowd of perils he 
landed at the palace-ftairs, and immediately re- 
paired to a church of the Virgin Ma^y*^ By 
the advice of the patriarch, her garment, a pre- 
cious relic, was drawn from the fanfluary and 
dipped in the fea ; and a feafonable tempefl:, 
which determined the retreat of the Ruflians,^ was 
Thcfeeond, devoutly afcrfbed to the mother of God*'. The 
p. 904. fjgjj^g Qf jj^g Greeks may infpire fome doubt of 
the truth, or at leaft of the importance, of the 
iecond attempt by Oleg the guardian of the fons 

59 It is to be lamented, that Bayer has only given a Di0ertation de Ruflb- 
ram >>nW Expeditibne CanftantinopoHtani (Comment. Acadeai. PecropoL 
torn. vL p. 365—391.). After difentangling fome chronologicaJ intricacies» 
lie fixes it in the years 1(64 or 865, a date which might have fmootbed fome 
doubts and difficulties in the beginning of M. Leveque*8 hiftory. 

60 When Phocius wrote his encicUc epKtle on the converfion of ti^ 
Ruffians, the miracle was nor yetfufficitndy ripe ; he reproaches the nation as 

6i Leo Grammaticus, p. 463,464. Conftantini Continuator> in Script 
poft Thecphanem, p. isi, izz. Simeon Logothet. p. 445, 446. Georg. 
Monach. p. 535, 536. Cedrenus, torn. ii. p. 55z, Zonai^an v>m. ii. 
p« 16a* 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 

pf RuTic% A ftrong barrier of arms and for- 
tifications defended the Bofphorus : they were 
eluded by the ufual expedient of drawing the 
boats over the ifthmus ; and this fimple operation 
is defcribed in the national chronicles, as if the 
Ruffian fleet had failed over dry land with a 
brilk and favourable gale. The leader^ of • the Thr third, 
third armament, Igor, the fon of Ruric, had ' *^'^'* 
cbofen a moment of weaknefs and decay, when 
the naval powers of the empire were employed 
againft the Saracens. But if couragis be not 
wanting, the inftruments of defence are feldom 
deficient. Fifteen broken and decayed gallies 
were boldly launched againft the enemy ; but in- 
ftead of the fingle tube of Greek fire ufually 
planted on the prow, the fides and ftern of each 
veffel were abundantly fupplied with that liquid 
combuftible. The engineers were dextrous ; the 
weather was propitious ; many thoufand Ruffians, 
who chofe rather to be drowned than burnt, 
leaped iptQ the fea ; aiad thofe who efcaped fo the 
Thracian fhore were inhumanly flaughtered by 
the peafants ^nd foldiers. Yet one third of the 
canoes efcaped into (hallow water ; and the 
ne^t fpting Igoy wjis again prepared to retrieve 
his difgrace and claini his revenge *^^ After a 

<5» See NeAorand NicoQ, in Levirque*$ Hift. de Ruflie, torn. i. p. 74-* 
80. I^ftona (Hift. Ducum, p. 75—79.) ufes his advant^^ge to difproyc 
this Ruffian vidtory, which would cloiJ<i the fiege of Kipw by liic Hun- 
garians^ 

65 Leo Grammaticus, p. 506,507. Incert. Contin. p. 263, 264. Simeon 
Logothet. p. 490, 491. George Monach. p» 5S8, 5S9. Ccdren. torn. ii. 
p. 629. Zonaras, torn. ii. p. 19Q, 191. and Liutprand, 1. v. c. 6. wha 
writes from the narrative* of his father-in-law, then ambaflador at Con- 
Aantlnople, and corre^ the vain exaggeration of the Greeks. 

(^4 long 
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^3« THE DECLINE AND FALL 

long peace, Jaroflaus, the great-grandfon of Igor, 
refumed the Yame projeft of a naval invafion. 
Thcfourth, ^ f^QQK under the command of his fon, was 

A. D. 1043. 

repulfed at the entrance of the Bofphorus by the 
fame artificial flames. But in the raihnefs of 
purfuit the vanguard of the Greeks was encom- 
pafTed by an irrefiftible multitude of boats and 
men ; their provifion of fire was probably exhaufted; 
and twenty-four gallies were either taken, funk, or 
deftroyed \ 
f«8o^»*- Yet the threats or calamities of a Ruffian war 

prophecy? wcrc more frequently diverted by treaty than by 
arms. In thefe naval hoftilities, every difadvan- 
tage was on the fide of the Greeks : their favage 
enemy aflforded no mercy ; his poverty promifed 
no fpoil ; his impenetrable retreat deprived the 
conqueror of the hopes of revenge ; and the 
pride or weaknefs of empire indulged an opinion, 
that no^ honour could be gained or loft in the 
intercourfe with Barbarians. At firft their de- 
mands were high and inadmiffible, three pounds 
of gold for each foldier or mariner of the fleet : 
the Ruffian youth adhered to the defign of con- 
queft'and glory; but the counfels of moderation 
were recommended by the hoary fages. " Be 
*• content," they faid, " with the liberal ofiers 
** of Caefar ; is it not far better to obtain without 
^^ a combat, the poffeffion of gold, filver, filks, 
** and all the objefts of our defires? Are we 
** fure of vidory ? Can we conclude a treaty 

^ I can only appeal to Cedrenus (torn. li. p. 758, 759.) and Zonata^ 
(|om. ii. p. 253, 254.)$ but they ^ow more weighty and crediUe as they 
ilFa\f near to their own times* 

"with 
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** with the fea ? We do not tread on the land ; c ji a p. 
** we float on the abyfs of water, and a common n«..-v^ 
** dearth hangs over our heads ^\** The memory 
of thefe Arftic ^fleets that feemed to defcend from 
the Polar circle, left a deep impreffion of terror 
on the Imperial city. By the vulgar of every 
rank, it was aflerted and believed^ than an eqiief* 
trian ftatue in the fquare of Taurus, was fecretly 
infcribed with a prophecy, how the Ruffians, in 
the laft days, fhould become mafters of Conftan- 
tinople **. In our own time, a Ruffian armament, 
inftead of failing from the Boryfthenes, has cir- 
cumnavigated the continent of Europe ; and the 
Turkifh capital has been threatened by a fquadron 
of ftrong and lofty Ihips of war, each of which, 
with its naval fcience and thundering artillery, 
could have funk or fcattered an hundred canoes, 
fuch as thofe of their anceftors. Perhaps the 
prefent generation may yet behold the accom- 
plifliment of the prediftion, of a rare prediction, 
of which the (lyle is unambiguous and the date 
unqueftionable. 

By land the Ruffians were lefs formidable than R«»sn «f 
by fea; and as they fought for the moft part on a,d. 
foot^ their irregular legions muft often have been 955"~97> 
broken and overthrown by the cavalry of the 

65 Neftor» apad Levefque» Hift* de Ruffle, torn. i. p. Sy. 

66 This brazen ftatue, which had been brought from AntJoch, and wai 
melted down by the Latina, was fuppofed to reprcfent either Jofliua or 
BeUefophon, an odd dilemma. See Nicetas Cjhoniates (p. 413, 4140> 
Codinus (de Originibus C. F. p. 24. )» and the anonymous writer de Anci- 
4|uitat. C. P. (Banduri, Imp. Orient, tom. i. p. 179 iSO» who lived about 
the year tioo. They witnefs the belief of tbe prophecy 3 the reft is im* 
materiaU , 

Scythian 
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Scythian hords. Yet their growing towns, how- 
ever* flight and imperfeft, prefented'a flielter to 
the fubjecl and a barrier to the enemy: the 
monarchy of Kiow, till a fatal partition, ?iffumed 
the dominion of the North.; and the nj^tions 
from the Volga to the Danube were fubdued or 
repelled by the arms of Swatoflaiis*^, the fbn 
of Igor,, the fon of Oleg, the'fon of Ruric. The 
vigour of his mind and body was fortifie4 by 
the hardfhips of ' a military and lavage life. 
Wrapt in a bear-flcin, Swatoflaus ufually flept on 
the ground, his head reclining oh a faddle; his 
diet was coarfe and frugal, and, like the heroes 
of Horner^*, his meat (it was often horfe-flefli) 
was broiled or roafled on the coals. The exercife 
of war gave (lability and difcipline to his army j 
and it may be prefumed, that no foldicr was 
permitted to tranfcend the luxury of his chief. 
By an embafly from Nicephorus, the Greek em- 
peror, he was moved to undertake the conqueft 
of Bulgaria, and a gift of fifteen hundred pounds 
of gold was laid «^t his feet to defray the expence, 
or reward the toils, of the expedition. An army 
of fixty thoufand men was affembled and e^n- 
barked ; they failed frpm the Boryfthenes to the 



67 The life of Swatoflaus, orSviatoflaf, or Spliendofthlabus, is extraded 
from the Kufftan Chrohicles by M. Levclque ^Hift. de Ruflte, torn. i. p. 94 
— 107. 

6S This refembiance may be clearly (een in the ninth book of the Iliad 
(205-*-2.2i.) in the minute detail of the cookery of Achilles. By (uch a 
pidlurc, a modern epic poet would difgrace his work, and difguft his 
reader ^ buc the Greek verfes are harmonious, a dead language can feldom 
appear low or familiar ; and at the diftance pf two thoufand feyen hundsrd 
yearS} we are amufed with the primitive manners of antiquity. 
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Panube ; their landing was ^{Fefted on the c h a p.' 
Maefian (hore ; and, after" a fliarp encounter; k^Ji!^.^ 
Ithe fwords of the Ruffians prevailed againft the 
arrows of the Bulgarian horfe. The vanquiflied 
king funk into the grave c his children were made 
captive; and his domrnions, as far as mount 
Haemus, were fubdued or ravaged by the northern 
invaders. But inftead of relinquifliing his prey^ 
and performing his engagements, the Varangian 
prince was more difpofed' to advance than to 
retire ; and, had his ambition been crowned with 
fuccefs, the feat of empire in. th^t early^ period 
plight have been transferred to a more temperate 
find fruitful climate. Swatoflaue enjoyed and ac- 
^owledgcd the advantages of his new pofition, 
in which he could unite, by exchange or rapine, 
the various produftions of the earth. By ati 
eafy navigation he might draw from Ruflia the 
pative commodities of furs, wax, atid hydromel ! 
Hungary fupplied him with a breed of horfes 
^nd the fpoils of the Weft ; and Greece abounded 
with gold, filver, and the foreign luxuries, which 
Jiis poverty hsfd aflFc£led to difdain. The ba^<fs 
pf Patzinacites, Chozars, and Turks, repair^ to 
the ftandard of vidory j and the ambaffador of 
Nicephorus betrayed his truft, affumed the pur- 
ple, and promifed tp (hare with his new allie$ 
the treafures of the Eaftern world. From,, the 
banks of the Danube the Ruffian prince pur- 
fued his march as far as Adrianople; a formal 
fummons to evacuate the Roman province was 
difmiifed with contempt ; and Swatoilaus fiercely 
replied, that Conftantinople might foon expe£k 
(he prefence of an enemy and a mailer. f 

Nice* 
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Nicephorus could no longer expel the mifchief 
v^bich he had introduced ; but his throne and 
wife, were inherited by John Zimifccs **, who, in 
a diminutive body, poffeiTed the fpirit and abilities 
of an hero. The firft yidory of his lieutenants 
deprived the Ruffians of their foreign allies, 
twenty thoufand of whom were either deftroyed 
by the fword, or provoked to revolt, or tempted 
to defert. Thrace was delivered, but feventy 
thoufand Barbarians were dill in arms ; and the 
legions that had been recalled from the new 
conquefts of Syria, prepared, with the return of 
the fpring, to march under the banners of a 
warlike prince, who declared himfelf the friend 
and avenger of the injured Bulgaria. The pafles 
of mount Haemus had been left unguarded ; they 
were inftantly occupied ; the Roman vanguard 
was formed of the immortals (a proud imitation 
of the Perfian (lyle) ; the emperor led the main 
body of ten thouland five hundred foot ; and the 
reft of his forces followed in flow and cautious 
array with the baggage and military engines. 
The firft exploit of Zimifces was the reduction of 
^Xarcia^opolis, or Periftblaba'% in two days: 

' the 



69 Thit fittf^ttlar epithet is derived from the Armenira Unguage, aod 
T^i/Ai^xiK is interpreted in Greek by /au^ouu^ik» or /AMpcuu^fK, A% I pio« 
fefs fiiyielf equally ignorant of tbeje words, 1 may be indulged in thequeiUon 
in the play, *' Pray, which of you is the interpreter ?** From the context, 
they feem to fignify Adelefcentuhs (Leo Diacon. 1. iv. MS. apud Du Cangt, 
Gloffir.GrKC. p. 1570.)* 

7^ In the Sclavonic tongue, the name of Perifthiaba inpUed the great 
or illuArious city, i^tyctXn ntu tura xoi XtypiMWy faya Aiiiia Comneoa 
(Alexiad, 1. vii. p. 1^4-)* From its pofition between mount Haemus and 
the lower Danube, it appears to fill the ground, or at leaft the Aation, of 
llarcianopoUs* Tbt fitiii|ti«D.of Diirttflo.us9 «r DrUlFa, i* well known 
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the trumpets founded; the walls were fcaled; c Ft a pi 
eight thoufand five hundred Ruffian^ were ^ut'td ^ ^^* 
the (word ; and the fons df the Bulgarian- kfti^ 
were refcued from an ignominious prifon, axiS 
inverted- With a riomfhal diadem. After thefc 
repeated lofles, Swatoflaus retired to the fti^g 
poft of Driftra, on the banks of the panubiitf^ 
and was purfued by an enemy who altfernaiely 
employed the arihs of celerity and iklay. Thd 
Byzantine gallies afcended the river 9 the Ieg'ion;d 
completed a line of circumvallarion; and til6 
Ruffian prince was encompaffed, fifraulted^' %hd 
fa^iSied, in the fortifications of the canip alid 
city. Many deeds of valour were performed | 
feveral defperate fallies were slttempted ; rior was 
it till after a fiege of fixty-five days that Swa- 
toflaus yielded to his adverfe fortune. The 
liberal terms which he obtained announce the 
prudence of the vidor^ who refpeded the valour^ 
and apprehended the defpair^ of an unconquered 
mind. The great duke of Ruffia bound himfelf 
by folemn imprecations to relinquifli all hoftild 
defigns ; a fafe paflage was opened for his return ; 
the liberty of trade and navigation was reftored : 
a meafure of corn was diftribtited to each of his 
foldiers ; and the allowance of twenty-two thou- 
fand meafures attefts the lofs and the remnant of 
the Barbarians* After a painful voyage, they 
again reached the mouth of the Boryfthenes ; 
but their provifions were exhaufted, the feafon 
was unfavourable i they paiTed the winter on the 



and cbnfpicuous (Comment. Academ. Petropol. torn. ix. p. 4x5, 416* 
D'AnviUe, GffOgraphk Ancknne, torn. i. p*307. 3ts*}. ' 

5 icej 
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fc^y^P^ u:C4'. and, befo|re,. tlX'^y codld profec.ute thefy 
w^vw p3,arch, SwatoflauSj wa? furprife^ and opprefled by 
y>e /neighbouring, trifees^ with ^yh<>m the Greeks 
fntertained a perpetual and ufeful correfpond- 
enc^'^'« . Far different was the return of Zimifces, 
V^K^-Was req^V^d \n his capital like CamiUus of 
jyj4rius^* the' faViours. of aneient Rome- Bvit the 
lrieritit>f the viftory.was attributed by the pious 
emperor to' tHe mother of God 5 and the image 
of.the Virgio M^ry^ with the divine infant in her 
^rmsi was ; placed on a triumphal car, adorned 
^k\i the fppfla of,^r and the enfigns of Bulgarian 
^pyalty. . Zimifces made his public entry on 
^i^rjfeback j- the.',<^iadem on his head, a crown of 
lgjL>rel:iiii bish^d J a^d Conftantinople wa^ afto^ 
ngfihfe[d.^ applaud: the /martial virtues of her fove- 
u\m'\. ;.: :-./■■■- : . 
convfrfiort j iphotius of; Cbnftantinople, a patriarcii whofe 
A.D.864. ?tnbwon tvafc>. equal .to his curiouty, congratulatea^ 
linafetf:.and';tbf5)<3rFeek church oa the converflon 
bf thd RufliaiJs 7^^' Thofe iiel^ce^and bloody. Bar- 
bariaxus had been perfuaded. by the voice of reafon 



-71 ThCpoHti^l tfiaritfg^fi*^ of the Gre»ksV moid cfptcialiy with th* 
Hatrfnacitcs, i& ex^vntd ♦fj,*!*© fcven ftr/J:, cbap|;erp, d« Adininiftratioil« 
Imperii. , . 

ya In the narrative of this^ww, Leo the t)eac6A (apud Pagi, Critics, 
tdm* iv. A. D. 968-^973.) is 'more authen^i^ and circumftantial tiuA 
Ccdrenus (torn. ii. p. 660—683 ) and Zpnaras (torn. ii. p. 105—214.). 
Thcfe dccfeimefs have maitip'ied to 308,000 aind 330,ob^-nic», th«fc Ituf* 
iian forces, of whhh the contemporary liad given a mockrac* and con-* 
fiAent account. 

■ 73 Phot, Epiftol. ii. No 35. p. 58. edit. Momactit. It ti'as un'wbrthy of 
tlte learning of the editor, to miftake the Ruffian naton, Ta*P»j, |or a 
war-cry of the Bulgarians j nor did it becor.e' the enliehtcned patriarch tor 
accufe the Sclayonian idolatt rs Jrt^ E^nnKm x»k aGstf So^ns* Thcjj wert 
neither Creeks nor Atheifts« 

and 
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Stnd |-eligioQ3f;.ta aqkpgwled^e Jefiis for their Gpd^, c h a p^ 
the;. Cbriftia^jniiffionaries for their teachers, and 
the, Ron^iansfpr,, their /riepds and brethren. . Hi^ 
triumph - ^yas Jtranfient and premature* In tbi> 
various fortyne.of, their f^iratical aci venture, fan^e 
llu|^^a^ chiefs;; juiflght fillojv thpinfelves tq b^ 
&rinkJed .^wi^ -.thev. waters of Ipaptifm ; ,5nd;*:a 
Greek . biftiop,. ..wijh the napie of/ metropolitaw) 
might, adminifter the facraqient^ in the churqh'0§ 
l^ip^^xtp ^ cqngregation of flaves and .natives^' 
l$Mt t^ .ie^dvOf;thf Gofpjclwas.fown on a bairre^ 
foil ;.ra^ny..w^jiiiQ';?pc^ate«f tb^ ;conYert;s w^rft 
few;,an4 tl}^ baptifin of pig{i may be fix^d M 
the . sqr^ of Ruffian Clu^iftianity '^\- A fea\alj^ 
perhajjs^ 'Of ^tl;^ .^^^^ 9PS^3 .w^9 cotild> i^eagft 
iiic.d^^th^ ,arid.affwme,ith^ fqeptre^jfof her htiib^4' 
%or,jfnull have be^n. endowed, vj^it^ thofeaftivft 
yirtue^rrwl^ch cofl:ifl[iand the fez^r and obedie^icefpf 
Barbarians. . In, a mora,ent of foreign and domeftic 
peace, ihe failed from Kiow^.to Conftantiijopl^ ; 
and the emperor ^Conftanune Porphyrogenitu$. Bapdfmof 
has. defcribed with i^iii^te,^ diligence the cete- a. 01955. 
monial of her reception in bis capital and palace* 
The fteps, the titles, the falutations, the banquet, 
the prefents, were exquifitely adpfted, to gratify 
the vanity of the ftranger, with due reverence to 
th^ fuperior, majefty of the purple ". In the 

facrament 

74 M. Leveique has extrad^ed, from old chronicles and modern refearche^^ 

the moft fatisfa^ry iiccdant of the ircligidn of the Sfrw, and tlie converfion 

of Ruffia (Hift. deRuffie, lom.i. p« 35— 54. 59. 9a, 93. 113—111. 124 

^129. 148, 149, &€.). ^ . : 

.71 See the Ceffmonlale Aubb Bysant. torn. ii. c. 15. p. 343-^345* i 

the ftylc of OJga, or Elgai, it Af^imff^et 'Pwcrwj. For the chief of Bar*" 

barians* 
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facratnent of baptifm, fke received the venerable 
name of the emprefs Helena ; and her converfion 
might be preceded or followed by her uncle, two 
interpreters, fixteen damfels, of an higher, and 
eighteen of a lower rank, twenty-two domeftics 
or minifters, and forty-four Ruffian merthants, 
who compofed the retinue of the great princefs 
Olga. After her return to Kiowand' Novogorod, 
ihe firmly perHfted in her new religion ; but 
her labours in the propagation of the Gofpel 
were not crowned with fuccefs; and toth her 
family and nation adhered with obRinacy or indif- 
ference to the gods of their fathers. Her fon 
Swatoflaus was apprehenfive of the fcorn and 
ridicule of his companions ; atid her grandfon 
"Wolodomir devoted his youthful zeil to multiply 
and decorate the monuments of ancient worfliip. 
The favage deities of the North were flill pro- 
pitiated with human facrifices : in the choice of 
the viftim, a citizen was preferred to a ftranger, 
a Chriftian to an idolater ; and the father, who. 
defended his fon from the factirdotal knife, was 
involved in the fame doom by the rage of a 
fanatic tumult. Yet the lefToiis and exanlple of 
the pious Olga had made a deep, though fecret, 
impr^ffion on the mihds of the prince atid people : 
the Greek mifEbnaries continued to preach, to' 
difpute, and to baptife ; and the ambafladors or 
merchants of Ruffia compared the idolatry of the 
woods with the elegant fuperflition of Conftan- 

barians the Greeks whimfically borrowed the title of aft Adieniaa magiilratr, 
with a female termiimiony which would have aHonUhid the ear of De. 
moAhonet. s, , . 

tinople* 
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tiflople. They had gazed with admiration on c h a p. 
the dome of St. Sophia; the lively piftqres of ^s-^^^ 
faints and martyrs, the riches of the altar^ the 
number and veftments of the priefts, the pomp 
and order of the ceremonies ; they were edified 
by the alternate fucceflion of devout filence and 
harmonious fong i nor was it difficult to perfuade 
them, that a choir of angels defcended each day 
from heaven to join in the devotion of the 
Chriftians*\ But the converfion of Wolodomir ofWoio- 
tl^as determined, or haftened, by his defire of a a."d?988. 
Roman bride. At the fame time, and in the 
city of Cherfon, the rites of baptifm and mar- 
riage were celebrated by the Chriftian pontiflF: 
the city he reftored to the emperor Bafil, the 
brother of his fpoufe ; but the brazen gates were 
tranfported, as it is faid, to Novogorod, and 
ereded before the firft church as a trophy of his 
viftory and faith ". At his defpotic command, 
Peroun, the god of thunder, whom he had fo 
long adored, was dragged through the ftreets of 
Kiow; and twelve fturdy Barbarians battered 
with clubs the misfliapen image, which was in* 

76 See an anonymous fragment publiOied by Banduri (Imperlum Orlcn- 
tale, torn. ii. p. lit,, 113.], de ConverfioneRufTorum. 

77 Cherfon, or Corfun, is mentioned by Herberftein (apisd Pagi, torn. iv. 
p. 56.) as the place of Wolodomir*s baptifm and maniage; and bo^h thf 
tradition and the gates are ftill prefervcd at Novogorod. Yet an obferving 
traveller tranfports the brazen gates from Magdeburgh in Germany (Coxe^t 
Travels into RulTia, &c. vol^ I p. 452*)$ «nd quotes an infcription, which 
feems to judify his opinion. The modern reader muil not confound thi$ 
old Cherfon of the Tauric or Crimzean peninfula with a new city of the 
fame name, wiiich has arifen near the mouth of the Bory/lhenes, and was 
lately honoured by the memorable interview of the cmprefs of Ruilla with 
the emperor of the Wcfti 

VojL. X. R dignantly 
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dfgnantly caft mtc the waters of the Boryfthenes* 
The edift of Wolodomir had proclaimed, that 
all who (hould tefufe the rites of baptiftn would 
be treated as the enemies of God and their prince } 
and the rirers Were inftantly filled with many 
thoofands of obedient Ruffians, who acquieiced 
in the truth and excellence of a dodrine which 
had been embraced by the great duke and his 
boyars. In the next generation, the relics of 
paganifm were finally extirpated ; but as the two 
brothers of Wolodomir had died without baptifniy 
their bones were taken from the grave, and 
ianfUfied by an irregular and poftbumous facra- 
ment* 
cbriftianity In the ninth, tenth, and eleventh centuries of 
North, ^^ Chriftian sera, the reign of the gofpel and of 
A.D.soo the church was extended over Bulgaria, Hun- 
gary, Bohemia, Saxony, Denmark, Norway, 
Sweden, Poland, and Ruflia ^^ The triumphs of 
apoftolic zeal were repeated in the iron age of 
Chriftianity; and the northern and eaflern regions 
of Europe fubmitted to a religion, more different 
in theory than in practice, from the worfhip of 
their native idols. A laudable ambition excited 
the monk^, both of Germany and Greece, to vifit 
the tents and huts of the Barbarians : poverty, 
hardfhips, and dangers, were the lot of the firft 
mifllonaries : their courage was adive and patient ; 
their motive pure and meritorious : their prefent 
reward confifted in the teftimony of their con- 

7* Confult the Latin text, or Englifli verfion, of Mofh/im's excellent 
hiftory of the church, under the 6ift ticad orfc^lon of each of thefe centuries* 

6 fcience 
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fcience aqd tlie refpeA of a grateful people; but 
the fruitful harveft of their toils was inherited and 
enjoyed by the proud and wiealthy prelates of 
fucceeding times* The firft converiions were free 
and fpontaneous: an holy life and an eloquent 
tongue were the only arms of the miffionartes; 
but the domeftic fables of the Pagans were iilenced 
by the miracles and vifions of the ftrangers } and 
the favourable temper of the chieft was accelerated 
by the dictates of vanity and intereft. The 
leaders of nations, who were faluted.with the 
titles of kings and faints '% held it lawful and 
pious to impofe the Catholic faith on their fobjefts 
and neighbours: the coaft: of the Baltic, from 
Holilein to the gulf of Finland, was invaded 
under the ftandard of the crofs ; and the reign of 
idolatry was clofed by the converfion of Lithuania 
in the fourteenth century. Yet truth and candour 
muft acknowledge^ that the converfion of the 
North. imparted many temporal benefits both to 
the 0I4 and the new Chriftians. The rage of 
war inherent to the human fpedes, could not be 
healed by the evangeUd precepts of charity and 
peace; and the ambition of Catholic prmces has 
tenewed in every age the calamities of hoflile 
contention. Bdt the admiflion of the Barbarians 
into the pale of civil and ecclefiaftical fociety de- 

19 In the year looo, the ambafladors of S^ Stephen received from pope 
Sylvefter the title of king of Hungary, with a diadem of Greek workman- 
fiiip. It had been defigncd for the duke of Poland 5 but the Poles, by their 
own confeflion, were yet too barbarous to deferve an mgelieal and apofioRcal 
crown (Katona, Hift. Critic. Rcgura Stirpia Arpadianse, lona. i. p* i— 
ao.). 
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livered Europe from the depredations, by fea 
and land, of the Normans, the Hungarians, and 
the Ruffians, who learned to fpare their brethren 
and cultivate their pol^effions•^ The eftabliA- 
ment of law and^ order was promoted by the in- 
fluence of the clergy ; and the rudiments of art 
and fcience were introduced into the favage coun- 
tries of the globe. The liberal piety of the 
Ruffian princes engaged in their fervice the mod 
Ikilful of the Greeks, to decorate the cities and 
inftrud the inhabitants : the dome and the paint- 
ings of St. Sophia were rudely copied in the 
churches of Kiow and Novogorod: the writings 
of the fathers were tranflated into the iSclavonic 
idiom; and three hundred noble youths were 
invited or compelled to attend the leiTons of the 
college of Jaroflaus. It fhould appear that Ruffia 
might have derived an early and rapid improve- 
ment from her peculiar conneflion with the church 
and ftate of Condantinople, which in that age fo 
juftly defpifed the ignorance of the Latins. But 
the Byzantine nation was fervile, folitary, and 
verging to an hafty decline : after the fall of Kiow, 
the navigation of the Boryfthenes was forgotten ; 
the great princes of Wolodomir and Mofcow were 
feparated from the fea and Chriftendom } and the 

So Liden tQ the exultations of Adatri of Bremen (A. D. loSo), of which 
the fubftance is agreeable to truth : Ecce ilia ferociflima. Danorum, &c. 

natio ..... jamdudum novit In Dei laudilus Alleluia refonare 

Bcce populus iile piraticus . . ... fuis nunc finibus contentus eft. £cce 
patria horribilis femper inacceHa propter cultum idolorum . . . prsdicatores 
veritatis ubique cerratim admittit, &c. &c. (de Situ Paniae, &c. p. 40, 41. 
edit. Elzcivir: a curious and original profpcdt of the north of Europe, and 
tiie introdudlon of ChriAianity). 

divided 
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divided monarchy was oppreffed by the ignominy chap. 
and bhndnefs of Tartar fervitude". The Sclavonic ,_j:^ 
and Scandinavian kingdoms, which had been 
converted by the Latin miflionaries, were expofed, 
it is true, to the fpiritual jurifdidion and temporal 
claims of the popes ** ; but they were united, in 
language and religious worlhip, with each other, 
and with Rome; they imbibed the free and ge- 
nerous fpirit of the European republic, and gra- 
dually (hared the light of knov^ledge which arofe 
on the weftern world. 

S> The great princes removed in 1156 from Riow, which was rained by 
the Tartars in 134a Mofcew became the feac of empire in the xiv^^ 
century. See the i*' and 2^ volumes of Levefque*^s Hlftory,and Mr. Coxe*s 
Traveb into the North, torn. i. p. 241, tec 

9% The ambaiTadors of St- Stephen had ufed the reverential expreflions of 
regpum oh/atum, dtbitam o6eaientiam, &c. which were moft rigoroufly inter"* 
preted by Gregory Vil jand the Hungarian Catholics are diftrelTed between 
the iandity of the pope- and the independence of the Crown (Katona^ Hiit. 
QfiXK^y torn.!, p, 20—45. ^^' *^' P* 3^4* 34^' 3^> &6.). 
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CHAP. LVI. 

The Saracens^ Franks^ and Greeks^ in Italy. — Ftr/l 
Adventures and Settlement of the Normans* — Cba- 
rader and Conquejls of Robert Guifcardj Duke of 
Apulia. — Deliverance <f Sicily by his Brother 
Roger»'^Vidories of Robert over the Emperors of 
the Eafi and Wefi. — Roger^ King of Sicily^ in- 
vades Africa and Greece.-^^Tbe Emperor Manuel 
Comnenus.*fWars of the Greeks and Normans. ^^ 
Extindion of the Normans. 

CHAP. TT^HE three great nations of the world, the 
<,J;3!L^ Greeks, the Saracens, and the Franks, en- 

confliaof countered each other on the theatre of Italy*. 

the Sara- ^ 

cens. La- The fouthem provinces, which now compofe the 
Creek", in kingdom of Naples, were fubjeft, for the mod 

a"d!84o -P*r^ ^^ ^^^ Lombard dukes and princes of 

—1017. 

» For the general hiftory of Italy in the ix** and x** centuries^ I may 
properly refer to the v^", vi*'» and vii^* books of Sigonius de Regno Itaiiae 
(in the fecond volume of hi& works, Milan, 173a) ; the Annals of Baronius, 
with the Criticifm of Pagi 5 the vii*"* and viii<'» books of the Iftoria Civile 
del Regno di Napoli of Giannone; the vit^'^ and viii^'* volumes (theo£lavo 
edition) of the Annali d*Italia of Muratori, and the 2d volume of the Abrege 
Chronologique of M. de St. Marc, a work which, under a fuperiicial title, 
contains much genuine learning and induftry. But my long accuftomed 
reader will ^ive me credit for faying, that I myfelf have afccnded to the 
fountain-head, as often as fuch afcent could be either profitable or poffible; 
and that 1 have diligently turned over the originals in the firil voJomes of 
Muratori*8 great colledlion of the Sirifterex Rerum Itaikarum* 

Bene* 
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Beneventum*; £0 powerful in war, that they chaf. 
checked for a moment the genius of Charlemagne ; 
fo liberal in peace, that they maintained in their 
cs^ital an academy of thirty-two philofophers and 
grammarians. The divifion of this flourifliing 
ftate produced the rival principalities of Benevento, 
Salerno, and Capua ; and the tboughtlefs ambition 
or revenge of the competitors invited the Saracens 
to the ruin of their common inheritance. During 
a calamkoufi period of two hundred years, Italy 
was expofed to a repetition of wounds, which the 
invaders wo-e not capable of healing by the unioq 
and tranquillity of a perfe& conqueft. Their 
frequent and almoft annual fquadrons* ilTued from 
the^ port of Palermo, and were entertained with 
too much indulgence by the Cbriftians of Naples ; 
the more formidable fleets were prepared on the 
African coaft ; and even the Arabs of Andalufia 
were fometimes tempted to affiil or oj^fe the 
Moflems of an adverfe (eSt. In the revolution of 
human events, a new ambufcade was concealed 
in the Caudine forks, the fields of Cannsp were 
bedewed a fecond time with the blood of the* 
Africans, and the fovereign of Rome again. at« 
tacked or defended the walls of Capua and Ta- 
rentum. A colony of Saracens had been planted 
at Bari, which commands the entrance of the 
Adriatic Gulf; and their impartial depredations 
provoked the r^entment, and conciliated the 
union, of the two emperors. An ofFenfive alliance 

» Camillo Ptllegrlno, a learned C.^puan of the hii ccntory,has illuftrjtcd 
the hiftory of the dutchy of Ecntvcntum, in his two books, HiAoria Prin- 
cipufn Longobardorutii, in the Scriptures ot Muratoii» toin. ii» pars i. 
p. 221 -345. and Wm. v. p. 159 — 245. 
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wa$ concluded between Bafil the Macedonian, the 
firft of his race, and Lewis, the great-grandfon 
of Charlemagne ^ ; and each party fupplied the 
deficiencies of his aflbciate* It would have been 
imprudent in the Byzantine monarch to tranfpon 
his ftationary troops of Alia to an Italian cam- 
paign; and the Latin arms would have been in- 
fufficient, if his fuperior navy had not occupied 
the mouth of the Gulf. The fortrefs of Bari was 
invefted by the infantry of the Franks, and by 
conqticft the cavalry and gallies of the Greeks ; and, after 
iLp?S7i. ^ de&nce of four years, the Arabian emir fub- 
mitted to thp clemency qf Lewis, who commanded 
in p^rfon the operations of the fiege. This im- 
portant conqueft had been atchieved by the con- 
cord of the Eafl: and Weft ; but their recent amity 
was foon embittered by the mutual complaints of 
jealoufy and pride. The Greeks aflumed as their 
' own the merit of the conquefl; and the pomp of 
the triumph; extolled the greatnefs of their 
powers, and affeded to deride the intemperance 
and floth of the handful of Barbarians who ap- 
peared under the banners of the Carlovingian 
prince. His reply is exprefled-with the eloquence 
of indignation and truth : ** We confefs the mag- 
f nitpde of your preparations,'^ fays the great- 
grandfon of Qharlemagne. ** Your armies were 
^' indeed as numerous as a cloud of fummer lo- 
f^ cuds, who darken the day, flap their wings, 
•' and, after a (hort flight, tumble weary and 
^^ breathlefs to the ground. Like them, ye funk 

3 See Con(Untin. P^iphyros®'*- ^ ThcmatibiM, J. ii. c. xi. in Viu BaCil 

^* after 
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^^ after a feeble effort ; ye were vanquHhed by chap. 
♦* your own cowardice ; and withdrew from the y„^^y>^ 
** fcene of a£Uon to injure and defpoil our 
" Chriftian fubjeAs of the Sclavonian coaft. Wc 
«« were few in number, and why were we few? 
^^ becaufe, after a tedious expedation of your 
^' arrival, I had difmiffed my hoft, and retained 
•* only a chofen band of warriors to continue the 
** blockade of the city. If they indulged their 
^^ hofpitable feafts in the face of danger and 
^' death, did thefe feafts abate the vigour of their 
^^ enterprife ? Is it by your fafting that the walls 
*^ of Bari have been overturned ? Did not thefe 
^^ valiant Franks, diminifhed as they, were by Ian* 
^* guor and fatigue, intercept and vanquifh tl^ 
^* three moft powerful emirs of the Saracens ? 
^^ and did not their defeat precipitate the fall of 
^* the dty ? Bari is now fallen ; Tarentum trem- 
^^ btes ; Calabria will be delivered ; and, if we 
^^ command the fea, the ifland of Sicily may be 
^^ refcued from the hands of the infidels. My 
^^ brother, (a name moft ofienfive to the vanity 
*^ of the Greek,) accelerate your naval fuc*- 
*< cours, refpeft your allies, and diftruft your 
^^ flatterers V 

^ Thefe lofty hopes were foon extinguiflied by N«wrpro- 
the death of Lewis, and the decay of the Carlo- creekc m 
yingian houfe ; and whoever might deferve the i[f^^' g^^ 
honour, the Greek emperors, Bafil, and his fon 
^eo, fecured the advantage, of the reduction of 

4 The original epiftjc of the emperor Lewis II. to the emperor Bafil, a 
curious record of the age, was firft. published by Baronius (Annal. Ecclef. 
A. D. 871, No 51— 7i.)» from the Vatican MS. of Erchempert, or rather 
pf the anonymous hUlorian of Safemq. 

Bari. 
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CHAP, Bari. The Italians of Apulia and Calabria weie 
pcrfuaded or compelled to acknowledge their fupre- 
macy, and an ideal line from mount Garganus 
to the bay of Salerno, leaves the far greater part 
of the kingdom of Naples under the dominion of 
the caftern empire. Beyond ^hat line, the dukes 
or republics of Amalfi' and Naples, who had 
liever forfeited their voluntary allegiance, rejoiced 
in the neighbourhood of their lawful fovereign ; 
and Amalfi was enriched by fupplying Europe 
with the produce and manufactures of Afia. But 
the Lombard princes of Benevento, Salerno, and 
Capua ^ were reluftantly torn from the commu- 
nion of the Latin world, and too often violated 
iheir oaths of fervitude and tribute. The city of 
Bari rofe to dignity and wealth, as the metropolis 
of the new theme or province of Lombardy ; the 
title of patrician, and afterwards the Angular name 
of Catapan''^ was affigned to the fupreme go- 
vernor; 

5 See an excellent diflettation de Republics Amalphkanl* in the Appen. 
^Ix (p. I— 4a0 of Henry BrencraJin^s H^w'ia Pan^aarum (Trajeiti ad 
Rbenum, 1722, in 4*0). 

6 Your mafter, fays Nicephonii, has given aid and pro^eaion pri^cipi. 
bus Capuano ei Beneventaao, fcrvis meis, quos oppugnare difpono . . . . • 
lObva (potias nata) r^eftquid eorum patrea ct rt'i noftro Iinperio tributa 
dcdcvunt (Liutprapd, in tcgat. p. 484.)* Salerno is not mentioned, yet 
the prince changed his party about the fame time, and Camillo P«liegrmo 
{Script. Rer. Ital. tom.ii* pars i. p. %%^,) has nicely difcerned this change 
in the ftyk of the anonyinpus chronicle. On the rafi^nal ground of hiAory 
and language, Liutprand (p. 480.) had^aiTerted the Latin claim 10 Apulia 
and Calabria. ' • 

7 See the Greek and Latin GloflTaries of Du Cangt {jS.ot,rvxj»my catapfimi)^ 
and his nojes on the Alexias (p. 275.)' Againft the contemporary notion, 
which derives it from Kara To-y, juteta omne^ he treats it as a coi rupticn 
of the' Latin c(*}>itaneus* Yet M« de St. MarC has accurately obfcrved 

(Abrtgf 
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vernor ; and the policy bath of the church jtnd chap, 
ilate was modelled in exafb fubordination to the %^^mmmj^ 
throne of Conftantinople. As long as the fceptre 
was difputed by the princes of Italy, their efforts 
were feeble and adverfe ; and the Greeks r^fifted 
or eluded the forces of Germany, which defcended 
from the Alps under the Imperial ftandard of the 
Othos. The firft and greateft of thofc Saxon 
prnftces was compelled to relinquifli the iiege of 
Bari : the fecond, after the lofs of his ftoutefl: 
InAops and barons, efcaped with honour from 
the bloody field of Crotona. On that day the Defeat of 
fcale of war was turned agaiaft the Franks by the ^| q/"* 
valour of the Saracens *. Thefe corfairs had in- 
deed been driven by the Byzantine fleets from the 
fortrefles and coafts of Italy ; but a £in(p of 
intereft was more prevalent than fuperftition or 
refentment, and the caUph of Egypt had trans- 
ported forty thouiand Moilems to the aid of his 
Chriftian ally. The fucceflbrs of Bafil amufed 
them&lves ixrith the belief, that the conquefl: of 
Lombardy had been atchieved, and was ftill pre- 
ferved, by the juftice of their laws, the virtues of 
thar minifters, and the gratitude of a people 
^hom they had refcued from anarchy and op^ 

( Abrege Chr^nologique, torn. ii. p. 924-)> that in this age the capitanci 
were not caftainsf but only nobles of the trA rank, the great faivaflbrs of 
iuly. 

' Ov /46voy h» voXe/xuv aKpidvi trtrevYfxaon Torouint VTerryetyt to e09o$ 
(the Lombards), otXXct xou ayx"**9^ ;^pn^i«/AE»of, xeu itKOMxrvfi^ xoi 
;Cpt»roTiiT* nriUKui te t«5 «'pocrsp;to/uifyo*f Tp^oar^tfOjxaoi xeu rnf «Xw9cpia» 
'avrotq ieouay\i ti iw\wtqy tuxi tw oiXKm ^foXoy*xw X^P'^'^/^^'o; 
(Leon. Taftic. c. xv. p. 741.)- The little Chronicle of Beneventum 
(torn. ii. pars 1/ p. aSo. ) gives a far different character of the Greeks during 
fhe five years (A. D. 891— S96; that Leo was mailer of the city. 

preffion. 
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prcffion. A feries of rebellions might dart a ray 
of truth into the palace of Conftantinople ; and 
the illufions of flattery were difpelled by the 
eafy and rapid fuccefs of the Norman adven- 
turers. 

Anecdote*. fhc revolution of human aflfairs had produced 
'in Apulia and Calabria, a melancholy contraft 
between the age of Pythagoras and the tenth 
century of the Chriftian aera. - At the former 
period, the coaft of Great Greece (as it was then 
ilyled) was planted with free and opulent cities : 
thefe cities were peopled with foldiers, artifts, and 
phik)fi>pfaers ; and the military ftrength of Ta- 
•rentum, Sybaris, or Crotona, was not inferior to 
that bf a powerful kingdom* At the fecond 
«ra, thefe once-flourifliing provinces were clouded, 
with ignorance, impoverifhed by tyranny, and 
•depopulated by Barbarian war; nor can we fe- 
Terely accufe the) exaggeration of a contemporary, 
that a fair and ample diftrifl was reduced to the 
fame defolation which had covered the earth after 
. the general deluge'. Among the hoftilities of 
the Arabs, the Franks, and the Greeks, in the 
fouthern Italy, I (hall feledt two or three anec- 

A.D, 873. dotes expreifive of their national manners. !• It 
was the amufement of the Saracens to profane, 
as well as to pillage, the monaderies and churches* 



9 Calabriam adeunt, eamquc inter fe divlfam reperlentes fondltus depo- 
pulati funt (or depopularunt), ita ut deferu fit velut in diluvio. Sucb is 
tlie text of Htrempertj or Erchemptrt, according to the two editions of 
Carraccioli (Rer. Italic. Script, torn. v. p* 13>) and Camilio Pellegrino 
(torn. ii. pars I p. 246.). Both were cxtreoiely fcarce> when thej were 
reprinted by Muratori. 
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At the fiege of Salerno, a Mufulman chief fpread chap. 
his couch on the communion-table, and on that ^^.mm^ : ^ 
altar facrificed each night the virginity of a Chrift- 
ian nun. As he wreftled with a reluftant maid, 
a beam in the roof was accidentally or dextroufly 
thrown down on his head ; and the death of the 
luftful emir was imputed to the wrath of Chrift, 
which was at length awakened to the defence of 
his faithful fpoufe '^ 2. The Saracens befieged a. d. tj^ 
the cities of Beneventum and Capua : after a vain 
appeal to the fuccelTors of Charlemagne, the 
Lombards implored the clemency and aid of the 
Greek emperor "• A fearlefs citizen dropt from 
the walls, pafled the intrenchments, accomplifhed 
his commiffion, and fell into the hands of the 
Barbarians, as he was returning with the welcome 
news. They commanded him to aOift their en- 
terprife, and deceive his countrymen, with the 
aflurance that wealth and honours (bould be the 
reward of his falfehood, and that his fincerity 
would be punifbed with immediate death. He 
afieded to yield, . but as foon as he was conduced 
within hearing of the Chriftians on the ram« 

10 Baronlus (Annal. Ecclef. A. D. S749 No 2.) has drawn this (lory 
from a MS. of Erchempert, who died at Capua only fifteen years afur the 
event. But the cardinal was deceived by a falfe title, and we can only 
quote the anonymous Chronicle of Salerno (Paralipomeoay c. iia), com- 
pofed towards the end of the x^*^ century, and published in the fecond 
volume of Muratori^s CoiUdion. See the Di(fertation;s of Camillo Pelle- 
£rino (torn. ii. parsi* 231—^81, ice, 

11 Conllantine Porphyrogenitus (in Vit. Bafil. 'C.5S. p. 1S3.) is the 
original author of this (lory. He places it under the reigns of Bafll and 
Lewis II. ; yet the reduction of Beneventum by the Greeks is dated A. IX 
l^iy after the deceafe of both of thofe prlnces« 
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part, " Priends ind brethren," be cried with 1 
loud Voice, *' be bold and patient, maintain the 
•' city } your fovereign is informed of your dif* 
** trefs, and your deliverers are at hand. I kno\3ir 
^ my doom, and commit my wife and chtldreQ 
" to your gratitude." The rage of the Arabs 
confirmed his evidence ; and the felf-devoted pa- 
triot was tranfpierced with an hundred fpears« 
He dcferves to Jive in the memory of the virtuous^ 
but the repetition of the fame (lory in ancient and 
modern times, may fprinkle fome doubts on th^ 
A.D,93o, reality of this generous deed**. 3. The re- 
cital of the third incident may provoke a fmile 
amidft the horrors of war. Theobald, marquis of 
Camerino and Spolcto *', fupported the rebels of 
Beneventum; and his wanton cruelty was not 
incompatible in that age with the character of an 
hero. His caf^ives of the Greek nation or party 
were caftrated without mercy, and the outrage 
was aggravated by a cruel jeft, that he wifbed td 
prefent the emperor with a fupply of eunucht^ 
the moft precious ornaments of the Byzantine 

12 In the year 663, the fame tragedy is defcribed by Paul the Deacon 
(de Gcftis Langobard. L v. c 7, 8. p. 870, 871- edit. GrotO> nndcr tlw 
wails of the fame city of Bcncventum. But the a^ors are different, and 
the guilt is imputed to the Greeks themfelvcs, which in the Byzantint 
edition is applied to the Saracens. In the late war in Germany, M. d^Aflat, 
a French officet;of the regiment ef Auvergnc, is /aid to have devoted hhn*. 
(elfin a Similar iVianncr. His behaviour is the more heroic, as mere filenoc 
was required by the enemy who had made him prifoner (Voluire, Siccle df 
Louis XV. c. 33. torn. ix. p. I7*.)« 

H Theobald, who is ftylcd Herot by Liutprand, Was properly dcrtce of 
Spoleto and marquis of Camerino, from the year 9^6 to 935. The titfe 
Md office of aiarqvis {commander of tfae march or ftontier) was introdoced 
into Italy by the French empcrwrs (Ainegl Chronotosique^ tMuH. 
p. 645— 73*> &c)* 
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court. The garrtfon of a caftle had been defeated chap; 
in a fally^ and the prifoners were fentenced to the ^ ^^^ 
cuftomary operation. But the facrtfice was dif- 
turbed by the intrufion of a frantic female, who, 
with bleedmg cheeks, difhevelled hair, and im- 
portunate clamours, compelled the marquis to 
liften to her complaint. " Is it thus,'* flie cried, 
^^ ye magnanimous heroes, that ye wage war 
*' againtl women, againft women who have never 
" injured ye, and whofe only arms are the diftaff 
" and the loom ?" Theobald denied the charge, 
and protefted, that, fmce the Amazons, he had 
never heard of a female war. " And how," (he 
furioufly exclaimed, ^^ can you attack us more 
" direftly, how can you wound us in a more 
^^ vital part, than by robbing our hufbands of 
" what we moft dearly cherifli, the fource of 
" our joys, and the hope of our pofterity ? The 
*^ plunder of our, flocks and herds I have endured 
" without a murmur, but this fatal injury, this 
^^ irreparable lofs, fubdues my patience, and calls 
" aloud on the juftice of heaven and earth.** 
A general laugh applauded her eloquence; the 
favage Franks, inacceflible to pity, were moved 
by her ridiculous, yet rational, defpair ; and with 
the deliverance of the captives, (he obtained the 
reftitution of her eflfefts. As (he returned in tri- 
umph to the caftle, (he was overtaken by a mef- 
fenger, to inquire, in the name of Theobald,, 
what punifhment (hould be inflided on her huf- 
band, were he again taken in arms ? " Should 
" fuch," (he anfwered without hefitation, " be 
*' his guilt and misfortune, he has eyes, and a 

« nofe. 
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^^ nofe, and hands and feet. Thefe are his avm^ 
** and thefe he may deferve to forfeit by his 
^^ perfonal offences. But let my lord be pleafed 
^^ to fpare what his little handmaid prefumes 
^' to claim as her peculiar and lawful pro- 
" perty'*." 
Origin of The eftabliflimcnt of the Normans in the 
the Nor- kingdoms of Naples and Sicily", is an event 
iuix» moft romantic in its origin, and in its confe- 
^' ''*^' * quences moft important both to Italy and the 
Eaftern empire. The broken provinces of the 
Greeks, Lombards, and Saracens, were expofed 
to. every invader, and every fea and land were 
invaded by the adventurous fpirit of the Scan- 
dinavian pirates. After a long indulgence of 
rapine and (laughter, a fair and ample territory 
was accepted, occupied, and named, by ,the 
Normans of France ; they renounced their gods 
for the God of the Chriilians '^ ; and the dukes 

of 



14 Litttprand, Hifl. 1. iv. c, iv. in the Rerum Italic. Script, tom. i. pars !• 
p. 453, 454. Should the licentioufnefs of the tale be queftioned, 1 may 
exclaim with poor Sterne, that it is hard if I may not tranfcribe with 
caution, what a biihop could write without fcruple ( What if I had tranf- 
lated, ut viris certetis tcfticulos amputare, in quibuS noftri corporis refocii- 
latio, &c. ? 

15 The original monuments of the Normans in Italy arc coUeded in the 
^» volume of Muratori, and among thefe we may diftinguifli the poem of 
William Apulus (p. 245 — 278.) and the hiftory of Galfridus {Jeffrey) 
Malaterra (p. 537—607.). Koth were natives of France, but they wrote 
«nthe fpot, in the age of the fird conquerors (before A. D. 1100.), and 
with the fpirit of freemen. It is needlefs to rec^itulate the compilers anrd 
critics of lulian hillory, Sigonius, Baronius, Pagi, Giannone, Muratori, St. 
Marc, &c. whom 1 have always confulted, and never copied. 

>6 Some of the firfl converts were baptized ten or twelve timet. 
§ur the lake of the white garmeot ufuaJly given at this ceremony. 

At 
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of Normandy acknowledged thetnfelves the vaflals ^ " '^^^ 
of the fucceffors of Charlemagne and Capet, The ^^^,'^ 
lavage fiercenefs which they had brought from the 
Ihowy mountains of Norway, was refined, with- 
out being corrupted, in a warmer climate ; the 
companions of RoUo infenfibly mingled with the 
natives; they imbibed the manners, language *% 
and gallantry, of the French nation ; and, in a 
martial age, the Noritians might claim the palm 
of valour and glorious atchievements. Of the 
fafliionable fuperftitions, they embraced with ar- 
dour the pilgrimages of Rome, Italy, and the 
Holy Land. In this a£Uve devotion, their minds 
and bodies were invigorated by exercife : danger 
was the incentive, novelty the recpmpence: and 
the profped of the world was decorated by won- 
der, credulity, and ambitious hope. They con-' 
federated for their mutual defence; and the 
robbers of the Alps, who had been allured by 
the garb of a pilgrim, were often chaftifed by 
the arm of a warrior. In one of thefe pious vifits • 
to the cavern of mount Garganus in Apulia, 
which had been fandified by the apparition of 

At the funeral of Rollo, the gifts to monafteries for the repofe of his Tout 
were accompanied by a facrificc of one hundred captives. But in a genera-, 
tion or two, the national change was pure and gcneraL 

17 The Danifh language was dill fpoken by the Normans of 6.iyeux on 
the fea-coaft, at a time (A. D. 940.) when it was already forgotten at Rouen, 
inthe court and capital. Quem (Richard L) confeftim pater Baiocas rait* 
tens Botonj militis fuae principi nutricndum tradidity ut, ubi Ungua eruditus 
Danlci, fuis exterifque hominibus fciret aperte dare refpooia (WiUielm. Ge- 
meticenfis de Ducibus Normannis, 1. iii. c. 8. p. 6z|. edit. Camden). Of 
the vern.iCular ^d favourite idiom of William the Conqueror (A. D. 1055), 
Selden (Opera, torn. ii. p. t64o— 16§6.) has given a fpecimea, obfpUte 
and obfcure even to antiquarians and lawyers* 

Vox.. X. S die 
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CHAP, the archangel Michael'S they were accofted by 
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a ftranger in the Greek h^bit, hut who foon 
revealed himfelf a$ a rebel, a fugjitive, and a 
mortal foe of the Gre^ ernpire. His name was 
Melo; a noble citiaeii of B^ri, who, after an 
unfuccefsful revolt, was coinpelled to feek nev 
allies and avengers of his country. The bold 
appearance of the Normans revived his hopes and 
folicited his confidence : they liftened to the 
complaints,, and ftill more to the promifes, of 
the patriot. Tlie afiurancc of wealth demon- 
ftrated the juftice of his caufe ; and they Tiewed, 
as the inheritance of the biave, the fruitful land 
which was oppreiled by effeminate tyrants. On 
their return to Normandy, they kindled a fpark 
of enterpriie; and a fmall but intrepid hand 
was freely a(focia,ted for the deliverance qf Apulia. 
They pafled the Alps by feparate roads^ and in 
the difguife of pilgrims ; but in the neighbour- 
hood of Rome they were falut^ by the chief 
of Bari/ who (upplied the thore indigent with 
arms and horfes, and inftantly led them to the 
field of adion. In the firft confiid:, their valour 
prevailed; but in the fecond engagement they 
were overwhelmed by the numbers and military 
engines of the Greeks, and indignantly retreated 
with their feces to the enemy. The unfortunate 
Melo ended his life, a fuppUant at the court of 
Germany: his Norman followers^ excluded from 

tt See Leandro Alberti (Defcrizionc d»Italia, p.150.) andBaronitts(A.P. 
493» No 43.). If the archangel inherited the temple and oracle, perbapi 
tba ciivem, of old Calchas the foothfayer (Strah. Geograph. L vi. p. 435> 
436.), the Catholics (on this occi0on} have furpsifed tbe CrccM iA the ele- 
canoe of their fuperltition. - . 
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their native and their promi&d land, wandered chap. 
among the hills and vallies of Italy, and earned wi^.-w 
tbfeir daUy fubfiftence by the fword* To that 
formidable (word, the princes of Capua, Bene- 
yeotum, Salerap, and Naples, alternately ap- 
pealed in their domeftic quarrels; the fuperior 
fpirit and difcipline of the Normans gave vidtory 
to the fide which they efpoufed; and their 
cautious policy obferved the balance of power^ 
left the preponderance of any rival ftate fhould 
fender their aid lefs important and their fervice 
lefs profitable. Their firfl afylum was a ftrong 
camp in the depth of the nuirflies of Campania ; 
but they were foon endowed by the liberality of 
the duke of Naples with a more plentiful and 
permanent feat* Eight miles from his refidence, Foundation 
as a bulwark againft Capua, the town of Averia a. d?io\V 
was built and fortified for their ufe; and they 
enjoyed as their own, the com and fruits, the 
|0eadow3 and groves, of that fertile diftrid. The 
report of their fuccefs attraded every year new 
fwarms of pilgrims and foldiers : the poor were 
urged by neceffity ; the rich were excited by hope ; 
and the brave and a^ive fpirits of Normandy were 
impatient of eafe and ambitious of renown. The 
independent ftandard of Averfa afibrded fhelter 
and encouragement to the outlaws of the pro- 
vince, to every fugitive who had efcaped from 
the injuflice or juftice of his fuperiors ; and thefe 
foreign affociates were quickly affimilated in 
manners and, language to the Gallic colony. 
The firft leader of the Normans was count 
Rainulf J and, in the origin of fociety, pre- 

S 2 eminence 
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CHAP, eminence of rank is the reward and the proof of 
s— --s^-iw fuperior merit *'. 

The Nor. Sincc the conqueft of Sicily by the Arabs, the 
iTsi*cUy7* Grecian emperors had been anxious to regain 
A. D. 1038. that valuable pofleffion; but their efforts, how- 
ever ftrenuous, had been oppofed by the diftance 
and the fea. Their coflly armaments, after a 
gleam of fuccefs, added new pages of calamity and 
difgrace to the Byzantine annals : twenty thou- 
fand of their beft troops were loft in a fmgle 
expedition ;' and the viftorious Moflems derided 
the policy of a nation, which entrufted eunuchs 
nft only with the cuftody of their women, but 
with the command of their men *^ After a reign 
of two hundred years, the Saracens were ruined 
by their divifions". The emir difclaiined the 
authority of the king of Tunis j the people rofe 
againft the emir ; the cities were ufurped by the 
chiefs ; each meaner rebel was independent in 
his village or cattle ; and the weaker of two rival 
brothers implored the friendihip of the Cbriftians* 
In every fervice of danger the Normans were 

19 Se« the I *^ book of William Apiilus. His words ate applicable t» 

evci-y fwarm of Barbarians and freebooters : 

Sivicinorumquis/>i.'r»/r/5/i/i ad illos 

Ccnfugiebaty eum gratanter fufcipiebant ; 

Moribus et iinguS quofcumque venire videbant 

Informant propria; gens efficiatur ut una. 
And clfcwbere, of the native adventurers of Normandy : 

Pars paraty exigoae vel opes aderant quia nulke | 

Pais^ quia de magnis majora fubire valebant. 

20 Llutprand in I«egatione, p. 485. Pagi has illuflrated this event from 
the MS hiftory of the deacon Leo (torn. iv. A.D. 965, No 17 — 19.). 

Ai See the Arabian Chronicle of Sicily, apud Muratorl Script. Rernm Ital* 
torn. i. p. 253. 

prompt 
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prompt and ufeful ; and five hundred knights^ or c h a p. 
vrarriors on horfcback, were enrolled by Arduin, ^^^' 
the agent and interpreter of the Greeks, under 
the ftandard of Maniaces, governor of Lombardy, 
Before their landing, the brothers were recon- 
ciled ; the union of Sicily and Africa was re- 
ftored ; and the Ifland was guarded to the water's 
edge. The Normans led the van, -and the Arabs 
of Meffina felt the valour of an untried foe. In 
a fecond aftion, the emir of Syracufe was unhorfed 
and tranfpierced by the iron arm of William of 
Hautevilie. In a third engagement, his intrepid 
companions difcomfited the hoft of fixty thoufand 
Saracens, and left the Greeks no more than the 
labour of the purfuit : a fplendid victory ; but oC 
which the pen of the hiftorian may divide the 
merit with the lance of the Normans. It is, 
however, true, that they effcntially promoted the 
fuccefs of Maniaces, who reduced thirteen cities, 
and the greater part of Sicily, under the obedience 
of the emperor. But his military fame was futlied 
by ingratitude and tyranny. In the divifion of 
the fpoil, the deferts of his brave auxiliaries were 
forgotten: and neither their avarice nor their 
pride could brook this injurious' treatment. They 
complained, by the mouth of their interpreter : 
their complaint was difregarded ; their interpreter 
was fcourged; the fufferings were his; the infult 
and refentment belonged to thofe whofe fentiments 
he had delivered. Yet they diffembled till they 
had obtained, or ftolen, a fafe paflfage to the 
Italian continent: their brethren of Averfa fym« 
S 3 pathifed 
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CHAP, pithifed in their ia<Jignation, and die provioce of 



LVI. 



Apulia was invaded as the forfeit of the debt 



*^***ft of"' Above twenty years after the firft emigration, the 
Apulia, Normans took the field with no more than feven 
-^jc43°^° hundred horfe and five hundred foot ; and after 
t-he recall of the Byzantine legions*' from the 
Sicilian war, their numbers are magnified to the 
amount of threefcore rhoufand men. Their he- 
rald propofed the option of battle or retreat; 
" of battle,** was the unanimous cry of the Nor- 
mans; and one of their ftouteft warriors, with a 
Itroke of his fift, felled to the ground- the horfe of 
t-t^ Greek meifenger. He was difmifled with a 
frefli horfe ; the infult was concealed from the 
Imperial troops ; but in two fucceffive battles they 
were more fatally inftrudted of the prowefs of 
their adverfaries. In the plains of Canns, the 
Afiatics fled before the adventurers of France ; 
the dtike of Lombardy was made prifoner; the 
Apulians acquiefced in a new dominion ; and the 
four places of Bari, Otranto, Brundufium, and 
Tarentum, were alone fav^d in the ihipwreck of 
the Grecian fortunes. From this asra we may 
date the eftabliftiment of the Norman power, 
which foon eclipfed the infant colony of Averfa* 

' 2^ Jeffrey Malaterrai who relates the Sicilian war, and the conqneft of 
Apulia (1. i. c. 7, S, 9. 19. )• The fame events are defcribed by Cedrenu^ 
(tom. ii. p. 741— 743- 755> 756) andZonaras (torn. ii« p.»37, »38.); and 
the Greeks ar« fo hardened to difgraee, that their narratives are impartial 
epough. 

•2.3 Ccdrenus fpecifies the roy/xa of the Obfequiem (Phrygia), and the 
juM|o; of th« Tiiracefians (Lydia ; confult Conftantine de Thematibut, 1. 3,4. 
witii Deliile's map) I and afterwards names the Pifidians and Lycaoniam 
with the foederati. 

14 Twelve 
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TTwelve counts ** were chofen by the popular fuf- chap. 
frage; and age, birth, and merit, were the mo- _^^\^ 
tives of their choice. The tributies of their pe- 
culiar diltrifts were appropriated to their ufej 
and each count eredled a fortrefs in the midft of 
his lands, and at the head of his vafTak. In the 
centre of the province, the common habitation of 
Melphi was referved as the metropolis and citadel 
of the republic ; an houfe and feparate quarter 
was allotted to each of the twelve counts ; and 
the national concerns were regulated by this mi- 
litary fenate» The firft of his peers, their prefi* 
dent and general, was entitled count of Apulia; 
and this dignity was conferred on William of the 
Iron Arm, who, in the language of the age, is 
ftyled a lion in battle, a lamb in fociety, and aix 
angel in council*'. The manners of his coun- 

H Omnes convenittnt ; et bis fex nobilioresy 

Quos genus et gravicas morum decorabac et setas^ 

£leg3re duces. Provedis ad comltatum 

His alii pareat. Comitatus notnen honoris 

Quo donantar erat. Hi totas undique terras 

Divifcrc fibi, ni fors inimica repugnet ; 

Singnia proponunt loca quae contingere forte 

Culque duci debcnty et quaeque tributa locorum. 
^nd after, fpeaking of Melphi, William Apulus adds. 

Pro nuxnero comitum bis fex ftatudre plateas, 

Atque domus comitum totidcm fabricantur ip urbe. 
LeoOftienfis (1. ii. 0,67.) enumerates the divifions of the Apulian cities, 
iwhich it is neediefs to repeat, 

45 Gulielm. Apulus, L ii. c. 11. according to the reference of Gian- 
fione (Iftoria Civile di Napoli, torn. ii. p. 31* )> which 1 cannot verify in the 
original. The Apulian praifcs ihdecd his validas vires f protiiat animi, ai>d 
vivida virtus *f and declares that, had he lived, no poet could have equalled 
his merits (1. i. p. 158. 1. ii. p. »59.)' He was bewailed by the Normans, 
quippc qui tanti confiiii virum (fays Malaterra, 1« i. c, 12. p. 55a.)* *>«« »'- 
mis ftrenuum, tarn ftbi Aiunificum, affabilem, morigeratttm^ ultcrius fe 
habere diffidcbant. 

S4 trymea 
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C!iara£lcr 
of the Nor- 
mans* 



c HA P. trymen are fairly delineated by a contemporary 
V— :^-L^ and national hifl:orian*^ *' The Normans," 
fays Malaterra, *' are a cunning and revengeful 
" people ; eloquence and diffimulation appear to 
" be their hereditary qualities : they can ftoop to 
^^ flatter ; but linlefs they are curbed by the 
" ** reftraint of law, they indulge the licentioufnefs 
** of nature and paflion. Their princes affefl: the 
** praife of popular munificence; the people ob- 
** ferve the medium, or rather blend the ex- 
.** tf ernes, of avarice and prodigality ; and, in 
/* their eager third of wealth and dominion, they 
" defpife whatever they poflefs, and hope what- 
*' ever they defire* Arms and horfes, the luxury 
** of drefs, the exercifes of hunting and hawking*^, 
^' are the delight of the Normans ; but on preffing 
." occafions they can endure with incredible pa- 
" tience the inclemency of every climate, and the 
" toil and abftinence of a militaty life **." 

The Normans of Apulia wer^ feat^d on the 
verge of the two empires ; and, according to the 
policy of the hour, they accepted the inveftiture 
pf their lands from the fovcreigns of Germany or 
Conftantinople. But the firmed title of thefe 
adventurers was thp right pf cpnqued : they nei- 



OpprefTion 
of Apulia, 

1046» &p. 



a6 The gens aftatillini^, injuriarum ultrix . . • . adiilari fciens .... 
eloquentiis inferviens, of Malaterra (1. i* c. y p. 550.), are cxprcffive of the 
popular and proverbial chara^er of the Normans. 

vj The hunting and hawking more properly belong to the d?fcevdmts of 
the Norwegian failors ; though they might import from Norway and Ice- 
land the fined cafts of falcons* \ 

3>S We may compare this portrait with that of William of Malmfhury 
(de Geftit Anglorum, 1. iii. p. iot, 102), who appreciates, likea philofophic 
hif^orian, the vices and virtues of the Saxons and Normans. England wai 
a/furedly a gainer by the conqueil. 

ther 
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ther loved nor trufted ; they were neither trufted chap. 

n • LVI* 

nor beloved: the contempt of the princes wa$ _^^A , r 
mixed with fear, and the fear of the natives was 
mingled with hatred and refentment. Every ob- 
jeft of defire, an horfe, a woman, a garden, 
tempted and gratified the rapacioufnefs of the 
ftrangers *' ; and the avarice of their chiefs was 
pnly coloured by the more fpecious names of am- 
bition and glory. The twelve counts were fome- 
times joined in a league of injuftice : in their do- 
meftic quarrels they difputed the fpoils of the 
people : the -virtues of William were buried in 
his grave ; and Progo, his brother and fucceflbr, 
was better qualified to lead /the valour, than to 
reftrain the violence, of his peers. Under the 
reign of Conftantine Monomachus, the policy, 
rather than benevolence, of the Byzantine coiirt, 
attempted to relieve Italy from this adherent mif- 
chief, more grievous than a flight of Barba* 
rians'^; and Argyrus, the fon of Melo, was 
inverted for this purpofe with the moft lofty 
titles'* aud the moft ample commiflion. The 

memory 

a? The biographer of St Leo IX. poors bis holy venom on the Normans. 
Videns indifciplinatam ct alicnam gcntcm Normannorura, crude!! ct inau- 
dit^ rable, et plufquam pagana impietate, adveisus eccleiias Dei infurgere, 
pailim Chriftianos trucidare, &c. (Wibert, c. 6.) The honeft Apulian 
(]. ii. p. 159.) fays calmly of their accufer, Veris commifcens fallacia. , 

30 The policy of the Greeks, revolt of Maniaces, &c. muft be colleded 
from Cedrenus (tom. ii. p. 757, 758.), William Apulus (1. i. p. 257, 258. 
1. ii. p. 259.), and the two Chronicles of Bari, hy Lupus Protofpata (Mu« 
ratori) Script. Ital. tom. v. p. 42, 43, 44.), and an anonymous writer 
(Antiquitat. Itatiae medii /E,\% tom. \, p. 31— 350* This lafl is a fragtnenc 
pf fome value. >« 

31 Argyrus received, (hys the anonymous Chronicle of Ban, imperial Ict- 
^ers^ Fcederatfis et Patriciatusy et Catapani et Veftatus. In his Annals, 

Muratori 
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CHAP, memory of his father might recommend him to 
sm^^'^f the Normaiis ; and he had already engaged their 
vohmtary fervice to qoell the revo^ of Maniacea, 
and to avenge thdr own and the pubKc injury. 
It was the defign of Conftantine to traniplant 
this warlike colony from the Italian provinces 
to the Perfian warj and the fon of Melo dif- 
tributed among the chiefs the gold and manu- 
faftures of Greece, as the firft fruits of the Im- 
perial bounty. But his arts were baffled by the 
fcnfe and fpirit of the conquerors of Apulia : 
his gifts, or at leaft his propofals, were rejefled ; 
Mid they unanimoufly refufed to relinquilh their 
poffeffions and their 'hopes for the diftant profpeft 
icigiic of of Afiatic fortune. After the means of perfuafion 

the pope *■ 

and the two had failed, Argyrus refolved to compel or to 
a!TxVo49 deftroy : the Latin powers were folicited againft 
•*''«>54- jjjg common enpmy ; and an oflfcnfive alliance was 
formed of the pope and the two emperors of the 
Eaft and Weft. The throne of St. Peter was oc- 
cupied by Leo the ninth, a fimple faint '*, of a 
temper moft apt to deceive himfelf and the world, 
and whofe venerable charaSer would confecrate 
with the name of piety the meafures leaft com- 
patible with the pradice of leligion. His huma- 

Muratori (torn. viii. p. 426.) very property reads, or interprets, Sevefiatutf 
the ttcit of Seba(los or Auguftus. But in his Antiquities, he was uught by 
Du Cange to make it a palatine office, maAer of the wardrobe* 

1» A life of St. Leo IX. deeply tinged with the paffions and prejudiced of 
the age, has been cofppofcd by Wibcrt, printed at Paris, 161 5, in oOavo, 
and fincc inferted in the Collections o£ the BolandiAs, -of Mabiilon, and of 
Muratori. The public and private hiftory of that pope is diligently treated 
by M. de St. Marc (Abrcge, torn. ii. p. i40;vaio. and p. 25 — ^95. fecond 
colunin.). 

nity 
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nity was affefted by the complaints, perhifcps the chap. 
calumnies, of an injured people : the impious ^^^* 
Normans had interrupted the payment of tithes ; 
and the temporal fword- might be lawfully un« 
fheathed againfl the facrilegious robbers, who 
were deaf to the ccnfures of the church. As a 
German of noble birth and royal kindred, Leo 
had free accefs to the court and confidence of the 
emperor Henry the third ; and in fearch of arms 
and allies, his ardent zeal tranfported him from 
Apulia to Saxony, from the Elbe to the Tiben 
During thefe hoftilc preparations, Argyrus in- 
dulged himfelf in the ufe of fecret and guilty 
weapons : a crowd of Normans became the viftims 
of public or private revenge; and the valiant a. a 1051. 
Drogo was murdered in a church. But his fpirit 
furvived in his brother Humphrey, the third count 
of Apulia, The affaffins were chaftifed ; and the 
fon of Melo, overthrown and woimded, was driven 
from the field to hide his fitame behind the walls 
of Bari, and to await the tardy fuccour of his 
allies. 

But the power of Conftantine was diftrafted by Expcditfoi 
a Turkilh war ; the mind of Henry was feeble and ixr»gainft 
irrefolute ; and the pope, inftead of repaffing the ^^^T^ 
Alps with a German army, was accompanied only a.d.iosj. 
by a guard of feven hundred Swabians and fome 
volunteers of Lorraine. In his long progrefs from 
Mantua to Beneventum, a vile and promifcuous 
multitude of Italians was enlifted under the holy 
ftandard '^ : the pried and the robber ilept in the 

fame 

31 See tltc expedition of Leo IX. «sainft the Normans. See WllUam 
Apulus (1. il p. 259^261.) and Jeffrey Mahterra (1. 1. c. i3> i4» '5. 

p. 253.). 
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CHAP, .fame tent ; the pikes and croffes were intermingled 
!,i^y,-l-/ in the front; and the martial faint repeated the 
leffons of his youth in the order of march, of en- 
campment, and of combat. The Normans of 
Apulia could mufter in the field no more than 
three thoufand horfe, with an handful of infantry : 
the dcfeftion of the natives intercepted their pro- 
viiions and retreat ; and their fpirit, incapable of 
fear, was chilled for a moment by fuperftitious awe. 
On the hoftile approach of Leo, they knelt with- 
out difgrace or reluftance before their fpiritual 
father. But the pope was inexorable; his lofty 
Germans aflfefted to deride the diminutive ftature 
of their adverfaries ; and the Normans were in- 
formed that death or exile was their only alterna- 
tive. Flight they difdained, and, as many of 
them had been three days without tafting food, 
they embraced the affurance of a more, eafy and 
honourable death. They climbed the hill of Ci- 
vitella, defcended into the plain, and charged in 
three divifions the army of the pope. On the 
left, and in the centre, Richard count of Avcrfa, 
His defeat and Robert the famous Guifcard, attacked, broke, 

pnd capti- 

vity^june TOuted, and purfued the Italian multitudes, who 
fought without difcipline, and fled without fliame. 
A harder trial was referved for the valour of count 
Humphrey, who led the cavalry of the right wing. 
The Germans '* have been defcribed as unflcilful 

in 

p. a53.> They are impartial, as tlic national, is counttrbalanced by the 
clerical, prejudice. 

34 Teutonici, quia caefaries et forma decoros 
Fecerat egre&ie proceri corporis illos, 
Corpora derident Normannica quae brevlora 
hiic videbantur. 

Th: 
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in the management of the horfe and lance : but on 
foot they formed a ftrong and impenetrable pha- 
lanx ; and neither man, nor fteed, nor armour, 
could refift the weight of their long and two-handed 
fwords. After a fevere conflift, they were encom- 
pafled by the fquadrons returning from the purfuit; 
and died in their ranks with the efteem of their 
foes, and the fatisfaftion of revenge. The gates 
of Civitella were fhut againft the flying pope, and 
he was overtaken by. the pious conquerors, who 
kifled his feet, to implore his^ bleffing and the ab- 
folution of their finful vidory. The foldiers be- 
held in their enemy and captive the vicar of 
Chrifl: ; and, though we may fuppofe the policy 
of the chiefs, it is probable that they* were infefted 
by the popular fuperflition. In the calm of retire* 
ment, the well-meaning pope deplored the efiufion 
of Chriftian blood, which muft be imputed to his 
account: he felt, that he had been the author 
of (in and fcandal: and as his undertaking had 
failed, the indecency of his military charadker 
was univerfally condemned ". With thefe difpo- 
fitions, he liftened to the offers of a beneficial 
treaty ; deferted an alliance which he had preached 
as the caufe of God ; and ratified the pail and 

The verfes of the Apulian are commonly in this ftrain, though he heats him- 
felf a little in the battle. Two of ills fimilies fiom hawking and forcery 
are defcriptive of manners* 

3J Several refpe^table cenfures or complaints are produced by M. de St. 
Marc (torn. ii. p 200—204.). As Peter Damianus, the* oracle of the 
times, had denied the popes the right of making war, the hermit flugens 
eremi incola) is arraigned by the cardinal, and Baronius ( Annal. Ecclef. 
A. D. 1053, No 10-^17.) moft ftrenuoufly aflerts the two fwords of St. 
Pttcr. 

15 future 
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future conquefts of the Normaas. By whatever 
bands they bad been ufurped^ the provinces of 
Apulia and Calabria were a part of the dona- 
tion of Conftantine and the patrimony of St. 
Peter: the grant and the acceptance confirmed the 
mutual claims of the pontiff and the adventurers* 
They promifed to fupport each other with fpiritual 
and temporal arms ; a tribute or quit*rent of 
twelvepence was afterwards fiipulated for every 
plough-land : and fmcethis memorable tranfadion, 
the kingdom of Naples has remained above feven 
hundred years a fief of the Holy See ^\ 

The pedigree of Robert Guifcaid ^' is varioufly 
deduced from the peaiants and the dukes of Nor- 
mandy } from the peafants, by the pride iad ig- 
norance of a Grecian princefs ^^ j from the dukes. 



3^ The origin and nature of the papal inveftitures are ably difcuffcd by 
diannqne (Iftoria Civile di Napoli, torn. ii. p. 37*-4.9* 57-**66;) as a]awyer 
and antiquarian. Yet he vainly drives to reconcile the duties of patriot and 
catholic, adopts an empty diillndlion of *< Ecclelia Romana non dedit fed 
accepit/* and Ihrinks from an honefl but dangerous oonfcflion of the troth. 

37 The birth, charafter, and fil-ft aftions of Robert Guifcard, may be found 
in Jeffrey Malaterra (1. i, c 3, 4. 11. 16, 17, 18. 38, 39, 4o.)» WiUiam 
Apuius (1. ii. p. z6o — 262.), William Gemeticenfis or of Jumiepes (1. xi. 
c. 30. p. 663, 664. edit. Camden), and Anna Comnena ( Alexiad. 1. i. p. 2j 
-727. 1. vi« p. it$, j66.)> with the annotations of DuCangc (Not.in Alexiad. 
p. 230—232. 320. )> who has fwept all the French and Latin Chronicles for 
fupplemental intelligence. 
f 

38 O h Po/xcTEfToj (a Greek corruption) «ro? nv "No^yMnog ro yiwj, m 

'Tvx^ «o>j/AOff Again, e? a<^«y« ttccw Tv^m wigii^wiff. And elie- 

vrhcre > (1. iv. p. 84. ) cwro etrp^ortif vtfMi xm Tvxni a^vaj. Anna Com- 
nena was born in the purple j yet her father was no more than a private 
though muilrious fubjed^ who jailed bimCelf to the empire. 
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l)y the ignorance and Sattery of the .Italian fob- chap. 
jefts^^ His genuine defcem maybe afcribed ta ^^^ 
the fecond or middle order of private nobility **• 
He fprang from a race of valvaffors or bannerets^ 
of the diocefe of the Coutances, in the lower Nor- 
mandy : the caftle of Hauteville was theh* honour* 
able feat : his father Tancred was confpicuous in 
the court and army of the duke ; and his military 
fervice was furniflied by ten foldiers or knights. 
Two marriages, of a rank not imworthy of hia 
dwn> made him the father of twelve fons, who 
i^ere educated at home by the impartial tendernefs 
of his fecond wife. But a narrow patrimony was 
infuificient for this numerous and daring progeny ; 
they iaw around the neighbourhood the mifchiefs 
of poverty and difcord, and refolved to feek^ia 
foreign wars a more glorious inheritance. Two 
only remained to perpetuate the race, and cheri(h 
their father's age : their ten brothers, as they fuc- 
ceffively attained the Vigour of manhood, departed 
from the caftle, paiTed the Alps, and joined the 
Apulian camp of the Normans. The elder were 



J9 OUnnoQ^ (torn. ii. p. i.) forgets all his original authors, and reds this 
princely defcent on the credi; of Inveges, an Auguiline monk of Palermo ia 
the laft century. They continue the fucceffion of dukes from Rollo to Wil- 
liam II. the Eaftard or Conqueror, whom they hold (communemente fl 
fiene) to be the lather of Tancred of Hauteville : a mott ilrange and ftupen« 
dous blunder! The fons of Tancred fought in Apulia, before William II. 
was three years old (A. D. 1037.). 

40 The judgment of Du Cange is juft and moderate : Cerie humilis fuit ac 
teivuis Robert! familta, fi ducalem ct regium fpedtemus apicem, ad^quem 
podea pcrvenit ; qua honefta tamen et prater nobilium vulgarium ftatum et 
conditionem iUuftris habita eft, '* qua nee humi reperet nee altum quid tu- 
xneret." (Williejm. Malmfbur. dc Ccftis Auglorum, 1. iii. p. 107. Not. ad 
Alexiad. p* »30.}« 

' prompted 
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prompted by native fpirit; their fuccels encon-* 
raged their younger brethren y and the three firfl: 
in feniority, WilUam, Drogo, and Humphrey, 
deferved to be the chiefs of their nation and the 
founders of the new republic. Robert was the 
cideft of the feven fons of the fecond marriage ; 
and even the reluftant praife of his foes has en* 
dowed him with the heroic qualities of a foldier 
and a ftatefman. His lofty ftature furpaffed the 
talleft of his army : bis limbs were call in the 
true proportion of ftrength and gracefulnefs ; and 
to the decline of life, he maintained the patient 
vigour of health and the commanding dignity of 
his form. His complexion was ruddy, his (houlders 
were broad> his hair and beard were long and of 
a flaxen colour, his eyes fparkled with fire, and 
his voice, like that of Achilles, could imprefs obe- 
dience and terror amidft the tumult of battle. In 
the ruder ages of chivalry, fuch qualifications are 
not below the notice of the poet or hiftorian : they 
fnay obferve that Robert, at once, and with equal 
dexterity, could wield in the right hand bis 
fword, his lance in the left; that in the battle 
of Civitella, he was thrice unhorfed ; and that 
in the clofe of that memorable day he was ad- 
judged to have borne away the prize of valour 
from the warriors of the two armies**. His 

boundlefs 



4v I (hall quote with pleafure fome of the bed lines of tl)e Apulian (!• ii. 
p. %jo.) : 

PugAas utraque maniiy nee lancea caifa nee enfu 
Caflfus crat, quociinque manu deducere veilet. 
Ter dejeAus cquo, ter viribus ipfc refumptist 
Major in aroia redlt: ilimulos furor ipfe mioUiratft, 
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l>oundIefs ambition was founded on the confciouf- 
nefs of fuperior worth : in the purfuit of great- 
nefs, he was never arrefted by the fcruples of 
j uftice, and feldom moved by the feelings of hu- 
manity : though not infenfible of fame, the choice 
of open or clandeftine means was determined only 
by his prefent advantage. The furname of Guif* 
card^ was applied to this mafter of political wif-^ 
dom, which is too often confounded with the prac- 
tice of diflimulation and deceit; and Robert is 
praifed by the Apulian poet for excelling the 
cunning of Ulyfles and the eloquence of Cicero. 
Yet thefe arts were difguifcd by an appearance of 
military franknefs : in his highefl: fortune, he was 
acceffible and courteous to his fellow-foldiers ; 
and while he indulged the prejudices of his new 
fubjefts, he affefled in his drefs and manners to 
maintain the ancient fafhion of his country. He 
grafped with a rapacious, that he might diftribute 
with a liberal hand : his primitive indigence had 
taught the habits of frugality ; the gain of a mer- 
chant was not below his attention ; and his pri- 
foners were tortured with flow and unfeeling 
cruelty to force a difcovery of their fecret treafure. 
According to the Greeks, he departed from Nor- 
mandy with only five followers on horfeback and 

Ut JLeo cum Ircndens, &c. 



NuUus In hoc bello ficati poft bella probatum eft 

Vi^or Tcl vi£his> tarn miignos edidit i£tus* 
4* The Norm^ writers and editors mod converfant with th^tr own Idiom, 
interpret Guifcar J or H^ijcard, by Caliidus, a cunning man*. The root fw/t) 
Ik familiar to our car; and in the old word Tf^ifeacrtt I can difcem fomething 
of • fiipiUir fenfe and termination. Tn* ^vx^v naa^tfr^imm^ is no bad* 
tranflation of the furname and charadler of Robert* 

Vol, X. T thirty 
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thirty on foot ; yet even this allowance app^axs too 
bountiful : the fixth fon of Tancred of Hauteville 
pafled the Alps as a pilgrim j and his firft military 
band was levied among the adventurers of Italy. 
His brothers and countrymen had divided the fer- 
tile lands of Apulia; but they guarded their 
fhares with the jealoufy of avarice ; the afpiring 
youth was driven forwards to the' mountains of 
I Calabria, and in his firft exploits againft the 
Greeks and the natives^ it is not eafy tovdifcrimi- 
nate the hero from the robber. To furprife a 
caftle or ,a convent, to enfnare a wealthy citizen, 
to plunder the adjacent villages for necefTarv food, 
were the obfcure labours which fqrmed and exer- 
cifed the powers of his mind and body. The 
volunteers of Normandy adhered to his ft^uidard ; 
and, under bis command, the peafants of Ca- 
labria affumed the. name apd charader of J^or- 
mans* 
Hisambi- As the genius of Robert expanded with his 
fuwc^fsf fortune, he awakened the jealoufy of his elder 
A. D. I0S4 brother, by whom, in a tranfient quarrel, his life 
was threatened and his liberty reftrained. After 
the death of Humphrey, the tender age of Jiis fons 
excluded them from the comiKiand j they were 
r^uced to a piiyate eftate by the ambition of 
their guardian and uncle ; and Guifcard was ex- 
alted on a buckler, and fahited count of Apulia 
and general of the republic. With an increafe of 
authority and of force, he refumed the conqueft 
of Calabria, and foon afpired to a rank that 
(hould raife him for ever above the heads of bis , 
equals. By fome a&6 of rapine or facrilege^ he 
• • had 



Digitized by 



Google 



6f TttE k6MA¥t ifi^mi, tjs 

liad Hu:urr^ a papal €TComliiUoktcaLti<Ni : bdt ISu chap.. 



chdlsks the fecond was eafily perfuaded, that the 

divifioos qf friends couW tetoiinate ottly in their 

mutual prejudice; that the Nbrmaos iitrere the 

faithful champions of the Holy See; and it was 

iafer to triift the alliances of a p>rince than the 

caprice of an aridocracy* A fynpd of one Iniii^ 

dred bifliopa was convened at Melpht; and the 

i:ouxit interrupted an important enterprife to guard 

thepeffon and execute the decrees of the Rofn&l3u 

pontiff; His gratitude and poUcy conferi:ed om 

Robert and his pofterity, the ducal title ^'^ with 

the inveftiture of Apulia, Calabria, and all the 

la&dsi both in Italy and Sicily, which his fyrprd 

could refcue from the fchifmatic Greeks and the 

unbelieving Saracens^. This apoftolic fanfHofi 

might juftify his arms ; but the obedience of a 

free aixd vidorious people cpuld not be traiisfertexjl 

withoiit their confeiitj and Guifcard diffembled 

bis elevation till the enfuing campaign had beeii 

illufltratcd by the conqueft of Coiifenza and Reg- 

gio. lii the hour of triumph, he aflanibled his 

troops, and folicited the Normans to confirm by 

their fuffrage the judgment of the vicar of Chrift ; 

the Ibldiers hailed with joyful acclaf^atioas thei^ 



4} The aoqiilAtioR of tiK difcal title by Robert Gaifcard if a Dice an^ 
bbfcure buTmcfs. With the good advide of Giannone, Mu'ratori, and St. 
Marcy I have endeavoured to form a conftftent and probable narrative. 

44 Baiooiut (Annal. Ecctef, A. U. ^059, N© 69.) has publift^d tJ<e 
Original aft. He profdTes to have copied it frort the Lhr Cfnfuum, a 
Vatkan MS. Yet a Liber Cenfuum of the xii««» century has been }*rintcd 
by Murtto^i (Antiquit. medu iBvi, torn- v. p. «5X— 96S)s and tiie names 
of Vatican and Cardinal awakcft the fafpiciens^ of a prottJllaat> aAd^vcn .9^ 
a phikfopht^* 
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c HA P. valiant idoke; and the counts, his former equals, 
x^J^^^f^^^ pronounced' the oath of fidelity, with hollow fmiles 
Duke of and fecret indignation. After this inauguration, 
^.D. 1060. Robert fty led himfelf, ** by the grace of God and 
" St. Peter, duke of Apulia, Calabria, and herc- 
" after of Sicily ;'* and it was the labour of 
mexity years to deferve and realife thde lofty 
appefiations. Such tardy progrefs, in a narrow 
ISpzcey may feem unworthy of the abilities of the 
ohief and the fpirit of the nation :- but the Nor- 
mans were few in number j their refources were 
fcanty} their fervice was voluntary and preca- 
rious. The braveft defigns of the duke were 
femetimes oppofed by the free voice of his parlia- 
ment of barons : the twelve counts of popular 
cleftionj corifpircd againft his authority j and 
againft their perfidious uncle; the fons of Hum- 
phrey demanded juftice and revenge. By his 
policy and vigour, Gulfcard difcovered their plots, 
fuppreffed their rebellions', and 'punifhed thd 
giliky i^th death or exile : but in thefe dbmeftic 
feuds, his years, and the national ftrength, were 
uriprofitably confumed. After the defeat of his 
foreign- enemies, the Greeks, Lombards, and 
SaracenSj> their broken, forces retreated to the 
ftrong and populous cities of the fea-coaft. They 
excelled in the arts of fortification and defence; 
the Norniahs were .accuftomed to ferve on horfe- 
i)afck in the field, and their rude attempts could 
!brily fucceed by the efforts of perfevering courage. 
The refiftance- of' Salerno was maintained above 
*eight*ihohtte^'»riie fiege or blockade.of Bari lalled 
near four years. In thefe adions the Norman 
5r>:.iv yc : duke 
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diik^ was the foremoft in every danger ; in every c h a p. 
fatigue the laft and moft patient. As he preffed ^^y^ 
the citadel of Salerno, an huge (tone from the 
rampart fliattered one of his military engines; 
and by a fplinter he was. wounded in the. bread,' 
Before the gates of Bari, he lodged in a miferable 
hut or barrack, compofed of dry branches, an4 
thatched with draw; a perilous ftation, on all fides 
open to the inclemency of the winter and the fpfea'rs 
of the enemy *'. 

The Italian conquefts of • Robert correfpond hii Italian 
with the limits of the prefent kingdom of Naples ; conq^e^*- 
and the countries . united by his arms have not 
been diflevered by 'the revolutions of fevcn hun# 
dred years *\ The monarchy has been compofed 
of the Greek provinces of Calabria and. Apulia, 
of the Lombard principality of Salerno, the rei» 
public of Amalphi, and the inland dependencil^ 
of the large' and ancient dutchy of Beneventumi 
Three diftrifts only were exempted from the com^ 
mon law of fubjedion ; the firft for ever, and the 
two laft till the middle of the fucceeding centuryi 
The city and immediate territory of Bcnevento 
had been transferred, by gift or exchange, from 
the German emperor to the Roman pontiff^ and 
although this holy land was fometimes invaded, 
the name of St. Peter was finally more potent than 

45 Read the life of Ou feard in jthe.fettand and third bo«K« o^ the ARPliao, 
th« firft and (cuoncl hooks of Mttlaterra* 

46 Tl>e conquefu of Robtrt Guifc^rd ,aod Roger L |h€|. exemption o^ 
Bcnevento and the »ii provinces i^f^hc .kinsiioai,.arc fairly exposed by 
Oiannone in the Tt^ond volume of hi« lAoria Clvilcy I. ix^ x> xi* aftd I. xyii* 
p. 460—470. Tliis modern divifion wa» not eAablifhed before the time of 
Frederic li. 

T3 the 
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o HA V. the fwotd of the Not* mans. Tbesir firft colony of 
Aver fa fubdi^ed and held the ftate of Gapua ; and 
her prince? were reduced to beg theft bread 
before the palace of theii fathers. The dukes of 
Naples, the prefent metropolis, maintained the 
popular fteedom, under the Ihadow of the By- 
»n$tne ^empire* Among the new acqaifition^ of 
Guifcaird, the fcience of Salerno J% and the trade 
of Amalphi^^ may detain for a moment the cu< 

^hooiof riofity of the reader. I. Of the Iparned faculties^ 
jurifprudence implies the prerious eftabliihment of 
laws and property j and theology may perhaps be 
fuperileded by the full light of religion and r^afbn. 
But the favage and the fage mufl: alike implore 
the affiftance of phyficj and, if ^(/r difeafes are 
inflamed by luxury, the mifchiefs of blows and 
wounds would be more frequent in the ruder ages 
of fociety. The treafures of Grecian medicine 
had been communicated to the Arabian colonies 
1^ Africa, Spain, and Sicily ^ and in the inter^ 
courfe of peace and war, a fpark of knowledge had 
been kindled and cheriQied at Salerno, an iiluf* 
frious city, in which the m^n wer$ honeft, an^ 

47 Giannene (torn. ii« p. 119— **t17.)> Mttratori (Antiquitat. fnedii iCvi, 
torn. ill. difi«rt. xliv. p. 935, 936.)> and Tirabofchi |[l(U>ria della Lettetura 
Italiana), have given an hiflorical account of thefe phyficians$ their medical 
knowledge aitd j^uaice imin: be left to our phyiicians. 

48 At the end of the Hif^orla Pandedtarum of Henry Brenckman (Tra- 
JeAi jadRhenum, lyss* in 4^^), tb« indefatigable author has inferted two 
diflertations, de Republic^ Amalphttsind, and de Amalpbi a Pifanis dl* 
npta, U'hioh are built on t^e t^Aimoniee of ofie hundred and forty writers. 
Yet he has forgotten two moft impo^tikit pafAges of (he embafly of Liut- 
prand (A. D. gSg.), wbic'i compare cfie trade and navigation of Amalplu 
with that of Venice. 
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die women beautiful ^, A fchool, the firft that chap. 
arofe in the darknefs of Europe, was cbnfecrated _,-,A_r 
to the healing art : the confcience of monks andT 
bifhops was reconciled to that falutary and lucra*- 
tive profefGon; and a crowd of patients, of the 
moft eminent rank, and moil diftant climates, 
invited or vifited the phyficians of Salerno. They 
were protefted by the Norman conquerors ; and 
Guifcard, though bred in arms; could difcern the 
merit and value of a philofophen After a piU. 
grimage of thirty-nine years, Conftantine, an Afri- 
can Chriftian, returned from Bagdad, a matter of 
the lanjguage and learning of the Arabians ; and 
Salerno \yas enriched by the praftice, the leffons, 
and the writings, of the pupil of Avicenna. The 
fchool of medicine has long flept in the name of 
^n univerfity ; but her precepts are abridged in a 
firing of aphorifms, bound together in the Leonine 
verfes, or Latin rhymes, of the twelfth century '^ 
JL Seven miles to the weft of Salerno, and thirty Trade of 
to the fouth of Naples, the gbfcure town of Amal- ^ ^ 
phi difplayed the power and rewards of induftry. 
The land, however fertile, was of narrow extent j 
\>Mi the fea was accefllble and open : the inhabit- 

jfi Urbs Latii non eft hac delltlofior Qfbe, 

Frugibus arboribus vino redundac^ et unde 

Non tibi poina, nuces, non puichra palatia defqnt| 

Non fpccics mulifbris abeft prohitafque' virorum. 

(Gulielmus Appulus, I. illt p. 267.) 

50 Muratori carries their antiquity above the year (1066) of ths death of 
^dward the Confeflbr, the nx Angltrm to whom chey are addrelTcd. Nor 
is tills date alfeded by the opinion, or rather miflake, of Pafquier (Rccher? 
ches de la France, 1. vii. c. a.) apd Diicange (Gloflar. Latin.)* The prac- 
tice of rhyming, as early as the vii'i* century, was borrowed from the 
languages of the North and Eaft (Muratori, Antiquiut. torn. iii. diflert. zL 
p. 686-«7«8'}* 

T4 wts 



Digitized by 



Google 



i8o THE DECLINE AND FALL 

ants firft aflutned the ofEce of fupplying the 
weftern world with the manufactures and pro- 
duAions of the Eaft ; and this ufeful traffic was 
the fourcc of their opulence and freedom. The 
government was popular under the adminiftration 
of a duke and the fupremacy of the Greek em- 
peror. Fifty thoufand citizens were numbered in 
the walls of Amalphi ; nor was any city more 
abundantly provided with gold, filver, and the ob- 
jefts of precious luxury. The mariners who 
fwarmed in her port excelled in the theory and 
practice of navigation and aftronomy} and the 
difcovery of the compafs, which has opened the 
globe, is due to their ingenuity or good fortune. 
Their trade was extended to the coafts, or at leafl: 
to the commodities, of Africa, Arabia, and India ; 
and their fettlements in Conftantinople, Antioch, 
Jerufalem, and Alexandria, acquired the privileges 
of independent colonies ". After three hundred 
years of profperity, Amalphi was oppreffed by the 
arms of the Normans, and facked by the jealoufy 
of Pifa ; but the poverty of one thoufapd fifliermen 
is yet dignified by the remains of an arfenal, a 
cathedral, and the palaces of royal merchants. 

51 The defcription of Amalphiy by William the Apulian (I. lii. p. 267.)> 
contains much truth wd fome poetry ; and the third line may be applied A 
the failor*s compafs: 

Nulla magis locuplcs argento, veftihus, auro 
Partibus innumerii: hie plurimus UFbe moratur 
Nauri marit ceetique was aperire perituS' 
Hue et Alexandri divcrfa fcruntur ab urbe 
Regis, el Antiochi. Gens hacc frtta plurima tranfir« 
His Arabes, Indi, Siculi nafcuntur ct Afri. 
Hsc gens tfi totum prope nobilitata per orbem, 
Vx mercaodo fereD!>y et amans mercata referrc. 

Roger, 
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Roger, the twelfth and laft of the fons of Tan- c h a p. 
cred, had been long detained in Normandy by his ^s— s,-!^ 
own and his father's age. He accepted the welcome S???^?* 
fummons; haftened to the Apulian camp; and by count 
deferved at firft the efteem, and afterwards the a!^d.^o6o 
envy, of his elder brother. Their valour and "•*®^ 
ambition were equal j but the youth, the beauty, 
the elegant manners, of Roger, engaged the dif- 
interefted love of his foldiers and people. So 
fcanty was his allowance, for himfelf and forty 
followers, that he defcended from conquefl to 
robbery, and from robbery to domeftic theft ; and 
fo loofe were the notions of property, that, by his 
own hiftorian, at his fpecial command, he is ac- 
cufed of Healing horfes from a ftable at Melphi '*. 
His fpirit emerged from poverty and difgrace: 
from thefe bafe practices he rofe to the merit and 
glory of a holy war ; and the invafion of Sicily 
was feconded by the zeal and policy of fiis brothier 
Guifcard. After the retreat of the Greeks, the 
idolaters^ a moft audacious reproach of the Catho- 
lics, had retrieved their loffes and pofleffions ; but 
the deliverance of the ifland, fo vainly undertaken 
by the forces of the Eaflern empire, was at- 
chieved by a fmall and private band of adven- 



5* Latroctnio armigeronim fuorum in multis fuftentabatur, quod quidem 
ad ejus ignominiam non dicimus; feld ipfo ica pnccipiente adhuc viiiora et 
repreheniibiliora dl£\uri fumus ut pluribus patcfcat quam Uboriofe et cum 
quanta au^ut^i^ a profundi paupertate ad fummum culmen dlvitiaru.ii vel 
honoris atiigerlt. Such is the preface of Malaterra (L i. c. 25 ) to the horfe- 
ileaiing. From the moment (1. i. c. 19.) that he has mentioned his patron- 
Roger> the elder brother finks into the fecond charaAer. Something fimilar 
Ih Velleius Paterculus may be obferved of Augudus and Tiberius. 

turert. 
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CHAP, turers ^K In the firfl: attempt, Roger braved, m 
^^^' an open boat, the real and fabulous dangers of 
Scylla and Charybdis ; landed with only fixty 
foldiers on a hoflile fbore ; drove the Saracens to 
the gates of Meffina ; and fafely returned with the 
fpoils of the adjacent country. In the fortrefe of 
Trani,. his aftive and patient courage werje equally 
confpicuous. 'In his old agp he related with plea- 
fure, that, by the ^iftrefs of the liege, himfelf, 
and the coqhtefs liis wife, had been reduced to a 
fmglc cloak or pfiantle, which they wore alter? 
nately : that in a fally his hcfrfe had been flain, 
and he >yas dragged away by the Saracens ; but 
that he owed hi^ refcue to his good fwdrd, and 
had retreated with his faddje pn his back, left the 
meaneft tfophy might be left in the hands of the 
pifcreants. In the fiege of Trani, three hundred 
Normans withftopd and repulfed jhe forces of the 
ifland. In the field of Ceramio, fifty thoufand 
horfe and foot \yere pverthrowa by one jiundred 
and thirty-fix Chriflian foldiers, without reckon- 
ing St. George, who fought on horfebaci: in the 
fbremoft ranks* The captive banners, with four 
pamelSj^ were referved for the fucceflbrs of St* 
Peter ; and had thefe barbaric fpoils been expofed 
not in the Vatican, but in the Capitol, they mighf 
have reyived the memory of the Public triumph$« 



5} Duo Hhi proficua deputans animx fcilicet «t corporis fi terram IdoUs 
deditam ad cultum divinum revooaret (Galfrid MaJateria> 1- ii. c. i.) TIiq 
O^rqueii < f SiQjly is related in the three laft books, and he himfelf has given 
an accurate futnmary of the chapters (p. 544-r54^'}* 
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lliefe mfuffident numbers of the Normans moft chap. 
probably dpnote their knights, the foldiers of hq* 
pourabfc and' eqqeftrian rank, each of whom was 
attended by five or fix followers in the field '*j 
yet, with the aid of this interpretation, and after 
every feir allowance on the fide of valour, arm?, 
and reputation, the difcomfiture of fo many my- 
riads will reduce the prudent reader to the alterna- 
tive of a miracle or a fable. The Arabs of Sicily 
jflerivedl a frequent and powerful fuccour froni 
their conntryrtieti of Africa : in the fiege of Pa- 
lewtip, the Nprman cayatry was affifted by the 
gallies 6f Fifa; and, in the hoijr of aftion, tl^e 
jeniry of tHe two brother^ was fublimed to a gene- 
rous an/} inVindble etnulatipn. After a war of 
thirty years % Roger, with the title of great 
jcount, obtaiiied the fpyereignty of the targeft and 
mofl: fruitful ifland of the Mediterranean ^ and his • 
adminiftration difplays a liberal and enlightened 
mind above the Hmits of his age and educatioir. 
The IVJoflems were maintained in the free enjoys. ^ 
pient of thdr religion and property •* ; a philofo- 
pher and phyfician of Mazara, of the race of Ma- 
|iomet, harangued the conqueror, and was invited 

54 See the word iruliteSf in the Latin Gloflary of Ducange. 

Si Of odd p^irticulats, I learn from Maiaterra, that the Arabs had intro* 
daced into Sicily the Ule of cancels (I. i. c 33,) and of carrier-pigeons (c. 4».)i 
ind rhat the bite bf tli*? tarantula provokes a windy difpofition, quae peranum 
mhoneile cr6p4tando dm^r^it : a fynnptom mod ridiculoufly felt by the whol^ 
I^forman army in their camp near Palermo (c. 36.)- I fliali add an etymok^ 
not unworthy Of the ^i** century iMeJana is derived from MeJ^ the place 
from whence the harvelts of the iflewere fent in tribute to Rome (U iu 

C-1-). ' 

56 See the capitulation of Palermo in Malaterra» 1. ii. c. 4.5. and Giannon«A 
who remarks the gentral toleration of the Saracens (torn ii. p. 72.) • 

to 
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CHAP, to court J his geography of the fevcn ch'mattcs was 
._jiyi;^ tranflated into Latin ; and Roger, after a diligent 
perufal, preferred the work of the Arabian to the 
writings of the Grecian Ptolemy ". A remnant of 
Chridian natives had promoted the fuccefa of the 
Normans : they were rewarded by the triumph of 
the Crofs. The ifland was reftored to the jurif. 
diftion of the Roman pontiff; new bifhops were 
planted in the principal cities ; and the clergy was 
fatisfied by a liberal endowment of churches and 
monafteries. Yet the Catholic hero aflerted the 
rights of the civil magiftrate. Inftead of refigning 
the inveftiture of benefices, he dextroufly applied 
to his own profit the papal claims >: ^the fupre* 
macy of the crown was fecured and enlarged, by 
the lingular bull, which declares the princes of 
Sicily hereditary and perpetual legates of the Holy 
See '•. 
Robert To Rot^^rt Guifcard, the conquefl of Sicily 

iLft^*^* was more glorious than beneficial: the poffeffion 
STd'ioSi ^^ Apulia and Calabria was inadequate to his" 
ambition; and he refolved to embrace or create 



57 John Leo Afer, de Medicis et Philofophitt Arabibusy c. 14. apud Fabric. 
BiblioL GrjBC. torn. xiii. p. %yS, 279. This philoropher is named Efleriph 
EflachalH, and he died in Africa, A.H. 516, A. D. 1122. Yec this ftory 
bears a ftrange refemblance to the Sberif ad Edrifli, who prefented his book 
(Geographia Nubicnfis, fee preface, p. 88. 90. 170. ) to Roger king of Siciiy, 
A.H. 548, A. D, 1J53 (d'Herbelot, BibliothequeOrienule, p. 786. Pri* 
deaux*s Life of Mahomet, p. 188. Petit de la Croix, Hid. de Gengifcan« 
P* 535> 53^- Cafiri, Bibliot. Arab. Hifpan. torn. ii. p. 9— ij..) i anci I am 
afraid of fome mi (lake. 

59 Malaterra remarks the foundation of the bi(hoprips (1. W\ c. 7,), and 
produces the original of the bull (1. iv. c. 29.). Ciannone gives a rational 
idea of this privilege, and the tribunal of the monarchy of Sicily (torn. ii. 
p. 9^—102.) 5 and St. Marc (Abreg«, torn. liL p. 2i7-i-30x, i« column) 
tobours the cafe with the diligence of a Sicilian kwyer. 

the 
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the firft occafion of invading, perhaps of fubduing, c h a P; 
the Roman empire of the Eaft*^. From his firft 
wife, the partner of his humble fortunes, he had 
been divorced under the pretence of confanguinity ; 
and her fon Bbhemond was deftined to imitate, 
rather than to fucceed, his illuftrious father. The 
fecond wife of Guifcard was the daughter of the 
priiices of Salerno; the Lombards acquiefced in 
the lineal fucceffiori of their fon Roger ; their five 
daughters were given in honourable nuptials *% 
and one of them was betrothed, in a tender age, 
to Conftantine, a beautiful youth, the fon and 
heir of the emperor Michael ^\ But the throne of 
Conftantihople was fliaken by a revolution : the im- 
perial family of Ducas was confined to the palace or 
the doifter ; and Robert deplored, and refented, 
the difgrace of his daughter and the expulfion of his 
illy. ' A Greek, who ftyled himfelf the father of 
Gonftantine, foon appeared at Salerno, and related 



59 In the firft expedition of Robert againft the Greeks, I follow Anna 
Coomena (the I'S ili', iv^^, and v'^ books of the Alexiad), William Appu- 
lu$ (i. iv'^ and y^*^, p. 270— ft75.)9 and Jeffrey Malaterra (1. iil. c« 13$ 14^ 
24 — 29. 39.). Their information is contemporary and authentic, but none 
of them were eye.witneiTtfS of the war. • 

^ One of them was married to Hugh, the ion of Azzo, or Axo, a mar* 
^uis of Lombardy, rich, powerful, and mlfle (Gulielm. AppuL 1. Hi. p. 267.) 
in' the xi**» century, and whofe anceftors in the x*** and ix'** are explored by 
the critical induftry of Leibnit^E and Muratori. From the two elder fons of 
the marquis Azzos are derived the illuftrious lines of Brunfwick and £ft«« 
^e Muratori, Antichits Bftenfe. 

^ Anna Comnena, fomewhat too wantonly, praifes and bewails tha| 
handfome boy, who, after the rupture of his barbaric nuptials (1. i. p. 23.^,' 
was betrothed as her hu(band j he was ayocXfxx ^va-iu; . . • • Ota 
;(Up»y f <Xori/A9}^ • • • • ;^pt/<rtf ycw^aToppoy, &c. (p. 27.)' Elfewhere^ 
fli«cl«fcriUt the red and white of bis (kin, his hawk*s eyes, Sec. UilU 
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o H A p. the advcnttires of his fall and flight. That uafoT' 
^^^* tunate friend was acknowledged by the duke, and 
adorned with the pomp and titles of Imperial 
dignity i in his triumphal progrefsr through Apulist 
and Calabria, MichaeP* was ialuted with the 
tears and acclamations of the people $ an(l pope 
Gregory the feventh exhorted the bifliops to preach, 
and the Catholics to fight, in the pious works of 
his reftoration. His converfations with Robert 
were frequent and familiar; and their mutual 
promifes were juftified by the valour of the Nor- 
mans and the treafures of the Eaft^ Yet this Mi- 
chael, by the confeffion of the Greeks and Latins, 
was a pageant and an impoflor ; a monk who had 
fled from his convent, or a domeftic who had ferved 
in the palace. The fraud had been contrived by 
the fubtle Guifcard i and he trufted, that after thU 
pretender had given a decent colour to his arms^ 
he would fmk, at the nod of the conqueror, into 
his primitive obfcurity. But viftory was the only 
argument that could determine the belief of the 
<jrreeks ; and the ardour of the Latins was much 
inferior to their credulity : the Norman vetertin^ 
wiflied to enjoy the harveft of their toils, and the 
iinwarlike Italians trembled at the knowtt and 
unknown dangers of a tranfmarine expedition^ 
In his new levies, Robert exerted the influence of 

%^ Anna Comhena, J. i. p. 28, 29. Culielm. Appul. 1. iv. p. ayi. Gal- 
/rid Malatcrra, 1. iiU c. 13. p. 579, 5 So. Malaterra is more cautious in his' 
HyU : but the Apulian is bold and pofitive. 

— Mentiius fe Michaclem 
Vcnerat a t^anais quidam fedudVor ad ilium* 
As Gregory VH. had believed, Baroniusj almolt alone>r(rcognlx99tlie'titifl^ 
^ MidMel (A. D. ioSo> N^ 44.]« 

gifU^ 
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gifts and the promifes* terrors of . civil and ecclefU ^ « a k 
aftical authority ; and fome a&a of violepce xmgbt v.««^/-l«^ 
juftify the reproach; that age a^d infancy were 
preffed without diftinftion into the fervice of. their 
unrelenting prince. After two years injceffant 
preparations, the land and naval forces were 
^flembled at Otranto, at the heei^ or extreme 
promontory of Italy ; and Robert was accompa- 
nied by his wife, who fought by his fide, his fod 
Bohemond, and the reprefentative of the emperor 
Michael. Thirteen hundred knights*^' of Nor- 
man race or difcipliue, formed the fmews of the 
army, which might be fwelled to thirty thou* 
fand** followers of every denomination. The 
men, the horfes, the arms, the engines, the 
wooden towers, covered with raw hides, were 
embarked on board one hundred and fifty veffels : 
the tranfports had been built in the ports of Italy» 
and the gallies were fupplied by the alliance of the 
republic of Ragufa. 

At the mouth of the Adriatic gulf, the (hores siege of 
of Italy and Epirus incline towards each other. ^^"oSf, 
The fpace between Brundufium and Durazzo, the J"'^^ '7- 
Roinan paflage, is no more than one hundred 

fij IpCc armatae nulitiae non plulquam mccc mllites fecum habulfle, ab cit 
^uieidem oe^oUo interfuerunc atteftatur (Malaterra, 1. iii. c. 24. p. 5S3.;. 
Thefe arc the fame whom the Apulian (1. iv. p. 273.) ftylcs the cqueftrii 
gens ducis> equites de. gent e duels. 

^ E*5 Tpiaxwra ;^*X»a5a<> fays Aona Comnena (Alexia*?, 1. i. p. 37-) % 
Mid her account uliics with the number and lading oi the /hips. Ivit in Dyr; 
rachiuoi cmn xv miUibus hominum, fay* the Chronicon Breve Nt;rmaa* 
rjcom (Muratori, Scriptorcs, torn. v. p. a780« ^ *»avc cndeavourrd t« 
recpncUe theft reckonings. 

^ miles ; 
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c HA P. miles •' ; at the laft ftation of Otranto^ it is 
contrafted to fifty**; and this narrow diftance 
had fuggefted to Pyrrhus and Pompey the fublime 
or extravagant idea of a bridge. Before the ge- 
neral embarkation, the Norman duke diTpatched 
Bohemond with fifteen gallies to feize or threaten 
the ifle of Corfu, to furvey the oppofite coaft, and 
to fecure an harbour in the neighbourhood of 
Valloria for the landing of the troops. They 
paffed and landed without perceiving an enemy j 
and this fuccefsful experiment difplayed the ne- 
gleft and decay of the naval power of the Grefeks. 
The iflands of Epirus and the maritime towns 
were fubdued by the arms or the name of Robert, 
who led his fleet and army from Corfu (I ufe 
the modern appellation) to the fiege of Durazzo. 
That city, the weflern key of the empire, was 
guarded by ancient renown, and recent fortifica- 
tions, by George Palseologus, a patrician, vifto- 
rious in the Oriental wars, and a numerous garrifori 
of Albanians and Macedonians, who, in every age, 
have maintained the charafter of foldiers. In the 
profecution of his eiiterprife, the courage of Guif- 
card was aflailed by every form of danger and. 

6j The Itinerary of Jerufalem (p. 609, edit. WcflTcUng) gives a true and 
reafonable fpaceof a thoufand iladia, or one hundred miles, which isArangel/ 
doubled by Strabo (1. vi. p«4330 andPliny (Hift. Natur. iii. 16). 

^ Pliny (Hid. Nat* iii. 6. 16.) allows fv^n^i^V^ millia for thisbreviifi* 
mus curfus, and agrees with the real di/lance from Otranio to La Vallona, 
or A uloh (d'Anville, Analyfc de fa Carte des Cotes de la Grcre,' &c. p. 3-^ 
6.)« Hcrmolaus Barbaru^s, who fuhditutes centum (Harduin, Not. Ixvi. In 
Plin. I. iii.), ihight have been corrected by every Venetian pilot who had 
failed out of the gulpli. 
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mifchance. In the moft propitiods feafon of the c h a p. 

year, as his fleet pafled along the coaft, a ftorm of 

wind and fnow unexpeftedly arofe : the Adriatic 

was fwelled by the raging blaft of the fouth^ and 

a new fhipwreck confirmed the old infamy of the 

Acroceraunian rocks ^\ The fails, the mafts, and 

the oars, were fhattered or torn away; the fea 

and (hore were covered with the fragments of vef- 

fels, with arms and dead bodies ; and the greatefl: 

part of the provifions were either drowned or 

damaged. The ducal galley was laborioufly re- 

fcued from the waves, and Robert halted feven 

days on the adjacent cape, to coUeft the relics of 

his lofs and revive the drooping fpirits of his fol- 

diers. The Normans were no longer the bold 

and experienced mariners who had explored the 

ocean from Greenland to mount Atlas, and who 

fmiled at the petty dangers of the Mediterranean. 

They had wept during the tempeft; they were 

alarmed by the hoftile approach of the Venetians, 

who had been folicited by the prayers and pro- 

mifes of the Byzantine court. The firft day's 

adion was not difadvantageous to Bohemond, a 

beardlefs youth *^*, who led the naval powers of 

his father. All night the gallies of the republic 

lay on their anchors in the form of a crefcent ; and 

67 Infames fcopulos Acroceraunia, Horat. carm.i. 3. THa precipitem 
Africum dccertantem Aquilonibu« et rabiem Noti, and the monftra natantia 
of the Adriatic, are fomewhat enlarged ; but Horace trembling for the Jife 
ef Virgil, is an^interefting moment in the hi(lory of poetry and friendfhip. 

^8 Tfcy ^6 ttj TQ9 TCiaywitcb avru i^^^urounm (Alexias, 1. iv. p. 106.). 
Yet the Normans (haved, and the Venetians wore their beards 5 they muft 
have derided the ffo-beard of Bohemond j an harlh interpretatioa ! (Diicange, 
Not. ad Alexiad. p. ^83.) 

Vol. X. U the 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 

the vidoiy of the fecond day was dedded by the 
dexterity of their evoIutioMy the ftation of thdr 
archers, the wdght of their javelinsy and the 
borrowed aid of the Greek fire. The Apulian 
and Ragufian veflels fled to the fliore, feveral were 
cut from theu* cables and dragged away by the 
conqueror; and a fally from the town carried 
daughter and difmay to the tents of the Norman 
duke. A feafonable relief was poured into Du- 
razzo, and as foon as the befiegers had loft the 
command of the fea, the iflands and maritime 
towns withdrew from the camp the fupply of tri« 
bute and provifion. That camp was foon afflided 
with a peftilential difeafe ; five hundred knights 
periflied by an inglorious death ; and the lift of 
burials (if all could obtain a decent burial) 
amounted to ten thoufand perfons. Under thefe 
calamities, the mind of Guifcard alone was firm 
and invincible : and while he coUedied new forces 
from Apulia and Sicily, he battered, or fcaled, 
or fappcd, the walls of Durazzo. But his in- 
duftry and valour were encountered by equal 
valour and more perfefl: induftry. A moveable 
turret, of a fize and capacity to contain five 
hundred ' foldiers, had been rolled forwards to 
the foot of the rampart : but the defcent of the 
door or draw-bridge was checked by an enormous 
beam, and the wooden ftrudlure was inftantly con- 
fumed by artificial flames. 

While the Roman empire was attacked by the 
Turks in the Eaft and the Normans in the Weft, 
the aged fucdeflbr of Michael furrendered the 
fceptre to the hands of Alexius, an illuftrious 

captaiO) 
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• 

xaptahi, and the founder of the Conmenian dy- c h a p. 
nafty. The princefs Anne, his daughter and 
hiftorian, obferves, in her affedted ftyle, that 
even Hercuks was unequal to a double combat ; 
and, on this principle, (he approves an hafty 
peace with the Turks, which allowed her father 
to undertake in perfon the relief of Durazzo. On 
bis acceflion, Alexius found the camp without 
foldiers and the trcafury without money j yet 
fuch were the vigour and adUvity of his meafures, 
that in (ix months he aflembled an army of 
feventy thoufand men^% and performed a march 
of five hundred miles. His troops were levied 
in Europe and Afia, from Peloponnefus to the 
Black Sea ; his majefty was difplayed in the filver 
arms and rich trappings of the companies of 
horfe-guards ; and the emperor was attended 
by a train of nobles and princes, fome of whom, 
in rapid fucceifion, had been clothed with the 
purple, and were indulged by the lenity of the 
times in a life of a&Luence ^nd dignity. Their 
youthful ardour might animate the multitude ; 
but their love of pleafure and contempt of fub- 
ordination were pregnant with diforder and mif- 
chief; and their importunate clamours for jTpeedy 
and decilive aflion difconcerted the prudence of 



69 Muratori (Annali ^IMtalla, torn. ix. p. 136^ 137.] obfcrvet, that fome 
auttiors (Petrus DiacoD. Chron. Cafinen. 1. iii. c.49.) compofe the Greek 
army of 1 70,000 men, but that the bundrtdtmy be itruck off, and that Ma- 
laterra reckons only 70,000: a flight inattention* The paiTage to which he 
alludes, is in the Chronicle of Lupus Protofpata (Script. Ital. torn. v. p. 45.). 
Malaterra (1. iv. c. i-j.) fpeaks in higli, but indefinite, terms of the emperor, 
cum GOpUs innumerabilibus: like the Apulian poet (1. iv« p* 272.) : 
Mpre locuftarum montes et plana te^untur. 



U 2 Alexius, 
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CHAP- Alexius, who might have furrounded and ftarved 
the befieging armjr. The enumeration of pro- 
vinces recalls a fad comparifon of the paft and 
prefent limits of the Roman world : the • raw 
levies were drawn together in hafte aiid terror; 
and the garrifons of Anatolia, or Afia Minor, 
had been purchafed by the evacuation of the 
cities which were immediately occupied by the 
Turks. The ftrength of the Greek army con- 
fided in the Varangians, the Scandinavian guards, 
whofe numbers were recently augmented by a 
colony of exiles and volunteers from the Britifh 
ifland of Thule. Under the yoke of the Norman 
conqueror, the Danes and Englifc were oppreffed 
and united : a band of adventurous youths re- 
folved to defert a land of flavery ; the fea was 
open to their efcape; and, in their long pil- 
grimage, they vifited every coaft that afforded any 
hope of liberty and revenge. They were enter- 
tained in the fervice of the Greek emperor ; and 
their firft ftation wtfs in a new city on the Afiatic 
fliore : but Alexius foon recalled them to the 
defence of his perfon and palace ; and bequeathed 
to his fucceffors the inheritance of their faith 
and valour '°. The name of a Norman invader 
revived the memory of their wrongs : they 
marched with alacrity againfl: the national foe, 
and panted to regain in Epirus, the glory which 
they had loft in the battle of Haftings. The 

70 S«e William of Malmfbury de GeAIs Anglorum, ]. ii. p. 9%. Alexius 

< fidem Angiorum fufcipiens przcipuis familiaritatlbus fuh> eos appHcabat, 

amorem eorum fiHo tranfcribens. Ordericus Vitali$ (Hift. Eccief. 1. iv. 

p. 508.1. vii p. 641*) relates their emigration from £ngland, and their 

fervice in Greece.^ 

Varan- 
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Varangians were fupported by fome companies of c h a p. 

Franks or Latins ; and the rebels, who had fled —^Ai^ 

to Conftantinople from the tyranny of Guifcard, 

were eager to fignalife their zeal and gratify their 

revenge. In this emergency the emperor had 

not difdained the impure aid of the Paulicians or. 

Manichaeans of Thrace and Bulgaria; and thefe 

heretics united with the patience of martyrdom, 

the fpirit and difcipline of aftive valour^'. The 

treaty with the fultan had procured a fupply of 

fome thoufand Turks ; and the arrows of the 

Scythian horfe were oppofed to the lances of 

the Norman cavalry. On the report and diftant 

profpedt of thefe formidable numbers, Robert 

affembled a council of his principal officers. 

" You behold," faid he, " your danger: it is 

*' urgent and inevitable. The hills are covered 

** with arms and ftandards ; and the emperor 

*' of the Greeks is accuftomed to wars and tri- 

" umphs/ Obedience and union are our only 

" fafety ; and I am ready to yield the command 

" to a more worthy leader." The vote and 

acclamation, even of his fecret enemies, affured 

him, in that perilous moment, of their efteem 

and confidence ; and the duke thus continued : 

" Let us truft in the rewards of viftory, and 

" deprive cowardice of the means of efcape. 

" Let us burn our veffels and our baggage, 

" and give battle on this fpot, as if it were, the 

t " place of our nativity and our burial." The re- 

folution was unanimoufly approved; and with- 

7» See tlie Apuilan, 1. i. p. 256. The charAfter and ftory of thefe Ma* 
nichxans has been the iubjcft of the liv*'^ chapter. 

U 3 out 
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CHAP, out confining himfelf to his lines, Guifcard 
^^-v.^> awaited in battle-array the nearer approach of the 
enemy. His rear was covered by a fmall river ; 
his right wing extended to the fea ; his left to the 
hills : nor was he confcious, perhaps, that on the 
fame ground Caefar and Pompey had formerly dif- 
puted the empire of the world '*. \ 

Battieof Againft the advice of his wifeft captains, Alex- 

a"d!^io8i. ius refolved to rilk the event of a general aftion, 
oaooens. ^jjj exhorted the garrifon of Durazzo to affift 
their own deliverance by a well-timed fally from 
the town. He marched in two columns to fur- 
prife the Normans before day-break on two dif- 
ferent fides : his light cavalry was fcattered over 
the plain ; the archers formed the fecond line ; 
and the Varangians claimed the honours of the 
van-guard. In the firft onfet, the battle-axes of 
the ftrangers made a deep and bloody impreffion 
on the army of Guifcard, which was now re- 
duced to fifteen thoufand men. The Lombards 
and Calabrians ignominioufly turned their backs ; 
they fled towards the river and the fea ; but the 
bridge had been broken down to check the fally of 
the garrifon, and the coaft was lined with the 
Venetian gallies, who played their engines among 
the diforderly throng. On the verge of ruin, 
(hey were faved by the fpirit and conduft of their 
chiefs. Gaita, the wife of Robert, is painted 
by the Greeks as a warlike Amazon, a fecond 
Pallas ; lefs fkilful in arts, but not lefs terrible in 

7* Sec the fimple and maftcrly narrative of C«far himfelf (Comment, de 
Beit Civil iii. 41 — 75.). . it is p>iy that Qumtus IciJius (M. Guifchard) 
did not live to analife tbefe operations, as hs has done the campaigns of 
Africa and Spain* 

arms, 

. Digitized byCjOOQlC 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 295 

arms, than the Athenian goddefs " : though chap. 

wounded by an arrow, file flood her ground, and .-i-v-^ 

ftrove, by her exhortation and example, to rally 

the flying troops'*. Her female voice was fe- 

conded by the more powerful voice and arm 

of the Norman duke, as calm in adion as he 

was magnanimous in council : " Whither/' he 

cried aloud, " whither do ye fly ? your enemy 

^^ is implacable ; and death is lefs grievous than 

*' fervitude." The moment was decifive : as the 

Varangians advanced before the line, they dtf- 

covered the nakednefs of their flanks ; the main 

battle of the duke, of eight hundred knights, flood 

firm and entire ; they couched their lances, and 

the Greeks deplore' the furious and irrefiftible 

fliock of the French cavalry '^K Alexius was not 

deficient in the duties of a foldier or a general ) 

73 IlaXXaj oAXu x«y /xn A§*iytj, which is vety properly tranflatcd by the 
prtfident CouHn (HifW de Conftantinople, torn tv. p. 131. in jz^°)f qui 
combattoit comme une Plllas, qtioiquelie ne fdt pas aufli favante que celk 
d*Atheiies. The Grecian goddefs was compofed of two difcordant charaflerSy 
of Neith, the workwoman of Sais in Egypt, and of a virgin Amazon of the 
Tritonian Lake in Lybia (Banier, Mythoio^e, torn. iv. p. i — 31. in ii™^^). 

74 AnnaComnena (1. iv. p. 116 ) admires, with fonie degree of terror, 
her mafcoKoe virtues. They were more familiar to the Latins j and though 
the Apulian (It v. p- 273.) mentions her prefence and her wound," he re* 
prefents her as far Icfs intrepid. 

Uxor in hoc bello Roberti forte fagittS 
Qu&dam laefa fuit: quo vulnere ierrifa nuUam 
Dum fperabat opem fe posne J'uhegerat hofti. 
The hidt is an unlucky word for a female prifoner. 

75 Ato t»»? Ty VofAVifTH 'r^onyvKrxfA.twiq fJMx>^^f ytvoa-Kuv Tyivit^urriv 
xara njt ivarndn Ixjfoutmv ruv KiXrtcy avwotrov (Anna, 1. v. p« 133.) ; 
and eKewhere kcu yap KsXtoj eLvrtf wa^ tiroxat^^^ /*«»' ^vvmiro; rm op^w, 
jcfiw'n»» Qteeifirn (p. 140.). The pedantry of the princefs in the choice of 
daffic appellations, encouraged Ducange to apply to his countrymen the cha* 
rafters of tiie ancient Gauls* 

U 4 but 
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CHAP, but he no fooner beheld the flaufi^hter of the 

LVI 

Varangians, and the flight of the Turks, than 

he defpifed his fubjeds and defpaired of his 

fortune. The princefs Anne, >vho drops a tear 

on this melancholy event, is reduced to praife 

the ftrength and fwiftnefs of her father's horfe, 

and his vigorous (Iruggle, when he was almoft 

overthrown by the ftroke of a lance, which had 

ihivered the Imperial helmet. His defperate 

valour broke through a fquadron of Franks who 

oppofed his flight; and, after wandering two 

days and as many nights in the mountains, he 

found fome repofe, of body, though nqt of 

mind, in the walls of Lychnidus. The viftorious 

Robert reproached the tardy and feeble purfuit 

which had fuflfered the efcape of fo illuftrious a 

prize; but he confoled his difappointment by 

the trophies and ftandards of the field, the 

wealth and luxury of the Byzantine camp, and 

the glory of defeating an army five times more 

numerous than his own* A multitude of Italians 

had beefi the viftims of their own fears ; but only 

thirty of his knights were fl^in in this memorable 

day. In the Roman hoft, the lofs of Greeks, 

Turks, and Englifli, amounted to five or fix 

thoufand '^ : the plain of Durazzo wa§ ftained 

with noble and royal blood ; and the end of 

the impoftor Michael was more honpvirable than 

hi^ life. 

76 Lupus Protofpata (torn. iii. pt 45.) fays 6000; William the ApulUn 
more than 5000 (1. iv. p. 273' )• Their modet^y is iingolar and laudable: 
tlicy might with fo little troufe)le have flain two or three myriads ©f fchifmatics 
and infidels ! 

It 
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It is more than probable that Guifcard was chap, 
not afflifted by the lofs of a coftly pageant, ^^i^ 
which hiad merited only the contempt and de- Durazzo 
rifion of the Greeks. After their defeat, they a.^ioSi, 
flill perfevered in the defence of Durazzo ; and ^^^' ** 
a Venetian commander fupplied the place of 
George Palaeologus, who had been imprudently 
called away from his ftation. The tents of the 
befiegers were converted into barracks, to.fuftain 
the inclemency of the winter ; and in anfwer to 
the defiance of the garrifon, Robert infinuated, 
that his patience was at lead equal to their 
obftinacy '^ Perhaps he already trufted to hia 
fecret correfpondence with a Venetian noble, who 
fold the city for a rich and honourable marriage; 
At the dead of night feveral rope-ladder$ were 
dropped from the walls ; the light Calabrians 
afccnded in filence ; and the Greeks were 
awakened by the name and trumpets of the 
conqueror. Yet they defended the ftreet three 
days againft an enemy already mafter of the ram- 
part; and near feven months elapfed between 
the firft inveftment and the final furrender of 
the place. From Durazzo, the Norman duke 
advanced into the heart of Epirus or Albania ; 
traverfed the firft mountains of Theflaly; fur- 
prifed three hundred Englifh in the city of Caf- 
toria ; approached Theffalonica ; and made Con- 
flantinople tremble. • A more preffing duty fuf- 

77 The Romans had changed theinaufpicious name of E/fi-damnus to Dyr^ 
rachium (Plin. iii. a6.)> and the vulear corruption of Duracium (fet- Ma- 
laterra) bore feme affinity to hardnefi. One of Robert's names was Durand, 
a dtirandor poor wit ! (Albcric. Monach. in Chron. apud Muiatori Annali 
d'ltalja> torn. ix. p* 137. )• 

, pended 
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pended the profecution of bis ambitious defigns* 
By fhipwre€k, peftilcjice, and the fword, his 
army was reduced to a third- of the original 
numbers } and in(lead of being recruited from 
Italy, he was informed, by plaintive epiftles, of 
the mischiefs and dangers which had been pro- 
duced by his abfence: the revolt of the cities 
and barons of Apulia ; the diftrefs of the pope ; 
and the approach or invafion of Henry king of 
Return of Germany. Highly prefuming that his perfon 
aaions'of wag fufBcicnt for the public fafety, he repafled 
Bohcmond. ^^^ f^^ j^^ ^ g^^gj^ brigatttine, and left the re 

mains of the army under the command of his 
fon and the Norman counts, exhorting Bohemond 
to refpeft the freedom of his- peers, and the counts 
to obey the authority of their leader. The fon 
of Guifcard trod in the footfteps of his father; 
and the two deftroyers are compared, by the 
Greeks, to the caterpillar and the locuft, the lafl: 
of whom devours whatever has efcaped the teeth 
of the foi^mer ^^ After winning two bsfttles 
againft the emperor,* he defcended ifito the plain 
of Thefialy, and befieged Larifla, the fabulous 
realm of Achilles ^', which contained the treafure 
and magazines of the Byzantine camp. Tet 

^ Bp«;C»5 xa« aj«p*5»? aTtf at Tij aors? irxTtfx km Jwf (Anna, 1. i. 
P- IS*)- ^y ^^^^^ riiiiiites, fo different from Ihofe of H^omer, flic wiihet to 
infpire contempt as wtll as horror for the httle noxious animal, a conqueror. 
Mofi urifortuna^y, the common fen fe, or common notifenfc, ofnumkind 
refiAs her ]audablc defign. 

79 Prodiit hac auAor Trojans cUdis Achillea. 

Tlie fuppofrion of the Apulian (1. v^ p. a75.) may bc^xcuiadby the more 
chfTu pot try of Virgil (y^ncid II. 197.), L^iflTxus AclliUc*, btt it i« not 

ju (lifted by the geography of Homer. ^ 

ajuil 
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a juft pratfe mufl not be refufed to the fortitude c h a p, 
and prudence of Alexius, who bravely ftruggled 
with the calamities of the times. In the poverty 
of the ftate, he prefumed to borrow the fuper- 
fluous ornaments of the churches; the defertion 
of the Manichaeans was fupplied by fome tribes 
of Moldavia; a reinforcement of feven thoufand 
Turks replaced and revenged the lofs of their 
brethren ; and the Greek foldiers were exercifed 
to ride, to draw the bow, and ^ to the daily 
pradUce of ambufcades and evolations. Alexius 
had been taught by experience, that the formi- 
dable cavalry of the Franks on foot was unfit for 
aftion, and almoft incapable of motion ^ ; his 
archers were direfted to aim their arrows at the 
horfe rather than the man ; and a variety of fpikes 
and fnares was fcattered over the ground on which 
he might expeft an attack. In the neighbour* 
hood of Larifla the evenrs of war were protrafted 
and balanced. The courage of Bofiemond was 
always confpicuous, and often fuccefsful ; but 
his camp was pillaged by a ftratagem of the 
Greeks ; the city was impregnable ; and the venal 
or difcontented counts deferred his ftandard, be- 
trayed their trufts, and enlifted in the fervice 
of the emperor. Alexius returned to Conftanti- 
nople with the advantage, rather than the ho- 

. So The Tw» TihXuv Tfoa.XfjLarotf which incumbered the knights on foot, 
have been igrorantlytran dated fpurs (AnnaComnena» Alexias, I. v.p. 140.). 
Ducange has explained the true fenfe by a ridiculous and inconvenient 
fafhion, which lafted from the xi*'' to the xv'" century. Thcfe peaks, in 
the form of a fcorpion, were fomerimes two foot, and fattened to the knee 
with a filvcr chain. 

nour. 



Digitized. by 



Google 



A.D.io8i. 



300 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

^ Lvl ^' ^^^^9 of viftory. After evacuating the conquefts 

^— -%^— ' which he could no longer defend, the fon of 

Guifcard embarked for Italy, and was embraced 

by a father who efteemed his merit, and fympa- 

thifed in his misfortune. 

Thcempc- Q( t^g Latin princes, the allies of Alexius 

ror Henry , ^ ^ 

III. inviJed and enemies of Robert, the mod prompt and 
Greeks, powerful was Henry the third or fourth, king 
of Germany and Italy, and future emperor of 
the Weft. The epiftle of the Greek monarch " 
to his brother is filled with the warmeft profeffions 
of friendftlip, and the moft. lively defire of 
ftrengthening their alliance by every public and 
private tie. He congratulates Henry on his fuc- 
cefs in a juft and pious war, and complains 
that the profperity of his own empire is difturbed 
by the audacious enterprises of the Norman Ro- 
bert. The lift of his prefents exprefles the man- 
ners of the age, a radiated crown of gold, a 
crofs fet with pearls to hang on the breaft, a 
cafe of relics, with the names and titles of the 
faints, a vafe of cryftal, a vafe of fardonyx, 
fome balm, moft probably of Mecca, and one 
hundred pieces of purple. To thefe he added 
a more folid prefent, of one hundred and forty- 
four thoufand Byzantines of gold, with a farther 
affurance of two hundred and fixteen thoufand, 
fo foon as Henry Ihould have entered in arms 

8« The epiftle itfelf (Alexias, 1. iii. p. 93, 94, 95) well deferves to be 
read. There is one exprefTion, us-fOTTiXvKvv ^f^E/xEvoy ^£Ta ;^pva-a^w, 
which Ducange clots not undtrrtand, 1 have endeavoured to grope out a to* 
lerabie meaning : xp^^*?*®"? is a golden crown ; arpoTreXExi/?, i$ explainc4 
by Simon Portius (in Lexico Grsco-Barbar.), by XEpauvoj, ^prr»»p> a flaihof 
lightning. 
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the Apulian territories, And confirmed by an 
oath the league againft the common enemy. 
The German^*, who was already in Lombardy 
at the head of an army and a fadkion, accepted 
thefe liberal offers, and marched towards the 
fouth : his fpeed was checked by the found of 
the battle of Durazzo ; but the influence of his 
arms or name, in the hafty return of Robert, 
was a full equivalent for the Grecian bribe. 
Henry was the fevere adverfary of the Normans, 
the allies and vaflals of Gregory the feventh, 
his implacable foe. The long quarrel of the 
throne and mitre had been recently kindled by 
the zeal and ambition of that haughty prieft^^: 
the king and the pope had degraded each other ; 
and each had feated a rival on the temporal or 
fpiritual throne of his antagonift. After the de- 
feat and death of his Swabian rebel, Henry 
defcended into Italy, to aflume the Imperial 
crown, and to drive from the Vatican the tyrant 
of the church \ But the Roman people ad- 
hered 



'^ For thefe general events I mufl refer to the general hiftorlans Slgonlus, 
Baronius, Muratori, Mcfiieim, St. Marc, Sec. 

83 The lives of Gregory VII. are either legenrls or invedtivcs (St. Marc, 
Abrege, torn. iii. p. 235, &c.) : and his miraculous or magical performances 
are alike incredible to a modern reader. He will, as ufual, find fome in* 
ftradlion in Le Clcrc (Vie de Hildebrand, Bibliot. ancienne ct modeme, 
torn, viii.), and much amufement in Bayle (Diftionaire Critique, Gregoire 
Vil.]. That pope was undoubtedly a great man, a fecond Athanafius, in a 
more fortunate age of the church. May 1 prefume to add, that the portrait 
of Athanafius is one ef the pafTages of my hiftory (vol. iii. p. 356, &c.) with 
which I am the leaft diffatisfied ? 

84 Anna, with the rancour of a Greek fchifmatic> calls him xjxroLicrvTOi 
•t/To; linvni (1. i. p. 32.), a pope, orprieil, worthy to be fpit upon$ and 

accuCes 
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CHAP, bered to the caufe of Gresorv : thetr reToIutioa 

LVI ' * 

x^^^^ was fortified by fupplies of men and money from 
Apulia ; and the city was thrice ineffeflually bc- 
Komf" fi^^d by the king of Germany. In the fourth 
A. d/io8i year he corrupted, as it is faid, with Byzantine 
""'"^ ^ g^'d, the nobles of Romej whofe eftates; and 
f^J^- '^^4- caftles had been ruined by the war. The gates, 

»4. the biidges, and fifty; hoftages, were delivered 

^'* into his hands : the antipope, Clement the third, 
was confecrated in the Lateran : the grateful 
pontiiF crowned his protedor in the Vatican; 
and the emperor Henry fixed his refidence in 
the Capitol, as the lawful fucceifor of Auguftu3 
and Charlemagne. Thejruins of the Septizonium 
^ere dill defended by the nephew of Gregory : 
the pope himfelf was invefted in the caftlc of St. 
Angdo i and his laft hope was in the courage and 
fklelity of his Norman valTaL Their friendflnp had 
been interrupted by fome reciprocal injuries and 
complaints ; but, on this prefliag occafion, Guifcard 
was urged by the obligation of his oath, by his 
intereft, more potent than oaths, by the love of 
fame, and his enmity to the two emperors. 
Unfurling the holy banner, he refolved to fly to the 
relief of the prince of the apoftles : the moft nu- 
merous of his armies, fix thoufand horfe, and thirty 
thoufand foot, was inftantly affembled ; and his 
march from Salerno to Rome was animated by the 
public apphufe and the promife of the divine favour. 
Henry, invincible in fixty-fix battles, trembled 

Accufcs him of fcourgiing:, ^having, perhaps of cailrating, the ambaflkdors of 
hiciwy Op. 31. 33.)* . But this outrage is improbable apd doubtful (fee. the 
iinfiMe p; ciiice of C ou ii n J . 
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at his approach ; recollefted fome indifpenfable chap. 
afiairs that required his prcfence in Lombardy; v,Jl^^!^ 
exhorted the Romans to perfevere in their al)e-' 
glance; and haftily retreated three days before riies before 
the entrance of the Normans. In lefs than three mV'* 
years, the fon of Tancred of Hauteville enjoyed 
the glory of delivering the pope, and of com- 
pelling the twa emperors of the Eaft and Weft 
to fly before his vidorious arms *'. But the 
triumph of Robert was clouded by the calamities 
of Rome. By the aid of the friends of Gregory, 
the walls had been perforated or fcaled; but 
•thcs Imperial faction was dill powerful and adive; 
on the third day, the people rofe in a furious 
tumult } and an hafty word of the conqueror, 
in his defence or revenge,' was the fignal of 
fire and pillage*^. The Saracens of Sicily, the 
fubjeds of Roger, and auxiliaries of his brother, 
embraced this fair occaiion of rifling and pro- 
faning the holy city of the Chriftians: nubiy 
thotifands of the citizens, in the fight, and by 
the allies, of their ipiritual father, were expofed 
to violation, captivity, or death } and a fpacious 



t; Sic uno tempore vidi 

Sant terra Domini duo : rex Alemannicisfi ifte. 

Imperii redlor Romani maximus ille. 

Alter ad arma ruens armis Tuperatur; etaJter 

Norninis audit i Tola formidinc ceilit. 
It is fingular eqcugh, that the Apulian, a Latin, (houki dlilmguiih theGreolt 
as the luler of the Roman empire (1. iv. p. 274.). 

86 T|ie narrative of Maiaterra (1. iii. c< 37. p. 587, 588.) is authentic^ 
clrcumftanfial, and fair. Dux ignem exciamans urbe incenfa. Sec Tbe 
Apulian foftens the mifchief (inde fuibufdam xdibus exuftis), which is ag«ia 
exa^^gerated in fome partial Chronicles (Muratort Annali^ tom.ix. pb I470* 

quarter 
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6 H A p. quarter of the city, from the Lateran to the 
»_^,-^' Colifeum, was confumed by the flames, and de- 
voted to perpetual folitude "^ From a city, where 
he was now hated, and might be no longer 
feared, Gregory retired to end his days in the 
palace of Salerno. The artful pontiflF might flat- 
ter the vanity of Guifcard, with the hope of a 
Roman or Imperial crown ; but this dangerous 
meafure, which would have inflamed the ambition 
of the Norman, mufl: for ever have alienated 
the moft faithful princes of Germany. . 
Second ex- The deliverer and fcourge of Rome might 

pedition of . <. . . 

Robert into havc indulged himfelf in a feafon of repofe ; 
A. D. 1084, but in the fame year of the flight of the German 
oaober. emperor, the indefatigable Robert refumed the 
defign of his eaftern conquefts. The zeal or 
* gratitude of Gregory had pfomifed to his valour 
the kingdoms of Greece and Afia^*; his troops 
were aflembled in arms, fluflied with fuccefs, 
and eager for adion. Their numbers, in the 
language of Homer, are compared by Anna 
to a fwarm of bees'* j yet the utmofl: and mo- 
derate 

<7 After mentioning this devaflation, the Jefuit Donatus (de Roma veteri 

ct nova, 1. iv. c. S. p. 4S9.) prettily adds, Duraret hodieque in Coelio mvnte 

' interque ipfum et ci^holiiim miferabilis facies proftratae urbis, niii in hor- 

torum vinLtorumque amsnitatem Roma refurrexifiet ut pcrpetua viriditate 

centegeret vulnera et fuinas fuas. 

88 The royalty of Robert, cither promifed, orbeftowcdby the pope (Anna, 
1. i. p. 32.) is fufficiently confirmed by the Apulian (1. iv. p. 270.). 

Romani regni fibi prominfTe coronam : 
Fapa'ferebatur. 
Nor can I underftand why Gretfer, and the other papal advocates, (hould be 
« difpleafed with this new inftance of apoftolic jurifdidion. . 

89 See Homer, Iliad B. (I hate this^ pedantic mode of quotation by 
4he letters of the Greek alphabet) 87,' &c. His bees are the image 

of 
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'tierate limits of the powers of Qdifckrd hjrte liecn c ha ?• , 

iaiready ^efin^sd; they wer6 ; cootained on this .,1,^^,^^ 

fecona occalibh iia ohe hundred and twenty 'Yef» 

lets ; and as the ieaibn was far advancef!, . the 

harbouir of Brundufium ^ was preferred to the 

opeii road of Otranto. ^eadus, appreheafive of 

a fecond atidck, had affiduouily Ial>buKed. tore)* 

ftore the nival forces of the empire i and obtained 

From the republic of Venice an imponaoit fuccpvii* 

of thirty^fix tranfports, foUf tew galUe^ ^ nine 

jgalebts or fhip^ of extraprdinary fj^i^th and 

magnitude; Their fci:vH:e8 ^ere liberaUy paid 

by the licence or monopoly of trade, a progt^l^ 

gift of many fhops and hof^fes in tlf^ poit- of 

Conftantinople, and a tribute tq St. H^ki the 

taiore acceptable as it was the pco^Uce of a, tax 

on their rivals of Amalphi. By the upipq of th$ 

Greeks and Venetians, the Adriatic was covered 

inrith an hoftile fleet; but their ovA n^led, or 

the vigilance of Robert, the change^ pf a wind, or 

^he (belter of a mift, opened a free pafl^gej and 

the Norman troops were f^ely difeiQbiirked on 

the coaft of lEpirus* With twenty ftrpng • and 

well-appointed gallies, their intrepid, duke imme^ 

diately fought the - enemy, and though more ac- 

tuftomed to fight on horfeback, he trufled his 

*■ 

of a diloMetly crowd : their difciplin^and public works fccm to be the ideas 
of a later age (Virgtl. i£neid. 1. L). 

, $0 GuiiielnL Appulus, I v. p. %76, The admirable port of Bnindufium 
, Vas double ) the outward harbour was a gulph covered by an ifland, and 
lurrowiog by degreesy till it commttnlcated by a fmall gullet with the inner 
harbour, which embraced tlie city on both Tides. Csefar and nature have 
iaboured for Its ruin ^ and apund fucb agents, what are the feeble efforts 
oC the NeapoBtm govcnuncnt f CSwinburne^s Travels in the two Sicilies, 
VOL i. p. 3«4-390.) 

Afoju X. X own 

"r. ^ Digitized by LjOOQIC 



Lvr. 
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c HA P. own' Itfe, and the lives of bis brother aftd two 
fonsy to the event of a naval coi^bat. The domU 
nion of the fea was difputed in three engage- 
n^nts, in fight of the iiland of C6.rfu:. in the 
two former, the fkill and numbers of th^ allies 
were fuperior ; but in the third, the Normausi ob- 
tained a final and complete vifltory ''. The light 
brigantines of the Greeks were fcattered, in igno- 
minious flight : the nine caftles of the Venetians 
maintained a mp^e obftinate conflid:; feven. were 
iTunk, two were taken j two thoufand five hundred 
captives implored in vain the mercy of the viftor; 
and the daughter of Alexiusf depteres the lofs of 
thirteen thoufand of his fubjefts- or allies- The 
want of experience bad bceri fupplied by the.genius 
of Guifcard ; and each evenkig, when be had 
founded a retreat, he <:almly explored the caufes 
of his rcpulfe, and* invented new methods how 
to remedy his own defeats, and to baffle the 
advantages of the enemy. The winter feafon 
fuipended his progrefs: with the retu^ of ipring 
he again afpired to the conqueft of Conflan-p 
tinople ; bur, tnftead of traverfing the hiils of 
Epirus, he turned his arms againft Greece and 
the iflands, where the fpoils would repay, the 
labour, and where the land and ^ fea &rces^ might 
purfue their joinj^bperations with vigour and ef- 
fect. But, in the iile of Cephalonia, his pro- 

9^ William of ApulU (1. v. p. 176.) ^iefcrihet thf ▼Idory of the Kormaoc, 
and forgets the two previoits defcac^y which »fc cHtt^ently rccordtd by Ann< 
Comneiia (2. vi. p. 159, 160, 161. )• ^f ^^ tumi /he invnits or m^njfi«i 
a foiirrh atlion, to give the Venetians revenge «»»d reward*. Tbeir own 
feeling- were far different, fince theydep^fed tlicir doge, "propter excidium 
rtoh ^Dandulus in Citron, m Muratori^ Script. Rcrum Uili€a:uni, torn, xik 
p.2490» 
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je£ts were fatally blafted by an epidemical difiiafe; c,h a p. 
Robert hitnfelf, in the feventieth year of bis age, '_-,-n_» 
expired in his tent ; and a fufpicion of poifon hu death, 
was imputed, by public rumour, to his wife, or iog$,* 
to the Greek emperor ^\ This premature death J*^^ *^' 
might allow a boundlefs fcope for the imagination 
of his future exploits: and the event fuflSciently 
declares, that the Norman greatnefs was founded 
on his life'\ Without the appearance of an 
enemy, a viftorious army difperfed or retreated 
in diforder and confternation ; and Alexius, who 
had trembled for his empire, rejoiced in his 
deliverance. The galley which tranfported the 
remains of Guifcard was Ihipwrecked on the 
Italian fhore ; but the duke's body was recovered 
from the fea, and depofited in the fepulchre of 
Venufia*'% a place more illuftrious for the birth of 



9* The mpft authentic writers, William of Apulia (1. v. a77.)» J^^*^ 
Malaterra (1. iii. 0.41. p. ^Z^*), and Romu aid of Salerno (Chron. in Mu- 
Tatori^ Script. Renim ItaU torn. vii.)y are ij^norant of this crinK fo appa* 
rent to our couniryraen William of Malmfbury (1. iii. p< 107.}, and Roger 
de Hoveden (p. 710. in Script, poll Bedam) : and the latter can tell, Ivov^ 
thejuft Alexias married, crowned, and burnt alive, h!s female accomplice. 
The Eogliih hillorian is indeed fo blind, that he ranks Robert Ouircard, or 
Wifcard, among the knights of Henry 1. who afcended the throne fifteen 
jrtars after the duke of Apulia*s death, 

9) The joyful Anna Comnena fcatters fome flowers over the grave of an 
(nemy (Alexiad, 1. v. p. i6z-— 166.): and hisbeft praife is the efteem and 
envy of William the Conqueror, the fovereign of his family. Gr«cia (fays 
Malaterra) hodibus recedentibus libera Iteta quievit : Apulia tota five Cala* 
kria turbatur. 

W Urbs Venufina nitet untis decorata fepttlchris, 

is ene of the lalt lines of the ApuHan*a poem (1. v. p. 17?.)* William ol 
Malmibury (1. iii. p. 107.) inierts an epiuph on Guifcardy which is not 
■worth tranfcribing. 

X 2 Horace, 
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c*i A f*.-" Horace ^% than for the buthl of tfte..5lorttaa 

^ ^;^ ^- Keroe?^ • Roger^ his fecotid fon afad fturceflbt, 

' *' iftiiti6cKatdy fiink to the Humble ftation* of a 

' dbke of ApuKa i the efteciii or partiality of his 

' ' father left the vafiant Bohemond to the ihh^ritanc^ 

df his fword. The nationld tranquiHity wis' dff» 

tttrbed by his claims, HW the firft crufade againft 

the iiifidefs 6f the Eaft ' openeci a more fplendid 

field of glory and co^que{!*'^ '* 

Reign and ' Of ' hatiian life, th6 moft gTofious ot humble 

iHS^u^rcL f^ofy^^ are alike* and foon bounded by the 

count of Ifepukhre. The male fine of Robert (I?uifcard 

a.d/iioi wa^ extinguifhed, both in Apulia and at Antfochj 

fn thb fecond generation; but his youneer bro 

ttler became the father of a line of' kingk ; and 

t!ie fon of the great count " Vas eridowecl with 

the name, the donqueft^, and the fpirh, of the 

firft Roger *^ The heir of that Norman ad- 

tehtiiret was borh'Mil Sicily: aiid, at '^ the age 

pf only ./our years, he fucceeded to the fove- 

reignty of the ifland, a lot Which reafon might 

envy, could fli'e.. indulge for a moment the ri- 

^ 9J • Vet n^Mt had few oMtjMions W Venafiil j he wis ctttM td Rom« 
In his childhood (Serm. i. 6.) ; and his repeated alltffiens to the doubtful 
UipU of ApuUa and Lucania (Carm. iii. 4. Serm. ii. 1.) 4ire nnwortbfci bis 
age and genius* 

» 56 Sec i^lanr.onf (torn Ii. p. 8S«M93.)f and tht hi(liO#ians tf the M 
aufade* 

91 The reign of Roger, and the Norman kings of Sicily, fills four books of 
the lAoria Civ\k ofKSiannone {torn. ii. 1. xi->xiir* p. 136— 340-)) tf>d 
It fprcjiAlHrer the tx*'^ and x«^ volwiies of the Italian Annais 0^ Montori. 
lo tlK Btt»liD«h<^t.Itali4uc (torn, u p. 175— sza.) I fipd ao ufefui sbdraA 
of Capecelatro, a modern Neapolitan, wlio has compofed,' in two v^Ittrmt, 
tht iiiflory of his cciuntry from Roger I. to Frederic XL indufive. . 

v'--'— - -* fionary. 
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ttimouy^ ^ ^ppy u4 gfj^^ul spt^plft 4n4ght 
ia.vc iAcff^d fteir l?snefaf5korj..^n^^ if ^.i^^ytfe 
^foioiftraticm <pi|}4 Jjisaveiroftofcxi thej^rpfpecoys 
times of ihfi <Jreek colonies ^%, 4b€- opul^i^e 
osd power qf Sicily a}oQe might have ^^laUi^ 
the wideft fcope that ^ould be acqi^red ^i^d 4^(9- 
iated bj the fword of W9« . But rthe ^mbit^ 
of .the great couat wa$. igfioraat of tbefe aob|e 
putfiuitft; it wa» grs^tified' by tl^ ^hIs^ .^^^ps 
of violence and arti^eit He foHg^^to obt^ 
.theiuadiieidgd poflefTiox) of ]^ef90|; q|^ whic^ 996 
^moiety bad been ceded to the f|der;;J^Van$^; 
(Iruggfedf to. enlarge bis C^Iab]:i%9 lirnita J;)eyQdyl 
-the meafvii^. of ioinjer tr<?aii^i.;ai^d inyjatieij^y 
.watchpd. tbe ^ecUaing h^alih of his coufin WiUiajvi 
of Apuiia»t the grapdfoa ©f : B^pbertt ^ .On the firft W^ji . 
JotoUigctocfi 0i, his prenftatjs-e 4path,, |lqg^ fajlpfl ^^aI^.'** 
:fr9D3i?8afenno with figven jg^Ujes, faft anchor Jfl VV*^ 
j^be bay ftf;SUleyap,.receivied, after ten days ne- \ ..." 
gocM«>!?» .an., Oath :q{ .fidelity from ^thc Norojii^n ; ' ". 
.capital, cpniipanded the fubmiflion of the barons, 
and extorted a legal invediture from the reludant 
popes, who coqld ,p?it. Ippg endure either, the 
friend(bip or enmity af |i pawerful vaflal, T^f 
facred fpot.pf B^neyento wis* tefpeftfiiHy fpaFedj 
9s the p^urio^oiiy of St, J^eterj but the,red.ufltiori 

9^ A^firding to tlie udknovyiol Philiftas and Diodon^s, the tyrant Dio* 
*n>riu>>ot'Syraci]fe could nnaintain aftafKling force of ](q,ooo borfe, loo^cop 
-ioot, ion^ 4CO {^cft Compare Hunic ^J-iTays^ vol},l- p* 268. 435 ) and 
lus a'^verfary Wallace (Nuiiibers of Mankind, p. 306^ 3?7-)t', The ruin^ 
-pi A^^ttimca arn tU thane xrf every, tfavclkr, d'Crvilc, Reidcfel, Swin- 
.burnt^ir^iu . ': 1 ...;.'-• - 
" ^ -^ X 3 * ^ '^ ' *t)f 
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of Capuft ^nd Naples ^dmpleted tbe defign of his 
uncle Guifcard; and the fole inheritance of the 
Norman conquefts was poflefled by the vidorious 
Roger. A cohfcious fuperiority of power and 
' merit prompted him to difdain the titles of duke 
and of count ; and the ifle of Sicily, with a third 
perhaps of the continent of Italy, might form 
* the bafis of a kingdom *• which would only yield 
to the monarchies of France and England. The 
chiefs of the nation whd attended his coronation 
'it Palihrmo,' might doubtlefs pronounce under 
'what tianic he (hould reign over them; but the 
example' of a Greek tyrant or a Saracen emir 
;t<rere infuflScient to juftify his regal charafler; 
and the nine kings of* the Latin world *** might 
difclaim their new aiTociate, unlefs he were con« 
fecrated ' by the authority of the fupreme pontiff*. 
FirfikJng The ptide of Anacletus was pleafed to confer a 
a! p. title, which the pride of the Norman had ftooped 
Dec!l%- ^^ foHcit '^^ ; but his own legitimacy was attacked 
A.D. by the adverfe eleftion of Innocent the fecond ; 
jaj/ft5, and while Anacletus fat in the Vatican, the fuc- 

ccfsful 



It A eontcmporary hirtorian of the a^s of Roger from the year 1127 to 
!ft35, founds his title on iMtmt and power, the coofent of the^aroDc, and 
||r ancitBt royalty of Sicily and Palermoy without introducing pope Ana. 
Cletu? (Alexand. Ccenobii Telcfini Abbatis de Rebus geAis Regit Rogcriiy 
iib, iv. in Maratori, Script. Jlerum ItaK tom.V; p. 6o7«v«fi45.)» 

too The kings of France, England, Scotland, Caftille, Arragon, Navarre, 
Sweden, Denmark, and Hungary. The thtee firft were niore ancient, than 
*Charlemagne : the three next were ct'eated by their fword, the three laft by 
their baptifm; and of'thefe the king of Hungary abnc was honoured or de- 
bafed by a papal crown. 

tot Fazellus, and a crowd of Sicilians, had Imagined a more early and in- 
dependent coronation <A. D. 2130, May 1), which Giannone ohwilfingly 

rejeiU 
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€ift&I .fiig^ve :Ti/as acknowledged by the nat^as c hap.: 
of Europe. .'The iafant monjirchy of Roger was ^^'' 
ib»l||»), and ^lipod overthrown^ * by the unlucky 
ohoioe of . tiE^ ecclefiafliqal patrpn^ aitd the /w^rd 
of Lothamiiii/^ fecond of<Jer^m»ny,. th^;ex;cpia* 
maaieationi <^ Innocent;, the i^eets. pf Pifa, and 
theae^ of S(« Bernard, 7 were. united for the. ruin 
of the StcUim i^obber. After a gallant, refiftances 
the NoriBMt prince was driv^ from the continent 
pfltidy.}*a new duke, of Apulia was invefted by 
.the pope and the ^pecor, each of whom held 
one ead of .the gonfanorty or flagrftafF^ as a tokea 
,thiitt tkcj afiertitd their right, and fufpended their 
•jqjiiarteU . But fuch jealous friendihip was of fhort 
«^ precatioua duration: the German armies foon 
.va^iflied in, (Ufeafe and defertion '*"* : the Apulian 
d^ke, with aH his adherents, was exterminated 
by a/ cottqueror, who feldom forgave either the 
dmd or the living,; like his predeceflbr Leo the 
ainth, tbe,fecl>le though haughty pontiff became 
the captive and friead of the Normans ; and their 
recondiiatioa was celebrated by the eloquence of 
•Bernard, who now revered the title and virtues of 
the king of Sicily. 

As a penance for this impious war againfl His eon. 
the fucceiTor of St. Peter, that monarch might "amX^ 

A. D. ttzt 
— "5*. 

.rejca& (torn. ij. p. xS7*-«44*)» Th|« fi^ipn It difprovet) by the filence of 
contemporaries,; nor can it be redored by a fpurious charter of Mdfliiu 
'(Muratoriy Annali'd^ltalia, tdm. ix. p. 340. Pagi^ Critica^ tonU iv. p. 4^7^ 

10^ Roger corrupted the fecond pnfon of Lothaire*s army, who (bunded, 
or rather ciied, a retreat: for the Germans (iaya CinDam«s» Win. c. i. 
p. 5^1*} «re igpprant of the «fe of Crpinp«ts. Moft ignorant Umfelf I 

X 4 have ^ 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



LVIi 



3^ THB DECIJNE AND WALL 

c Hji p. have promifed to i^^y ibe banner of tbe di6b^ 

and he accoii^iyKfiied ^ith ardot(r a vo^ fet^prcv 

pitious to hk iatereft and revenue. ^The vtcent 

ttqmt^ df Sicify ti^ght ptoyoke a jtfft r^aiotioa 

KM'tht 'heads '6f the Saradens : the l^orniaas, wli^ofe 

blood had been mingled with fo many ftibje^ 

ftream^, vT^te eticoiifagtfd tq jf^meo^r vid emu* 

late th^ «ia¥Ul tro|^ies df their fathefib ai^ » tliQ 

maturity bf their ftrength they coniciided vntk 

the declStie of au Airiean poorer; .Wfa^ the 

^atfmite caliph departed for ^^ conqueft of Eg^q^t^ 

he f larded the real merit and appu^ijtt fiidetity (^ 

his'fervaxit Jofepb, with a gift oif bis royal ttiaml^ 

and forty Aratiian hprfes, his palace, imfh iti^fim^ 

tuous furniture, and the government of ibe^ing- 

doBHs of Tftrtis and Algiers. The .Zmitde^ *^% the 

defcendaf^ts of Jof^ph, forgot their ^li^gton^e and 

gratftuHe to a diftant benefactoi;^ gpifpsd an^ 

abufedlhe fruits of profperity:; ai^ icerTOppiiig 

'the little cdurfe bf ati Oriental dynafty, were now 

fainting in their own weafcnefs. Ojx the fide of 

the land, they >yete preiTed by the Almoba^ea, 

"^the fanatic princes of Morocco^ :t wBife the iez^ 

coaft was open to the entcrprifes aif the Qi^eeks 

:and^attfc9, who, before the clafe of tke. eleventh 

century, had exCorted ^ ranfoii of two Jir^dr^^l 

thoufand pieces of gold. By the firft arms of 

Roger, the ifland or totk of Malta, which has 

^ been fince ennobled by a military and religious 

colony, was infeperably annexed to the crow^ 

. 101 See.cte Cuignes, Hift. Gencrale dcs Hwn»,, tQO|. i* p- 369 -473^ wd 
C4rdonnc» Hilh de i*AfrK|iic, $fCs im» ia j^^fitf^cjon' de^ Ataiie*^ t^ff. j<* 
p. 70—144. Their common original appears to be Novairi. 

. •' of 
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OF THE ROMAH.EMBIIIE. * |I2 

ef Skily. Tripdi^"^, ^ ftn>ng wd mariiinie dtf\ 
yi^ the next object odf his sftta^ck } and the flaugh^ 
ter of the o^les, the qtptiviqf o^ the females, 
SBiglit be juftified by the frequeat pra£^ce of the 
Ijloflems themfelire^ The ^pMi of fife ^eirides 
^P8 ii^med Africa from the cou^itry, ai^ Mar 
kadi) '''^ ifip,m Hip Arabian: fdiKid^r : it is ftrqnglj 
bulk on a nedi: ci bnd^ but «^e iiiQ>eFfe£licu\ of 
the harbour U l[K>t cmlipexifiited by the fertility 
of the «|djaceiit plin^ Mabadia ^s be(i$ged by 
Qeorg^ the Sicilian admiral, wifh a fleet of one 
liundred and fifty gal^es, aniply provided with 
imen s^nd- th<(. inftrimieats of mifchief : the fove- 
reigflt hid fl^» thfi .MoOrifh governor refufed to 
tpapitulate,. declined the lafl; and iirefiftihle aiTauU^ 
^iid fecre^ly efcaping w^h the Moflem inbabitanta, 
j^bandpned the. plate and its treafur^ to thetapa- 
^iops Fcankst In fucceilive expeditions, the 
tqng of ^dily or his lieutenants reduced the cities 
of Tttnis, Spihit^ C^ia, Bona, and a long trad 
ip£lhe fea-coaft"''^;; the forcrefles were garrifoneds 
the <oaptry was ttib^tary^ Sind a boaft, that it 
hfld 4frica in fobjedioti^ m^t be iafcribed with 

• Ml Tripoli Xfigrt tti^ Nnbimi geosripher, or 'aSoi«i>roperl)Nte <Sherif a! 
Sdriii} uitsfdrtU, faxeo muro vallata, flea prope Itttus marii, 'HanceS* 
pognavit Koi^erius, qui mnlieribus captivit daitis, viros peremit. 

105 See the |eography of Leo Africanvs (in RamiafiOy torn. i. IbL 74* 
yerfo, foL 75. u€to), and Shaw's Trttvek <p. iiol), the tU'*. book of -Tim- 
anus, and tht-^}*^ of the Abb€ de Vcftoc. Tlie poflefion ag|d:4«frM««r 
the place wa« ofiertd by Charlet V. and' wMeiy decliaed by tlie loiisba of 
iWalta. ' " • , . . 

106 Pagi )ia« accurately marked the Afilcan conquefts of Roger; and Ms 
criticifm was fupplied by his friend the Abbe LongaeniCy with Ibme 
Arabic mcmoriilt (A, D. 1 147, N9 %$, 27, A. D. tt^%, No x6. A* D. ti^« 

fome 
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ST4 THE DEGLmE AND EALt 

^ tvx/* ^^^^ flattery on the fword -of iRogor^^V After 

^-■^v^' liis deatliy that 'iword was btoHen; aad thefe 

tranfmarinc pbfleflSons were hegte&ed, dracoated, 

or loft^- under the troubled rdgn of his focccf- 

for ^. The triBmphs of Scipb arid BeHiuios haw 

proved, that the African continent iinietther.ba& 

cefiible nor invincible : yet the great ptincei and 

powers of Chriftend^ni have tepeateiUy fiuled in 

their armaments a^nft the Moars» wbo may ftiU 

glory in the eafy oonquefl: and long fervitude of 

Spain. u 

^^ Since the deceafe of Robert Gmfcardi tiie No^ 

Gr^cv, xnans had relinquiibedy above fixty.yeitty tbeir 

"^ , hoftile deiigns againft the empire of the £a& 

The policy of Roger Iblicbed a public andprivati 

union with the Greek princes, whpfe ^lia^c 

would dignify his regal chara^er : he demanded 

in marriage a daughter of the Comnentan. family^ 

and the firft fteps of the treaty fe^md to pfqmik 

z favourable event. But die contemptuous treat- 

merit of his an^bafladors exafperated the vanity 

of the new monarchy and the indolence of tb^ 

Byisantine court vrmi expiated^ .aconrdiog tojh^ 

laws of nations, by the fufferings of a guiltlefs 

people **•. With a fleet of feventy gallies, 

^- .. .Georgi 

t*7 Appuloft et Ca]«bcr« Siculus mlhi fcnric et Afcf . 

A pfmi4'iiifcription» which denotes* that the Norman conqueror) wereftiU 

diferimiiiatttti^mtMrCbrillumjmflMoAein ^Mc^f^ .. .- 

t«9 Hqgo falcandm (Hift. Sicula, in Muratori Script, torn. vii. p< 270> 
•syi.) a(qribes thf ft Joifes to the n^gle^ or treaeliery of tlie admiral M«}o. 

109 Tl^ filence of the Sicilian hiftorians, who end too foon or begin too 
>tfiLnitr4:.beiupplicd by Otho of Frifia|co, a German (de Geftis Frederic! I. 
t i. c. 3}*. in Muratfifri Script, tooi. vi. p. 6^690> ^ Venetian Andrew 

DaBduln 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 215 

George the admiral of Sicily appeared before c h a p. 
Corfu ; and both the ifland and city were delU w^^vw 
vered into his hands by the difafFefted inhabitants, 
who had yet to learn that a fiege is ftill more 
calamitous than a tribute. In this invafion, of 
fome moment in the antials of commerce, the 
Normans fpread themfdves by fca, and over the 
provinces of Greece ; and the venerable age of ^ 
Athens, Thebes, and Gorinth, was violated by 
rapine and cruelty. Of the wrongs of Athens, 
QQ memorial remains. The ancient wails, which 
e^compaifed, without guarding, the opulence o£ 
Thebes, were felled by the Latin Chriftians ; bui: 
their fole ufe of the gofpel was to fan€tify. aa 
oath, that the lawful owners had not fecreted any 
relic of their inheritance or induftry. On the 
approach of the Normans the lower town of ' 
Corinth was evacuated : the Greeks retired to 
the citadel, which was feated on a lofty eminence 
abundantly watered by the clafQc fountain of 
Pirene ; ai\ impregnable fortrefs, if the want of 
courage could be balanced by any advantages of 
art or nature. As foon as the befiegers had fur- 
mounted the labour (their fole labour) of climbs 
ing the hill, their general, from the command- 
ing eminence, admired his own yiftory, and 
teftified his gratitude to heaven, by tearing from 
the altar the precious image of Theodore the 
tutelary faint. The filk weavers of both fexes, 
whom George tranfported to Sicily, compofed 

Danduluf (W. torn. xii. p. iSi, 283.). an<j the Greek writers Cinnamus 
(liii. €. 2— -5 ] and Nicecai (in Manuel. I ii. c. i«-60* 

'the 
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3i6. THE DECUN-E AND .TA4X 

c H A F. tbt mod valuable part of ibt.fybBy Atxd io conk 
s^J^v^ paring the flulfol tndaftry of. the mecfaaoio vitfa 
jth^ floth and cowatdioe of (be fQb^er^.he-vas 
4ieard -to exchtim, fehat tiio diftaflp' ^ Ihotfa <W)ore 
4he oiiiy weapons vhick the^Grrecks seiner capable 
His admiral ^ P&^?* The pfo^efe of thu • na?al • oCTiMicat 
^»i^*" was marked , by two confpiduDar .eyemsy the 
oifiaocei tefcoe c^ tfae jcing of Franee^'j^TAd a^c^ mfult of 
ihe Byzantine capital* In hisuretDcb.by {em from 
an tnLfortynate cruiiabde, JLoiii^'che fe^i^ntb-^^ 
jnti^Kep^ by the^ Greek*, jwbo "bafely vfelaied 
the iaws of hbnour and religifm. ' The^fortamte 
jftncqimter of the N^i man fleet delivefed theToyal 
icapave ; and after a- free a«(f honouraMe- emter- 
tainment in the court of Sicily, Lotts^toentinoed 
infa'ucon- hts joumdy • to Roine and jRaHpis* •'^*' In»theab- 
^iiuiiiiop.c. jjpjj^ ^f ^j^ crtipirror, GonftaiKinople andehe HeU 
'kfpont were left without ' defence ^nd *whhout 
^he fufpicion of danger; The ickrgy dnd peofk^ 
fcir.the {bidiers.had followed the itwdarcl of 'Ma- 
nuel, were aftoniihed and difmayed^^toi^e liaftile 
appearance of a line of ^allies, which boKUy*^^ 
anchor in the front of the Imperial city. •* The 
isrces of the SSdliai^ admiral were |iiadeq«iaifee to 
the fiege or aflfaiilt of an iminaMe andipopuloitf 
laetropotis: but George enjoiyedl the glory^ <^ 
httmbling the Grieek arroganqa^ Vf^d pf mask-. 

»>o To this imperfe^l capture and fpetdy.refcMey I ap^lx the ««f' «^.' 
ye» hXCe Ttf fiuXww*, of Cinnamu.s, 1. ij. c. 19, p. 49. • JMoratori, « 
tolerable evidence (Annali (^itaHa, torn, txi -p»' 4%6t ^^i\ liii^ i^ ^^ 
delicacy of the French, who maintain, marifque nullo impediente ptriculo 
ad regnum propriom reverfum effe : yet I ohTerve that theiradvocate* ^^' 
cange, is !efs poruxve at the commentator pn Cinnamus, than as the editor 
€f Joinvillc. 
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hrg''t\i€ patSi bf cdnqueft re -the naVteg- ftf c ii'A p. 
the Weft* He knded fort^foldiei-g to riti* the sJ^!!J^ 
froits of fHe royil garden^, and pokited ^th 
ffiver, or* mort ptdbably -wHh 'fife^ the affrows 
liWtich he ^ difehargi*d agiinft' the' palao* of ih6 
Gsefati'^J This playful dtitH^e of tb^ |p«#afeii xhcemiJe. 
of SHTy^ ^ho had Turprifed an utlgua^dell ift<J- rcpuifcsthe 
thent, 'Mftiud affeaed to idefpife^. whtJe his mar^ Td^'^%, 
tial ^iTit,-' tod-'the' foices erf tfee empire, : were "45- 
fiwakencd tb irevehg^. • The ; Archipelago and . 
Ionian fea >ve'fe covered with his ftjuadfons and 
t^ofe' of Venice; btit I know not by what fa- 
vourable allqtvance df trahfpbfts, Viduallets, and 
pi^nacQS9 oiir f^afon, of even ouf fancy, can be 
fecQiicfled tb ,thp ftlipi^ndoos account of fifteert 
hundred veffels, \^hich is propofed by a Byzantihd 
hiftoriani Th^fe ' operatrons were direfted with 
prudcncp ^and ^ ehergy : in his homeward voyage 
Oeorge ' loft ixinefeen ' of his gallies, which were 
feparated and |*akeri : after an obftinate defence,* 
Corfu ^juplorfid the clemency of her lawful fove- 
teigti ; nor, could & ftip, a foldier of the Norman 
prihcet b^ fotlkijd, , unlefs as a captive, within the 
limi^tit of tl;^fe Ekftern fempirei, The profperity and 
the'bitah^ pf Koger were already in a declining 
ikite\t whik'^^fe liftepcd in his palace of Palfermb 
to the mefferigfe^s of vii&cry or defekt, the invrn- 
Cible Ma'iufleli'^tte'foremoft in every affault; ^zk 

-.^ ' -I . : - • '*• • 

tn Uk pyd»t)}imrcgium fagitta$ ignca* injecit, fays Dandulus ; lut NJcctas^ 

l.iJ. C.8. jy 66. transforms. tii€m Inj'o BsX*} apytyrwc i^n» arpajcTM;, 

ihd add$9 Uiat l^amiel Aykd this InfuU 7rai<)^yi(»>y and y<KwT»^ 

\nfynw'^ 'Thcfe trro^», tjy the compiler, Vincent de'Btauvais, are 

i(g«iA cranfmutcd into gold. 

celebrated 
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]t8 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

c F A p. edefH'jtted by the Gre^s and ta^ns as the Alexan- 

L.Vt 

^,.,^^-^ dcr or Hercules of the age, 

Hcrcducpf A'pfince of fuch a temper could not be fatif- 

A pulia and " m. 

Caiahri;), fied With hiving . repelled the infoleitce of a 
A.^^"5$- Barbarian. It was the right and duty, ic might 
be the intereft and glory, of Manuel to reftore 
the ancient majefty of the empire, to recQrer the 
provinces of It^Iy and Sicily, and tb chaftifc 
this pretended king, the grandfon of a Norman 
vaffal "*. The natives of Calabria were fliJl at- 
tached to the Greek language and worfliip, which 
had been inexorably profcribed by the Latin 
clergy, : after the loft of her dukesi Apulia was 
chained as a fervile appendage to the crown of 
Sicily: the founder of the monarchy had ruled 
by the fword ; and his death had abated the fear, 
without healing the difcontent, of bis iubjeds; 
the feudal government was. always pregnant with 
the feeds of rebellion ; and a nephew of Roger 
himfelf invited the enemies of his family and 
nation. The majefty of the purple, and a feries 
of Hungarian and Turkifli wars, prevented MTanueJ 
from embarking his perfon in the Italian expedi- 
tion. To the brave and nobJe Pala^Iogus^ his 
lieutenant, the Greek monarch ^ntrufted a fleet 
and army : the fiege of Bari was hi^ firft exploit j 
and, in every operation, gold as wptl as^ fteel was 
the inftrument of victory. Salerno^ and fomc 



i<» For the invsdon of Italy, which it alinoft overlooked bjr Kieetas, ftt 
tbt fnore polirt hirtory of Cinnamus (J. iv. c. i— 15. p, 78 — lOi.), V(Ik) in- 
troduces a diifufe nairacive by a lolty profelHon, xt:% «•»)? EiKcXisrf Ti| 
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i^TF fTRE ROMAN EMWRR 31, 

placer along, the Weftern coaft^ maintained their c h a 9* 
fidelity to the Normair king } but he loft in - twp ^-^i^ 
campaigns the greater part of hi& continental 
poffefSonsf ajjd the modeft emperor^ difdaining 
all. flattery and ialfehood, was concent with the 
reduction of three hundred cities or villages cf 
Apulia a^d Calabria, whofe names and titles were 
infcribqd .on all the walls of the palace. The 
prejudices erf the Latins were gratified by a ge- 
nuine or fidiuovis donation,, under the/eal of the 
,-German CIselars *" ; but the fucceffor of Con- "Z*^"*^^^ 
ftantine fbon renounced this ignominious pretence, luiy and 
claimed the indef^afible dommion of Italy, and cm^cf ™ 
•profefled his defign of chacing the Barbarians ^,^/ ''^^ 
•beyond the Alps^ By the artful fpeeches, liberal *c. 
.gifts, and unbounded promifes, of their Eaftern 
.^lly» the. free cities were encouraged to perfevere 
in. their generous ftruggle againft the defpotifm 
,of Predefic Barbaroffa : the walls of Milan were 
rebuilt by the .contributions of Manual ^ and he 
poured, fays the hiftorian, a river of goldlqto 
the bofom of Ancona, whofe attachment to the 
Greeks was fortified by the jealous enmity of the 
Venetian^ **\ The fituation and trade of Ancpfjia 
rendered it an important garrifon in the . heart 
of Italy : it was. twice befieged by the. arms of 
Frederic J the. Imperial forces were twice repulfed 

' •ii| The Latin 9 Otho (<l« CeftU Fredcrhel 1. !• ii. Cw )o. p, 734-^ attcfls 
the forgery: the Greek, Cinnfamus (l.i. c»4., {>. 73.), claimt^a prondiibtif 
rcilittttion from ConrfM and Frederic. An a^ of fraud ii alnvays if edible 
WilaiiturtoklofciMOreeks. ' 

it4 Qgod Ancom^ni Graecum impertum nUnis diligerent ....;'• 
VensCti fpecifU odio^ Anconam oderunt* The cauft ef. lo'/t, perhaps of 
.cavy» were tbc.bemeficiat, fiumfa tureum of i\>6 ^mi^cimr } ^ai|a tHe Latin 
fiarrasive i». confined by Ci|inainu» (1. iv. c. 24. p. 98 ). ' * 

: by 
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316 tHt ttECttNE AND i?ALt 

CHAP. Iby ifhe fpirit dT freedom ; that tprtk ^irii ^aknatel 
by thie ^mbafladbr of Cohftintinople ; ah(i the moft 
intrepid patriots, the moft ftithful ferVant^, were 
Rewarded by the health and honours of the By- 
eantine court "^ The pride of Manuid difdained 
and rejeSed a Barbarian coUeagUe ; his ambition 
Was excited by thte hop6 bf ftripi»ng thfc purpk 
from the German iiftirpers, and of el^abliflbing, in 
the Weft, as in the Eaft, his lawful title of fole 
emperor of the Romans. With this vie^, he 
foKdted the alliance of the people and the bilhop 
of Rome. Several of the nobles embraced the 
caufe of the Greek monarch ; the fplendid nuptials 
of his niece with Odo Frangipani^ fecured the 
•fappott of that powerful family *'•% arid his royal 
ftandard or image was entertained with due rete^ 
rence in the ancient metropolis "*. During the 
-quarrel between Frederic and Alexander the thirdj 
the pope twice received in the' Vatican the aiii- 
baffadors'of^Gonftantfnople. They flattered bis 
piety by. the long-promlfed union of the two 
cHuh:hes, tempted the ^avarice of hi^ Venal courts 
■^nd exhbrted the Roman pontiff to feize the juft 
^provocation, the favourable moment^ to humbte 

tr^'Mttfatott mentions the two fiegcs df iHnconft; the fiW!, in iiSfi 

^'i^fkfFrt^wi^L in ferfQn (AnhaH, tom.JU P* 19» 9c$0 » ttjefeOOfldiJ^ 

>>73> againft his lieutenant Chriflran, arclihilhop of Menti, a man on* 

r moHhy of iHs tta«^ j^ office Cp, ?6, fee*). . It it of the fiecood fi^» ^ 

2W«.p^/8 aporig^n^ narmtivc^ which he ii|U publi(be4 in Hts pt^t coin* 

"A We derive this anecdote from an anonynpou* chraalfilc oCfflA^^ 
fUbii/hedhy Miir.atori.(^Qripf* Li;ai toni. vji* ^. S74.)« 

"7 The Battfi;UM» <wpnH».V. Cinwwnw (1. rv. «. 14.. pi f9») ^ ^^' 
oepviblr ^ <liii4«tt(»]« i^tiCc^ A Hamdardto more Latins aa ka^^jom 

«mlc. , -. v.- . ... 

o the 
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QP THE ROMAN ElfPIRrB; ^t 

the 'faTaire infoknce of the Akmanni, aiid to cha<>., 

• n • LVI 

ackitpwledge the true reprefentative of Conftantiae ^— ^.^ 
and Auguftus "'. 

But thcfe Italian conquefts, this univerfal reign,, Sfdcfi m. 
foon efcaped from the hand of the Greek em- 
peror. His firft demands were eluded by the 
prudence of Alexander the. third, who paufed on 
this deep and momentous revolution "' } nor could 
the pope be feduced by a perfonal difpute to 
renounce the perpetual- inheritance of the Latin 
name. After his re^union with Frederic, he fpoke 
a more peremptory language, confirmed the ads 
of his predeceflbrs, excommunicated the adherents 
of Manuel, and pronounced the final feparation 
of the churches, or at lead the empires, of 
Conftantinople and Rome *". The free cities of 
Lombardy no longer remembered their foreign 
benefaftor,. and without preferving the friendlhip 
of Ancona, he foon incurred the enmity of Ve- 
nice '^'« By his own avarice, or the complaints of 

ixS Nihilominus quoque petebat> ut quU occaiSo jufta et tempos q>por- 
tunuin et acceptabile fe obtulerant, Roman! corona imperii a fan£to apof* 
tolo fibi reddereturj quoniam non ad Trederici Alamanni, fed ad fuum 
jus alFeruit pertinere (Vit. Alexandri III. a Cardinal* Arragonii«> in Script* 
Rerum Ital. toni. iii. par. i. p. 458. )• His fecond cmbaiTy was accompankd 
cum immenfa multitudine pecuniarumu 

ti9 Kimis aka et perplexa funt ( Vlt. Alexandri' II I. p. 460, 461.), fay^ 
the cautious pope. *^ 

Tc'oc'Koua'ro^lot 'fucmf (Cinnamus, I iv. c. 14. p. 99.), 

i»K In his vi*"* b«ok, Cinnamui defcribes th% Venetian war, which 
Kicetas has npt thought worthy of his Atrention. The Italian accounts^ 
which do not (atisfy our curi«rity> are n^itsd -by the annaliii Muraceri, 
^nder t|ie years 117 1, &c. 

.L . .. y ; • ' ...-...: 

. . Vol, X, y » his 
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3W THE DECLINE AND FALL 

c tt' A p. his fubjcfts, the Oredc emperor was provoked to 
^^^' arfeft the perfons, and confifcate the effed^, of 
the Venetian merchants* This Yiolation of the 
public faith exafperated a free and commercial 
people: one hundred g^Hies were launched and 
armed in as many days ; they fwept the coails of 
Ihlmatia and Greece; bu! after fome mutual 
wounds, the war was terminated by an agreement, 
inglorious to the empire, Infufficient for the re- 
public ; and a complete vengeance of thefe and 
of frcfli injuries, was referved for the fucceeding 
generation. The lieutenant of Manuel had in- 
formed his fovcteign that he was ftrong enough 
to qudl any domeftic revolt of Apulia and Ca- 
labria^ but that his forces were inadequate to 
• refift the impending attacfk of the king of Sicily. 
His prophefy was foon verified t the death of 
Pilasotegus devolved the command on ftveral 
chiefs," alike eminent in rank, alike defeftive in 
military talents; the Creeks were oppreffed by 
land and fea ; and a captive remnant that efcaped 
the fwords of the Normans and Saracens, abjured 
all future hoftility againft the perfon or dominions 
of their conqueror "*. Yet the king of Sicily 
efteemed the courage and eonftancy of Manuel, 
who had landed a fecond army on the Italian 
ihore : he refpeftfully addreffed the new Juftinian ; 
Ibiicited i peace or truce of thirty yeats^ accepted 

«*» Thit vi&arjfU mentioned by RomtVald of Sjlfemo (ill Muratori, 
$«Tipt,Iialr tdffl. vU. p. 198.). It is whimfical enough., th« in the praife 
^f thfrJUitg.of Sicily, Ci^hamos (Lit. c. ta- p* 97, 98.) »**^^^ WArmer 
and copious than Fafcandus (p. 26S. 470 ). But the Greek is fond ©£ 
dtfcnption^ and th« Latin hiftorlan is not fond of William the Bad. 

12 U 
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jjts i gift, the r^gai title $ and acknoi^ledged hiai*^ chap. 
fctf the military vafl&il of the Roman em|at? "'. \_JC ^ 
The Byzantine Ctefars acqaiefced in this fiiadow Pea^with 
of dotninion$ tviihoiJt expe&ing, perhaps widiout mans, 
defiring^ thefervice of a Norman armyj and the ^'^'"^ 
trace of thirty years was not xlifturbed by any 
Ikoftiiities between Sicily and Conftantinpple* 
jibottt the end jof that period, the throne of 
JVlannd -was uftirped by ananhuman tyrant, . iwfao 
had deferv«d the abhorrenpe of his: conniry aittd 
mankind: thefword of William theifecond, the 
^randfon of Roger, was drawn by a fugitivie of 
the Ccnnnenian race ; acid the fubje£b. of Andtro- 
iiicus might .falute the ftrangers as friends, jfince 
they detcfted then- (bverdgn as the word of eniS'* 
mies. The Latin hifloriasis '^^ expatiaite on the Laftwarof 
rapid progrefs of the four counts who iavaded IndN^^' 
Romania with a fleet and army, and reduced X!d.'ii8s. 
many caftlc^.and cities to the obedience, of the 
king of Sicily. The Greeks "^ accufeand magnify 

the 



iM For the cpidk of William I^fee Ciimaii^t (Liv. c. 15. p. ^r^ iP^')f 
and Nicetas (1. ii. c. 8.)* It is difficult to affirm » whether chefe Greeks 
deceived themfelves) or the pdbllc^ in theie flattering portraits of the gran* 
tfetir of the empire. 

»H J can ionly quott of original evidence, the poor chronicks of Sicard 
of Cremona (p. 603. )> and of Fofl^a Nova (p. 875.), as they are publilhcd' 
Ml the vli*"* tome of Muratori*s hiftorians. The king of Sicily ferrt his 
tropes contra /ieqi4itiam Androhicl . « . • . adatquiKndqm.imperiumCP. 
They were capti aut confufi decepti captiquc, hy Ifaac. 

125 By the failure of Cinnamusy we are now reduced to Nicetas (in An- 
tironico, l.i. c. 7, 8, 9. I. ii* c i. in Ifaac Angcio, 1. i. c. i-*-4 ), who 
»ow becomes a refpe^able contemporary. As he furvived the emperor and 
the empire, he is above flattery : hot the £iU of Conftantinople exafperaterf 
his prejudlcef a^ainft tha Lstins. For the honour of learning I ih«U obferva 

Yz that 
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jai THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, the wanton' and facrilcgbus cruelties that were 
UpU/^ perpetrated in the fade of Theffalonica, the 
ilecbud city of tlic empire. • The former deplore 
the fate of thofe invincible but unfu^>ei£ling war^ 
riors who were deftroyed by the arts of a van- 
•quiftied &e.' The latter applaud^ hi fongs of tri- 
umph, the repeated viftories of their countrymen 
;on the fea of Marmora or Pro^jontis, on the banks 
<oS the Strymon, and under the walls of D'urazzo. 
'A revolution which puniihed the crimes of An- 
'droQicQS, had united againft the Franks the 
.aseal and courage of the fuccefsful infurgents; 
ten thoufand were ilain in battle, and Ifaac 
Angelus, the new emperor, might indulge his 
-vanity or vengeance in the treatment of four 
thoufand captives. Such was the event of the laft 
conteft between the Greeks and Normans : before 
*rfee expiration of twenty years, the rival nations 
were loft, or degraded in foreign fervitude : and 
the fucteflbrs of Conftantine did not long furvive 
ttfinfult the fall of the Sicilian monarchy. 
William I. The fceptre of Roger fuccefEvely devolved to 
kin ^of * ^^^ ^^ ^"^ grandf«n : they might be confounded 
Sicily, under the name of William; they are ftrongly 
Fe;).*a6-^' difcrfminated by the epithets of the iad and the 
^'u^^j^' good: but thefe epithets, which appear to defcribe 
the perfeftion of vice and virtue, cannot ftridly 
be applied to cither of the Norman princes. 
\Vhen he was roufed to arms by danger and 
Ihame, the firft William did not degenerate from 

' that Homer^s great commcnutor, Euilathius archbimcp of ThtiT^onicx^ 
* relufed to desert I)is flock* 

: - * ; the 
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OF THE ROMAN* EMPIRE." 3^5 

the valour of his race ; but his temper was c h a f. ^ 
ilothful; his manners were diflfolute ; his paffions ^^^^.^-y^, 
headftrong and mifchievous ; and the motiarch Is 
refponfible, not only for his perfonal vice?, but 
for thbfe .of Majo, the great admiral, who abufed. 
the confidence, and confpircd againft the life, \ • ..' 
of his benefaftor. From the Arabian conqueft, 
Sicily had imbibed a deep tindure of Oriental. -^ ^ 
manners ; the defpotifm, the pomp, and even the 
baram, of a fultan; and a Chriftian people was* 
oppreffed and infulted by the afcendant of the 
eunuchs, who openly profefled, or fccretly che-?- 
Tiftied, the religion of Mahomet, An eloquent"* 
hiftorian of the times*** has delineated the mit ^ 
fortunes of his country**': the ambition and fall" 
df'the ungrateful Maijo; the revolt and punifli-' 
ment of his afTaffins ; the; imprifonment and de- 
liverance of the king hitnfelf; the private feuds f 
' . ' 

it6 'TheHilbrU Siculii of H«go.FAlvandui, wiikh prop€r)/>exeen«ls.fro|^ 

1154 to 1169, is inCcrtcd in the vii*'^ voiMmtr of Muratori's Collection 

(torn. vii. p. 259— 344.) > and preceded by an eloquent prefaco or epiftle 

(p.i5ji^Z5B.)> de Calamitadbttd Sicilipe. Fatcandii« h^ Iseeti ^l^ni- th<[ 

Ta6»l|if of S)i«jily-i. anrf, after a iuft,. but laiQier^fe, abatcmcpt, from |he i»^^ 

to the xii**» certvry, from a fenator to a monk, 1 would not ftn|f him ot 

lift title • hi« narrfitive is rapid and perf|iicuoiis, bis flyfe bold af»d efegintj 

Jii^'ObiVrv^dori^e^p: hq had lludi«d mliUundy and feela like aimh, fr 

c») o»\ly. regret ilv© narrow^nd barren field on which bis labours ^avq beer\ ^ ^ 

caft. ' ' ' ' ■ , ' " • • * 

f.W7 *nieJaboMOU8 BrnVii^irf^s (I* Art de tteriftcr Ic^'IMles^'fL 896^) 
are of opinion, that the true name of Falcandus, is Fulcandus, or Foucault. • • 
AcQOf<Mn^ to them, Hujucs Foucault, a Frenchman by birth, and at length 
abbot of St. Denys, had followed into Sicily his patron Stephen de Ja ?crche,^ 
uncle to tlie mother of William li- arghbiihop of Palermo, and gVcai clian- 
ccllorof the kingdom. . Yet Falcandus has all the feelings of a Sicilian; and 
t(ie tj^c erf Jlummi (which he beftows on himfelf j^^ apj^cars to indicate, that 
he was born, or at ltal\ educated, in the ifland. , . . . , 

Y3 that 
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THE DECLINE AND FALI, 

that arofe froin the public confufion; atad the 
various forms of calamity and difcord which a& 
fliEted Palermo, the ifland^ and the coiitinent, 
durmg the reign of William the firft, and- the 
minority of his fan. The youth, innocence, and 
beiuty of William the fecond **% endeared him 
to the nation ; the fiaftions were reconciled ; the 
laws were revived ; and from the manhood to the 
premature death of that amiable prince, Sicily 
eajoyed a Aort feafon of peace, juftice, and bap- 
pinefs, whofe value was enhanced by the re- 
membrance of the .paft and the dread of futurity. 
The legitimate male pofterity of Tancred of 
HauteviUe, was excind in the perfon of the fecoi^d 
William; but his aunt, the daughter of Roger^i 
bad: married the moft powerful prince of the age ; 
and Heory the fixth, the Jon of Frederic Barba- 
rofl^^ d^fcended frpni> th^ Alps, . to claim the 
Imperial crown and the inheritance of his wife* 
Agamft the unanimous wHb of a free people, this 
inheriiance could only be accjuired by arms ; and 
lam pleafed to tranfcribe the flyle and fenfeof 
the hiftorjan Falcandas, who writes at the mo? 
psent and on th^ fpot, with the feelings of a 
patriot and the prophetic eye of a ftatefman. 
f^ Conftantia, the daughter of Sicily, nurfed 
•* frpra, h^ cradle in *he plfafures and plenty't 

1*8 Falcan^. p. 303. Richard cTc " sJi Germano begins his hiftory from 
the death an^ praifcs of William 11. After fome unmeaning epithets, be 
^bus continues: legis et juftitlas cultus teiiipore fuo vigebat in regno j ful 
erat quilibct forte contentusj (were they mortals?) obique pax, iibiqoe 
ffcuritasy nee latronum metuebat viator inlidias, nee maris nauta oil^n()icttla 
pipUruna (Script. Rerqm Ital. torn. vii. p. 969.)* 

«* and . 
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** tad educated in the arts and manners, of fhb chap, 

LVi 

•* fortunate ifle^ departed long fincc to enrich * 

^* the Barbarians with our treafures, and now 

*^ returns with her ijiyage aUies, to containinate 

** the beauties of h^r venerable parent. .Already 

•* I behold the fwarm« of angry Barbarians: ©up 

*^ opulent cities, the places flourifiiing in a long 

^^ peace, are fliaken with fear, defohit^ by 

*^ flaugbter, confumed by rapine, and polluted 

** by mtemperance and luft. I fee the maflacre 

*^ or captivity of our citizens, the rape& of our 

•* virgins and matrons "*^ In this extremity (he 

** interrogates a friend) how muft the Sicilians 

^' ad? By the unanmious eleftion of a king 

*' of valour and experience, StcHy and Calabria 

^* might yet be preferved '^^ ; for in the levity 

^* of the Apulians, ever eager for new revolutions, 

** I can repofe neither confidence nor hope"*. 

^^ Should Calabria be. loft, the lofty towers^ the 

^* numerous youth, and the naval ftrengtb, of 

1*9 Conftait^ia^ priiDis • cpnabuliy in dtttciarum tuamm affluenriA 
diutlus tducata^ tuifque inditutis, do^rinis et moribm informata, taa« 
dem opibus tuis Harbaros dclatura dirce^it: ct nunc cum ingentibus copiis 
revcrcitur, ut pulcherrima .nucricifl ornannenta barbaricS fceditate conta* 

li>inet, Inrueri mihi jam Yidepr turbulentas barharorum acies . » . • 

civitatet opuienras pt loca diuturn^ pace florentia, metO concuter^, 
p^e vaftare,. rapinis attefere, et fopdare luxuril: hinc elves aut gladiis 
interccptiy ittt fervituM deprcHii yirgines conflupratv, iqatronas^ 

x|o Certc fi rcgem non dubiqp virtutts elegerint, nee a Saracenis Chpiff ' 
|iani dliTentianr^ poteric rex creacus rebus licet quafi defptratis et perditU 
fubvenire, et incurfus Jioflium, fi prudenter tgefit, propulfare, 

131 In Apuliii, qui, iemper novitate gaudentes, nov^rum reirum ftodiii 
H^nmr> nihil j^bitr,or fpei aut fiduciae reponenduni. 

Y + » Meffina, 
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328 tHE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP. « Mcffina'^*, might guard the paffagc againft a 
^' foreign invader. If the favage Germans co- 
*^ alefce with the pirates of Melfina ; if they de* 
** ftroy with fire the fruitful region, fo- often 
« wafted by the fires of mount iEtna*", what 
•* refource will be left for the interior parts of 
*' the ifland, thefe noble cities which (hould never 
<* be violated by the hoftile footfteps of a Barba- 
^^ rian "^ i Catana has again been overwhelmed 
^' by an earthquake : the ancient virtue of Syra- 
^^ cufe expires in poverty and folitude '^' ; but 
*^ Palermo is ftill crowned with a diadem, and 
*^ her triple walls inclofe the adive multitudes of 
^^ Chriftians and Saracens. If the two nations, 
*• under one king, can unite for their common 
•* fafety, they may ru(h on the Barbarians with 
^* invincible arms. But if the Saracens, fatigued 
^^ by a repetition of injuries, fhould now retire 
** and rebel ; if they (hould occupy the caftles of 
*^ the mountains and fea-coaft, the unfortunate 
*^ Chriftians, expofed to a double kttack, and 
^^ placed as it w^re between the hammer and the 
" anvil, muft refign themfelves to hopelefs and 

>3* St dviuoi tuoruin virtutem et audaciatn attendasj^ • • • • murorqm 
ctiam atnbiium denfu turribus circumfeptum. 

>33 Cum crudehute piratic! Theutonum confiigac atrocUasj et i|i;er a^n- 
buftos Idpidet, et /Etbnc fiagrai^tis inccndia» &c. 

i}4 Earn partem^ quain nobiliiTimarum civitatum fulgor illuflrat, qus et 
toti regno fingulari meruit piivilegio praeminere, nefarium ciTct . . • . vd 
barbarorum ingreffQ poUui. J wilh to tranfcribc his florid, but curiousi 
defcription of the palace, city, and luxuriant plain of Palermo. 

!J5 Vires non fuppetunt^ et conatMS tups tam inopia civium^ qV»» 
pa^cl^s b^lla^orvm e|idunt« 

** ipcvitable 
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*^ inevitable fervitude ''*." We muft not forget, c h a p. 

that a prieft here prefers his country to his reli- \^->>,x^>,* 
gion; and that 4he Mofleras, whofe alliance he 
feeks, were ftill numerous and powerful in the 
ftate of Sicily, 

The hopes, or at lead the wifhes, of Falcandus, ConquciUf 

were at firft gratified by the free and unanimous Homof 

eleftion of Tancred, the grandfon of the firft king, fhccmperor 

whoCe birth was illegitimate, but whofe civil and ^^"/y ^'** 

. , • A.D. 1194. 

military virtues flione without a blemifh. During. 

four years, the term of his life and reign, he flood 

in arms on the fartheft verge of the Apulian 

frontier, againft the powers of Germany ; and 

the reftitution of a royal captive, of Conftantia 

herfelf, without injury or ranfom, may appear to 

furpafs the moft liberal meafure of policy or rea- 

fon. After his deceafe, the kingdom of his widow 

and infant fon fell without a ftruggle ; and Henry \ 

purfued his viftorious march ifrom Capua to Pa^ 

lermo^ The political balance of Italy was de-* 

flroyed by his fuccefs ; and if the pope and the 

free cities had confulted their obvious and real 

interefl;, they would have combined the powers of 

136 Atvero, quia difficile efl Chriftianos in tanto rerum turbine^ fubUtd 
regis timore Saracenos non opprimere^ fi Saraceni injuriis fatigati- ab eis^ 
coeperint diiBdere> tt caftclla forte maritima vel monunas munltiones occu- 
paverint ; ut bine cum Theutonicis fummi virtute pugnandum illinc Sara* 
^cnis crebris infulcihus Qccurrendumy (juid putas'aAuri funt Sicuii iitter 
has deprcfli anguftias, et velut inter malleum et in udem multo cum dif* 
crimine conftityti ? boc utique agent quod poterunt, ut fe Bartii^ris miferabili 
condjtione dedentes, in corum fe conferant pote(late«i. O utinam pl&bis 
et procerum> Chriilianorum et Saracenerum vota conveniant^ ut regem 
iibi concorditer eligentes, barbaros totis viribus, toto conanime, totifquc de • 
fideriis proturbare contehdant. The Noinuins and Sicilians appear to be 
il»Dfoimd^dt 

II earth 



Digitized by 



Google 



J3P 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 



CHAP, earth and heaven to prevent the dangerous umon 
^^ ■ * of the German empire with the kingdom of Sicily. 
But the fubtle policy, for whichy the Vatican has 
fo often been praifi^ or arraigned, was on this 
occafion blind and inadive ; and if it were true 
that Celeltine the third had kicked away the Im- 
perial crown from the head of the proftrate 
Henry "% fuch an aft of impotent pride couU 
ferve only to cancel an obligation and provoke an 
enemy. The Genoefe, who enjoyed a beneficial 
trade and eftablifhment in Sicily, liftened to the 
promife of his boundl^fs gratitude and fpeedy 
departure '^* : their fleet commanded the ftreights 
of Medina, and opened the harbour of Palermo ; 
and the firft aft of his government was to abolift 
the privileges, and to feize the property, of thefe 
imprudent allies. The laft hope of Falcandus was 
defeated by the difcord of the Chriilians and 
Mahometans : they fought in the capital ; feveral 
ihoufand of the latter were flain; but their fur- 
viving brethren fortified the mounitains, and dit 
turbed abo^e thirty years the peace of the ifland. 
By the policy of Frederic the fecond, fixty thou- 
sand Saracens were tranfplanted to Nocera in 
Apulia. In their wars againft the Roman church, 
the emperor and his fon Mainfroy were ftrength- 

»n The tcftimpny of an Englifliman, of Roger de Hovcdcn (p. 6t^)t 
vill Ushtly weigh a^ainfl the filence of German and Italian' hiHorf 
(Muraton, -\nnali d'ltalia, torn. x. p. 156.). Thp priefti and pilgrims^ 
who returned Irom Rome, exi^ited, by every talej the omnipo(ence of tl^ 
holy f.t.itr. ' 

ij8 £2^0 enim in co cum Teutonl^is manere pon debeo (Capirii Annal. 
Ccnuenfes, in Muratori, Script. Kerum italicarum» ton^ vl. p« i^U 

ened 
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etted 'and dBgiratcd by the fervice of the cilemlcs ^ lA^* 
of Chrift ; and this national colony maintained 
their religbn and manners in the heart of Ifaly, 
till they were extirpated, at the end of the thir- 
teenth century, by the 2;eal and revenge of the 
houfe of Anjou '^^ All the calamities which the 
prophetic orator had deplored, were furpafled by 
the cruelty and avarice of the German conqueror. 
He violated the royal fepulchres, and explore4 
the fecret treafures of the palace, Palermo, and 
the whole kingdom i the pearls and jewels, how- 
ever precious, might be eafily removed ; but one 
hundred and fii^ty horfes were laden with the 
gold 9nd filver of Sicily '*'. The young king, 
his mother and fifters, and the nobles of both 
fexes, were feparately confined in the fortreffes of 
the Alps ; and, on the • flightefl: rumour of 
rebellion, the captives were deprived of life, of 
their eyes, or of the hope of pofterity. Conftantia 
herfelf was touched with fympathy for the mi* 
feries of her country ; and the heirefs of the 

»J9 For the Saracens of Sicily and Nocera, fee the Annals of Muratori 
(tom. X. p. 149. and A. D. lazj. 1247), Giannone (com. ii. p. 1%$-)^ 
and of the originalsy in Muratori*s Collection, Richard de St. Germano 
(tom. vii. p. 996.)» Mattco Spinelli de Giovenazzo (tom. vii. p. 1064.), 
Nicholas de Jamfiila (tom. x. p. 494.)* and Maiteo Villani (tom. xiv, 
1. vii. p. 103. )• The laft of thefe infmuatcs, that in reducing the Sara- 
pecs of Npccra, Charles II. of A njou employed rather .artifice than vio- 
lence* 

HO Muratorl quotes a paflag^e from Arnold of Labec (1. iv. c. so.)r 
Reperit thsfaurot abfconditos, et omnem lapidum pretioforum et gemma« 
rum gloriam, ita ut oneratis 1 60 fomsriis^ gioriofe ad terram fuam redierit. 
Roger de Hoveden, who mentions the violation of the royal tomb and 
corpfes, computes th« fpoil of Salerno at 200^000 ounces of gold (p. 746.). 
pn thefe occafions, t am almoft tempted to exclaim witli the liftenipg maid 
|o La Fontaine, ** Je voudix)is bien avpir ce qui n)juiq|iie.*' 

Norman 
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CHAP. Norman b*nc might ftruggle to check her deipotic 
■ -^^^ huiband, and to fave the patrimony of her new- 
born fon, of an emperor fo famous an the next 
V^^^' age under the name of Frederic the fecond. Ten 
the Nor- years after this revolution, the French monarchs 
A*D?ixQ4. annexed to their crown the duchy of Normandy : 
the fceptre of her ancient dukes had been tranf^ 
mitted, by a grand-daughter of William the Con- 
queror, to the houfe of Flantagenet; and the 
adventurous Normans, who had raifed fo many 
trophies in France, England, and Ireland, in 
Apulia, Sicily, and the Eaft, were loft, either 
in viftory or fervitude, among the vanquiflied 
nations. 
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C H A P.. LVII. 

The Turks of the Houfe of Seljuk.— Their Revolt 
againjl Mahmud Conqueror of Hindojlan. — Togrul 
fahdues Perfta^ and prote^s the Caliphs. -^Defeat 
and Captivity of the Emperor Romanus Diogenes 
by Alp Arjlen. — Power and Magnificence ofMalek 
Shah. — Conqueji of Afta Minor and Syria. — State 
and Opprejfion of Jerufalein, — Pilgriinages to the 
holy Sepulchre. 

TpROM the ifle of Sicily, the reader muft chap. 
^ tranfport himfelf beyond the Cafpian Sea, .Jll^ii^ 
to the original feat of the Turks or Turkmans, thk 
againft whom the firft crufade was principally "*'^^' 
direded. Their Scythian empire of the fixth 
century was long fince diffolved ; but the name 
was ftill famous among the Greeks and Orientals ; 
and the fragments of the nation, each a powerful 
and independent people, were fcattered over the 
defert from China to the Oxus and the Danube : 
the . colony of Hungarians was admitted into the 
•republic of Europe, and the thrones of Afia were 
occupied by flaves and foldiers of Turkifli ex- 
tradion. While Apulia and Sicily were fubdued 
by the Norman lance, a fwarm of thefe northern 
(hepherds o.verfpread the kingdoms of Perfia : 
their princes of the race of Seljuk erefted a 
fplendid and folid empire from Samarcand to the 
confines of Greece and Egypt ; and the Turks 
have maintained their dominion in Afia Minor, 
' : ' ; till 
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CHAP, till the viAorious crefcent has beext planted on the 
i_,-,-^,_- dome of Su Sophia« 

Mahmod, One of the greateft of the l^urkilh ptinces was 
©evWc, Mahmood or Matimiid % the Gaznevide, t^ho 
-^lozl?^ reigiied ia the eaftern provinces of j^erfia^ one 
thoufand years 4aifter.the birth of Chrift- His 
father Sebedagi \iras the ilave of the flave of the 
flave pf the commander of the faithful. But in 
this defcent of fervitude, the 6rfl degree was 
merely titular, fmce it was filled by the fovereign 
of Tranfoxiana and Chora&n, who ftiU. paid a 
nominal allegiance to the caliph of Bagdad. The 
fecond lank was that of a minider of flate, a 
lieutenant of the Samanides*% who broke^ by his 
revolt, the bonds of political flavery. But the 
third ftep was a (late of real and domeftic fervii^ 
tude in the family of that rebel ; from which Se* 
be£tagi, by his courage and dexterity, afcended 
to the fupreme command of the city and province 
of Gazna% as the fon-in4aw and.fucceflor of his 



< I «m indebted for his char&Aer and hiilory to d'Herbelot (Bibliotheqoe 

-Oricntale, Mahtruds p. 533 — 537»)» M» ^Ic Giugnes (Hilloire det Huns^ 
torn. iil. p. 15s — 173. )» ^^^ 0"** countryman Colonel Alexander Dow 
(vol. i. p. 23— Sj). In^he two Arfl volames of Ms HiOory of Hindoflan, 
lie ftylcs hintfelf the tranHator of the Perfiao FerUhta } but in hit florid texCi 
it 1*8 not eafy to diftingutfii the verfion and the original. 

* The dynafty of the Samanides continued 125 y^^^^y A* n. S74-* 
9999 unc'er ten princes. Src their focceflion and niin, in- the Tables of 
M. de Guignes (Htfl. des Hunt> torn. i. p. 404--*4b(.). They were 
followed by the Gaznevides, A. D. 999— 11S3. (fee tonui. p. 239, 
S40.). His divifion of nations often diflurbs the feries of time and 
place. 

S Gaznah hortos non habet; tft emporium et domkilium mercatum 
Indicae. Abulfeds Geograpli. Reiike, tab.'xxiii. p. 349. d*HerbeIoc, 
p. 364* It hai not been vlfited by any modem traTcUer. 
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gratcfol maften The felling dynafty of the Sa- c h a I*, 
manides was at firft protedted, and at laft oreu t.-^^»w 
thrown, by their fervants ; and, in the pubHc 
diforders, the fortune of Mahmud continually 
increafed. For him, the title of yJ^//^«* was firft 
invented ; and his. kingdom was enlarged from 
Tranfoxiana to the neighbourhood of Ifpahan, 
from the fliores of the Cafpian to the mouth of 
the Indus. But the principal fource of his .fame 
and riches was the holy war which he waged 
againft the Gentoos of Hindoftan. In this foreim "»* ^^**^*» 

° , _ . ,0 expedition* 

narrative I may not coniume a page; and a vo* mtoHin. 
lume would fcarcely fufEce to recapitulate the bat- *'^^"' 
tics and fieges of his twelve expeditions. Never v 

was the Mufulman hero difmayed by^ the incle- 
mency of the feafons, the height of the mountains, 
the breadth* of the rivers, the barrennefs of the 
defert, the multitudes of the enemy, or the formi- 
dable array, of their elephants of war '. The ful- 
tan of Gazna furpaffed the limits of the conquefts 

of 



4 By ibcambaflador of the caliph of Bagdad, who employed an Arabian , 
•r Chaldaic word that fignifies iorJ and mafter (d*Herbelot, p. 825.). It ig 
interpreted AuroK^w^f BounXtvi Bow*Xfftw, by the. Byzantine writert 
of the xi*** century j and the name (XaXraw?, Soldanus) is familiarly em- 
ployed in the Greek and Latin languages, dfter it had paffed from the 
Caznevides to the Scljukideg, and other emirs of Afia and Egypt. Dti« 
cange (DiiTcrtation xvi. fur JoinviUe, p. 238—140. GIo/T. Grarc. et 

' Latin.) laboors to find die tkle of Ailtan in the ancient kingdom of 
Perfia ; but, hi« proofs are mere ihadowt ; a proper name in the Themes 
of Conilantine (ii. ii.)9.an anticipatioft of Zonaras, 8cc. and a medal of 
Kai Khoft-otiy not (at he l^elfeves) the Saflanide of ffie vi^^, but the SeU' 
jukidc of Icontum of the xili^^ century (de Guignes, HilL dec Huns^ 
torn. i. p. h6*)* 

5 Ferifhta (apud Dow, Hift. of Htndoftanj vol. 1. p^ 49. ) mentions tb« 
report of a gmi In th< ladiiM^ army. But as 1 am flow in believing this pre* 

-v txi^tue 
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c HAP. of Alexander.: after a march of. three montlm 
ovet the hills of Cafhmir and Thibet, he jeached 
the famous city of Kinnoge *, on the.. Upper 
Ganges : and, in a naval combat on one of the 
branches of the Indus, he fought and vanqui^ied 
four thoufand boats of the natives. Dehli, Ljthor^ 
and Multan, were compelled to open their gates ; 
the fertile kingdom of Guzarat attracted hi^.am- 
jbiticn and tempted his ftay j and his avariqe 
indulged the fruitlefs projeft of difcoyering the 
golden and aromatic ifles of the Southern Ocean* 
On the payment of a tribute, the rajahs preferved 
their dominions ; the people, their lives and for- 
tunes ; but to the religion of Hindoftan, the 
zealous Mufulman was cruel and inexorable : 
many hundred temples, or pagodas, were levelled 
with ,the ground ; many thoufand idols were de- 
moHflied ; and the fervants of the prophet were 
ftimulated and rewarded by the precious materials 
of which they were compofed. The pagoda of 
Sumnat was fituate on the promontory of Guzarat, 
in the neighbourhood of Diu, one of the lad 
remaining pofleffions of the Portuguefe\ It was 
endowed with the revenue of two thoufand vil- 



tnature (A. D. 1008.) ufe of artillery , I mufl defire to fcrutinife firft th»^ 
text, and then the authority of Fcriflita, who lived in the Mogul court in 
the laft century. 

6 Kinnouge, or Canouge (tlte old Paiimbothra), is marked in latitude 27^ 
3% longitude 800 13'* See d^Anville (Antiquit6 de Tlnde, p 6o«>6z.}» 
corrected by the local knowledge of Major Rcnnel (In bis excellent Memoir 
oil his map of Hindooftan, p. 37—43.) ; 300 jewellers,. 30^000 Ihops for 
tfje areca nut, 6c,ooo bands of muficians, Ac. ( Abclfed. Geograph. tab. xv. 
p, 174. Pow, vol.i. p 16 ), 'Will allow an ample dcdu^Kon. 

7 The idolater* of Europe, fays Feri(hta (Pow» vol* i. p. 66.}. . Coafult 
Abttlfeda (p. 272.)^ and Renners map of Hindooitan. 

lagesV 
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lages ; two thoufand Brahmins were confecrated c'h a p, 
tb the fervice of the Deity, whom they waflied 
eacli morning and evening in water from the. 
diftant Ganges : the fubordinate minifters con- 
fided of three hundred muficlans, three hundred 
barbers, and five hundred dancing girls, con-' 
fpicuous fpr their birth or beauty. Three fideg 
of the temple were * pfotedlefd by the ocean, 
th^ narrow ifthnius was fortified" by a tiatural or 
artificial precipice; and the city and adjacent 
country were peopled by a nation of fanatics^ 
They confefled the fins and the punifhment of 
Kihrtoge and IXehli; but if the impious -ftranger 
fliould prefiime to approach their holy |)recitia:s, 
he would furely be overwhelmed by a blafl; of 
the divine vengeance. By this challenge, th^ 
faith of Mahmud was animated to a perfonal trial 
of the firehgth of this Indian deity. Fifty thou- 
fand of hi3 worfhippers were pierced by the fpear 
of thel\?oflems: the walls werefcaled; the fanc- 
tuary was profaned ; and the conqueror aimed 
a blow of his iron mace at the head of the idol. 
The trembling Brahmins are faid to have offered 
ten millions (lerling for his ranfom; and it was 
urged by the wifeft counfellors, that the deftruc-p 
tion of a ftone image would not change the hearts 
of the Gentoos j and that fuch a fum might be 
d'edicated to the reKef of the true believers. 
** Your reafons," replied the Sultan, *' are Ipe- 
•• cious and ftrong; but never m the eyes of 
*^ pofterity fhall Mahmud appear as a merchant 
•^ of idols." He repeated hts blows, and a trea- 
fare of pearls and rubies, concealed in the- 
V0X-.X Z belly 
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Q H^A P. beliy of the (latue, explained in forae degree 
the devout prodigality of the Brahmins* The 
fragments of the idol were diftributed to Gazna, 
Mecca, and Medina. Bagdad liftened to the 
edifying tale ; and Mahmud was faluted by the 
caliph with the title of guardian of the fortune and 
faith of Mahometi 

Mischa- From the paths of blood, .and fuch is the hit 

tory 01 nations, I cinnot retufe to turn afide to 
gather fome flowers of fcience cm* virtue. The 
name of Mahmud the Gaznevide is ftill venerable 
in the Eaft : his fubjefls enjoyed the bleffings of 
profperity and peace j his vices were concealed by 
the veil of religion; and two familiar examples 
will teflify his juftice and magnanimity. L Ashe 
fat in the Divan, an unhappy fubjeft bowed, be- 
fore the throne to accufe the infolehce of iat Tufkifli 
foldier who- had driven him from his houfe and 
bed. " Sufpend your clamours,*^ faid Mahmud, 
*' inform me of his next vifit, and ourfelf in per- 
*^ fon will jwdge and punifh the offender/* The 
fultan .followed his guide, inverted the houfe with 
his . guards, find extinguilhing the torches,; pro- 
nounced the de?ith of the criminal, who'had^ been 
feized in the a6l of rapine and adultery. After the 
execution ofhis fehtence, the lights were rekindled, 
Mahmud fell proftrate in prayer, and rifing from 
the ground, demanded fome honiely fare, which 
he devoured with the voradoufnefs of hunger. 
The poor man^ whofe injury he had avenged, 
was unable to fupprefs his aftoriiflimenr and cu- 
rjofity J and the courteous monarch condefc^fncj^d 
to explain the motives of this i fmgular behaviour* 
I ' « I had 
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*^ I had rcafon to (uSpeGt that none except one of c h a p." 

•^ thy fons conW. dare to perpetrate fuch an out- ^^^'- ' 

*• rageji and 1' extinguiOied the lights, that my. 

** juflice .might be Wind aftd mexorable. My 

** prayer wa's a thankfgiving on the difcovery of 

*• the offender; and fo painiiil was my anxiety,^' 

*^ that I had.pafled three days without food fince' 

** the firfl: moment of yo^r complaint**?' 'U* The^ 

fuhan of 'Qazna had declared war^againfl: tfaer 

dyniafty of the .Bowid^s, ithe fovereigns of the' 

i^eiiern Perfia v he was Maimed by an epiflle of 

the r^ltana niotKet, and delayed his invafion^tiii 

the manhobd.of her fon*. " During the life of 

** my hufhand,?' faid the artful regent, "I was' 

*> ever apprehend ve of your ambirioa: he- was a 

*' prince jatnd a foldier worthy of your arms. He 

*^ is^ now no more; his^ fceptre has pa0ed to a 

*^ woman and a child, and you dare not attack 

** their infancy and weaknefs*: How inglorioa* 

" wpnid he your conqued, how ihameful your 

^^ dtfeat I and yet ihe event of war is in the h^uid 

*^ of the Alnjighty/V Avarice was the only, de* 

fc€t that tarniihed the illudrious charader of 

M9bqi,uf^;.and never has that pafTion be^ ^ , more 

richly fatiated. The- Orientals exceed the mea- 

fure of credibility in the account of millions of 

gold ^nd {liver, fuch. as the . avidity of man 

has never accumulated; in the magnitude of 

pearls, diamonds, and rubies, fuch as have 

never been produced by the wojrkmaufhip of na- 

S D*Herbelot, BIbliotheque Oricntalr^ |>. 517. - Yet thefe- letters, apo* 
thegmSf *c. 4r&rar^ the ^fangtiafe of the bcarti or tim motivct <rf putslis 
a^iOAt 

Z ir lure* 
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T|HJS DECLINE AND- FALL 

twe^; Yet the foil cf Hifadoftaii& anpre^atcd with' 
pubcfoas minerals; her trade;^in'e\ile^ age, has at* 
traded the gold and filver of the worlfl ; and her vir- 
gin fpoils were riflbdf by thefifft of the Mahometan 
conqaerons.^ His iyehanour, in the laft days of 
h»'Ufe» -eviiices ^e vanity of thefe )^ofieffions» fo 
I$borto:ufly lion, fo dangecodfly held,iitnd fo in- 
eyitibly lofl'^ He forveyed the vafl: .«nd various 
diamWs of the treafury of Gazn8>pbQrft into 
tears '; and again clofed . the doors, v^ilhoat be- 
ftovring any portion of the wealth "trhiirh he could 
xlo longer hope to preferve. The ibll<swing.day^ 
he revSewed the Hate of his militaeyf force ;/ one 
htrndned thoufand foot, fifty ^five ' thouiand borfe, 
and thirteen hundred elephants of Insitle '^ He 
again \)vept the inftabiitity of human greaiCBefs; 
amdhii grief was embittered by the hoftile pro- 
gi^fs of the Turkmans, whom he hid introduced 
into thb heart of his Perfian kibgdom^ 
I In the modfcrn ddpo^iuktion of Afia^ <h« mguiar 
dperatioD of governxaent and agriculture is con* 
fined to the neighbourhood cffcrciesf and thedif- 



^ For instance, a ruby of ftor huiiVred and fifty 'miflcali (ifew, voL i. 

P'S^V^rfixpopnib tloide oadi^iichc4arg»t_in tlie'ttfeafury o( DehlS 

^Pteighcd Seventeen xniikals (Vpyagcs dcTaverni^iv particii. p.»8o.;. it 

18 true, that in the ^aft all coloured' ftoncs are ral!t;(i rubies (p. 3SS*)» *A<^ 

thacT^erttl^ faW three lir^t and more precioiil amp^g the jewels de 

nbu« gcaAd rtfi, Icflus puifbnt ft plusnaa^nfifiqiie^ de (oua le» JgLoit de ia 

tcrre (p. 376.). ' . . 

' - : , • • . t . . 

10 Do.vir, vol. I. p. 65. The fovcceign of Kinoge J$ faid to have pofl*efled 

a5«> elephant* (Abirffed. Cfe6graph«tibi^xv. p. »74.)4 From thefe Indian 

ivories, the reader may correct a note in my firft volume (p. 337, 338. J : 

«r from ^itt^iote he auy corr-ca fhr^^iUirks. 



I* , 



tant 
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tant cotinify fs abancfoned "to the paftpral tribes of chap! 
Arabii, ' Curds, ^ndi Turkmans '\ Of the laff- ^!tj 
-mentioned people, two coiifiderable branches ex- ^^ '^"•*^- 
* tend V on dther fide of the Cafpian; Sea : thie a. 0*980, 
S^eftern colony' can muftel* forty thonfand foldiers; "■**^**' 
tlie eaftern, lefs obvious to the traveller, biit more 
ftrbng and populous, has inicreafpd to the number 
of one hundred thoufand* families. In the midfl: 
of civilized nations, they preferve the manners bf 
the Scythian defert, remove their enc^impnients 
with the change of fea.fons, and feed their tattle 
among the ruins of pMaces and temples. Their 
flocks and herds are their only, riches ; their tents, 
either black or white, according to the colour 
of the banner, are covered with felt, and of a 
circular form j their wintet app^el is a flieep- 
(kin ; a robe of clpth o;- cotton their fummer gar- 
ment; the features of the mdn are harlh and 
ferocious ; , the couritenaace of their women is foft 
and pleafiiigt Their wandering life maintain^ the 
fpirit and exercifc of arms ; they fight on horfe- 
back; and their courage is difplayed in frequent 
contefts with each other and with their neigh- 
bours. For the licence of pafture they pay a 
flight tribute to the fovereign of the land ; but the 
domeftic jurifdidtion is in the hands of the chiefs 
and elders. The firft emigration of the eaftern 
Turkmans, the moft ancient of their race, may 
be afcribed to the tenth century of the Chriftian 

n See a juftand njicural pi^ure of thefv pallorsd manners, In the hift«ry 
«>£ ^Uiam archbifliop of Tyre (1. i. c, rii. m ^c Geila Dei per Fnmeofiy 
p. 633, 634.), and a valuable note by the editor of the Hifloire GeneaJb- 
p^9c des Tatars, p. S35'-53?« 

Z 3 aera* 
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CHAP. »ta'V^ In the decline of the oliphs^^^fifv} Ae 
weakncfs of their lieutcnaxxts, the baxrier of Jthe 
Jaxartes was often violaffd^ m ^^h ^iayi^^n^ 
after the victory or retreat oi, their cou^try.^iem 
fome wandeHng . tr3>e, embracing the ^Mahc^etan 
fdithy obtained a free ejpicainpment in the. ^Oicipiis 
plains and pleafant climate of Tranfoi4an» wd 
Carizme. The Turkiifh flaves who afpired tq th? 
throne encouraged thefe emigxatio^^, v^^hich re- 
cruited their armies^ awed their fubjeds and ri- 
vals, and proteded the frontier agaiuft the w;ilder 
natives of Turkeftan;^ and this policy was ab^fed 
by Mahmud the Gaznevide beyond the ex^tmple 
of former times* He was admonilQied of his error 
by a chief of the race of Seljuk, who dwelt in the 
territory of Bochara# The fultan had enquii;ed 
what fupply of men he could furnifh for military 
{ervlgct *^ Jf you fend/' replied Ifmael, ** one 
*^ of thcfe itrrows into our camp^ fifty thoufand 
«< of your fervants will mount on horfeback." 
^^ And if that number/' continued Mahmud, 
** Ihould not be fufficient ?" ^* Send this fecond 
** arrow to the hord of Balik, and you will find 
« fifty thoufand more/* *' Put/' faid the Gaz- 
nevide, diffembling his anxiety, " if I . Ihould 
•* fland in need of the whole force df yftur kin- 
•* dred tribes?'! " Difpatch my bow/V wjis '^e 

i« The firil emigrationt of the Tttrkmans, and daubtful orlgii^ of the 
SeljukianSf may be tnkced in the laborious hiftory of the Hvttks, by-M. tie 
Cuisnes (torn. i« Tables ChronologiqQet, I. ▼. torn, itu 1. Yii. ix> x.)« 
and the BiUiotheque Orienule of d'Herbelot (p. 799-*Soa. Zgj^-gou), 
Ilmaian (HiA. Sancen* p. 33i-*-333-})«Dd Abuipharagiut (Qypaft. p/sa?, 

laft 



Digitized by 



Google 



LVII 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 343 

h(t rtply dflfinaiel, " and as it is ciroulated c,"„a*** 
*• arotind, the finnttions \)iHH ht obeyed by two 
^hundred thoufSmd horfe.*' The apprchenfioh 
of fach formidable friendlhip induced Mahmud to 
tranfport the tuoft ofalhokious tribes into the faeait 
of Chbrafan, where they woirid be feparated from 
their brcthreil by the river Oxus, and inclofed on 
all fides by the walls of obedient cities. Bat the 
face of the country was an objeft of temptation 
rather than terror ; and the vigour of government 
was relaxed by the abfence and death of the fultari 
of Gazna. The ihepherds were converted into 
robbers; the bands of robbers were colle^ed inte 
an army of conquerors : as far as Ifpahan and the 
Tigris, Perfia was afflifted by their predatofy in- 
roads ; and the Turkmans were not afhanied or 
afraid to nieaftire their courage and numbers with \ 
the proudeft fovereigns of Afia. Maflbud, the 
fon'and fucceffor of Mahmud, had too long ne- 
gl^ed the advice of his wifeft Omfahs. " Your 
** enemies/' they repeatedly urged, " were im 
** their origin a fwarm' of ants; they are now 
^^ little fn^es; and, unlefs they be inftantly 
^* crulhed, they will acquire the venom and magt 
*^ nitude of ferpents.** After Ibme alternatives of 
truce and hoftility, after the repulfe or partial 
fuccefs of his lieutenants, the fultan marched in 
perfon againft the Turkmans, who attacked hien 
on all fides with barbarous (houts and irregular 
onfet. " Maflbud," fays the Perfian hifloriai> *% 

, 13 Dow, Hift. of Hindpftan, vol. I. p. 89* 95—^8. % have cqpj^ this 
paflage as a fpecimen of the Per(ian manner ; but 1 fufped>, that by fomc 
odd iatalityi the ftyie of Feriihta has been improved by that of OHian. 

? 4 " plwnge4 
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THE Dl^CLlN? ANB FAtl* 

«* plunged fmgly to oppofe ,the torri^nt nf (^cam* 
^' ing atm«, exhiUtisg fuch s^^9 pf g^aiuic force 
" and valour as never king bad ;before difplayed. 
^^ A £ew of bis friends, joufed.by his words aad 
^* actions, and that innate honour which infpires 
^^ the brave, feconded their lord fo well^ that 
^' wherefoever he turned his fatal fword, the 
** enemies were mowed down, or retreated bdbre 
*• him. But now, .when vi£lory feemed to blow 
*^ on his ftandard, misfortune was adive behind 
*' it J for when he looked round, be beheld 
^^ almoft his whole army, excepting that body 
** he commanded in perfon, devouring the paths 
" of flight/* The Gaznevide was abandoned by 
.the cowardice or treachery of fome generals of 
Turkilhrace; and this memorabW.day of Zende- 
can '^ founded in Perfia the dynafly of the fhep- 
hcrd kings '^ 

The vidorious Turkmans immediately pro- 
ceeded to the eledlion of a king; and, if the 
probable tale of a Latin hiftorian "* deferves any 
credit, they determined by lot the cj^oice of their 



«4 The Zcndikan of d'Herbtiot <p. loaS.), the Dindaku of Dow 
(vol. i. p. 97>)» '^ probably the Oancaoekan of Abu»f..da (Geograph. 
^. 345. Re'ilkc), a fmalj town of Chorafan, two days journey from MarO, 
nod renowned through the fail for the iKodndioo aiKl i^MtufaauK of 
cotton. 

»5 The Byzantine hiftorian* (Cedrenus, tqm. ii. p. 766, 767. Zonaras, 
torn. ii. p. 255. NiCephorus Bry«:nnlus, p. 21.) have con roi»odc<l, hi this 
revolmion, the truth of time Jind place, of names and perfous, of caufes 
nnd events. The ignorance and errors of thefc Greeks (which I (haUnol 
iWp to unravel) may infpire fome diftroft of the ftory of Cyaxares and 
Cytus, as it is told hy their moft eloquent prcdecclTors. 

i« Willcrm. Tyr. J. i. c. 7. p. 633. Th^ difina^ion by arrow* h ancient 

^4 fjimpus in the £^. 
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xiew maften A namber of arrows Were fucceffively c h a p^ 
infcnbed with the- name of a tribef, a family, and ^^^^^-^ 
a candidate; th^ey were drawn from the bundle 
by the hand of a child; and the important pri^e 
was obtaiiied by Togrul Beg, the fon of Michael,^ 
the fon of Seljuk, whofe furname was immor- 
talifed in the greatnefs of his pofterity. The ful- 
tan Mahmud, who valued himfelf on his {kill in 
national, genealogy, profefled his ignorance of the 
fiamily of Seljuk ; yet the father of that race ap- 
pears to have been a chief of power and renown '^ 
For a daring intrufion into the haram of his 
prince, Seljuk was baniOied from Tiirkeftan : with 
a numerous tribe of his friends and vaflals, he 
paffed the Jaxartes, encamped in the neighbour- 
hood of Saiparcand, embraced the religion of 
Mahomet, and acquired the crown of martyrdom 
in a war againft the infidels* His age, of an hun- 
dred and feven years, furpaflfed' the. life of his fon, 
and Seljuk adopted the care of his two grandfons, 
Togrul and Jaafar; the eldeft of whom, at the 
age of forty-five, was inverted \i^ith the title of 
fultan, in the royal city of Nifliabur. The blind R«gn and 

, ' ' charafter of 

determination of chance was juftified by the vir- Togrui 
tues of the fuccefsful candidate. It would be fu- a! d. 1038 
perfluous to praife the valour of a Turk j and the ""'^^s- 

17 D*Herbelot« p. Soi. Yet after the iortuac of his pofterity, Seljuk 
became the tbii^cyr fourth in liaeai defcent fi;oiti Ih^.gr^at A^aj$ab» emperor 
of Touran (p. 800.). The Tartar pedigree of the houfe of ZJx^ &kvc 4 
different caft to flattery and fable 5 and the hiilovUn Miit^hond derivet the 
Seljttkide$ from Alankavab* the virgin mothju* (p. Soi. cot. a.). If they fa^ 
the iame at the Zalsmtt of Abulghizi Bahader Khap (Hiit GeDeak)gi(]ue» 
p» 14s* )» we quote in their favour the ipod weighty evidence of a Tartar 
pnnce Iu9)^« th^ 4^eiifUnt of Z^ngjg^ AMnkaviih, or A^aocu, and Ognz 
Khao, 

ambitbo 
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CH^AP. ambition of Tognil*' was equd to his valour. 
By his arms, the Gaznevides were expelled from 
the eaft^rn kingdome of Perfia, and gradually 
driven to the banks of the Indus, in fearch of a 
fofter and more wealthy conqueft. In the Weft 
be annihilated the dynafty of the Bowides ; ;>nd 
the fceptre of Irak paiTed from the Perfian to the 
Turkilh nation. The princes who had felt, or 
who feared, the Seljukian arrows, bowed their 
heads in the duft ; by the conquefts of Aderbijan, 
or Media, he approached the Roman confines ; 
and the fhepherd prefumed to difpatch an ambaf- 
fador, or herald, to demand the tribute and obedi- 
ence of the emperor of Conftantinople *^ In his 
own dominions, Togrul was the father of his 
foldiers and people; by a firm and equal admi- 
niftration Perfia was relieved from the evils of 
anarchy ; and the fame hands which had been 
imbrued in blood became the guardians of juftice 
and the public peace. The more ruftic, perhaps 
the wifeft, portion of the Turkmans "^ continued 
to dwell in the teQts of their anceftors} and. 



'• By a flight cornipticn, Togrul Beg is the Tangroli pix of the Greeks. 
His reign and chai^aer are faithfully exhibited by d'Herbclot (Eibliotheqoe 
Oricnule, p. xoa7« 10x8.) fuid de OulfpcM (Hiit, des. Haas, com. iii« 
p. 1S9— aoi.). 

>9 Ccdicnusy torn. ii. p. 774, 775. Zonaras, torn. ii. p. 257* With 
their ufual knowledge of Oriental afiairs, they deferibe the ^mtafM^r as a 
Jberif, who, like the fynceUus of the patriarch, was the vicar and j^ccieflbr 
of the caliph. 

20 From WiUiam of Tjrre, I hirt borrowed thl^ diftiit^ieR of Tti^ks and 
Tuikmanii, which at.leaft ia popular and convenient. The names are tlie 
fiime, and the addition of nuin Is of the fame import in- the Perfic and 
Teutonit idioms. Few critics will adopt the etymok»gy of James de Vifry* 
(HUI. Hierefol^ l.i»'C. xf. p. xo^ir}, of Turcottiantj qciafi TurcictCmMm, 
a mixed people. ' ' • 
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frpm.tH Oxui to the. Euphrates; tlBcfe uriH/ary e h^a^pV 
colonies yejs pioteSed and iiropagated. by thdr 
native .prmcesr. Btot the Turks, of the court and 
city were reftwd by b^finefe and ibfcen^d by plea; 
fure : they knitated the drefs, language, and man* 
ners, of Perfia i and th$ royal palaces of Nifliabur 
and jElei difpls^y^ the order and magnificence 
of a. great moijarchy. The moft deferving of the 
Arabians, and Perfians were promoted to the 
honours of the date j and the whole body o£^the 
Turldih nation embraced with fervour and fincerity 
the religion of Mahomet. The northern fwarms 
of Barbarians, who overfpr^ad both Europe and 
Afia, have been irreconcilably feparated by the 
confequences of a iimilar condud. Among the 
Mollems, as among the ChriftianS) their vague 
and local traditions have yielded to the reafoa 
ajid authority of the prevailing ^ fyftem, to the 
fame of antiquity^ and the ^conieni; of nations^ 
But the triumph of the KoraA is more pure and 
xpentorbus, as it was. not affifted by any vifible 
fplendour pf worfhip which might allure the Pa« 
gans by fome refemblance of idolatry. The firft 
pf the Seljukian fultans was confpicuous by lus 
:;^eal and faith : each day he repeated the five 
prayers which are enjoined to the true believers t 
pi each week, (he two firft days were confecrated 
by an ej^traordinary faft; and in every city a 
il[^ofch was completed, before Togrul prefumed to 
lay the foundations of a palace *\ 

» Hift. Generaie det Hiirs, torn. iii. p. 1659 i66> 1^7. M. de Guipiet 
quotes Abulmahafen^ «n hllfloriaii of £sypt* 

With 
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CHAP. With the belief of the Koran, thfe fon of Seljuk 
^^- , . imbibed a lively reverence for the fucceffor of the 
He deiivert prophet. But that fublime charader was ftill dif- 
•CD«gdad, puled by the caliphs of Bagdad and Egypt, and 
A* 0.1055. gj^^ji ^f the rivals was foHcitous to prove his title 
in the judgment of ibe ftrong, though illiterate. 
Barbarians. Mahmud the Gaznevide had de- 
clared himfelf in favour of the line of Abbas ^ 
and had treated with indignity the robe of honour 
which was prefented by the Fatimite ambaflador. 
Yet the ungrateful Hafhemite had changed with 
the change of fortune ; he applauded the vidlory 
of 21endecan, and named the Seijukian fultan his 
temporal vicegerent over the Moflem world. As 
Togrul executed and enlarged this important trufl, 
he was called to the deliverance of the caliph 
Cayem, and obeyed the holy fummons, which 
gave a new kingdom to his arms ^^. In the 
palace of Bagdad, the commander of the faithful 
ftill ilumbered, a venerable phantomt Hi$ fervant 
or maftcr, the prince of the Bowides, could no 
longer proteO: him from the infolence of meaner 
tyrants ; and the Etiphrates and Tigris were 
oppreffi^ by the revolt of the Turkifh and Arabian 
emirs. The prefence of a conqueror was iniv 
plored as a bleffing ; and the tranfient mifchiefs 
pf fire and fword were excufed as the (harp but 
(alutary remedies which alone could reftore the 
b^ajjih of the republic^ At the head of an irre* 
fiftible force, the- fultan of Perfia marched from 

. »* Conriilt the BIbliotltequc Orientalc, in the articles of the Ahhfi^dtx^ 
Caber, aiid Cuumt and tiic Annal& of Elmacin and Abulpharagius* 

Hamadan ; 
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Haxnadaii: the proud were cmlhed, the proftrate chak 
were fpaied ; the priike df* the Bowides difap- Jj^^^ 
peared; the heads of the nioft obftinate rebds 
itere laid at «t^^ feet of Tbgrtil> and he inflid^ed a> 
leflbn of Obedience on the pe6p}e of Mofui and 
Bagdad. AMr^ the chaflafement of thfe guilty, 
and the re(k>raftion of p€ac«, the toj^l flieph^rd' 
accepted th^ reWard of his-iabburs ; and a folemrf Hisinvcai- 
comedy reprefented the triutnipb of religiotis pre- ^^^""^ 
judice ov^r Barbariafii p6wer *\ The Turkifli fuU 
tan embarked^dn theTigriSi landed at the gate of 
Racca^dnd'^made his pubife entry on hoffeback.' 
At the palace-gactC'he refpeOfuUy difmounted, and' 
walked^ on foot, preceded by bis emins #ithout^ 
arm$« The caliph was feated behind hh biack: 
veil : the black garment of the Abbafixdes waa caft 
over his: ifhoulders, and he held in his hand the: 
ftafF of I the apoftle of God. The conqueror 06 
the £aft ^kiC^d the ground, flood fotne time^ in a. 
modeftpofture;and was led towards the throne by: 
the tiwr and an interpreter. After. Togml had - * * ^ 
feated himfeif on another throne, his commiffiofi 
V2»; publicly read, which declared him the.ttem^ 
por&L liemtenant of ;tbe vicar of the prophet. -He 
was fuccefiiveiy Inverted with .feven robes of ho* 
nour^ and'prefented with feven flaves, the natives 
a£iihe<ie^n climated of the Arabian empire. ■ His 
Iflyftie veil was perfumed with mufk ; two crowns 
were placed od bis head; two fcymetars were. 



' M For this curious ceremony^ I am indebted to M. de Qutgnet ( (01114 ni, 
j^.tfj, iqS.), and rhwt learned author is obliged to BoQdarr,.whQicora*r 
poied in Arahic theihiftory of the Se]ji:kidesr (torn. V. p. 365.)« 1 suxk isn«* 
rant of his age^ country, and chara^er. , 

girded 
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CHAP, girded to bis fide, asnbe fymbols of a doubltf rdgh 
-ij!-!]'^^ over the Eaft and Weft; After this inauguration^ 
tbe fultan was presented from profttatirig himfelf 
a fecond time ; but he twice kiffed the haiid] of 
the commander of the Suthfbl, and his- titles were 
protlamed by the voice of heralds and the aj^phufe 
crf'the Moflems. In a fecotfd vt6titi Bagdad^ the 
Seijukian prince 9gmn tefcued the calipb from his 
enemies ; and tlevotitly^ on foot, led the bridle of 
his mule from the prtfon to the palace. Their 
alliance was cemented by the marri^tf of Togrul's 
lifter with the fucceffor of the t>rOpHet/ Withbut 
reluAance he had introduced a Turktfli virgin into 
his faai%m ; but Cayem proudly refufeid his daugb> 
ter to the fultan, difdained to mingle the blood of 
the Haftemites with the blood of ^ Scythian 
flirfpHerd; and protrafted the negociation many 
months, till the gradual dimmutioin of his reveflue 
admonifhed him that he was ftill in the hands of 
•ml death, a matter.' The royal miptials were followed by 
A.P.10OJ. the death of Togrul himfelf**; as he left no 
children^ his nephew Alp Arfian fucceedad to the 
title and* prerogatives of fultanj and his .name, 
aftftr that of th^ caliph, was pronounced in the 
public prayers of the Moflems. Yet in this revo- 
lution, the Abbaflides acquired a larger meafureof 
liberty and power. On the throije of Alia, the 
Turkiih monarchs wd-e lefs jealous of the domeflit 
adminiftration of Bagdad; and. the commanders 



• '*4 Eb^em anno (A. H. 455.) oblSt princeps Togru'becus . . « • rex fait 
clcraomy f)rodens, et peritus regnandi, cujos terror fiOrcU morulium irv*- 
feratt it» ut ol^dircnt el reges atque ad ijiffum fcribtrent. Eknacin, HUl. 
Saracen, p. 342. vcrf. £rpcnu. 

of 
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of the faithful were relieved^ from the ignh^ c k a p. 
niinious vexations to which they had been ck- »_ ^-^> 
pofed by the prefence and poverty, of the Perfian 
dynafty. . 

Since the fall of the caliphs, the difcord and TheTtrrks 

degeneracy of the Sar»ccns yefpefted the Allattc kI^^"^ 

provinces of Rome} whic|n, by the vi£lories of ^'"gl'^J* ^ . 

Nicephorusy 21inu£;e$^ and BpAIji had been exn 

tended as far as Aiitioch and the eaftem bound*^ 

axjes of Arm^ia.: Twenty-five years after Uia 

death of B^dSil^ his fuccelTors were fuddenly af^ 

faulted by an unknown race of Barbarians, who. 

united the Scythian valour wijth the fanatici(m,o£ 

ney^ profelyte^ ,and the art and riches of a power^ 

ful monarchy *'• The myriads of, Turki(h.hprfe 

overfpread a frontier of fix hundred miles from 

Taurus to Ar^eroum, and the blood of on/n hpa* 

dred and thirty thoufand Chriftjaas wa9 a/gratelul 

{a<;rifice to the Arabian prophet* Yet the ^rms pfi 

Tqgrul did not make any deep or lading imprefii6ii>. 

on the Greek empire* The torrent rolled ^w^*^ 

fropi the open country; the fultan r^red wit)K»ii|;) 

glory or fyccefs from the fiege,of aa.ArHW5.nian» 

city^ th?. obfcure hoftilities were coatinued or* 

furfpended with a viciiTitude of eventa; and ^hc; 

>5 For thefe wars of the Turks and Ronvii)s> fee ia general the Byawitine 
hlf^ories of Zonaras and Cedrenus, Scylitzes the concinu»tor of Cedrenui^ 
«nd NM^pbfrts Bryennius Caefkr. The tw6 Hrlk vrUiefc wefe mtnksi the 
two iaticr Aatefmexi ; yet fuch were the Greeks^ that the ditfemaee oC &^ 
and charaQcr is fcarceiy difcernihie. For tiie Oxientalst I draw as ufuiion 
the weaJ(h of d*Werbelot (fee citksof tlic firft Seijukides) 4nd the acctiracf 
of de Cujgoes (Hiii de» Hwi>«> tom«iU«.lt x.j. 

bravery 
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c HA V. bravery of the Macedonian legions renewed the 
■_,~^-^^ fame o( the conquerdr of Afia *^ * The name of 

'^^'f ArHan ^'P ^^^^^^ ^^^ vaHant Hon, is expreflSve of the 
A. i^ 10^3 popular idea of the perfeftion of man j and the 
•**^* futfeeffor of Togrul difplayed the fiefcenefs and 
gMierofity of the royal animaK He pafled the Eu* 
phrates at the head of the Turfcifli cavalry, and 
entered Csefarea, the metropoKs of Cappadocia, 
to trhtch he had been attracted by the fame and 
#cAlth of the temple of St, Bafih The folid ftruc- 
ture Tefifted the deftroyer : but he carried away 
the doors t)if the ihrine incrufted with gold and 
peafls, and profaned the reKcs of the tutelar faint, 
vihbfk mortal frailties were liow covered by the 
conqjcft venerable ruft of antiquity. The final conqueft of 
nti^' Armema and (Georgia was atchieved by Alp 
Georgia, Atfllaif. Ifi Armienia, the tide of a kmgdom, and 
^toe%^ ^ ^^^irit'of a nation, were annihibted : the ard« 
ftdil fdrtifications were yielded by the mercenaries 
6( 'Coflftandnople ; by (Irangers without faith, 
IKpteytos without pay or arms, and recruits without 
d»:^rieftce or dUcipline. The lofs of this im- 
^rtant ftoi^tier was the news of a day ; and the 
€itliolfcs were neither furprifed nor difpleafed, 
&at i people fo deeply irifefted with thi Neftorian 
and Eutychian errors, had been delivered by Chrift 



flQMP itanmfyb^om XU^me^ Cedrenus^ torn, ii* p. 7$i« The credulity of 
the v«lg»ir U always probable } Md Che Turks had learned from the Arabi 
the hiftory «r legend of Efcandtf DulCMiitin (4*Hcitek)C| p. 317* ito.). 

* ' and 
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tttiA Jus mother Into the hands of the infidels *^. ^^^f"^^ 

The ^voods and valleys of mount Caucafus were 

more ftrenuoufly defended by the native Geor^ 

gians ** or Iberians : but the Tutkifli fultan and 

his fon Malek were tnde&tigable in this holy war; 

tiieir captives were compelled to promife a fpi* 

ritual as well as temporal obedience ; and, inftead 

of their collars and bracelets, an iron horfe-lhoe, 

a badge of ignominy, was impofed on the infidels 

who (lill adhered to the worChip of their fathers* 

The change, however, was not fincere or uni- 

verfal; and, through ages of fervitude, the 

Georgians have maintained the fucceflion of theh: 

princes and biftops. But a race of men, whom 

nature has caft in her mdft perfeft mould, is 

degraded by poverty, ignorance, and vice; their 

profeffion, and ftill more their pradice, of Cbrifti- 

anity is an empty name; and if they have 

emerged from berefy, it is only becaufe they 



c^cem Cedreni,.coin.ii. p. S34. whofe ^imbiguous cooAm^ion ihall not 
tempt me to fufpeft that he confounded the Neftorian and Monophyfite hel 
tefies). He fimHiariy tt!ks of the /*w?» x»^> '^fT^f ®^> q«aliiic». Us I 
ftiould apprehrnd, verr /oreign to the perfef^ Being ; bqt his bigotry |^ 
forced to confefc, that they were foon afterwards d^ifchargcd on the ortho* 
dox Romans. 

*8 Had the name of Georgians been known to the Oeeefts (Stritter, Me- 
moris Byzant. torn. iv. Iherka)^ I ihoQld derive it from their agriculture* at 
the Sxvfci yiwpyo* of Herodotus (I. iv. c. 18. p. 1*9. edit. Wefleling). 
But it appears only fince the crufades> among the Latins ( Jac. a Vitriac^ 
Hift. Hicrofol c. 79. p. 1095.) and Orientals (d'Herbclot, p*4O70> •«* 
was devoutly borrowed from St. George of Cappadocia. 

Vol;X. a a are; 
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:P. are* too illiterate to remember a ^^apliyfic^ 
creed *% . / , 

Theempe- The bijk oT genuine iQ^gnaiuoiity of Mahmii4 
lui't Dil^T. the Ga9];i4vide, was iu>( Stated by Alp Arflan ; 
A. D. 1068 ^"^ b^^ attacked wkbptu. fcruple the Greek em- 
—107'- preTs Eudocia aad her cbUdren. His alarming 
progr^fs. compelled her to givf herfe^ and her 
fcepfTi^ to the hand of a foldier ; and Romanus 
P^^sQes W^ invefted . with the Imperial puirple* 
His patrHniftpy^and perhaps his pride^ urged him 
froqi Conftantinople within two naonths after his 
acceffioAj md the next caqipaign h^ mod fcan- 
daloufly tpok the field during the hply feftivat 
of £aft6(*. Inxbe palace^ Diogenes was no more 
^an %^ l^ufhvkd of i^vklocia ; ^^ thjf camp» he was 
the emperor of the Roo^nj^,. and l\^ fui^ajned that 
cbarad]^r,with feeble refources, a^d inv4i9ible cou* 
rage. By his fpirit and fuccefs, the iS^ldiers were 
tWS^t .to.affc, the fubjeds to hope, ^M the ene* 
f mies to fear. The Turks had penetrated into the 
heart of Phrygia ; but the fultan himfelf had re- 
fig^^ to his emirs the profecuti(m of the war; 
aild their numerous detachments were fcattered 
pyex Afia m the fecurity of conqueft* Laden with 
(p(M and carelels of discipline, they were feparately 
furprifed aiid defeated by the Greeks : the aflivity 
of the emperor feemed. to multiply his prefence; 
and while they heard of his expedition to Antioch, 

»9 Moftieim, Inftltut. Hift. Ecckf. p» 63a. Sec in Char<Jin's Travel* 
(torn. i. p. I7i-^i740> ^he manners and religion of this handftsme btxc 
worthlefs nation. See the pedigree of their princes finom Adam to the prc- 
fent century, in the Tables of M. dc Gwgncs (tooK i. p» 433— 4:'- )• 

the 
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the enemy felt his fword on the hills of Trebizond* 

In three laborious campaigns, the Turks wer^ 

driven beyond the Euphrates : in the fourth and 

laAy Romanus undertook the deliverance of Ar- 

iXienia. The defolation of the land obliged him 

to tranfport a fupply of two months provifions j 

and he marched forwards to the fiege of Malaz- 

kerd *% an important fortrefs in the midway be* 

tween the modern cities of Arzeroum and Van. 

Hi3 army amounted, at the leaft, to one hundred 

thoufand men. The troops of Conftantinople 

were reinforced by the diforderly multitudes of 

Phrygif sfnd Cappadocia; but the real ftrength 

vras compofed of the fubjefts and allies of Europe, 

the legions of Macedonia, and the fquadrons of 

Bulgaria ; the Uzi, a Moldavian hord, who were 

themfelves of the Turkifh race''; and, above all, 

the , mercenary and adventurous bands of French 

and Norman^. Their lances were commanded by 

the valiant Urfel of BaHol, the kinfman or father 

of the Scottilh kings**, and were allowed to 

excel 



S*- This eity is mentioned by Conftantinc Porphyrogcnitti$ (de Admlni* 
Itrat. Imperii) 1* ii. c. 44. p. IX90» ^^^ the Byzantines of the xi^^ century, 
under the nam* of Manttikiene) and by fome is confounded with Tbeodofi* 
Opolis; bnc Deflile, in his notes and maps, has very properly iixtd the (itua-> 
tion. Abulfeda (Geograph. ub. xviii. p. 310.) defcribes Malafgerd as a 
fmall town» built viith black (lone^ fupplied with water, without trees, Ac, 

)t The Uzi oftheOrceks (stritcer, Memor. Ryzant. torn. iii. p. 9x3— 
148.) are the Gozz of the Orientals (Hift. des Huns, torn. ii. p. 5aa. tom. iii. 
p. 13], fcc.)» They appear on the Danube and the Volga, in Armenia, 
Syria, and Cnorafan, and the name fenus to have been extended to the wlioia 
Turkman race. 

%* Urfelius (the Rulfelius of 2^naras) is diflfltiguiAied by Jeffrey Malaterra 
(Ii. c« 33* ) among the Norman conquerors ^f €icUy, and with the fur* 
name oiBalioli and our own hiftorians will tell ho% the fialiols came from 

A a } Normandy 
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CHAP, excel in the exercife of arms, or, according to the 

N y^-L^ Greek ftyle, in the pradice of the Pyrrhic dance. 

Sitfao^^ On the report of this bold invafion, which 

mans, threatened his hereditary dominions, Alp Arflan 
AttgiftV' flew to the fcene of adion at the head of forty 
thoufand horfe*'. His rapid and fldlful evolu- 
tions diftreffed and diftnayed the fuperior num- 
bers of the Gredcs ; and in the defeat of Bafilacius, 
one of their principal generals, he difplayed the 
firft example of his valour and clemency. The 
imprudence of the emperor had feparatcd his 
^ forces after the redudion of Malazkcrd. It was 
In vain that he attempted to recal the mercenary 
Franks: they refufed to obey his fummons ; he 
difdained to await their return : the defcrtion of the 
Uzi filled his mind with anxiety and fufpicion ; and 
againft the mofl: lalutary advice he ruihed forwards 
to fpeedy and decifive adion. Had he liftened to the 
fair propofals of the fultan, Romanus might have 
fecured a retreat, perhaps a peace; but in thefe 
overtures he fuppofed the fear or weaknefs of the 
enemy, and his anfwer was conceived in the tone 
of infult and defiance. '^ If the Barbarian wifhes 
" for peace, let him evacuate the ground which 
" he occupies for the encampment of the Ro- 

Mormandy to Durham, built Bernard's caAIe on the Tees, married an beiitfi 
, of Scodand, Bee, Dncange (Not. ad Nicephor. firTcainium* U it. No 4.) 
has laboured the fubje^ in honour of the president de Bailleuli wbofe father 
bad exchanged the f word for the gown. 

31 Eimacin (p. 343, 344*) aftrgns tins probable number, which t$ reduced 
by Abulpharagius to 15,000 (p. 227.), and by d*Herbelot (p. loa.) to 
12,000 horfe. But thetfame £lma£in gives 300,060 men to ilie emperor, of 
whom Ahul|iharag)us fays, cum centum hominum millibus, multifque cqois 
ec magna pomp^ inllru^us. The Greeks ab(Uin from any definition of 
numbers. 

** mans, 
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** mans, and furrender hiV city and pakce of Rei chap. 



** as a pledge of his fincerity/' Alp Arflai\ 

fmiled at the vanity of the demand, but he wept 

the death of fo many faithful Mofleras ; and, after 

a devout prayer, proclaimed a free permiffion to 

all who were defirous of retiring from the field. 

With his own hands he tied up his horfe's tail, 

exchanged his bow and arrows for a ma(:e and 

fcymetar, clothed himfelf in a white garment, 

perfumed his body with mufk, and declared 

that if he were vanquiflied, that fpot fhoold be 

the place of his burial **• The fultan himfelf had 

alTe^d to cad away his mii&Ie weapons ; but his 

hopes of viftory were placed in the arrows of the 

Turkiih cavalry, whofe fquadrons were loofely 

diftributed in the form of a crefcent. Inftead of 

the fucceffive lines and referves of the Grecian 

ta£ltics, Romanus led his army in a iingle and 

folid phalanx, and prefTed with vigour and im« 

patience the artful and yielding refiftance of 

the Barbarians. In this defultory and fruitlefs 

combat he Wafted the greater part of a fummer's 

^ay, till prudence and fatigue compelled him to 

return to his camp. But a retreat is always pe* 

rilous in the face of an active foe ; and no fooner 

had the ftandard been turned to the rear than the 

I^alanx was broken by the bafe cowardice, or the 

bafef jealoufy, of Andronicus, a rival prince, who 

difgraced his birth and the purple of the Cse^ 

U The ByzaDtin^ writers do oot (peak To diftiniilly of the prefpnc^ of thf 
fultan; he committed his forces to an euaucb> had retired to a diftance^ &c« 
b it i^aopMicej or jeak>ufy> or truth ? 

Aa3 fiurs. 
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CHAP, fars *'• The Turkifli fquadrons poured a cloud 
i.^.^^..^ ^f arrows on this moment of confiifion and laffi* 
tude ; and the horns of their formidable crefcent 
were clofed in the rear of the Greeks. In the* 
deftrudion of the army and pillage of the camp, 
k would be needlefs to mention the number of the 
flain or captives. The Byzantine writers deplore 
the lofs of an ineftimable pearl : they forget to 
mention, that in this fatal day the Afiatic provinces 
6f Rome were irretrievably facrificed. 
Caytivity As long as a hope furvived, Romanus attempted 
•nee of the* to rally and fave the relics of his army. When 
eropcw. ^y^^ centre, the Imperial ftation, was left naked 
bn all fides, and encompaffed by the viftorious 
Turks, he ftill, with defperate fcourage, • matn- 
taihed the fight till the clofe of day, at. the 
head of the brave and faithful fubje6):s who ad* 
hered to his ftandard. They fell around him; 
his horfe was flain; the emperor was wounded; 
yet he flood alone and intrepid, till he was op« 
prefTed and bound by the ftrength of mvihitudes. 
The glory of this illuftrious prize was difputed 
by a flave and a foldier ; a flave who h^d feen 
him on the throne of Conftantinople, and a 
foldier whcrfe extreme deformity had been excnfed 
6n the promife of fome figtoal fervice* Defpoiled 
of hiis armS) his jewels, and hi8 purple, Romaiias 

tS He WIS fhe fon of the Cxfar John Ducas^ brother of the emperor Cmh 
ftantine (Ducange, Fam. Byzant. p« i65.)« Nicephonis Bryennius applauds 
his virtues and extenuates liic faults (Ki. p. 30. 38. 1. ii. p. 53.)* Vet 
he owns his enmity to Romanos, 1^ vwm U f iX»»; t^f^ vf^ /^"^^^^ 
Scylitzes fpeaks more explicitly cifhh trcaibn. 
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fpent a dreary ^aiid perilous night on the fidld'olF ci#a>'. 
battle, amidft a diforderly crowd of- the meanef J^^ 
Barbarians. In the morning the royal captive wa^ 
prefented to Alp Arflsln, who doubted of hte tor* 
tune, till the identity of the perfon was afcertalnei 
by the report of his ambaffadors, atid by the in6r6 
pathetic evidence of BafllaciUs, who embraced' \;^t]l 
tears th^feec of his unhappy fovereign., Th^ fti^; 
c^ffop oJ^Cotiftamine, in a plebeian habit, was led 
into the Torkifh divan, and commanded to kif^ 
the ground v befcfre the lord of Afia. He res- 
lu£tantly ■ obeyed ; and Alp Arflan, .ftarting from 
his thrbne% is fatd to haveplaated bis foot xso' the 
neck of the Roman emperor ^\ Bat t&e iasSk h 
doubtful; aiid if, in this moment of ihiblence^ 
the fultan complied with a national aKftomi,. tfine 
reft of hisi t^ndud fa^ extorted the pt^e;of bis 
bigot ted foes, and cnay afford a leffon toiheiho^ 
^ivjliz^d agesl He inftahtly raifed the -rayai cap^ 
tive frdm the ground; and' thrice* clafping his 
haiid' v^h tenlder fympachy, a^Tured him, that his 
ilftf aMl dignity fhould be^ inviolati in the hands 
of a prince who had learned to rt^fpeft the mar 
jefty of^ bis equak a^d the viciffitudes of fortune. 
From the divan, Romanus >^as conduced to an 
adjaceht tent, where he vas ferved with pomp* ami 
revereiice by the officers of the fultan, who, twice 
each day, feated him in the place of honour at his 
own table. In a free and familiar converfation of 
•eight days, hot a wprd^ not a look, of infult, 
. efcaped from the conqueror j but he feverely cen- 

' ' 3f Thi« cireumftance, which we retd and doubt in Scyittzel and Conftan- 
tine Manatfcsi is more prudently omifted by Nicephoros and Zcnarai. 

Aa4 fured 
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CHAP, fured (he unworthy fubje^ts who had deferted their 

* , valiant prince in the hour of danger, and gently 

admoniflied his antagonift of fome errors which be 

had committed fn the management of the A^ar. 

In the preliminaries of nqgoriationy Alp Arflan 

aiked him what treatment he expeded to receive, 

and the calm indifference of the emperor difplays 

the freedom of his mind. ^* If you are cruel,^' 

faid he, ^^ you will take my life \ if you liften to 

^^ pride^ you will drag me at your chariot nrfieels ; 

''^^ if you confult your intereft, you will accept a 

^ *^ ranfom, and reftore me to my ? country." 

^^ And what/' continued the ifultan, ^^ would 

5* have been your own behavtour» bdd foitune 

** fmiled on your arms?" . The reply of the 

Greek betrays a fentiment, which prudence, and 

even gratitude, ihould have taught him to ftip- 

prefs. ^^ Had I vanquiflsed," he fiercely iald, 

<f I would have inflided oa thy body many a 

♦F ftripe." The Turkijb qonqueror fmibd at the 

infolence of his captive): ob&rvcd that the^ Cbaf* 

tian law incukated the Jove of t enemies and for^* 

givenefe of injuries; and nobly declared, tba^t he 

would not imitate an example which be cxxim 

denmed. After mature deliberation. Alp Arflaa 

di^hted the terms of lib^ ty and pes^e, a ranfom 

of a QiiUion, an aiinual tribute of three hundred 

and fuay thpufand pieces of gold ^% the marriage 

of the royal children, and the deliverance pf all the 

Moflems who were in th^ poM^^r. of the Cieeks. 

37 The ranfom and tribute are attefted-by reafon and the Orientats. Tht 
•ther Greeks are modeftly filent ; but Nicephorus Bryennios dares to affirm, 
>^bat the terms were «m w»af jos^ *Pw^*a*w ap;^, ^d (h^^ th^ ^ta^em 
would {i»ve |>re&fred de^h tp a (hunefuijtrcaty. 

^omanvSi 
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Romanus^ with a figh, fubfcribed this treaty, chap. 
fo difgraceful to the majefty of the empire ; he Njl-..Jiw 
vras imniediately in veiled with a Turkifh robe of / 

honour ; his nobles and patricians were reflored 
to their fovereign } and the fultan, after a courteous 
qmbrace, <^ifinified * him with rich prefents and a 
military guard. No fooner did he reach the con* 
fines of the empire, than he was informed that 
the. palace and provinces had diiclaimed their 
alleigiance to a captive : a fum of two hundre4 
thoufand pieces was paiiifully colleded^.and the 
fallen monarch tranfmitted this part of his ranfom^ 
with a fad confeflion of his impotence and dis- 
grace. The generofity, or perhaps the ambition, 
of the fultan, prepared io efpoufe the caufe of his 
ally ; but bis defigns were prevented by the defeat, 
. imprifonment^ and death, of Romanus Diogenes ^% 

In the -treaty of peace, it does not appear that oe^itiior 
Alp Arilan extorted any province or city from ^of loS 
the captive emperor ; and his revenge was fatisfied 
with the trophies of hb vidory, and the fpoils of . 
Anatolia, from Antioch to the Black Sea. The 
ffiurefl: .part of Afia was fubjed to his laws t twelve 
hundred princes, or the fons of princes, flood be- 
fore his thrpne ; and two hundred thoufand foldiers 
prarched under h^s bankers. The fultan difdained 

.3^ The defeat and captivity of Ronianut Diogenes may be found in John 
Scylitzes ad cal'cem C'e^rttA, torn, iU p. 235—343. Zonaras, tom. ii« 
p. «Si-- 284^ l|icepliorus:Bryeniuul> ]• i. p.»5— 3*- Glycas,p.3i5 — ^ij, 
Conftantine.Mapa^i^s, p. 134s. Elmacin, Hift. Saracen* p. 343, 344. Abut* 
pharag. Dynad. p. 227. d*HerbeIot, p. 102, 103. de Guignes, torn. Hi* 
p. 207^2 II*: Befideao^ old acquaintapce JElmacin and Afanlpharagiut , the 
hiftoriao Qf thp Huns ha$ confiilted Abulfeda, and his epitomizer BenfchQi>. 
fiah, a Chronicle of tlie Caliphs, by Soyouthi> AbuUnahaien of Egypt, and 
Novairi of Africa. 

to 
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CHAP, to purfue the fugitive Greeks ; but he meditated the 
more glorious conqueft of Turkeftan, the original 
feat of the houfe of Seljuk. He moved from 
Bagdad to the banks of the-Oxus ; a bridge was 
thrown over the river ; and ' twenty days were 
confumed in the paflage of his troops«n But the 
progrefs of the great king ' was retarded by the 
governor of Berzem ; and Jofeph the Carizmian 
prefumed to defend his fortrefs againft the powers 
of the Eaft, When he was produced a captive 
in the royal tent, the fultan, inftead of praifing 
his valour, feverely reprdached hiy obftinate folly ; 
and the infolent replies of the rebel provoked 
a fentence, that he fliould be fattened to four 
ftakes and left to expire in that painful fituation. 
At this command the defperate Carizmian, draw- 
ing a dagger, rulhed headlong towards the throne : 
the guards raifed their battle-axes ; their zeal was 
checked by Alp Arflan, the moft fkilful archer 
of the age j he drew his bow, but his foot flipped, 
the arrow glanced afide, and he received in his 
breaft the dagger of Jofeph, who was inftantly cut 
.in pieces. The wound was mortal; and the 
Turkilh prince bequeathed 'a dying admonition 
to the pride of kings. « In my ybuth," faid Alp 
iArflan, « I was iadvifed by a fdge, to humble 
•* myfelf before God ; to dittruft my own ftrength ; 
•* and never to defpife the moft contemptible foe. 
** I have neglefted thcfe leffons ; and my negleft 
" has been defervedly puniflied. Yefterday, as 
^^ from an eminence I beheld the numbers, the 
** difcipline, and the fpirit, of my armies, the 
*• earth feemed to tremble under my feet; and 
•* I faid in my heart, furely thou art the king 

ii « of 
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^* of the world, the gteateft and moft invincible of chap. 

*' warriors. Thcfe armies are no longer mine; ''^"' 

** and in the confidence of my perfonal ftrength, 

^ I now fall by the hand of an afiaffin *•/' Alp 

Arflan poffefled the virtues of a Turk and a Mu- 

ftilman; his voice and ftature commanded the 

reverence of mankind ; his face was (haded with 

long whiflcers; and his ample turban was fa* 

ihioned in the (hape of a crbwn. The remain* 

of the fultan were depofited in the tomb ctf the 

Seljukian dynafty; and the paflcnger might read 

and meditate this ufeful infcription ^ : " O Yfi 

*• WHO HAVE SEEN THE GLORY OF AlP ArSLAN 
^* EXALTED TO THE HEAVENS, REPAIR TO MaRU, 
^* AND YOU WILL BEHOLD IT BITRIED IN THE 

** DUST !*' The annihilation of the infcription, 
and the tomb itfelf, more forcibly proclaims the 
mftability of human greatnefs. 

During the life of Alp Arflan^ his eldeft foil Reign an4 
had been acknowledged as the future fultan of the ofM^eic 
Turks. On his father** death, the inheritance a!d'io7» 
Was difputed by an uncle, a coufia, and a brother ! — «o9«» 
they drew their fcymetars, and aflembled ihdt 
followers; and the triple viftory of MalekShah"** 
eftabliihed his own reputation and the right of pri^ 

mogeniture* 

39 This interefting deftth Js told by d*Herbelot (p. ic$, 104*)> jumI M. de 
Guignes (tomiiii. p. iii, 2i3.]» i^om tbeir Oriental writersi but neither of 
liteni have tranrfufed the fpirit of Eknacln (Hift. Saraceo. p. 344, 34s )• 

40 A critique of high renewn (the late Dr. Johi^on)* who has feverely fcro* 
tinizedthe epitaphs of Fope> might cavil in this fublime infcl-ipiion at the 
words, " repair to Mam/* iince the reader muii already be at Maru before 
he could perufe the infcription. 

4> The Bibliotheque Orientale has given the text of the reign of Maiek 

(F* 542» 543> 544* ^54> ^5503 ^^ ^^ Hiitoire Generale des Huns (torn. iiU 

' p ai4— 
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c M A F. ftiogeniitare. la etery age, and more efpecially 
''^"' in Afia, the thirft of power has inrpired the lame 
paffions and occafioned the fame diforders; but, 
from the long feries of civil war, it xiirould not be 
eafy to extrad a fentiment more pure and mag- 
nanimous than is contained in the faying of the 
Tarkilh prijice* On the eve of the battle, he 
performed his devotions at Thous, before the 
tomb of the Imam Riza. As the fultan rofe from 
the ground, he aiked his vizir Nizam, who had 
knelt befide him, what had been the objed of 
his fecret petition: ** That your arms may be 
•* crowned with viSory," was the prudent, and 
mod probably the fincere anfwer of the minifter. 
^ For my part,*' replied the generous Malek, 
^ I hnplored the Lord of hofts, that he would 
<^ take from me my life and crown, if my bro* 
<< ther be more worthy than myfelf to reign over 
«• the Moflems." The favourable judgment of 
heaven was ratified by the caliph ; and for the firft 
time, the facred title of commander of the ^thful 
ivas communicated to a Barbarian. But this 
Barbarian, by his perfonal merit, and the extent 
of his empire, was the greateft prince of his age. 
Afrer the fettlement of Perfia and Syria, he 
marched at the head of innumerable armies, to 
atchieve the conqueft of Turkeftan, which had 
been undertaken by his father. In his paflfage of 
the Oxus, the boaimen, who had been employed 
in tranfporting fome troops, complained^ that 

p. ft 14^3 S4.) has added the ufnal meafure of repetition^ emendation, and 
fupplement. Without thefe two learned Frenchmen, 1 ibpuld be blind in* 
deed in the Caftern world. 

2 their 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 36J 

thdr payment was afligned on the revenues of c h a p, 
Antioch. The fultan frowned at this prepofterous 
choice ; but he fmiled at the artful flattery of hh 
vizir. " It was not to poftpone their reward, 
*' that I felefted thofe remote places, but to leave 
*' a memorial to pofterity, that, under .your reign, 
*' Antioch and the Oxus were fubjeft to the fame 
** fovereign." But this defcriprion of his limits 
vfzs unjufl: and parfimonious: beyond the Oxas^ 
he reduced to his obedience the cities (^ Bocharaj 
Carizme, and Samarcand, and crufhed each re* 
bellious flave, or independent favage, who dared 
to refift. Malek pafled the Sihon or Jaxartes, the 
laft boundary of Perfian civilization : the hords of 
Turkeftan yielded to his fupretnacy: his name 
was inferted on the coins, and in the prayers of 
Cafligar, a Tartan kingdom on the extreme bor- 
ders of China. From the Chinefe frontier, he 
ftretched His immediate jurifdiftbtt or feudatory 
fway to the weft and ibuth, as far as the moun* 
tains of Georgia, the neighbourhood of Conftan- 
tinople, the holy city of Jerufalem, and the fpicy 
groves of Arabia Fcelix. Inftead of refigning 
himfelf to the luxury of his Haram, the fliepberd 
king, both in peace and war» was in a^ion and 
in the field. By the perpetual motion pf, the 
royal camp, each province was fucceflively bkfled 
with his prefence ; and he is faid to have peram-e 
bulated twelve times the wide extent of his domi* 
nions, which furpaffed the 4fiatic reign of Cyrus. 
and the caliphs. Of thefe expeditions, the mod 
pious and fplendid was the pilgrimage of Mecca : 
the freedom and fafety of the caravans were pro- 
tected 
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b H A P. teded by his arms; the citi2en& and pilgrims yrm 
enriched by the profufion of his alms ; and the 
defert was cheered by the places of relief and 
refrelhoient, which he inftituted for the ufe of his 
brethren. Hunting was the pleafure, and even 
the pa0ion of the fultan, and his train confided 
of forty-feven thoufand horfes ; but after the maf. 
facre of a Turkifli chafe, for each piece of game, 
he befliowed a piece of gold on the poor, a flight 
i^tpnement, at the expence of the people, for the 
fJoU and mifchief of the amufement of kings. In 
the peaceful prpfperity of his reign, the cities of 
Afia were adorned with palaces and hofpitals, 
with mofchs and colleges ; few departed from his 
divan without reward, and none without juftice. 
The language and literature of Perfia revived 
ynder the hoUfe of 3eljuk ** j and if Maiek emu- 
lated the liberality of a Turk lefs potent than 
himfelf **, hi$ palace might refound with the fongs 
pf an hundred poets. The fulran beftowed a 
pore feriou3 and learned care on the reformation 
pf the c;alendar^ which was effed:ed by a general 
^iTembly of the aftronomers of the £afl. By a 
law of the prophet, the Moflems are confined to 
the irregular courfe of the lunar months} in 

4* See an excellent difcODife at the end of Sir WilUam Jones*s Hifloryof 
Kadir Stel)» and the articles of the poets* Amak> Anvari, Rafchadi, &c ia 
the Bihilotheque Orienule. 

A$ H|s name was Kheder Khan. Four bags were placed round his foph^ 
and as he liilened to the fong, he caft handfuU of gold and fllver to the pocti 
(d*Heibeloe, p. X07.). All chit may be true $ but I do not under Aand hew 
he could reign in Tranfoxiana in the time of Malek Shah, and much iefs how 
Klieder could furpafs him in power and pomp. 1 fufped that the beginninsi 
ai9C thtf ead^ ol the xi^ ceotury. Is the true sera of hia roigii« 

Perfia, 
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P^rfi»» fiOcQ the age of Zoroaftef, thft totcdntiaii e h a p^ 
jof the fiui bas.;heen knowh tod cdebr^ted as an ^-^^^ 
MPUal feftiyal^.; but after the. fall (xf the Ma- 
gl^n empire, tb^ inteircialafiom bad been &egle£be4 i 
thfi . fr9i(Xipm QEimtnutes and boMts were multL* 
pU«d into cbjrai;)and the date ef the Spring wa$ 
reinoved from thB:fijgn of: Ariesr tothat of Pifce^ 
The rdgn pf Mabk wa& illuftrated by the GelalaoM 
^XS^i and. all l<errors, either pali or future, were 
cOrrefted by a eomputation of time, which fur* 
pa0es the Julian, and approaches the accuracy of 
the Gregorian, ftyle*^ 

In a period when Europe was plunged in the His death, 
deepeft barbarifm, the light and fplendour of ^•^'''^*' 
Aaz may be afcribed to the docility rather tbaft 
the knowledge of the Turkifli conquerors. An 
ample flare of their wifdom and virtue is due to 
a Perfian viair, who ruled the empire * under the 
reigns of Alp Ar flan and his fon. Nizam, one of 
the moil illuftrious minifters of the £aft, wa^ 
honoured by the caliph as an oracle of religion 
and fcience ; he was trufted by the fultan as the 
faithful vicegerent of his power and juftice^ After 
an adminiftration of thirty years, the fame of the 
vizir, his wealth, and even his fervices, were 
transformed into crimes. He was overthrown by 
the iniidious arts of a woman and a rival ^ and hh 
fall was haftened by a ralh declaration, that his 
cap and ink-horn, the; badges of his office, were 

'44 See Cbardin, Voyages en Perfe, torn. iU p. 235. 

4f The Ctialsean sera (Geial^ddin, Glory of the Faith, was ope of the 
names or titles of Malek Shah) is fixed to the xv^'^ of March, A.H. 4719 
A. D. 1079. Dr. Hyde has p;'oduced the original tedlmonies of the Perfianf 
and Arabians (de Relisione veterum Perlarum, €. i6. p* aoo— 11 1.)* 

connected 
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CHAP, conneded by the divine decree with the tlirone 
*J l^^ and diadem of the fultan. At the age <^ ninety, 
ifareeyears^ the venerable fiatefman was difmified 
^ by his mafter, accufed by his enemies, and mur« 

dered by a fanaiic : the laft words cS Nizam at«- 
tefted his innocence, and the renrainder of Bda« 
lek's life was fliort and inglorious. * From Ifpaban, 
the fcene of this difgraceful tranladion, the fultan 
moved to Bagdad, with the defign of tranTplanting 
the caliph, and of fixing his own refidence in 
the capital of the Moflem world. The feeble 
fuccefibr of Mahomet obtained a refpite of ten 
days } and before the expiration of the term, the 
Barbarian was fummonecL by the angel of death* 
His ambafladors at Conftantinople had afked in 
marriage a Roman princefs; but the propofal 
was decently eluded; and ,the daughter of 
Alexius, who might hcrfelf have been the vidim^ 
ixprefles her abhorr^ce of tins unnatural con^ 
junftion^. The daughter of the fultan was be- 
ftowed on the caliph Moctadi, with the imperious 
condition, that, renouncing the fodety of bis 
wives and concubines, he ihould for ever confine 
himfelf to this honourable alliance. 
DivJfion of The greatncfs and unity of the Turkifli empire 
•ukUo'em. ^xpi^^^ *^ ^^® perfon of Malefc Shah. His vacant 
pirc. throne was difputed by his brother and his four 

fons ; and, after a feries of civil wars, the treaty 
which reconciled the furviving candidates con* 
firmed a lading reparation in the Per/tan dynafty, 

4^ She fpeaks of this Pet-iian royalty as a^acrmi xaxoSou/AOfErcpoy vma^. 
Anna Comncna was only nine years old at the end of the reign of Malek 
Shah [A. D. 1091), and when (he fpeaks of his aflaflination, (he confounds 
the fultan with the Yi«ir( Alexius, 1. vi. p. 177, 178.). 

Che 
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ihe €idefl:^ai)4.;pn5cip^ branchy of the yhou(c of. chap, 
Seljujcj .: If te three yQuijg^^ dynaftiej?; were' thofe ^..^-i^^^ 
^f' J<^rtnafh'.(^i Sy^^ the fir ft. of 

thefp conunanded an^teafive, tnpugb obfcure^% 
dominion on the fhores of the Indikn pceaft*': 
the fecond expelled the Arajbian^prioees^pf Aleppo 
and, 5>anufcus J and the third, our pecuUjir care> a 
invaded the Roman provioclps of ! A(i^ Minor.* 
Th/e ^9i&|-pu& policy of Malek contributed tp their' 
elevation: he allowed the princes of his b^lpod^ 
even tjiqfewhom he. had vaifquiih^d in the jfield^' 
to feek neyr kingdoms worthy pf^their |mbition; 
nor was be difpleafed that they ihould dra^ ^way 
the more, ardent fpirits^ who might h^ve difturbed 
the tranquillity of his reign. As the fupreme 
head of. his family and nation* the great fultan 
of Perfia commanded the obedijsnce and tribute of 
his royal brethren ; the thrpnes of .Keripajo, an^l 
INice^ of Al^po ^^jid Daviafcusj the Atabe^s,^ 
and enu;-s; of ^ Syria r and Mefopotamia, ereflbed^ 
their fl:andar4s under, the: fliadow . of his fcept^:c},t? i, 
and the hords of Turkmjans o.verfpread the plal^s 
of theireftern Afia* After the death of B^alek* 
the bands of union and fubordinatioa wer^.j^* 

47 So ohfcure^ that the induftiy of M. de Cuignes, could only copy (torn.. !• 
p. 244. torn. iii. parti.' p. 2699 &c.) the hiilory, or rather lift, of tlie 
Seljukidea of Kerihan, in BibUotheque Orientate. They were extin$ui(hed 
before the end of the xii^*^ century. 

4^ Tavernier» perhaps the only traveller who has vlilted Kerman, de» 
fcribesthe capital as a great ruinous village, twenty -five days journey from 
ifpahan, and twenty.feven ^m Onnus» in the n^dft of a fertile country 
(Voyages en Turquie et en Perfe, p. 107. 1 10. )• 

49 It appears from Anna Comnena, that the Turks of Afia Minor obeyed ' 

the (ignet and chlaufs of the great fultan (Alexias, 1- vi« p. tyo.) $ and that 
the two fons of Soliman were detained in his coi^rt (p. i8o./« 

Vol. X. B b laxed ' 
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370 THE DECLINE AND FALJi 

CHAP. la^e^and finally diflblved: the i&dulgence of tl\e 

d^^^ lioufe of Seljbk inveiled their ilaves With tht inhe* 

ritance.of kingdoms; and, in thfe pricfjft^ ftyle^ 

s[ crowd of princds arofe frbm the duft of their 

feet»^ 

conqueft of A prlnce of the royal line, Cutulmifii, the fon of 

Afia^inor j^^^y^ ^^^ j^^ ^^ g^,j^j^^ j^^^^ fallen in a battle 

a!'d.'1o74 2igainft Alp Arflan ; and the humane viftor had 
—1084. droj)t a tear over his grave. His five ions, ftrong 
ui arms, ambitious of power, and eager lor revenge, 
tinfheathed their fcymetars againft the foh of Alp 
Arflan. •The two armies expected the fignad, 
Vhen the caliph, forgetful of the majcfty whicK 
fecluded him from vulgar eyes, interpbfed Ui 
venerable mediation. ^* Inftead of fhedding the 
** blood of your brethren, your brethren boi!h in 
^ defcent and faith, unite your forces in an 
^* holy war agaiiift the Greeks, the enemies of 
*« God and hii apoftle.** They liftened to hij 
Voice; thb fultan embraced his rebdltous Idnf* 
men; and the elded, the vaiiai!rt Sbliman, ac 
cepted the royal ftatidard, which gave him the 
free conqueft and hereditary command of the 
provinces of the Roman empire, from Arzetoum 
to Conftantinople, and the unknown regions of 
the Weft". Accompanied by his four ^brothers, 

5« This expreffion is quoted by Petit de la Croix (Vie dc OcDgi/can, 
p. x6i.)> frttin fome poet, moft probably a Periian. 

51 On the conqueft of Afia Minor, M. de Guignes has derived no a/Ti/^ance 
from the Turkiih or Arabian writers, who produce a naked lift of the Sd- 
jukides of Roum. The Greeks arc unwilling to expofe their fliarac, and we 1 
4Huft extort fome hints from Scyiitzes (p. 860. 863, ), Kicephorus Bryennluf | 
(p. 88. 91, 91,^9. 1039 10^), and Anna Comncna (Alexias, p. 9>> 9'» 
4cG, x68,&c.). I 

he ' 

Digitized by VjOOQIC I 



OP THE ROMAir EMPIRE. 371 

he paiSTed the Euphrates : the Turkifti csarip was chap. 
foon : feated ia the neighbourhood of Kutaieh in 
Phrygia ; and his flying cavalry laid* wade the 
country as far as the Hellefpont and the Black 
Sea* Since the decline of the empire, the penin* 
fula o£ Afia Minor had been expofed to the 
tranfient, though deftruftive, inroads of the Per- 
(ians and Saracens ; but the fruits of a lading 
conqueft were referred for the Turkifli fultan; 
and his arms Were introduced by the Greeks, who 
afpired to reign on the ruins of their country. 
Since the captivity of Romanus, fix years the 
feeble 'fbn of Eudocia hid trembled under the 
weight of the Imperial crown, till the provinces 
of the Eaft and "Weft were loft in the fame month 
by a double rebellion : of either chief Nicephorus 
was the common name; but the furnames of 
Bryennius and Botoniates diftinguifh the Euro- 
pean and Afiatic candidates. Their reafons, or 
rather their promifes, were weighed in the divan ; 
and, after feme hefitation, Soliman declared him- 
felf in favour of Botoniates, opened a free paffage 
to his troops in their march from Antioch to 
Nice, ^nd joined the banner of the crefcent to 
that of the crofs. After his ally had afcended the 
throne of Conftantinople, the fultan was hofpi- 
tably entertained in the fuburb of Chryfopolis or 
Scutari ; and a body of two thoufand Turks was 
tranfported into Europe, to whofe dexterity and 
courage the new emperor was indebted for the 
defeat and captivity of his rival Bryennius. But 
the conqueft of Europe was' dearly purchafed 
by the facrifice of Afia : (JJonftantinople was de- 
Bb 2 prived 
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37a THE BECUNE AND FALL 

CHAR prived of the obedience and revenue of the pro- 
i,^00^mmm^ vinces beyond the Bofphorus and Hellefpont ; and 
the regular progrefs of the Turks, who fortified 
the pafles of the rivers and mounuins, left not 
a hope of their retreat or ezpulfion. Another 
candidate implored the aid of the fuhan : Melif- 
fenus, in his purj^e robes and red buikins, at<- 
tended the motions of thi Turkifli camp; and 
the defponding cities were tempted by the fum- 
^mons of a Roman prince, who immediately 
furrendered them into the hands of the Barbarians. 
Thefe acquifitions were confirmed by a treaty of 
peace with the emperor Alexius ; hrs fear of Ro- 
bert compelled him to feek the £riend0)ip of Soli- 
man J and it was not till after the fultan's death 
that he extended as far as Nicomedia, about fixty 
miles from Conftantinople, the eaftern boundary 
of the Roman world. Trebizond alone, defended 
on either tide by the fea and mountains, preferved at 
the extremity of the Euxine the ancient cfaarafter of 
a Greek colony, and the future deftiny of a Chrif- 
tian empire. 
TheSdju. Sincc the firft conquefts of the caliphs, the 
d^mof"^' eflablifhment of the Turks in Anatolia or Afia 
Kounu Minor was the moft deplorable lofs which the 
church and empire had fuftained. By the propa- 
gation of the Mpflem faith, Soliman deferved 
the name of Gazi^ a holy champion ; and his new 
kingdom of the Romans, of oi Roum^ was added 
to the tables of Oriental geography. It is de- 
fcribed as extending from the Euphrates to Con- 
{lantinople,.from the^Black Sea to the confines of 
Syria} pregnant ivith mines of filver and irozii 
I . of 
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of alkihi zM copper, fruitful in corn arid wine, c h^a p/ 
and prodtiSive of Seattle ^iaiid excellent horfes'*. 
The vkdlth of Lydia, Ulie arts of the Greeks, 
the fpfeiidour of .the A^guflan age, e^itifted' 
only in 'bobks and ruins, which wcte equally- 
obfcure ifP ^e eyes df the Scythian tonquerors. 
Yet, fri tUfe^^prefem detey, Anatolia ftill contains* 
Jhme' "^eilik^f mA populous cities ; and, under the 
Byzaotine empire, they were far more flourifhing 
in nuittK^&Si fize, : arid opulence. By the choice 
of th^^f«it^h, Nice, the Trietropolis of Bithynia, 
was 'pfeffia-red for his palate and fortrefs y the feat 
©f the Bdjiflsian dyhafty of 'Roum wa^ planted one 
hundred hwles from Conftahtinople ; and the di- 
vinzty'6fChi*i!n: was- -denied and derided in the 
fame temple in vjhich it had been pronounced by. 
the firft gehera?Tyrio(! of the Catholics. The unity 
of Godjandthe miffibh bf Mahomet, were preached 
in the mofcfifsy^'the Arabian learning was taught 
in the Tcfibtols; the Cadhis judged according to 
the law df'the Koran ; the Turkifli manners and 
langtiage ^'^pfrerailed in tfee cities ; and Turkman 
camps were fcattered over the plains and moun- 
tains of Anatolia.'" On the hard conditions of 
tribute and fervitude, the Greek Chriftiana might ^ 
enjoy the exercife of their religion; but their 
moft holy churches were profaned; their priefts 
and bilhops were infulted " j they were compelled 

, to 

5» Such is the description of Roum by Haittn the Armenian, whoft 
Tartar hiftory may be founrf in the coUcftions of Ramuflo and Bergeron. 
(Sec Abalfedl, Ceograph. climat. xvii. p. 301—305.) 

5? Dicit eos qucndam abvfione Sodomitica ioter\«rti(IV epifcopum 
(Guibcu. Abbat. Hii\. Hierofol. 1. i. p 46s.)- *« >« o^<^ V^o^p^ that we 

B b 3 (hould 
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CHAP, to fttSer tlvB triumph of the Pagans^ aifd the 
apoftacy of their brethren ; many ^ thoufand 
childrcQDt were marked ^ the knife of. circum* 
dfion; and mstny thoii£md opuves were devoted 
to the fervice or die pleafures of their, m^ers^. 
After the lofs of Afia, Antioch ftill I|l^^(ained 
her primitive allegiance- to Cbrift. a94 Cpc&r; 
but the folitary province w|t« feparated from all 
Roman aid|. and farrounded on all-^des. by the 
Mahometan powers. The defpair of , jPhilaretus 
the governor prepared the. facrifice of h|« religion 
and loyalty, had not bjs guilt beep fi^vented 
by his fon, who haften^ to the N^^np^^ palace, 
and offered to deliver this valuable prW jpxo the 
hands of Soliman. The ambitious* &)Uan mounted 
on horfeback, and in twelve nights ^or he re- 
pofed in the day) performed a march of fix hun- 
dred miles* Antioch was opprefled by the fpeed 
and lecrecy of his entei^lfe ; aijid the clependant 
cities, as far as Laodicea and the cppfines of 
Aleppo ", obeyed the example of the o^etropolis. 
From Laodicea to the Thracian Bofphorus^ or 

fiiould find A parallel paflageof the famr people in tbrprffentan* « JX 
<< n*eft point d*horreur que ces Turcs h*ayent commis, et Yemblables aux 
M. foldats effrcik£sy qui dans la iac d*una vilie Aon contens dcdif|iofcr^e tout 
*^ iik leor gr« pretendent encore aux fucces les^ioint defirabj^s-. Quci:)ue 
« Sipahis ont port^ leurs attentats Tur la perfonne du vicux rabbi d^ la fyna- 
« gogue, ct celle dc TArch^v^qae Grec.'* (Memoires du Baron dc Tott^ 
torn. U. p«(^93*). 

54 The emperor, or abboCy defcribe the fcenes of a Turlcilh camp as if 
they had been prefent* Matres correpcae in confpedft filiarum multipliciter 
repetitis diverforum coitibiis vexabantur; (is that the true reading?) cum 
fiUas affiftcsites carmina pnecinere faitando eogeientiir. Mox ead«ni paffio 
ad filiasy &c* 

iS See Antioch, and the death of Soliman» in AnnaComnena (Alexias* 
I. vi. p. i6S, 169.), with the notes of Ducange. 

.arm 
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^rfxt- of ,St^f}f9Tg^ the .q?MHe4^ ^nd Tejgn; pf ch a n, 
^plimaiii |extfpnidd4 dnrty ^ya-jowpey^ in jiepgh, ^^^i;^ 
and iprrJ^B(j|id(b alHWt ten ^r jfttew, betw ih^ 
rpcks'. Qigiliypiac.aoid.^tl^ j^ck, Se^^, The 
7uyki(b igsoiKneei pf wvigfttton projcd^iji, for 
^ while« the kiglorious hfety.i^f the eni{>eror} 
^ut AC foonier ib|d:a AtH oi ^q hundred fhipg 
b^^efi conAru^bd by th^ ;h|ui4s 9f (he,:j(aptiv$ 
Oreek^^ th^u Alexius tresabled b^i^od ^^ ^^^^ 
' of hie c;ipital« Hi$ plavittve >€piftto9 v?ere dffr 
pa-led over Corope, to iCxpitc th^ cssa^f^qffL 
QJt the JLatiafi) and to p^t \the danger, jth^s 
weaknefe, aad the riche$» of the city^ of Q;>pb- 
ftanLtine'^ 

. B*)t the wtoft mtereftiRg conqueft of tjie Seir ^\l^\^^ 
jukian .Turks, was that of Jerufalem**, which ofjerufa. 
Soon became the theatre of nations. In their a?d. 638 
capitulation with Omar, the inhabitants jiad. fti- "^'^^'^ 
pulated the afTurance of their religion and pro- 
tperty; but the articles* were interpreted by a 
mafter againfl: whom it was dangerous to difpuiiej 

55 William of Tyre (1. i. c. 9, 10. p. 635.) gives the xnoft authentic and 
deplorable account of thefe Turkifh conquefls. .'.'./ 

• 57 In his epiiile to the count of EUnder$» Alexius feems to^] tool^w 
•beneath his cbaraftor and dignity j ^ct it is oppofed by Ducayge (^Not. ad 
Alexiad. p. 335, &c.)> and paraphrafed by the abbot Guibert, it contem- 
porary hifUrian. Tite Creek uxt no longer exifts f and each tf^ifixor 9$id 
fcribe n^ijjht fyy with Guibcrt /P- 4750> vptis vpaita ^is, ja ^jjyilege^of 
iDoflindcfinitV latitude. *^ '" * 

'^' $t OdKbe^ f«nd for die hIAory c^ ^e^fatom^-i^m.Kera^IifiiaioaAeiiua* 
fades, is conuined in two large and original paflTages of William archbifliop 
i<rfTyre (1. H c. 1— -lo. U Xviii. c. 5, 6.)> «*e eri«tcipftl.fufli9r of tbeOeita 
.Dei per Francos* M. de Guignes has compefed a very learned Memoire fur 
lie Commr^e des Fr^n^ois dans le I^cvantfa^^nt lea Croifades* lffC..{Mij^» 
Kilf VAcadcQUo dtAlaftriptionsy com. xxxviU p» 4$7"«'iO90* ^ 
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57* THE DfiCLINK AND ¥ALt' 

CHAP and in the four hundred - yctra ^Hthe re%n^ 6f 

^'^^^ die ciliphs, tfce IpbHtfeal dftnikte of '^ Jerufalenai 

wd^ earpofed tO;^Kc tidffitud^^' eSF Itormi arid 

lttn(hine''# By t)ie indreafe^ ofif^^fefytes aUd 

))opulation9 the M^ome'tans might isittufe th^ir 

tifurpation of dltee-fourths of the dtyi but a 

jpeculiar quilfter ^a8 referved fdr the patriarch 

vnth his cler^ and p6of^Ie; a' tribute of two 

pieces' of ^olj wa$ the p^ice of protection; and 

thi^ fepnlchre of^^rift, v((ith the church of the 

Hefurredion^ was ftiM left in thie bands of his 

Vi£)taciK8« Of tbefe votaries, the liioft numerous 

and reQ>6ftabte pc^tion wete -fttangers to Jeni- 

falem: the pilgrimages to the Holy 'Land had 

been ftimulated, rathei^ than fuppr^flecf, by the 

conquefts of the Arabs-; ^nd the enthufiafm which 

had always prompted tbefe perilous journies, was 

nouriflied by the congenial paflions of grief and 

indignation. A crowd of pilgrims from the Eaft 

and Weft condnuod to Tifit the holy fepulchre, 

sAid die* adjacent (knfluaries, more efpecially at 

the feftival of Eafter : and the Greeks and Latins, 

the Neilorians and Jacobites, the Copts and 

Abyffinians, the Armenians and Georgians, main- 

tsdned the chapels, the clergy, ahd the poor of 

their refpeAive communions. The harmony of 

prayer in fo many various tongues, the worfhip 

of fo Biany nations in the common temple of their 

59 Seciindvm Dominomm difpoiltionem pknirnqoe lucida pleniinqne 
nttbih reeepit tAtervaUa, et «sroCintium more temponim pnefentiiim pt" 
vibator aiit refpinibat qnaiitace (1« i. c* 3. p. 630.). The htinity of William 
•f Tyre is by no means conftmptiblet but in his accoiint of 490 years, from 
the ioft to UiC recovery of Jerufi^cro^ he exceeds the true account by thirty 
years. 

religion 
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OP THE ROMAN EMPIRE. ^77 

religloii) thight have afforded a fpeftacle of edifi- c h a p. 
cation and peace; but the'^eal of the Chriftian ^^"' 
fcfts was embittered by hatred and revenge; and 
hi the fcingdbm of z iiiffering Meffiah, who had 
pardoned bis enemies, they afpired to comtnand 
and peffeciitfe their fpiritulil brethren. The pre-' 
eminenee' wias aflerted by the fpirit and numbers 
of the Franks; arid- the greatnefs of Charle- 
magne** prQtefted both the Latin pilgrims, and 
the Catholics • of the Eaft. The poverty of Car- 
thage, Alexandria, and Jerufalem, was relieved 
by the alma of that pious emperor ; and many 
tnon'afteries of Paleftine were founded or reftored 
by his liberal devotion. Hariin Alrafliid, the 
greateft of the Abaflides, efteemed in his Chriftian ' 
brother afimiiar fupremacy of genius and power: 
their friendfliip was cemented by a frequent in- 
tercdurfe of gifts and embaflies ; and the caliph, 
without refigning the fubftantial dominion, pre- 
fented the emperor with the keys of the holy 
fepulchre, and perhaps of the city of Jerufalem. 
In the decline of the Carlovingiaa monarchy, the 
republic of Amalphi promot,^d the intereft of 
trade and religion in the Eaft. Her veffels tranf- 
ported the Latin pilgrims to the coafts of Egypt 
and Paleftine^ and deferved, by , their ufeful im- 
ports, the favour and alliance of the Fatimite 
calij^hs^' :'an annual fair was inftituted on mount 

Calvary j 

60 For the tranlk^Hoiii of Charlemagne with the H<dy Land, fee Eginhard 
(de Vita. Caroli Magni, c 16. p. 79 — 8a. )» Conftantine Porphyrogenitus 
(de Admimftrationc Imperiii 1. iu c. s6« p. So.)» and Pagi (Critica, torn. iii. 
A. D» 800, NO i$» I4> 15. }• 

61 The caliph granted his privileges^ Amalphitanit viris amicis et utilium 
iDtfOdu^oribus (CclU Dei, p. 934.)- The titde of Venice to Egypt and 

Paie&ine 
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c,H A p. Calvary ; and the Jtfilhn m^cbpTits founded the 

conTent 9iul hofpital of St. Jphii of. Jerufalem, the 

cradle of ,. the mooaijti^ ; auAd* piilitary order^ which 

has fince reigned in the ifles of Rhodes and of 

lyialta^ Had the Chriftian pilgrims been content 

to revere the Jtomb of a prophet, the difciples of 

Mahomet, inflead of blaqiing, wpuld have imi 

tilted, their piety : but thefe rigid Ui^itatians were 

fcandalifi^ by a worlbip which repr^fents the 

birth, death, and refur;;e£tion, of. a. God ; the 

Catholic images were branded ^ith tht name of 

idols; and the Moflen?«(miled with indignation^* 

at the miraculous ^me, which teas kindled on 

the eve of Eafter in the holy fepulchre •^ This 

pious fraud, firil; devifed in the i^nth century ^^, 

was devoutly cheriihed by the liatia cri^aders, 

and is annually repeated by the cl^gy of the Qreeki 

Armenian, and Coptic k&s ^S w|;io impofe on the 

PakAine cannot produce fo old a title> unlefs we adopt the laughable trans- 
lation of a Frenchman who miftook the two fadlons of the circus ( Veneti 
ct Prftfini) for the Venetians anc» Parifians. 

^« An Arabic chronidW of ^Jcrnralem (apud Afl^nuih. BibHot. Orient 
tpm. i. P.62S. ton).iv. p. 368.).atteiUth^ unbelief <(^ the caliph and tbe 
hiAorian ; yet Cantacuzqne prefuqoes to appeal to the Mahometans them- 
fetves for the irtith of this perpetual miracle. 

• ^1 In his DiflTcrtations on Eccfefiaftlcal Hiftory, the learned Mofheim fun 
fcpar^tely difc^^ed this pretended Vniracle (torn. ii. p. 2 14^306.) 9 de liuniiie 

fandi fepuichri. 

. 64 WUl^ain Qf Mialniiliury (1. H* c 14. p. 1^09.) quote|^]|)eit!Aer|Hry qf ibe 
itionk Bernard', an e'yc-witnefs, who vifited Jerufaiem A.*D, 870. Tne 
il(uniele is confirmed by another pilgrim fome years older $ and MoAeim 
afcribes ihe invention to ^hp Franks, foon after tlie d(;ce|fft pf, Cluykr 

magnc. ' 

. *5 Our travellert, Sandy* (p. 134.), Thevcnot (p. 6«ir*Ci27)9 Maon» 
drell (p. 94, 95.), ice. defcribe this extravagartt^farce. The Catholics srp 
pussled to decide^ when tbe niiraclc ended| and tbe triclc began. 

c)rc4^^o^s 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. ^7$, 

C9-edttlous fpeaatoTft^* for their own benefit; ^ni c h a p., 
diatof their tyrants. In every ago, fL principle qf — v^ 
ioieration has been fortified by a fenfc of int>ereft ;. 
aiid the revenue of the prince and his einir w^^f 
increa&d each year, by the expense and tribute 
b£ fo many thoufand Grangers. 

' The jrevollition \«phich transferred the fceptre under the 
&0m the Abiaiffides to the Fatimites was a benefi^ti caiiphs,* 
rather than an injury, to the Holy Land. A lli^^f* 
fbverdgn refident m Egypt was morfi fenfible of 
the importance of Chriftian trade ; and the emirsr 
of Palcftine were lefs remote from the juftice 
and power of the throne. But the third o£ thefia 
Fatimite caliphs was the famous Hakem% % 
frantic youth, who was delivered by his: impiety 
and defpotifm from the fear either of God or fnan ; 
and whofe reign was a wild mixture of vice and 
folly. Regardlefs of the moft ancient cuftomsiof 
Egypt, he impofed on the women an abfcrfute 
confinement: the reftraint excited the clamoursi 
of both fexes ; their clamours provoked bis fury jr 
a part of Old Cairo was delivered to the flames ; 
and the guards and citizens were eng^Lgednaany 
days in a bloody conflid. At firft the caliph de« 

■ i 

tf The Orientals themfelves confefs the fraudj and plead neceiHty and 

edification (Memolres^ du Chevalier d*Arvieux» torn. ii. p. 140. Jofeph 

V Abqdacniy HHt Copt. c*;20.): but I.wiU not attempt* with .^fAvim, 

to explain the mode. Our travelliers have £uied with the Jblood of $t» Jaiiti^ 

a^lus at Naples. ,....'' 

6r See d*HerbeIot (Bibllot. Orientale, p. 4iiO> RenavdoC (HHt PAr> 
triarch. Alex- p. 390. 397. 40o» 4^1.) » Elmacin (Hift* Sacacen^ p..3Ai-ii.i 
jty)y and Marei (p. 384— 3S6.}9 an hiilorian of ^ZJl^f tranOated by 
Reiike from Arabic into German, and verbidl/ interpreted to m« by « 
friends 

clared 
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c H A p^ (flared himfelf a zealous Mufulman, the founder 
OP benefa£tot of mofchs and colleges : twelve 
hundred and ninety copies of the Koran were trah- 
feribed at his expence in letters of gold ; and Ills 
idiOi ^ktirpated the vineyards of the Upper JEgypt* 
But his vanity was foon flattered by the hope of 
introducing a new religion; he afpired abtive 
the fame of a prophet, and ftykdrj himfelf the 
viiible image of. the mod high God, who, after 
mn^.' apparitions, on earth, was at length. manifeft 
in > his royal peripn. At thename.of Hakem, the 
lonl -qf the living and the dead, every knee was 
benti m- religious adoration: his. myfteries were 
perfSVmed. on ^ mountain near Cairo : fixteen 
thoufarid converts, had (Igned his profeflioh. of 
faith ; ^nd at the prefent hour, a free and warlike 
people; the Drufes of mount Libanus, are per* 
Amded of the life and divinity of a madman and 
tytalnt"'. tin his divine charafter, Ifekem hated 
the Jews and Chriftians, as the fervants of his 
rivals;' while fome remains of prejudice or prur 
d^lce* Hill pleaded in favour of the law of Ma- 
homet. Both in Egypt and Paleftine, his cruel 
and 'Wanton perfecution made fome martyrs and> 
many apoftates : the common rights, and fpecial 



.48 (fhe reltgioD of the Drufes is concealed by their ignorance and hxpo« 
eAfp'. Th^ir fecret doArincs are confined to the eied w1k> profefs a coo* 
templative life i and the vulgar Drufes, the mod indifferent of meny 
oecafioniiay Conform to the worihip of the .Mahometans and Chriftians 
of tlteir^jn^ghhoarhood. The little that is» oc deferves to be, known, , 
nMiy9>e fecn in the induftrious Nidbuhr (Voyages, tom.ii. p. 354— 357* )» 
and ih«. fecond voiuroe of. tltc recent and inftru^ive Travels of M. de 
Volney* 



Digitized by 



privileges 
Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 3*1 

privileges of the fcfbaries were equaHy difre- chap. 
garded ; and a general interdid; was laid on the ^.^^^^ 
devotbn of flrangers and natives. The temple of ^^^^ ^ 
ths Chriftian world, the church of the Refur- ad. 1009. 
rei^ion, was demojilhed to its, foundations; the 
lunynpus prodigy of Eafter was interrupted, and 
much profane labour was ^xhaufted to deftroy 
the cave in the rock which properly conftitutes 
the holy fepulchre. At the report of this facri- 
jege, the nations of Europe were aftonifhed an4 
afflided : but inftead of arming in the defence of 
the Holy Land, they contented themfelves with 
burning, pr banifhing, the Jews, as ; the fecret 
advifers of the impious Barbarian ^^ Yet the cala- 
jnities of Jerufalem were in fome meafure alleviated 
by the inconftancy or repentance of Hakem hinv 
felf} and the royal mandate was fealed for th$ 
reftitution of the churches, when the tyrant was 
afiaifins^ted by the emifiariea^of his fifter. The 
fucceeding caliphs refumed the maxima pf religioA 
and policy ; a free toleration was again graated ( 
with the piou$ aid c^ the emperor of Confli^ti* 
nople, the holy fepulchre arofe from its juiocf; 
ai^, after a (hort abdinence, thb pilgrims returned 
with , an increafe : of appetite to the fpirituai 
feaft ^. lit the fea-voy age of ,Paleftine, the. ' dan^ 

^ See Gkber, 1. iii. c ;• and the Annals of Baronlas and Pagf, Ai P« 
1009. 

T* Per idem tempus ex univerfo oibe tarn innumerabilis tnaltlMdo 60»pit 
eoDfluere ad fepulchrum Salvatoris Hierofolymis, quantum nuiius hominum 
ptius l^cnre poterat. Ordo in£erioris plebu . . • . . mediocres • • • • • rc^9 

et cbmites praefules • . . . mulieres multie n^biles cum pauperioribus 

«... Pluribus enim erat mentis defidcrium mori phuiqaam ad propria 
revertereotur (Glabcr, !■ iv. ^. 6. Bouqutt, HUioriaoa oS France, torn. X, 
p.50.)- 

gers 
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3tft THE DECLINE AND FALL 

c K A p. gers ^ere frequent, and the opportunities rare t 
^JZ^!^ but the converfion of Hungary opened a fafe 
eommunication between Germany and Greece. 
The charity of St. Stephen, the apoftle of his 
kingdom, relieved and conduced his itinerant 
jncrcaft of brcfthren '' ; and from Belgrade to Antioch, they 
aIdIToh/ iraverfed fifteen hundred miles of a Chriftian 
*^* empire. Among the Franks, the zeal of pil- 

grimage prevailed beyond the example of formet 
timesf: and the roads were covered with multi- 
tudes of either fex, and of every rank, who pro* 
feffed their contempt of life, fo foon as they 
ftouW have kifled the tomb of their Redeemer. 
Prnlces and prelates abandoned the care of their 
tfb'mmtons ; and the numbers of thefe pious cara- 
vans ^ere a prelude to the armies which marched 
1^ the enfuing age under the banner rf the crofs. 
'About thirty years before the firft crufade, the 
^rchbiih^^ of Alentz, with the biflidps oi Uf recht, 
Bamberg, and Ratilboo, undertook this laborious 
journey from the Rhine to the Jordan ; and the 
ihuUitude of their followers amounted to feven 
thoufand perfons. At Conftantinople, they were 
jiofpitably entertained by the emperor; but the 
ioftcntation of their wealth provoked the aflault 
-of the wild Arabs; they drew their fwords with 
fcrupulous reludlance, and fuftained a fiege in the 
villstgeof Capernaum, till they were refcued by 
the venal proteftioii of the Fatimite emir. After 
vifitiiig the holy places, they embarked for Italy, 

^« Gfaber, I. Hi. c. x, Katona (Hift. Critic. Rcgum Hungarian, tom.i. 
p. to^-^fix.) cxaiftincs whether St. Stephen founded a monaftery at Jeru- 
faiem. - ^ 

' - 13 but 
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but only a reninant of two thoufand arrived tti e h a p^ 
fafecy in thdr native land. Ingulphus, a Tecretary J^^I!Lj 
of William' the conqueror, was a companion erf 
Ais pilgfimaige : he bbferves that they fallied from 
Normandy, thirty ftout and well-appointed horfe- 
.men; but that they repaffed the Alps, twenty 
miferable palmers, with the ftaff in their hand, 
"and the wallet at their back ^\ 

After the defeat of the Romans, the tranquillity conqneftof 
of the Fatimite caliphs wis invaded by thfe by7hc "* 
Turks 'K One of the lieutenants of Malek Shah, I"aVo7< 
Atfiz the Carizmian, marched into Syria at the — 1»9^» 
head of a powerful army, and reduced Damafcui 
by famine and the fword. Hems, and the othefr 
cities of the province, acknowledged the caliph 
of Bagdad and the fciltan of Perfiaj and the 
vidtoriousf emir advanced without refiftance td 
the banks 'of the Nile : the Fatimite was preparing 
to fly into the heart of Africa ; but the negroes 
of his gu^drd and the inhabitants of Cairo madb 
a defperate fally, and repulfed the Turk frmh 
the confines of Egypt. In his retreat, he indulged 
the licenfe of flaughter and rapine: the pdge 
and notaries of Jerufalem were invited to ' hift 
camp ; and their execution was £3llowed by the 
maflacre of three thoufand citizens. The crueltj^ 
or the defeat of Atfiz was foon punifhed by the 

7^ Baronius (A.D. 1064, No 43^56.) has tranrcribed the 2;reater part 
•f the original narratives of Ingulphut^ Marianus» and Lambertus. 

73 See Elmtcin (Hift. Saracen, p. 349, 350.) and AbuJpharagius (Dyoaft, 
p.>37. verf. Pocock). M. de Guignes (Hift. dcs Huns, torn. iii. pait i. 
p. 1 15, 216.) adds the ^imcnies, or rather the names, of Abulfeda ari(| 
Novairj. 
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CHAP, fultan Toucufli, the brother of Maiek Shaby 
. ^^^ who, with a higher title 4nd more formidable 
powers, afferted the^ dominion of Syria and Pi. 
leftfne* The houfe of Seljuk reigned about twenty 
years in Jcrufalem^*j but the hereditary com- 
mand of the holy qity and territory. was entrufted 
or abandoned to the emir Ortok, the chief of 
a tribe of Turkmans, whofe children, after their 
expulfion from Paleftine, formed two dynafties 
x>n the borders of Armenia and Aflyria ^*. The 
Oriental Chriftiansand the Latin pilgrims deplored a 
1 revolution, which, inftead of the regular government 
and old alliance of the caliphs, impofed on their 
necks the iron yoke of the ftrangers of the north '^ 
In his court and camp the great fultan had adopted 
.in fome degree the arts and manners of Perfia ; 
^hut the body of the Turkifli nation, and more 
efpecially the pafloral tribes, flill breathed the 
fiercenefs of the defert. From Nice to Jerufalem, 
the weftern countries of Afia were a fcene of 
iordgn and domeltic hoftility : and the fhepherds 



. 74lVoni tbe expedition. of I^ Atfis (A. H. 4699 A. D. 1076)9 to the 
cirpuifioD of the Ortokides (A. D« JO96) . Ytt William of Tyre (1. i. c & 
P* ^33*) a^rts, that Jerufalem was thirty-eight years In the hands of Che 
Tiii4cs; and an Arabia chronicle, quoted by Fagi (tom. iY« p. %o%,)f fup* 
|)0feS9 tbat tbe city was reduced by a Carizmian general to the obedience 
ef the caliph of Bagdad, A. H- 463, A, D. 1070. Thefe early dates are 
flM>t very compatible with tbe general hiftory of Afia; and 1 am fore, that it 
late as A. D. 1064, the regnum Babylonicum (of Cairo) (UU prevailed in 
Paleftine (Baronius, A. D. 1064, No 56.). 

75 De Cuignes, Hift. des Huns, tom. i. p« 249—251. 

7* Willerm. Tyr. 1. i. c. 8. p. 634. who ftrives hard to magnify the 
Chriilian grievances. The Turks cxaded an aureus from each pilgrim ! The 
ta/ihar of the Franks is now fourteen dollars: and Europe does not complain 
«f this voluntary tax. 
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of Paleftine, who held a precarious fway on a chap. 
doubtful frontier, had neither leifure nor capacity 
to await the flow profits of commercial and re- 
ligious freedom. The pilgrims who, through 
innumerable perils, had reached the gates of 
Jerufalem, were the viftims of private rapine or 
public oppreilion, and often funk under the pref- 
fure of famine and difeafe, before they were per- 
mitted to falute the holy fepulchre. A fpirit of 
native barbarifm, or recent zeal, prompted the 
Turkmans to infult the tlergy of every feft : the 
patriarch was dragged by the hair along the pave- 
ment, and caft into a dungeon, to extort a ranfbm 
from the fympathy of his flock; and the divine 
worfliip in the church of the refurreftion was 
often difturbed by the favage rudepefs of its maf- 
ters. The pathetic tale excited the millions of 
the Weft to march under the ftandard of the 
crofs to the relief df the holy land : and yet how 
trifling is the Aim ^ of thefe accumulated evils, if 
compared with the fmgle a£t of the facrilege of 
Hakem, which had been fo patiently endured by 
the Latin Chriftians! A flighter provocation in- 
flamed the more irafcible temper of their defcend- 
ants : a new fpirit had arifen of religious chivalry 
^nd papal dominion : a nerve was touched of ex* 
quifite feeling; and the fenfation vibrated to the 
heart of Europe. 

END OF THE TENTH VOLUAjIEt 
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